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THE PATH OF SOCIALIST LITERATURE AND

ART IN CHINA

CHOU YANG

The pamphlet presents the text of a report delivered on July 22, 1960, by Comrade Chou
Yang to the Third Congress of Chinese Literary and Art Workers. It correctly sums up the great
achievements made in literature and art in China in the past eleven years and the rich experience
gained; it is a profound exposition of the thinking of Mao Tse-tung on questions of art and litera-
ture and the Party’s line on these questions. It provides a detailed explanation of the political
direction, the path of development and the creative method of socialist literature and art under
present circumstances. It thoroughly criticizes modern revisionism and penetratingly deals with the
question of how to critically assimilate heritage of literature and art.

Covering a wide range of topics and forcefully argued, this is an important, militant and
scientifically presented essay imbued with a strong Marxist-Leninist spirit. It will give active
guidance and inspiration to the development of socialist literature and art.

Published by:

74 pp.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS Pai Wan Chuang, Peking (37), China

Distributed by: GUOZI SHUDIAN P.O. Box 399, Peking, China

When Serfs Stood Up in Tibet

Report by Anna Louise Strong

Anna Louis Strong follows up her recently published Tibetan Interviews with
a second book on Tibet, an account of her travels there in 1959. She sketches in the
historical background of Tibet, gives the facts on the rebellion launched by the reac-
tionary clique of the upper social strata which was determined to preserve the serf
system, and describes the democratic reforms which have been going ahead vigorously
there since the revolt was put down.

The author visited cities and monasteries and toured the rural areas; interviewed
emancipated serfs, lamas and patriotic patricians. These interviews expose the true
character of Tibetan feudal serfdom in all its inhuman cruelty. Together with the
author’s own observations they also show how the Tibetan people, led by the Chinese
Communist Party and Chairman Mao, have cast off the shackles of serfdom and have

started with all other nationalities of China to build a new, happy prosperous socialist
life.

326 pp.
Published by: NEW WORLD PRESS Peking, China
Distributed by: GUOZI SHUDIAN P.O. Box 399, Peking, China
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ROUND THE WEEK

C.P. Central Committee Meets

Topping the news this week was the
9th Plenary Session of the 8th Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party. Convened in Peking between
January 14 and 18 the session issued
a communique on January 20. Full
texts of the communique and a resolu-
tion on the Meeting of Representatives
of the Communist and Workers’
Parties in Moscow were broadcast and
rebroadcast in a nationwide hookup
over the Central People’s Broadcast-
ing Station. On the 21st, all papers
frontpaged the news with banner
headlines and carried the stories in
full. The session was definitely the
talk of the town.

Internationally, the session gave full
approval to the Statement and Appeal
to the Pecoples of All the World
adopted at the recent Moscow Meet-
ing. It expressed the firm resolve to
strive for the realization of the tasks
set forth in these documents. Inter-
nally, the economic achievements of
the past years were reviewed. In 1960,
there was a continued leap forward in
the national economy as a result of
holding aloft the three red banners of
the Party’s general line, the big leap
forward and the people’s communes.
In view of serious natural calamities
for two successive years, it called on
the whole nation to concentrate in 1961
on strengthening the agricultural front.
The session also decided io carry out
a rectification campaign throughout
the country. (See p. 5.)

“Kaimenhong” in the Collieries

Coalmines and coalminers are once
more in the limelight. They have
achieved kaimenhong (open the door
to red), a popular Chinese term mean-
ing to crown the start with success.
From the very first day of the year,
they have kept daily output high and
hurdled production targets by wide
margins,

In the environs of Peking, the big
Chingsi Colliery has hit an average
daily output 16 per cent higher than
December’s. This feat is largely the

result of examining and evaluating last
year’s experience and good preparatory
work. In Kailan, another leading north
China coal centre, tunnelling brigades
adopted and spread whole sets of ad-
vanced methods of work, thus pushing
output to still greater heights.
Pinghsiang and Huainan Collieries in
Kiangsi and Anhwei Provinces also
overfulfilled their norms ahead of
schedule. This was achieved in no
small measure through -colliery-wide
attention to overhauling and careful
maintenance of machinery.

Hand in hand with this spectacular
rise in production has gone a technical
reconstruction programme of existing
small collieries. Many such mines have
recently added special rail lines to im-
prove transport facilities and thus raise
labour efficiency. Others, as in Kwang-
tung Province, recently recommissioned
and mechanized 12 pairs of small
shafts. These are the first of 80 pairs
of shafts in the province scheduled for
technical improvements before the
year’s rainy season sets in. This marks
a new stage in the process of growth
and elevation for Kwangiung’s infant
coal mining industry originally set up
in 1958 by indigenous and improvised
methods.

Coal is one of the basic industries
which has registered a phenomenal ad-
vance since the big leap forward of
1958. As the communique of last week’s
Central Committee session pointed
out, China's coal output between
1957 and 1960 moved from fifth to
second place in the world. Yet in the
continuous industrial leap, the demand
for coal —an irreplaceable raw ma-
terial for steel and a prime source of
power — often outdistanced produc-
tion. Hence the present stress on both
expansion of new collieries and the
technical reconstruction of old ones.

