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SON OF THE WORKING CLASS

The autobiography of Wu Yun-to, one of New China’s best-loved heroes of labour.
Wu was a coalminer. He grew up in the maelstrom of struggle against the Japanese in-
vaders and the reactionaries who were betraying the country. Whether organizing a strike,
making rifles with home-made tools, getting explosives for the people’s army by rifling
enemy timebombs, or convalescing from his third wound, he never stopped working for the

revolution.

The significance of this book is not so much that it is the story of a single hero —
though Wu never indulges in heroics — as that it was because there were countless Wu

Yun-tos — simple men of heroic mould — that the Chinese people won through to victory.

226 pp. Hlustrated

Published by:

Taming the Dragon and the Tiger
By Tuan Cheng-pin and Tu Shih-tsun

The year 1958 was an uncommon one in China's history. To change the poverty
and cultural backwardness of their country, the Chinese people, under the guiding light
of the Party’s general line for socialist construction, launched a big leap forward on various
industrial and agricultural fronts, and scored brilliant successes. This play presents the in-
spiring story of how the peasants in a certain hilly region, in order to support the drive for
steel production in the big leap, display soaring enthusiasm and great heroism in building
a bridge to aid the transportation of ores. Around the central theme of bridge building,
the conflict between advanced and conservative ideas, the overcoming of conservative ideas

and the subsequent big leap in the engineering project are unfolded.

Marked by a fresh rhythm and strongly national in character, this play gives a grand,

lively picture of China's big leap forward of 1958 in the building of socialism in the countryside.

Distributed by: GUOZI1 SHUDIAN PO. Box 399, Peking, China
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ROUND THE WEEK

See, Hear, Ask and Think

“He who makes no investigation
has no right to speak.” This famous
saying of Chairman Mao Tse-tung
drives home the point that a good,
down-to-earth style of work, the
style of work of Marxist revolution-
aries, must be based on an adequate
study and full knowledge of objective
realities. In the twenty years since
these words were spoken it has been
one of the guiding principles of the
working style of Chinese Communist
Party members and revolutionary
cadres.

Through the years of revolutionary
struggle and peaceful construction,
getting down to the facts has become
a settled tradition with cadres in
every field of work. We find leading
cadres stepping out of their offices
regularly to work alongside the rank
and file in the workshops and mines,
with the farmers in the fields and
soldiers in their companies, to discover
and look into problems and help solve
them. This keeps the work going
steadily forward.

This traditional style of work has
recently found new forms of ex-
pression in the nation’s industrial
enterprises. Managerial staffs in an
increasing number of factories are
sending out representatives to get
customers’ opinions about their prod-
ucts. Users’ comments and sugges-
tions are_then analysed and products
improved accordingly. The Loyang
Tractor Works’ management, for ex-
ample, keeps in constant touch with
state farms and people’'s communes
using its Dongfanghong tractors and
regularly solicits their views on how
to improve its tractor models. Dong-
fanghong’s increasing popularity with
farmers is understandable,

Renmin Ribao last week made
special mention of the business-like
style of work of the Shanghai Petro-
leum Machinery Works' managerial
staff. The drills which this plant first
began to make in 1956 did not have a
particularly high efficiency rating.
When this question was discussed at
the works, some naturally said that
more needed to be learnt about drill-
making in other countries. The Party
committee and the majority of the
workers and staff members, however,

were of the opinion that while this
was necessary it was just as important
to get the views of those who were
actually wusing their products, the
workers in the oilfields, since geologi-
cal conditions in China are not quite
the same as those in other countries,
and the demands on a drill likewise
vary. With general approval, the
management sent special fact-finding
teams to the Yumen oilfields to collect
ideas on the spot from the oil workers.

Down in Yumen, these teams,
composed of administrative personnel.
technicians and workers, lived and
worked with the workers “to see, hear,
ask and think” — meaning to see for
themselves how their drills actually
worked, to hear what the workers had
to say about their products. to ask them
personally how they would like the
drills to be made, and to think out how
improvements should be made. They
also made a scientific check-up on
the performance of their drills in
the field and a special study of
damaged specimens. In 1959 alone
team members inspected several
hundred damaged drills at the Yumen
oil derricks. analysed the causes of
damage and how to guard against
similar accidents. Qver the past five
years this Shanghai plant’'s fact-
finding teams have frequently toured
the oil centres in Yumen, Karamai,
Tsaidam and other places as well as
mines in many parts of the country.
As a result of their research and
continued improvements in the drills
made, their efficiency has been greatly
improved. In 1956 the Shanghai Pe-
troleum Machinery Works produced
only six kinds of drills, today it is
turning out no less than 52 kinds of
drills and their quality is known from
coast to coast.

