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The White-Haired Girl

by Ho Ching-chih and Ting Yi

The well-known opera The White-Haired Girl is based on a popular folk-tale of northern
China. It tells the moving story about a pretty, kind-hearted and courageous peasant girl, Hsi-erh,
who, in the old society, suffered almost unbelievable exploitation, humiliation and persecution from
a landlord lamily. After the liberation all these wrongs were redressed. This opera shows in
vivid terms how “in the old society men were changed into ghosts, while in the new society ghosts
change info men,” and inspires in the people a deeper love for their People’s Government and
new society.

Being strongly national in character this opera is loved profoundly by the Chinese people.

A film adapted from this opera won a special prize at the Karlovy Vary Film Festival

in 1951. The book is illustrated.

160 pages

Paper and cloth covers

Books for Children

NexT-Tme Port

This medium-length children’s story is
written by Yen Wen-ching, the well-known
Chinese writer of children's literature.

It is aboul the interesting adventures of a
schoolboy named Tang Hsiao-hsi, who was very
fond of playing and never did his homework
well. Whenever there was work to be done,
he always said: “Next time.” At last Time
was angry with him and went away. Hsiao-hsi
chased after him. On the way he met Gray
Rat, who promised to take him to the “Happy
Land.” They first came to a place called
“Next-Time Port,” where all the boats were
becalmed, waiting to sail “next time.” There
Hsiao-hsi met with many unhappy adventures.
Finally he became more aware and shouted:
“Oh, Time! Please don’t get angry with me
anymore. Please come back immediately!” And
strangely enough, Time returned. The boats
at the port no longer put up those signboards
“Sailing Next Time!” and the port was no
longer called “Nex!t-Time Port.” By then, Hsiao-
hsi had learnt how to regard his homework
and play in the right way. 10 illustrations.

The Rainbow Road

by Hu Chi

The Raeinbow Road, written in the style of
a folk tale, is a vivid story about three Tibetan

boys in search of the rainbow road and a happy
life.

They lived in a village far, far away in
the snow-capped mountains. One day, they
heard that the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army had built a bright rainbow road which
would bring happiness to the Tibetan people.
Wanting to search for happiness they decided
to go out and have a look at this road. So
they slipped away from home. On their way
they met with many trials in crossing turbulent
rivers and snow-covered mountains and walk-
ing over the scorching desert and vast grassland,
constantly threatened by cold, hunger and
fatigue. Because they never wavered in their
faith, finally, after overcoming numerous diffi-
culties, they found the bright rainbow road
and happiness, and so started out on a new
life together. Many illustrations.
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ROUND THE WEEK

More Tractors for the Farms

Five major tractor plants in the
country are being expanded. They are
Loyang’s No. 1 Tractor Works, the
Tientsin Tractor Works, the Kiangsi
Tractor Plant, Anshan’s Hongqi Tractor
Plant and the Shenyang Tractor Plant.
When expansion is completed, farm
machinery planners report, the pro-
duction capacity of these plants will
be more than 400 per cent greater than
at present.

The expansion of these five plants is
one of the key projects of China’s
capital construction programme in the
field of agricultural machinery for the
current year. Their expansion will be
completed by next year at the latest.
In the Kiangsi and Anshan plants it
will be finished this year.

Although at the present stage of
things in China, mechanized farming
still plays a relatively minor role in
agricultural production, an increas-
ing number of tractors and other
farm machinery have been sent to the
countryside by the state in the past
few years. These are heralds of things
to come. In seven areas in the north-
east, including Shenyang, Anshan
and Yingkow, the tractor-ploughed
acreage this spring was double that
ploughed at the same time last year.
Wheat and cotton producing Shantung
Province now has 6,300 tractors (in
terms of 15 horsepower units) which
ploughed nearly 10 million mu of land
this spring. In the current national
agricultural drive the production of
farm machines is being gradually
stepped up.

Supply of Parts. While the five
tractor plants mentioned above are
being expanded, 14 works of varying
sizes making agricultural ‘machinery
accessories and parts are either being
built or enlarged. The nation’s farm
machinery industry right now is mass
producing four types of tractors —
“East Is Red,” “Iron Bull,” “Bumper
Harvest,” and “Red Flag,” as well as
many types of irrigation and drainage
machinery and tractor appliances such
as harrows, seeders, rakes, etc. Main-
tenance of these {ractors and other
farm  machinery requires a large
amount of parts and accessories. Most

of these 14 plants are specialized en-
terprises where production is or will
be highly mechanized. Construction
and expansion of these plants will
greally increase the supply of parts and
accessories.

