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A Word to Our Readers

THIS enlarged issue of Peking Review is a day late. We
regret the delay, but there were compelling reasons. Post-
poning publication, it seemed to us, was justified so that we
could bring you up-to-the-minute news of the First Session of
the Second National People’s Congress which has just ended.

Included in this issue are Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun’s report
on the draft national economic plan for 1959 and Vice-Premier
and Finance Minister Li Hsien-nien’s report on the final state
accounts for 1958 and the draft state budget for 1959. The 1959
plan for development of the national economy is a plan for a
continued big leap forward on the basis of the accomplishments
scored in 1958. The 1959 budget is one designed to serve peace
and the people’s well-being. These two documents are partic-
ularly valuable for their concise interpretation of the policies

to be followed and the wealth of background material they
furnish,

Discussions on Premier Chou En-lai's report on the work
of the government and Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun’s report on the
draft national economic plan for 1959 led to nationwide rejoicing
and enthusiasm. At the sessions of the National People’s Con-
gress and the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference,
speaker after speaker pledged their full support and expressed
complete confidence that the magnificent 1959 plan would be
successfully carried out.

Also printed in this issue are excerpts from speeches made
at the National People’s Congress voicing sharp protest against
the designs of the imperialist interventionists and Indian expan-
sionists on Tibet. Many deputies spoke on this subject. Limita-
tions of space, however, permit publication of only a fraction
of all that was said on this vital question at the National People’s
Congress.

There can be no doubt as to the Chinese people’s sentiments
against foreign interference in China’s internal affairs. Tibet is
part and parcel of China. This established historical fact can-
not be denied even by the imperialists. The Chinese people,
therefore, are well within their rights in putting down the armed
rebellion of the handful of Tibetan reactionaries who plotted
in cahoots with the imperialists and foreign reactionaries. The
anti-Chinese ballyhoo raised by the expansionist elements in
India only serves to show that they are going the way of the
British imperialists in a vain attempt to separate Tibet from
China and convert it into their protectorate.

As reported elsewhere in this issue, a mounting wave of
protest is spreading throughout the country against any foreign
interference in China’s domestic affairs.

To provide our readers with the background material and
factual data needed for a full understanding of the truth about
Tibet, the next number of Peking Review will be a special issue
devoted to Tibet. We will bring you articles on the historical
background of Tibet and political developments there.



Round the Week

News from the

ON the afternoon of April 27, at 3:45, Peking time, 1,157

people’s deputies to the National People’s Congress,
exercising the power delegated to them by the people of
China, filed past the big ballot boxes in Huai Ren Tang
Hall and cast their secret ballots to elect the Chairman of
the People’s Republic of China and other leading personnel
of the state. All ballots were printed in the Han, Mongo-
lian, Uighur and Tibetan languages. At 5:05 Peng Chen,
the executive chairman of the day’s session, solemnly an-
nounced: “Deputy Liu Shao-chi is elected Chairman of the
People’s Republic of China. ... Deputy Soong Ching Ling
and Deputy Tung Pi-wu are elected Vice-Chairmen of the
People’s Republic of China.” The people’s deputies and
the members of the C.P.P.C.C. who were also present at
this session greeted the new
Chairman and Vice-Chair-
men with a standing ova-
tion. Then the deputies
elected Chu Teh Chairman
of the Standing Committee
of the National People's
Congress. The N.P.C. also
approved Chairman Liu
Shao-chi’'s nomination of
Chou En-lai as Premier of
the State Council. Thunder-
ous applause greeted them.

Other leading personnel
of the state elected are:
Hsieh Chueh-tsai, President
of the Supreme People’s
Court, and Chang Ting-
cheng, Chief Procurator
of the Supreme People’s
Procuracy. Among the 16
elected Vice-Chairmen of
the Standing Committee of
the N.P.C. are Lin Po-chu,
Li Chi-shen, Lo Jung-huan,
Kuo Mo-jo, Peng Chen, the
Dalai Lama and Panchen
Erdeni.

The list of candidates
were put forward jointly
by 143 members of the
Presidium of the present session of the N.P.C. and group
leaders of the deputies.

Mao Tse-tung was present at the session and cast his
votes. The entire congress rose to its feet and cheered the
beloved leader of the Chinese people when he went to the
platform to take his seat in the Presidium. Chairman Mao
himself proposed last year, as we reported at the time,
not to be a candidate for Chairman of the People’s Republic.
At its plenary session last December, the Central Commit-
tee of the Chinese Communist Party approved his proposal.
(See Peking Review, No. 43, Dec. 23, 1958.)
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As soon as the election results were broadcast over
the radio people in all parts of China festively greeted the
news. In the capital, men and women rushed into the
streets beating gongs and cymbals. Firecrackers exploded
late into the night. Cheers of “Long Live Chairman
Mao Tse-tung! Long Live the People's Republic of China!
Long Live the Chinese Communist Party!” resounded
through the streets. Thousands of Pecking citizens flocked
to Tien An Men Square, danced under the open sky.