Tree Time

The beauly of the trees recently
turned green at the first touch of
spring has reminded everyone that
tree-planting time is here again. In
many parts of the country, especially
in the south where the weather is
warmer, people’s commune members,
students, soldiers and others can be
seen with spade in one hand and
bucket in the other planting trees by
the thousands on hills and along the
river banks and roadsides.



Kweilin Karsl Scenery

Afforestation, now an annual na-
tional activity, is in full swing in
Shansi, Honan, Hupeh, Hunan, Kiang-
si, Kiangsu and other provinces.
Hupeh. in central China, has already
planted young trees on 2.4 million mu.
In neighbouring Kiangsi, 1.8 million
mu have been covered. And in Honan
trees planted by roadsides, on river
banks and around houses and villages
add up to more than 100 million.

This year people are paying great
attention not only to planting new
trees but also to the care of the young
forests which have already attained a
considerable growth. Species of new
trees planted are selecled on the basis
of local needs and conditions. In
ITonan, for instance, those which
vield oil, timber and fuel are favoured.
In Hunan, among the most popular
are chestnut and persimmon. Near
coalmining areas trees whose wood
makes good props for the mines are
receiving priority.

Probing the Limestone Lands

The famous “stone forest” in eastern
Yunnan has long amazed travellers
with its towering pillars of rock
rising sheer from the plain. Of similar
geological formation, the uniquely
picturesque hills of Kweilin contain
many interesting caves. The remark-
able Seven Star Cave is a series of
enchanting grottoes containing eroded
rocks like so many hundreds of life-
like figures. People marvel at the
intricate handiwork of nature. These
unusual sights which so much attract
laymen are known scientifically as
karst [formations — limestone lands
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sculptured and tunnelled by centuries
of erosion. The study of this geological
phenomenon is a specialized science.

Recently at Nanning, capital of the
Kwangsi Chuang Autonomous Region
where there are many karst areas,
Chinese scientists gathered to review
their work in this field and chart the
course of their future study. This na-
tional conference, the first of its kind
in China, was called by the Chinese
Academy of Sciences.

Since liberation, the study of karst
conditions in China has made a
big  headway. Large-scale con-
struction work has greatly enriched
our knowledge of karst formations.
The building of big water conservancy
projects, railway lines and bridges, for
instance, has provided scientists with
ample material for karst research. The
material they have collected, on the
other hand, has been of great use in
planning and executing other engineer-
ing projects in karst areas. On the
basis of their own practical work the
peasanis have also accumulated rich
experience since 1958 in building many
small and medium-sized irrigation
works in karst areas. They have done
particularly interesting work in pre-
venting seepage, a major ill suffered
by such areas. Many observation posts
set up jointly by scientists and peas-
ants have helped to gather valuable
information regarding underground
water sources in which, naturally,
these areas are rich. It was such
subjects as these that the scientists
discussed at the Nanning conference.

Like other scientific work in China
today, study of karst formations is also

closely geared to serve production.
The conference drew the attention of
researchers to the need for a further
study of the distribution of karst areas
in the country and the major im-
portance of finding water sources for
agricultural use in these arcas. This
will be immensely facilitated by
the knowledge now made available
through the conference.

Urban Communes’ Big Role

The latest scorecard from the na-
tion’s urban people’s communes shows
encouraging advances. They are con-
solidating their general position and
their industries grow apace. One of
the most notable facts is that their
factories and workshops are playing an
increasingly important role in the pro-
duction of articles of daily use. Since
last autumn there has been a marked
rise in both the output and quality
of these products. Today commune-
run industry in the cities is producing
between 50 to 70 per cent of the na-
ticnal ouiput of many of these small
articles.

Thousands of small things, ranging
from kitchen utensils, knives, scissors
and toys to hairpins are daily neces-
sities needed in millions of homes.
With the general rise of the people’s
standards of living. retail sales of con-
sumer goods rose by more than one-
third last year compared with 1957.
Sales of such small articles went up by
66 per cent.

