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CONCERNING
THE QUESTION OF TIBET

THIS is a collection of documents and articles which give you all the relevant facts needed
to understand the “Tibetan question” and the causes of the recent rebellion.

Here is the policy of the Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China
towards Tibet and the necessary background knowledge of Tibet’s history as part of China, old and
new, its medieval serf-system of society and the imperialist intrigues to sever Tibet from China.

The book is in four parts. The first and second parts include the important documents,
news dispalches, speeches, editorials and commentaries concerning the Tibetan question published
in the Chinese press between March 28, when the Hsinhua News Agency published the first com-
munique on the rebellion in Tibet, and April 30, 1959. The third part includes reference material
and articles giving background information on Tibet. The fourth part contains the article “The
Revolution in Tibet and Nehru’s Philosophy” published by the editorial department of Renmin
Ribao (People’s Daily) on May 6.

270 pp. Illustrated

A Simple Geography of China
by Wang Chun-heng

AN important contribution to the China Knowledge Series. This book is di-
vided into two parts. The first deals with China’s general geography — its natural fea-
tures, its population, various nationalities, etc. The second part describes each of the
12 geographical regions into which the country is divided with the facts concerning their
climates, rivers, communications, cities, populations and economic development. Essen-

tial for those who want a handy summary of basic information on China’s geography.

256 pp. 70 maps, illustrations and photos Indexed
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The Big Push

THE nationwide campaign to increase production and practise

economy, as we have reported in earlier issues, is going full
steam ahead. Everywhere the push is on. It is a big push to
boost up China’s industrial and agricultural production.

In the countryside the communes are alive with activity to
assure another good harvest. In the major wheat-growing
provinces the winter wheat will be harvested in about a month
and the peasants aren’t leaving anything to chance. The slogan
of the day is: “A little extra work for a little more harvest.”
They are working hard to make “every ear fuller, every grain
fatter.”

In Shantung, on the east coast, as well as its neighbouring
provinces, the commune members are stepping up the manu-
facture of harvesters, reapers and other farm implements required
for the summer harvest. In many places the sowing of summer
crops closely follow the harvest of the winter wheat.

Peasants in Szechuan say they are out “to clean up a plot
as soon as it turns yellow, to sow it to the full as soon as it is
cleaned up.” In the southern provinces where rice predominates,
the peasants are competing in measures to make the early rice
grow strong.

In the factories and mines, “red flag” emulation campaigns
for higher production and better quality are in full swing.
During the first ten days of this month, steel mills in Anshan,
China’s steel city in the northeast, and in Chungking on the
Yangtse, chalked up new records in their average daily output,
representing a substantial gain over the corresponding period of
last month.

The campaign to increase production and practise economy
is intended to tap the potentials to the full so as to turn out more
and better goods at less costs. The emphasis of the campaign
is on the technical revolution and technical innovation. Labour
productivity is to be raised by improving the equipment and
implements, reforming the working methods, the organization
of labour and management, etc. Two weeks ago, the work team
headed by Hao Fu in the Shansi Machine Tool Works, by
reforming its techniques fulfilled its work quota far ahead of
schedule. Improved tools and better working methods and
organization have resulted in a remarkable rise in output in a
great many factories and mines. Practical experience suggests
that every progress made in technical revolution or technical in-
novation marks a step forward in developing China’s industry
and agriculture.

The 1959 state plan is a continuation of the big leap forward.
The working people of China realize that the fulfilment of the
plan will further increase the nation’s material wealth and raise
the living standards of the people. That is why they have
thrown themselves into the campaign with vim and vigour. They
are confident that their work in 1959 will do much to help make
China a great socialist country with modern industry, modern
agriculture and modern science and culture.



ROUND THE WEEK

CPPCC National Committee Meets

At its first plenary session held last
Tuesday, the Standing Committee of the
Third National Committee of the Chi-
nese People’s Political Consultative Con-
ference discussed the structure of various
offices of the National Committee and
designated the officers of the leading posts.
Chou En-lai, Chairman of the National
Committee, presided over the meeting.

Kang Sheng, an alternate member of
the Political Bureau of the Chinese
Communist Party’s Central Committee;
Li Wei-han and Chen Shu-tung, both of
whom are Vice-Chairmen of the Stand-
ing Committee of the National People’s
Congress; and Burhan Shahidi, President
of the Chinese Islamic Association, who
led a cultural delegation to Iraq which
has just returned to China, were elected
Vice-Chairmen of the National Com-
mittee. The following bodies have been
set up under the National Committee:
Study Committee, Local Work Committee,
Editorial Committee for C.P.P.C.C. Pub-
lications, Secretariat, Liaison Committee,
Records and Research Committee, and
nine departments: international affairs,
industry and commerce, culture and
education, science and technology,
medicine and public health, nationalities,
overseas Chinese affairs, religious affairs,
and women’s activities.

