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This is a collection of theoretical essays on art and literature written by Comrade Mao
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in art and literature such as: the line that literature and art must serve the workers, peasants
and soldiers; the standpoint and attitude of literary and art workers; popularization and eleva-
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the Chinese and foreign cultural heritage and how to create a vivid, fresh and vigorous
Marxist-Leninist style. These essays are of fundamental importance as guides to the art and
literary movement and its line of development. They develop Marxist thinking in these fields,

fully systematize it and endow it with a highly scientific character and fighting spirit.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Emulation Between Giants

Early on the morning of November
9, a 4-member delegation from Wuhan
arrived at the Anshan Iron Smelting
Plant. Led by Wang Hung-hsun,
superintendent of the Wuhan No. 2
Blast Furnace, it headed straight for
the plant’s No. 10 Blast Furnace.
The Wuhan team was entrusted with
a mission — to engage their Anshan
mates in a friendly emulation drive to
raise efficiency and increase output.

Wuhan’s No. 2 Blast Furnace
smelters had a special reason for
challenging Anshan’'s No. 10 Blast
Furnace. In the parlance of the
industry, both are “kingpins.” Placed
in operation within eight months
of each other — 1959 and 1958 re-
spectively — the two giants are like in
capacity and the largest of their kind
in China. Adding zest to the “battle”
is the fact that Wang Hun-hsun and
superintendent of Anshan’s No. 10
Hsieh Pen-huan are old workmates
and long-time friendly contestants —
both were ‘“graduates” of Anshan’s
No. 7 Blast Furance where they
served as heads of different shifts.

The Wuhan team was given a roar-
ing welcome by its Anshan brothers.
Representatives of the two blast
furnaces speedily signed an emulation
contract specifying not only the opera-
tional efficiency of the furnaces, rate
of coke consumption, quality of pig
iron and other goals for November
and December, but also spelling out
the terms of learning from and help-
ing each other attain them. It was
agreed to pass on to each other in-
stantly any new technical innovations
introduced or new experiences gained
in operations by either side.

Before the signatures were dry on
the agreement, the Anshan iron
smellers translated their words into
action. Taking advantage of the
Wuhan team’s short stay, they freely
offered their guests detailed technical
data and descriptions and demonstra-
tions of advanced experiences. The
Wuhan smelters too reciprocated with
their own “secrets” of production.

Nor is this the end. The Anshan
smelters have already decided to send
their representatives to Wuhan for a
return visit.

To coin a phrase — “they've just
tegun to emulate!”

Bringing Techniques to the Doorstep

Last month when autumn harvest-
ing, ploughing and planting was in
full swing more than a thousand Pe-
king scientists and technicians were
making the fields of the surrounding
countryside both their laboratories
and classrooms. They were bringing
science and techniques to the front-
lines of agricultural production.

Members of agricultural research
institutes, faculties in universities
and technical colleges, and various
production departments, the group
scattered far and wide and worked
and lived alongside the peasants. They
studied and helped generalize the lat-
ter’s successful experiences in the
past year — in the first place those ac-
quired in applying the “Eight-Point
Charter” which prescribes deep
ploughing and soil amelioration,
rational use of fertilizer and close
planting, etc. to obtain high yields in
rice, cotton and other crops. At the
same time, they contributed their skills
to the solution of many key technical
problems in agricultural production
and helped popularize advanced techni-
ques.

The rice survey team, for example,
collected and summed up the com-
munes’ experiences in such pivotal
areas as the handling of large tracts
of high-yield farmland and extra-high-
yield experimental plots, in convert-
ing alkaline land into good paddy-
fields, in sowing rice seeds directly in
the fields, etc. The plant protection
team, on the other hand, helped pop-
ularize effective methods for elimi-
nating pests and insects harmful to
slope-grown fruit trees. And the
mathematics team working with com-
mune members determined the most
efficient allocation of manpower and
transport during the busy autumn
harvesting, ploughing and sowing.



