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Communes: The Road to Prosperity

r[‘HERE is a movement among the people’s communes of Hopei

to learn from the experiences of the Jianming People’s Com-
mune in Tsunhua County, formed on the basis of the former
Wang Kuo-fan Agricultural Producers’ Co-operative, and the
style of work of its leader, Wang Kuo-fan.

In The Socialist Upsurge in China’s Countryside, a basic book
published in 1956 when the agricultural co-operative movement
was sweeping the rural areas of China, Chairman Mao Tse-tung
highly commended Wang Kuo-fan’'s co-op in eastern Hopei. The
co-op was formed by 23 poor-peasant families. All they had
to their name was the land they had received after the land
reform, and “three legs of a donkev.” But they were deter-
mined to build a better life for themselves and with all their
hearts they believed the words of the Chinese Communist Party
that the co-op way was the way for them. By dint of hard
work and economy, the “Paupers’ Co-op™ thrived.

Chairman Mao then wrote: “Our entire nation, we feel,
should pattern itself after this co-op. In a few decades, why can’t
600 million ‘paupers,” by their own efforts, create a socialist
country, rich and strong? The wealth of society is created by
the workers, the peasants, the working intellectuals. If they take
their destiny into their own hands, use Marxism-Leninism as
their guide, and energetically tackle problems instead of evading
them, there is no difficulty in the world which they cannot over-
come.”

Now, less than four ycars later, the “Paupers’ Co-op” is
materializing Chairman Mao’s glorious expectations and China’s
600 million “paupers” have done a great deal to lift their coun-
try out of its poverty.

In 1958 Wang Kuo-fan’s co-op merged with the other co-ops
of Tsunhua County to form a people’'s commune. Today the
former “paupers’ co-op” is a production brigade of the prosper-
ing Jianming People’s Commune (see p. 19). The formation of the
commune has given wings to its development.

The fundamental factor underlying the spectacular economic
rise of Jianming is co-operation and the organization of the
people’s commune. The people's commune, which effected the big
leap last year, has given the peasants a better command of man-
power and resources. By undertaking the all-round development
of agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, side occupations and
fishery, the commune multiplied its wealth.

Another factor underlying Jianming’s success is the drive
of its members. Their slogan is “diligence and frugality.”

Jianming’s success is by no means exceptional. A year after
their birth, the people’s communes are thriving everywhere.
Take Shansi Province, for instance. Two-thirds of the produc-
tion brigades, which were comparatively poor a year ago, have
caught up with the richer brigades. The peasants of these
brigades have had an average increase in income ranging from
40 to 100 per cent compared with last year.

One of the immediate goals now in the communes is {o have
the production brigades which are still behind economically catch
up with the well-to-do brigades. It is a drive against poverty
and backwardness accelerated immeasurably by the birth of the
people’s communes which are changing the face of rural China.
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ROUND THE WEEK

‘‘Heroes’ Conference”: Final Days

Renmin Ribao’s editorial at the con-
clusion of the National Conference of
Labour Heroes in Peking last Sunday
was entitled: Let the advanced seeds
flower and bear fruit throughout the
country. The “advanced seeds” refer, of
course, to the more than 6,500 delegates
to the conference, the front-rank men
and women workers who have done
brilliant work in China’s socialist con-
struction. To pass on and spread the
advanced thinking, techniques and ex-
periences, which highlighted the two-
week session, is what these irail-blazers
are expecled to do back home and at
their jobs again. The spirit of the con-
ference which will guide the work of all
in the future is that the advanced level
of a few must become the level of all.
As the Message to Workers of the Na-
tion adopted at the final session of the
conference puts it: “One flower does not
make spring; spring arrives only when
thousands of red flowers bloom.”

To the current slogan of the so-
cialist emulation drives —to emulate the
advanced, to learn from the advanced,
ard to overtake the advanced — the con-
ference added “to bring along the less
advanced.” In other words, the mass
movement in all fields of productive
endeavour in China now is out to tap the
latent energy, enthusiasm and inventive-
ness of the people and make the advanced
techniques and experience of the oul-
standing workers available to the nation
as a whole. Quite often the process of
popularizing these new and more efficient
working methods takes a rather short
time, thanks to the mass movement in
industry. As a result, production zooms.