Transforming the Tarim Basin

The vast tracts of land along the Tarim
in Sinkiang, the longest inland river in
west China, would still be untouched by
civilization but for the undaunted spirit
and sustained effort of the People’s
Liberation Army. For hundreds of years
the Tarim Basin had been wild country,
striking fear into those who dared come
near it. The Tarim itself had always
been a turbulent waterway, nicknamed
“reinless horse” by the local Uighur
people. In old China, when misrule was
coupled with incompetence, it was a
“reinless horse” which had to wait for
its “rider.”

The rider came —in the person of the
reclamation and production detachments
of the People’s Liberation Army. In the
summer of 1956 the first groups of
officers and men of the Sinkiang garrison
set out to conquer this wilderness. The
following year the P.L.A. came in force,
gun in one hand and pick and shovel in
the other, proving themselves every inch
the soldier and builder in one expected
of them by the Communist Party. Con-
ditions at first seemed beyond human
endurance: short of water in the scalding
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summer heat and without adequate
shelter in the winter, not to mention
the many difficulties of getting food
supplies. But the armymen stuck it out,
determined fo turn the wastelands into
oases. By 1958 the Tarim River Basin
had begun to fall in line with man’'s
dictates.

The P.L.A. reclaimed 470,000 mu of
land on the upper reaches of the Tarim
River in 1958 alone, bringing the total
reclaimed land to over 1.2 million mu,
an impressive figure itself, considering
the odds the armymen had to face.
Canals and reservoirs were built. On
this wide expanse of land 17 mechanized
farms and a jute plantation have
been set up; the Tarim Basin is fast
becoming a grain- and cotton-growing
centre. The first crops harvested on the
land reclaimed during the big leap
forward last year gave the men some of
their best yields, for example, record
cabbages which weighed several kilo-
grammes each, and one as much as 14
kilogrammes.

Spring sowing is now in full swing in
the Tarim Basin. This year the P.LL.A.
is concentrating on grain, cotton and
edible oils. Livestock farming has also
begun, although the new venture meant
bringing the cattle a long way, from
north of the Tienshan Mountains.

With so much of the land reclaimed,
a motor road extending 135 kilometres
and the first bridge across the Tarim
have been built, a new town has arisen
in yesterday's wilderness — Alar. In Alar
today there are government offices,
factories, shops, a hospital and clinic,
schools, clubs, restaurants, etc. The
P.L.A. farms here run their own news-
papers and agro-technical schools and
there is an agricultural college on the
northern bank of the Tarim River to train
technicians for all the farms.

Underground Water for Farming

Although China is rich in water re-
sources for her agriculture, there are
still some 200 million mu of cultivated
land and about 1,000 million mu of
pastureland which lack adequate surface
watering, according to the Ministry of
Agriculture. In these places the tapping
of underground water is an essential
solution. But even in places where there
is an abundance of surface irrigation, the
tapping of subterfanean springs is im-
portant, if only to ensure regular irriga-
tion in all weather conditions.

With this in view, the Ministry of
Agriculture recently held a conference in

Shantung Province to review the work
done in this field and to devise measures
for further tapping underground water
for irrigation. The conference disclosed
that in 1958 a total of three million
wells were sunk in the country and that
total farmlands irrigated by water drawn
from underground sources was increased
to 18 times the area before liberation.
This means that about one-third of the
irrigated land in the country depends on
subterranean waler for irrigation.

The conference was attended by rep-
resentatives from all over China who
took the opportunity to exchange ex-
periences. The deft use of water was
one of the keys to increasing production
last year. Take Shantung Province, the
host to the conference, for example.
Although rainfall last year here was
nearly 50 per cent less than in previous
vears, it managed to double the output
of grain, cotton and groundnuts over
1957, thanks to the utilization of under-
ground water.

To enable all people’s communes to
make full use of underground water
for farming, the conference laid emphasis
on developing smaller projects. For one
thing they are more economical to run
and for another, easier to handle.

Meanwhile, factories in all parts of the
country have been producing more
irrigation equipment for the people’s
communes. Pumps and various kinds
of engines for irrigation purposes run-
ning to some two-thirds of a million horse-
power came off the assembly lines last
month. Much of this will replace water-
wheels and other non-mechanized means
of lifting water, as part of the effort to
accelerate the technical revolution in
agriculture.

Tibetan Women Leaders

Gyaum Sonong Droma, the mother of
Panchen Erdeni and a member of the
Patriolic Women’s Association in Shi-
gatse, and Ngapo Tsirten Choga, Vice-
Chairman of the Preparatory Committee
of the Association of Patriotic Women
of Tibet, and the wife of Ngapo
Ngawang-Jigme, Vice-Chairman and Sec-
retary-General of the Preparatory Com-
mittee for the Autonomous Region of
Tibet, were received in Peking by
President Tsai Chang and Vice-Presidents
Teng Ying-chao and Kang Ke-ching
of the National Women's Federation
last Tuesday. Ngapo Tsirten Choga report-
ed on the work of the women’s organiza-
tion in Lhasa. She said that with Com-
munist Party leadership and the guidance
of the National Women's Federation the
Preparatory Committee for the Associa-
tion of Patriotic Women of Tibet would
actively develop all fields of work to help
realize democratic reforms in Tibet.
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