Commune-run industry in Tientsin,
north China’s major port city, is
making more than 1,300 kinds of small
articles. nearly three times as many as
in 1959. In the northeast, Shenyang’s
city communes last year doubled their
output value of articles of daily use.

This is no small achievement con-
sidering that most of the factories and
workshops in urban people’s com-
munes were set up only a little more
than a year ago. The workers,
mostly housewives newly emancipat-
ed from household drudgery and
in their first factory jobs, not
only quickly mastered the technical
skills needed to make these com-
modities but were soon introducing
technical innovations and machines to
do or speed up a great deal of their
work. As a result, the level of mech-
anization and semi-mechanization in
these fledgeling factories has risen
rapidly. In Shenyang, for instance,
within a single year, it jumped from
20 per cent to over 50 per cent.
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RENMIN RIBAO

A New Era of Man’s Entry into Space
Has Begun'

Following is a translation of “Renmin Ribac’s”
editorial of April 13. Subheads are ours. — Ed.

ON April 12, 1961, Major Yuri Alekseyevich Gagarin, the

Soviet navigator aboard the spaceship Vostok (The
East), made a successful flight to the skies, travelling in
outer space at a distance from the earth ranging from
175 to 302 kilometres, and successfully returned to earth.
This is a grand and happy event in the history of man’s
conquest of nature. This makes the spring of 1961 an
unusual spring. A new era of man’s entry into space
has begun! This is a tremendous contribution of the
Soviet people to human progress and world peace. The
Chinese people enthusiastically hail this great and bril-
liant achievement of their Soviet brothers; with immense
elation and joy, they extend their fraternal congratulations
to the great Soviet people, the outstanding Soviet scientists
and the brave Major Gagarin.

A Long-Cherished Dream Comes True

For centuries past, mankind has longed to explore
the boundless expanse of the cosmos. As one scans the
blue sky in the daytime and watches the glittering stars
and the Milky Way at night, many beautiful images flash
through one’s mind. The fairy tale of Chang Ngo's flight
to the moon is a reflection of the ancient Chinese people’s
dream of travelling to outer space. But in the past the
cosmos was a mystery. The development of science has
added a great deal to man’s knowledge of the cosmos but
even up till now he possesses little real knowledge of
the numerous celestial bodies. The launching of the
first artificial earth satellite by the Soviet Union in
October 1957 blazed the trail for man’s exploration of
space. Since then the Soviet Union has obtained a large
amount of valuable data about cosmic space as a result
of its successive launchings of earth satellites, and space
rockets and spaceships. In a short span of three and a
half years, it has enabled mankind to make a successful
trip into space, and thereby written a new chapter in
man’s conquest of space. The amazing speed of advance
of Soviet science and technology and its brilliant achieve-
ments cannot fail to fill the world’s people with joy and
exultation.

It is known that the solution of the problem of man’s
enfry into space not only requires the successful launch-
ing of a heavy-type satellite equipped with the necessary
conditions to support human life but a guarantee that
the satellite can pass through the dense layers of the
atmosphere and return safely to earth. The first satellite
spaceship launched by the Soviet Union last May weighed
4,540 kilogrammes. This successfully solved the problem
of launching a heavy-type satellite. The second satellite
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spaceship solved the problem of a safe return to earth.
Moreover, with its many experiments in sending animals
into space, and its systematic study of the *‘overloads”
produced during their entry into space and “weightless-
ness” during orbiting, the Soviet Union has made careful
preparations for man’s flight into space. That is why
the spaceship Vostok and its passenger, Major Gagarin,
could make a precisely determined flight in orbit accord-
ing to the will of the Soviet scientists, why Gagarin felt
well during the flight, kept in constant contact with peo-
ple on earth, and finally made a smooth landing in the
pre-determined area. It is also known that man has up
to now lived under the earth’s dense atmospheric layer.
On the one hand, this dense atmosphere affords protec-
tion to man and provides conditions for his existence.
On the other hand, it stands in the way of man’s ex-
ploration of the cosmos. Now that man has broken
through this barrier of the dense layers of the atmosphere,
his centuries-old dreams of making a flight into space
have been realized. From now on, he will be able to
enter space to carry out directly new explorations and
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Man from the Vostok (The East)
Cartoon by Chiang Fan and Fang Cheng
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