Spring Festival Gets Early Start

China is concentrating on raising
steel, coal and farm output — but the
consumer is no “forgotten man” either.
Although the Chinese Spring Festival
(Lunar New Year) is still three wecks
away, holiday wares are already pour-



Coal “Island”

ing into the market in abundant quan-
tities and varieties. Besides woollens
and textiles, fountain pens, radios.
bicycles, clocks and watches, stationery
and other light industrial goods which
are in great demand, a rich assortment
of traditional New Year's favouritcs
such as toys. papercuts. lanterns and
firecrackers are also on sale. Even for
the early starters, this year’s shopping
season can be said to have started
early.

The economic planners have been a
little ahcad of the game. Anticipat-
ing a great buying spree during Spring
Festival as a result of rising purchas-
ing power, they have spurred the con-
sumer goods industry to extra effort
for quantity and quality at the year’s
start. To facilitate this, added raw
materials, machinery and manpower
were allocafed where necessary. Re-
sults:

The first half of this month saw
Shanghai, the country’s leading light
industrial centre, rushing some 20.000
tons of consumer goods to other cities
and the countryside.

Tientsin, Chengtu, Nanking and
other metropolitan centres are witness-
ing a boom not only in light industries,
but also in such handicrafts as lan-
terns, firecrackers, decorative flowers
and all those things old and new
which make Spring Festival a gay and
glowing time.

The workers of Shenyang have their
eye on their “friendly rivals” to the
south and are striving to bring their
wares on a par with if not surpassing
those from Shanghai, generally con-
ceded to be tops in the nation.

In far-off Sining, capital of the fast-
growing northwestern province of
Chinghai, commercial departments are
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providing manufactur-
ers with a better idea
of consumer taste by

forwarding to them
hundreds of samples of
products which have
won consumer —ap-

proval.

Spring Festival this
year falls on February
15. It is a time for
family reunions, feasts
and merry-making. In
this pre-holiday season
there is a general air of
“great expectations”!

by Wang Cho

Chinese Protestants Confer

319 representatives of Chinese Prot-
estant churches from all parts of the
couniry recently held a national con-
ference in Shanghai. They unani-
mously adopted a resolution outlining
their future activities:

To continue to oppose imperialist
aggression, safeguard world peace and
thoroughly effect in the Protestant
churches the policy of the “three selfs”
(self-administration, self-support and
self-propagation);

To  wholeheartedly accept the
leadership of the Communist Party.
take the road of socialism, actively
partake in the building of socialism
and help the Government implement
its policy of freedom of religious belief.

During the conference, the repre-
sentatives expressed appreciation to
the Chinese Communist Party and the
People’s Government for their con-
sistent policy of freedom of religious
belief and consideration towards the
Protestants. They pointed out that
Chinese  Protestant churches had
registered great achievements in their
patriotic, anti-imperialist movement
in the past decade and more and had
basically transformed themselves from
an instrument of imperialist aggres-
sion into churches administered by
Chinese Protestants themselves. They
also called for vigilance against im-
perialism, particularly 1.S. imperi-
alism, which continues to try by every
means to use religion as an instrument
of sabotage against New China.

The conference elected a 145-
member National Committee of Prot-
estant Churches in China for Self-
Administration. Wu Yao-tsung was
re-elected Chairman and Chen Chien-
chen, Wu Yi-fang. Ting Kuang-hsun.
Teng Yu-chih, Ting Yu-chang. Hsieh

Yun-chin and Chia Yu-ming were
clected Vice-Chairmen.

Flying Fingers of Soochow

Of all its arts and handicrafts, Soo-
chow’s embroidery is without doubt
the most famous. And of all its
embroidery women, Li Ngo-ying is
undoubtedly one of the nimblest and
most experienced. If proof were
needed, she proved it again. this time
by completing a textbook on Soochow
embroidery — the first of its kind in
the city’s history.

To say that Li Ngo-ying is a veteran
in her field is to understate the case.
Though only 35, she has 23 years of
embroidering experience to her credit.
Her originality in design and deftness
in stitching technique are well-known
in Soochow and widely acclaimed
throughout the country. In recogni-
tion of her achievements, she was in-
vited in 1958 to join the staff of the
Soochow Research Institute of Arts
and Handicrafts.

As an embroidery teacher Ngo-ving
soon discovered that despite its long
history, no one had ever bothered to
put down the hows and whys of
embroidery as a guide to beginners.
A year ago, encouraged by the Com-
munist Party organization in the
Institute and fired by a love for her
profession, Ngo-ving herself set out to
prepare a textbook. Though she had
only three years of formal schooling,
she went ahead on her labour of love.
She drew not only from her own vast
experience but tapped the rich store
of wisdom and artistry of her fellow
embroiderers and Institute students.
She wrote and rewrote, and slowly
but surely chapter followed chapter
until there finally was born the
present work combining theory with
practice, and clear text enlivened and
illuminated by beautiful illustrations.