The next day, on April 28, the N.P.C. decided on the
choice of Vice-Premiers and other members of the State
Council, the Vice-Chairmen and other members of the
National Defence Council. Then the N.P.C. adopted res-
olutions, including a resolution on the report on the work
of the government, the 1959
national economic plan, and
the 1958 final state accounts
and the 1959 state budget;
a resolution on the report
on the work of the Stand-
ing Commitiee of the N.P.C.
and a resolution on Tibet.
The First Session of the
Second National People's
Congress then adjourned.

Reports to the N.P.C. At
the outset, as we reported
last week, the session heard
a report on the work of the
government by Premier
Chou En-lai, which is a
comprehensive analysis of
all aspects of work in the
country during the more
than four years since the
convocation of the First
Session of the First N.P.C.
(see Peking Review, No. 16,
April 21, 1959). The report
was keenly and intensely
discussed by the people’s
deputies. In their numerous
group discussions, the depu-
ties described the great
progress that had been made
in their respective fields during the past few years.

On April 21, the deputies listened with great interest
to a report on the national economic plan for 1959 by
Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun, who is also head of the State
Planning Commission, and a report on the 1958 final
accounts and the 1959 state budget by Vice-Premier Li
Hsien-nien, concurrently Minister of Finance.

Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun’s report envisages a 40 per
cent increase in the total output value of industry and
agriculture over 1958. The output value of the capital goods
industries in 1959 will be 46 per cent higher than in 1958
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and that of the consumer goods industries will be 34
per cent higher. In addition to the targets of 1,050,000
million jin of grain and 100 million dan of cotton this
year, efforts will be made on the agricultural front to
effect an overall development in industrial crops, forestry,
animal husbandry, rural side lines and fisheries.

Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien’s report showed an increase
of 35 per cent in 1958 over 1957 in both revenue and
expenditures with a favourable balance of 900 million
yuan. He proposed a balanced budget for 1959 with a
24.2 per cent increase in revenue and a 27 per cent increase
in expenditures.

The deputies also heard a report on the work of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress
delivered by Peng Chen, one of the Vice-Chairmen of the
Standing Committee and Secretary-General.

Peng Chen briefly summed up the activities of the
Standing Commitlee since the close of the Fifth Session
of the First N.P.C. over a year ago. During this period
the Standing Commitice met 17 times and adopted 38
resolutions on various subjects. It decided to ratify a
number of treaties and pacts with other countries, and
enacled a number of regulations and decrees, including
the agricultural tax regulations. It also approved the
“Declaration of the Government of the People’s Republic
of China on China’s Territorial Sea” and the organic rules
for the people’s congresses and people’s councils of several
aulonomous chou and autonomous counties.

Discussion on Rebellion in Tibet. General discussion
began on April 22 when Panchen Erdeni and five other
deputies took the floor and sternly condemned the imperial-
ists and the Indian expansionists for intervening in the
internal affairs of China and supporting the Tibetan rebels.

Panchen Erdeni, Acting Chairman of the Preparatory
Committee for the Autonomous Region of Tibet, was the
first to speak. He was greeted with prolonged ap-
plause. Speaking in the Tibetan language, dressed in a
dark brown silk Tibetan robe, the tall, young Panchen
proclaimed: *“I solemnly declare here before all the
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deputies to the National People’s Congress: Our Tibet is
the Tibet of China, now and always; we will never allow
foreigners to interfere in our affairs in Tibet or the rest
of China!” Prolonged, thunderous applause broke out from
the deputies in Huai Ren Tang Hall. He was followed
by Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme, Vice-Chairman and Secretary-
General of the Preparatory Committee for the Autonomous
Region of Tibet; Li Chi-shen, Chairman of the Revolu-
tionary Committee of the' Kuomintang; Shen Chun-ju,
Chairman of the China Democratic League; Huang Yen-
pei, Chairman of the China Democratic National Construc-
tion Association; and Ngawang Jaltso, Vice-President of
the Chinese Buddhists Association.

Their speeches were interrupted again and again by
the applause of the deputies signifying their approval.

In the sessions that followed, many people’s deputies
in succession condemned the British imperialists and the
Indian expansionists for their interference in China's
internal affairs. Many of the speakers were Tibetans and
representatives of other national minorities in China.
These speeches from the rostrum of the N.P.C. voiced the
sentiments and thoughts of China’s 650 million people
united as one against any foreign provocations.

Discussion on the Big Leap. During the plenary
sessions and in the group discussions, the deputies fully
endorsed Premier Chou's report on the work of the
government and the reports of Vice-Premiers Li Fu-chun
and Li Hsien-nien. The deputies also reviewed the
developments in their respective fields of work.

Wang Ho-shou, Minister of Metallurgical Industry,
described the growth of China's steel industry. When
this year’s target of 18 million tons is met, he said. the
situation in China’s steel production will be greatly
changed. He said that the many small iron and steel
plants set up in the provinces, autonomous regions and
municipalities will grow into more complete iron and steel
enterprises this year and the number of large-scale iron
and steel works will also multiply. Many regions which
had no iron and steel industry will soon have their own
steel bases.
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