At the concluding session of the con-
ference three other messages were
adopted: one to the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party and
Chairman Mao Tse-tung; another ad-
dressed affectionately by the labour
heroes to their “peasant brothers and
sisters”; and another to the People's
Liberation Army. Speaking for the work-
ers of the entire country, the labour
heroes declared in their message to the
Central Committee and Chairman Mao
that they are firm in one belief: adhering
to what the Party says and following
Chairman Mao’s lead, they will always
be triumphant,

Tseng Shan, Central Committee mem-
ber and head of the Transport and Com-
munications Work Department of the
Central Commiltee of the Communist
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Party who presided over the closing
session, said that the conference was
a vivid and profound education in the
general line for building socialism. He
urged the delegates lo spread the ad-
vanced thinking and experience of the
conference back at their jobs and to play
a still greater part in setting the pace
in the drive for greater output and
economy.

First-Generaiion Workers

Interesting was the participation in
the conference of labour heroes and
heroines from the mnalional minorities.
They are the first generation of industrial
workers of their people. Industry came
their way only after liberation. They
have seen the benefits, the material and
cultural progress, industry has brought
them, and they want to resume work at
once now that the conference has called
on all workers to redouble their efforts
to realize the goal set by the Party —to
fulfil the major targets of the Second
Five-Year Plan (1958-1962) by the end of
this year,

Trained by the Communist Party, they
are new forces in China's working class,
staunch, hard-working, fully aware that
in addition to the help of their Han
brothers they must use their own hands to
get rid of the poverty and backwardness
of their areas. They have distinguished
themselves in working blast furnaces on
the grasslands, in starting the first
machines in remote highlands, in be-
coming the first lathe operators to step
out of serfdom or even slavery. During
the past few years, and especially since
the big leap forward of 1958, they have
come into their own, having learnt how to
make full use of the help of the Hans
to build industry in their areas at high
speed, too. They are the pioneers of
their people in the world of science and
technology and they have done much to
make drastic changes in the industrial
map of the areas inhabited by the na-
tional minorities in China.

But although the industrial workers of
national minority origin today mnumber
only slightly more than 400,000, they are
bringing great changes to their areas and
are determined to eliminate the poverty
and backwardness which had been their
lot for centuries.

All Out in Hopei

Last Sunday, thousands of government
workers and students went out to the

people’s communes on the outskirts of
Peking to help the peasants bring in a
rich crop of vegetables, the biggest in
many an aulumn. A couple of months
ago there had been a similar exodus of
townspeople in the same direction. That
was when city folk went out to help the
nearby communes after the heavy and
unusual late summer rains had washed

out one planting after another of autumn
vegetables.

Busy. and prosperous, is just one way
of describing the work of the commune
members these days. This is true not
only around Peking but of the entire
countryside of Hopei Province, and for
that matter, all of rural China. Ever
since the campaign against right devia-
tions and for increased production and
economy unfolded in the villages, work
in all fields has proceeded at greater pace
and with greater efficiency. The cam-
paign has enabled people to find new
sources of ecnergy and to go all out to
raise agricultural production over last
year,

Take Hopei Province, for example. The
autumn harvest was completed half a
month earlier than last year. Most of
the 30 million mu of wheatland had
already been sown, and given a good
work-over with the kind of meticulous
care generally devoted to gardening.
Several million men and women are out
each day gathering manure, manufactur-
ing chemical fertilizers locally or work-
ing on waler conservancy projects, a
priorily activity.

Socialist emulation is sweeping Hopei
from one end to another. When the
sowing of winter wheat first began, the
people’s communes in two counties —
Ankuo and Hsingtai—challenged their
counterparis to high yields. In no time
more than two-thirds of the communes
took up the challenge. This spirit of do-
ing more and better than your neighbour
highlights all work in the Hopei villages,
and in the countryside as a whole.

To ensure that the commune members
will not overwork themselves in the
emulation drives, the Communist Party
leadership at various levels have taken
care to make proper provisions for the
welfare of all. More than 100,000 com-
munity dining-rooms have been strength-
ened to cater better to the needs of
11 million peasants, so that they can con-
centrale on increasing production. In
many parts of the province, sheds beside
the fields have been put up for the
peasants to take breathers from their
work in the fields. All these measures
have served to stimulate the commune
members to greater heights of enthusiasm
for work. They are guided by one
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thought: to go all out and sustain the big
leap in agriculture.