Peking’s scientists and technicians
are far from unique. Participating in
the movement for mass scientific
activities, their colleagues in other
parts of the country are also hard at
work in the countryside as well as in
mines and mills. Organized by their
local scientific associations, these teams
embracing scores, hundreds and
sometimes even thousands of scien-
tists and technicians specializing in one
or several fields are active in many
provinces. Hupeh, for instance, early
this year was the scene of a huge
“science service team,” 1,000-strong
making the rounds in some 35 rural
communes and 60 factories and con-
struction sites. It summed up and
popularized the advanced techniques
and experiences encountered while
tackling whatever production snags ap-
peared. In this way, Hupeh’s scientists
played the role of catalysts in effect-
ing production boosts.

Bringing advanced techniques to
the doorstep, as this process is now
known in China, is a many-sided
boon. While important problems of
production which resisted solution by
“normal” methods are now giving
way before such combined assaults,
the scientists and technicians have in
turn discovered an unfailing source of
enrichment of their own investigations
and research and the means of putting
them to that final and indispensable
test — practice!

At Village Fairs

A recent report in Hubei Ribao
(ITupeh Daily) presented an interesting
facet of present-day prosperity in the
countryside. It told of the busy
bazaars at Hsiehchi People’s Commune
in that province, which, while still
retaining some traditional forms, are
playing a new role in the rural
economy.

On market days, peasants from
nearby villages make use of their rest
days by heading for the bazaars singly
or in groups. They carry with them
squealing piglets, poultry and green
vegetables raised in their own gardens
and handicrafts of their own making.
At the bazaars, they are both buyers
and sellers. By selling what they
hold in surplus after fulfilling the
state purchase quotas, they supple-
ment their workday earnings and in
turn buy what they need. In the same

way, the community dining-
rooms, production teams
and production brigades also
sell their surpluses on the
market.

Directing and managing
this type of market is an
exchange office (also called
service department) which
announces price references
and, for the convenience of
the peasants, purchases
goods left unsold at the
market. There is also a
bank where the peasants
can keep their spare money
for future use.

With the ever-mounting
purchasing power both in
cities and villages and the
ensuing increased demand
for a wider variety and
greater quantity of goods,
these village bazaars are a
happy supplement to the
state stores which handle
the lion’s share of trade in
the countryside.

Another convenient shop-
ping service in the rural
areas now being popu-
larized in Liaoning and other prov-
inces is the ‘“dining-room” market,
so-called because it centres around
the community dining-room. These
markets make full use of the after-
lunch and dinner hours to present
their wares to customers as well as
buy whatever surplus goods the latter
want to sell.

In Changtu County, Liaoning, where
this new-type market was first in-
troduced, stalls were set up right in
the courts of the community dining-
rooms selling tobacco, paper, various
daily necessities, farm tools and
sundries of all sorts. Services are also
available — a commune member hav-
ing his haircut or his boots mended
during the lunch break is a common
sight, while the photographer special-
izing in family portraits is always one
of the most popular men on the prem-
ises.

The “dining-room™. markets are a
popular institution introduced by
thoughtful planners of the state com-
mercial departments applying the
highly effective method of bringing
the shop to the shopper!

At Hsiehchi People’s Commune Market
Sketch by Chu Huei

Water for Hongkong

Last week the People’s Council of
Po On County, Kwangtung Province,
signed an agreement with the British
authorities in Hongkong for supplying
water to Hongkong from the Shum-
chun Reservoir.

Hongkong has long suffered a severe
shortage in its water supply. In the
dry season, there are only three hours
during the day when running water
is available. This is a state of affairs
which has a detrimental effect on the
health and well-being of our com-
patriots and residents of Hongkong.
The people of Kwangtung Province,
in an expression of solicitude for their
Hongkong fellow counirymen, decided
to provide them with water from the
Shumchun Reservoir which was in
large part completed early this spring.
The primary function of the reservoir
is flood prevention and the genera-
tion of power.

Under the agreement, the Shumchun
Reservoir will provide Hongkong with
5,000 million gallons of water annual-
ly.
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