Soochow’s handicrafts —an art as
well as an industry with centuries of
tradition behind it—now flourishes
as never before. To develop the city's
invaluable heritage, an arts and
handicrafts school and training classes
were established. An arts and handi-
crafts factory recently established
alone trained more than 1,200 young
apprentices. Through the close inte-
gration of the teaching of design and
embroidery, the young student-artists
of Soochow’s Research Institute learn
in two years what used to take many.
Now there is the new textbook to
further speed things along.

Peking Review



Communique of the Ninth Plenary Session
Of the Eighth Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China

The following communique was released on January
20, 1961. — Ed.

THE Ninth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of China was held in
Peking January 14-18, 1961.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung presided over the session.
Eighty-three Members and 87 Alternate Members of the
Central Committec attended. Twenty-three other comrades
from the departments concerned of the Central Committee
and from Party committees of various provinces, munici-
palities and autonomous regions were also present.

The Ninth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Com-
mittee heard and discussed a report by Comrade Teng
Hsiao-ping, General Secretary of the Central Committee,
on the Meeting of Representatives of the Communist and
Workers' Parties held in Moscow, November 1960, and
adopted a corresponding resolution. The Plenary Session
expressed satisfaction with the work of the Delegation of
the Communist Party of China headed by Comrade Liu
Shao-chi during the Moscow Meeting. The Plenary Ses-
sion warmly welcomed the great achievements of the
Meeting of Representatives of the Communist and Workers’
Parties, fully approved the Statement and the Appeal to
the Pcoples of All the World unanimously adopted at the
Meeting and firmly resolved to strive for the realization
of the common tasks set forth in the documents of the
Meeting. The Plenary Session called on all members of
the Party and the people of the whole country to hold
aloft the great Marxist-Leninist banner of the 1957 Moscow
Declaration and the 1960 Moscow Statement and, in in-
ternational affairs, to strengthen unity with the Soviet
Union, strengthen the unity of the entire socialist camp
and of the international communist movement and
strengthen the unity of the world’s working class and of all
the peoples who love peace and freedom, and to strive
for new victories in the cause of world peace and human
progress.

The Ninth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central
Committee also heard and discussed a report on the ful-
filment of the 1960 national economic plan and the main
targels for the 1961 national economic plan by Comrade
Li Fu-chun, Member of the Political Bureau of the Cen-
tral Committee, Vice-Premier of the State Council and
Chairman of the State Planning Commission. The Plenary
Session pointed out that during 1960 the people of the
whole country continued to hold aloft the three red banners
of the Party’s general line, the big leap forward and the
people’s communes and won victory in the continued leap
forward of the national economy on the basis of the great
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leap forward of 1958 and 1959. China’s level of industrial
production has been greatly raised as a result of the big
leap forward in three consecutive years. In steel out-
put, China's place in the world has risen from ninth
in 1957 to sixth, and in coal output from fifth to
second. The material and technical base of industry has
been enormously strengthened. The stock of machine tools
is more than double that of 1957; and the number of
engineers and technicians has also more than doubled. In
the past three years, the gross value of industrial output
increased at an average annual rate of over 40 per cent,
or more than double the average annual rate of increase
during the First Five-Year Plan. In agriculture, the pro-
duction plan was not fulfilled in 1960 because the country
suffered the most severe natural calamities in a century
following upon the serious natural calamities of 1959. In
the past three years, however, the organization of the peo-
ple’s communes has steadily improved and become more
firmly consolidated. Rural water conservancy work has
made tremendous progress with an increase of more than
300 million mu in the effectively irrigated arvea in three
years. There has been a definite improvement in the tech-
nical equipment for agriculture with a roughly ninefold in-
crease in irrigation equipment and an approximately three-
fold increase in the number of tractors in three years. The
“Eight-Point Charter” for agricultural production has been
enriched and developed in the course of extensive prac-
tice. All this has not only mitigated the loss caused by
the severe natural calamities in the past two years, but
also provided favourable conditions for the expansion of
agricultural production in the future. The great achieve-
ments of our country during the past three years show
that the Party’s general line for socialist construction, the
big leap forward and the people's communes suit the re-
alities of China.

HE Ninth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Com-

mittee held that, in view of the serious natural calami-
ties that affected agricultural production for two succes-
sive years, the whole nation in 1961 must concentrate on
strengthening the agricultural front, thoroughly carry out
the policy of taking agriculture as the foundation of the
national economy and of the whole Party and the entire
people going in for agriculture and grain production in
a big way, step up support for agriculture by all trades
and professions and exert the utmost effort to win a bet-
ter harvest in agricultural production. In the rural areas,
efforts must be made to consolidale further the people’s
communes, thoroughly carry out the various policies con-
cerning the people’s commune and the rural economy,
adopt ellective measures to take good care of the liveli-
hood of the people’s commune members, help them tide
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