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Kishi’s Shopworn Trick

DURING recent weeks, the Kishi government of Japan has let

out a stream of words about “breaking the deadlock in
Japanese-Chinese relations” and “resuming trade” with China.
Does it really mean what it says? If not, what does it all add
up to?

A good look at the record readily shows up the Kishi govern-
ment’s double-talk. All its ballyhoo about resuming trade with
China is nothing but a cheap trick of trying to pass the buck.
This transparently fraudulent move is intended to create the im-
pression that the Chinese people are largely to blame for the
non-resumption ol Sino-Japanese trade relations.

The facts, however, reveal the opposite. The Japanese prime
minister tries to make black look white. But as the popular folk
saying goes, you cannot scrub a black dog white, no matter how
hard you may try. Facts speak louder than fancy talk. And
these are the facts.

The Chinese people have long been of the opinion that
development of trade on the basis of equality, mutual benefit
and [riendship is in the interests of the peoples of both China
and Japan. They are willing to live together with the Japanese
people on a friendly basis and have always worked for the pro-
motion of friendship between these two countries. As a result,
the economic and cultural ties, thanks to the continuous efforts
made by the peoples of both countries, developed greatly in the
past few years despite obstruction by the Japanese Government.
More than forty agreements concluded between people’s organiza-
tions of the two countries played a notable part in fostering
friendly relations between the two peoples. The Chinese Gov-
ernment has consistently given active support to these agree-
ments and to friendly contacts between the Chinese and Japanese

peoples.

HERE does the Kishi government stand on the question of
Sino-Japanese relations? From the very beginning, it has
pursued a hostile policy towards New China. Kishi left no stone
unturned in his effort to prevent the signing of the fourth Sino-
Japanese trade agreement. When all his wrecking activities came
to naught and the trade agreement was finally concluded, Kishi
discarded his mask and scrapped the agreement altogether. To
add insult to injury, the Kishi government time and again
allowed thugs to molest the national flag of People’s China. In
the light of these circumstances, it is abundantly clear that the
Kishi government must be held responsible for the suspension of
Sino-Japanese trade and its consequences.

The Kishi government, to this day, still disclaims respon-
sibility for the breakdown of trade relations between China and
Japan. He stoutly denied “harbouring any hostile or unfriendly
ideas in relation to China’ and attributed his hostility to *“mis-
understanding” on China’s part. This is really impudence with a
capital 1.

The proof of the pudding is in the eating. It is all very
well for Kishi to beat his breast and protest his innocence.
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But people judge the Kishi government nol merely
by what it says, but what's more important, by its
deeds. .

A brief survey of the public utterances and deeds
of the Kishi government on Sino-Japanese relations
sets the record straight.

Since he tore up the fourth Sino-Japanese trade
agreement, Nobusuke Kishi has never refrained from
assailing and smearing New China. As a matler of fact,
his attacks have increased in intensity and frequency. '
In his interview with the American NBC radio news-
caster Cecil Brown last October, Kishi openly slandered
China as “aggressor” and hailed United States armed
provocations in the Taiwan Straits against the Chinese
people as an “international war to combat communist
aggression.” Nobusuke Kishi went on record declaring
that “for the sake of Japan’s securily” the Chinese
people must not be allowed to recover their territory
—Taiwan.

The Kishi government time and again has looked
on indulgently when Japanese hooligans insulted the
Chinese national flag. In spite of sharp protests from
China and in defiance of bitter condemnation by
Japanese public opinion, the criminal in the Nagasaki
incident was lightly dismissed with a fine of Yen 500.
Shortly afterwards Japanese thugs in Yokohama and
Tokyo were allowed to tear down and even set fire to
the national flag of People’s China with impunity.

RUNN ING interference for United States imperialism,

the Kishi government tries to help create “two
Chinas.” It has always stressed the need for Japan
to “maintain its diplomatic relations with the Kuo-
mintang China government in Taiwan.” Recently,
Nobusuke Kishi openly declared in the Japanese Diet
that “for the sake of international good faith it is
Japan’s line of diplomacy always to respect the Taiwan
government.” It requires no student of political science
to see that all this talk and intrigue are 100 per cent
politics—and dirty politics at that. And yet the Kishi
government has the cheek to say that in dealing with
China “a clear line should be drawn belween political
and economic matters.”

In a nutshell, all the hypocritical talk about
separating politics from economic matters really boils
down to this: the Kishi government wants to trade
with China for economic benefit, but it will not change
its political stand of hostility to China. In other words,
the Kishi government, under the pretext of drawing
a line between politics and economics, is really up to
its neck in politics.

The question comes to mind: How is it that the
notoriously anti-Chinese Kishi should have suddenly
changed his tune and displayed particular “enthusiasm”
for resuming trade with China? The reason has been
more than hinted at by Kishi himself. In a recent
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stalement, Kishi frankly admitted, among other things:
“Outside Japan, the camp of free countries is looking
uneasily at us: while at home, the situation will become
extremely difficult on the eve of the Upper House
elections and the resumption of the Diet session.”

IN plain English, popular opposition to the reaction-

ary domestic and foreign policy of the Kishi govern-
ment is rapidly mounting throughout the country.
The cry “throw Kishi and his gang out” is sounding
louder and more insistent with each passing day. At
the same time, the demand of the Japanese people for
the restoration of normal relations with China has
become a very important factor in Japan's political
life. With the deepening of the economic crisis, things
are gelling worse and worse for the Kishi govern-
ment. In these circumstances, it comes as no surprise
that Kishi has made such moves to save the situation.

On the one hand, the Kishi government talked
loudly about resumption of trade with China. But on
the other hand, Kishi let it be known that “as to the
issue of Communist China, I think there is no need to
change the government attitude of the past.”

These tricks of Kishi will not fool the Chinese
people. So long as the Kishi government persists in
its discredited policy of hostility to China, all its fine
words can in no way make the Chinese people change
their firm stand.

The breaking-off of Sino-Japanese trade relations
caused by the Kishi government has given rise to mani-
fold difficulties to the Japanese economy. Certain
types of medium-sized and small Japanese enterprises
have been particularly hard hit and the Chinese people
have profound sympathy with such enterprises which
now find themselves in a serious predicament as the
result of the suspension of trade relations with China.
The Chinese people fully understand that what the
Kishi government has done in the sphere of Sino-
Japanese relations does not reflect the aspirations of
the Japanese people. Kishi's policy of naked hostility
to China is doomed to failure.

Friendship between the Chinese and Japanese
peoples has been of long standing. The Chinese people
want to live in friendliness with the Japanese people
and have consistently worked for the promotion of
friendship between China and Japan. The Japanese
people have also made sustained efforts to further
Sino-Japanese friendship and are pressing ahead for
restoration of diplomatic relations with China. The
march of events follows its own logic. Despite the
Kishi government’s attempt to obsiruct the develop-
ment of normal relations between China and Japan,
there can be no doubt that concerted efforts by the
Chinese and Japanese peoples will eventually clear
away all man-made obstacles in the way and further
develop the friendly relations between these two coun-
tries.
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