Filling the State Granaries

With agriculture taking such big strides
forward, what are the financial and trade
organizations, which have the job of buy-
ing the farm produce of the people’s
communes, doing to keep pace with the
peasants? At the moment the stress of
their work in the rural areas is on push-
ing this job to a new stage: to complete
the targets of state buying ahead of
schedule. To ensure success in this direc-
tion. the financial and trade departments
of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party and the State Council,
together with the Central People’s Broad-
casting Station, recently sponsored a
broadcast conference in Peking on the
state purchase of farm produce.

Li Hsien-nien. Member of the Political
Bureau of the Communist Party’s Central
Committee and Vice-Premier of the State
Council, spoke at the meeting of the fine
work done in the last few months. There
have been five successes in state pur-
chases this year. he pointed out. First,
the peasants have done a good job in
bringing in their rich harvests, in keep-
ing with the goal set by the Party and
the Government —high output and
everything harvested. Second. state
purchases started a month earlier than
in previous years and went forward
quickly, with the purchases of grain
already completed for nine provinces and
autonomous regions. Third, there have
been big increases in the state purchases
of local products, thanks to the cam-
paigns to develop a diversified economy.
Fourth, the mass movement to raise
vegetables in various parts of the coun-
try has accounted for a tremendous crop
of vegetables for the autumn market.
Fifth. the mass movement for short-dis-
tance transport by road and water and
for processing farm produce in the
localities has helped ensure steady sup-
plies of raw materials for light industry
and the needs of the domestic and export
markets.

Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien pointed out
that November is going to be the decisive
month to realize the state plan of buying
grain, cotton and cash crops from the
peasants. The success of the job, he said,
is not only of immediate importance, it
is also an essential condition for ensur-
ing the continued big leap of the national
economy next vear.

Upsurge in Local Transport

Because a much greater volumes of
farm produce has been purchased by the
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state, with quite a bit of it concentrated
within a few weeks, and the urge for
greater production stimulates the econ-
omy as a whole. the question of trans-
port is important. The question is rather
urgent and an effective solution to the
problem which meets the requirements
of “more, faster. better and more econom-
ical” results lies in the development of
short-distance transport. This means that
the transport services between people’s
communes, towns and counties must be
further developed to bring about a quick
turn-round of vehicles on the road and
of vessels on inland waterways.

At present. more than 3.5 million
transport vehicles of various shapes, types
and sizes, and nearly 100,000 junks and
boats are in service day and night in all
parts of the country. October chalked
up a record volume of transport, greater
by 21.4 per cent than the peak month in
November 1958, the big leap year. Com-
pared with September, 200 per cent more
cotton. 35 per cent more coal. 66 per cent
more grain, were transported in October,
to mention just a few examples. The
local airlines also handled a much bigger
amount of freight than before,

The drive for more and better local
transport services has gathered greater
momentum since the national conference
on developing short-distance transport
was held in Peking recently. Millions of
peasants are on the job. Szechuan. in
Southwest China, has more than a mil-
lion men in the field. Its neighhour
Hunan, and Honan in the north, have
each organized some 700,000 people to
get the farm produce to assembly points
for trans-shipment and to bring back in-
dustrial goods on the return trip. Other

River transport

provinces and the autonomous regions
are likewise deploying their forces to
meet the situation too.

Here the people’s communes play a
big part. With abundant resources in
men and materials at their disposal they
have organized special transport teams
to improve transport facilities, as well
as move the goods. They have put more
wheels on the roads and put into service
more river craft. They have dredged
rivers, built new roads and improved old
ones. In less than a month one province,
Honan, for example, built some 10,000
kilometres of indigenous stvle railways;
opened nearly 1,000 kilometres of new
water routes to navigation and rebuilt
8,000 kilometres of highways in the
province. This is how the provinces have
come to grips with the problem.

But the volume of goods to be handled
through short-distance transport in the
last three months of 1959 is expeeted to
be 70 per cent greater than in the pre-
vious quarter. What with increases in
the output of iron and steel, coal and
mineral ores, thanks to the steady rise
in production of the new small and
medium-sized metallurgical and mining
enterprises in the countryside, in addi-
tion to a heavy volume of farm produce
to be carried away from the people’s
communes after the autumn harvest and
a continuous stream of industrial articles
going in the opposite direction. the pres-
sure on the transport lines will be
enormous. But with the mass movement
in short-distance transport, reinforced by
the mass movement in long-distance
transport, going full steam ahead the
transport circles are confident they can
“deliver the goods.”

Painting in Chinese ink and colours by LI Hsiung-tsai
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