Repair Networks. The steady flow
of tractors and other farm machines to
the countryside is resulling in a grow-
ing number of machine-repair work-
shops in the rural areas. Last week
reports from Shansi, Hopei, Shantung,
Honan, Liaoning Provinces and Peking
tell of rapidly developing networks of
farm machinery repair service centres
in these areas. To date 334 repair
works and workshops and many more
repair stations have been set up.

In addition to providing repair and
maintenance services for tractors,
trucks and other farm machines and
tools on the farms of local people’s
communes, Lhese repair centres also
help train mechanics and tractor driv-
ers for them.

Most of the larger repair works were
formerly small plants which were re-
built or expanded in the latter part
of last year. The small workshops
have been built up from numerous re-
pair service stations while most of the
repair stations in the villages today
are recent creations. Together, these
big and medium-sized repair works
and the small repair stations go to
make up the extensive networks that
take care of farm machinery mainte-
nance work in these areas. They
handle everything from day-to-day
check-ups to major overhauls.

These repair service networks are
being built up and developed accord-
ing to plans carefully worked out by
the local authorities. While the em-
phasis is put on areas where the most
machinery is being used, other areas
are not neglected. Sooner or later
they'll be getting more machines, too.

Taiwan Anniversary

Three hundred years ago, in 1661,
Cheng Cheng-kung (Koxinga), the
famous general of the Ming Dynasty,
sailed at the head of a fleet from the
Chinese mainland and landed on the
Chinese island of Taiwan, then occu-
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Building a New Faclory

pied by the Dutch colonialists. After
nine months of bloody fighting he
drove out the Dutch and recovered
Taiwan for China. Ever since then
Cheng Cheng-kung has been honoured
by the Chinese people as a national
hero.

Four years ago on May 24, 1957,
some 30,000 Taiwan citizens rose in a
furious demonstration against U.S. im-
perialism. Shouting the slogan “U.S.
troops, get out of Taiwan!” people in
Taipeh stormed the U.S. “embassy”
and the U.S. “Information Service.”
They were supported by the warm
sympathy of their Chinese compatriots
on the mainland and elsewhere.

Last week, special mcetlings were
held in Peking, Foochow, Shanghai
and other cities to commemorate this
double anniversary. At these meelings,
members of the Taiwan Democratic
Self-Government League, people from
Taiwan and members of China’s dem-
ocratic parties forcefully condemned
the U.S. occupation of Taiwan and its
outrageous “lwo Chinas” scheme and
expressed the determination of the
Chinese people to liberate the island.

At the Peking meeting, Hsu Meng-
shan, Secretary-General of the Taiwan
Democratic Self-Government League,
said that both the recovery of the
island from the Dutch colonialists 300
years ago and the anti-U.S. demonstra-
tion of the Taiwan people four years
ago served to prove that the Chinese
people, including their compatriots on
Taiwan, are unswerving in the strug-
gle against foreign aggressors and to
bring Taiwan back to the bosom of
the motherland. No matter how fero-
cious the aggressors may be and no
matter what cunning tricks they may
play, they will have to get out of
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Sketch by Li Chich-wen

China's territory of Taiwan. Hsu
Meng-shan paid tribute to the daily
mounting anti-U.S. struggle of the peo-
ple in Taiwan today.

Denouncing the Kennedy Adminis-
tration for stepping up its despicable
attempt to create “two Chinas,” he
declared that the imperialists will
never succeed in their schemes: the
Chinese people will surely liberate
Taiwan.

Red Scarves

On May 27, Peking’s Chingshan Park
was astir with a crowd of two thou-
sand Young Pioneers. Its famous Coal
Hill was overrun by boys and girls
in neal white shirts, red scarves and
blue trousers or shorts. Red f[lags
bearing the star and torch [lew proudly
in the summer breeze from this, the
highest hill within Peking's city wall.
On that afternoon 1,100 boys and girls
were admitted to the Young Pioncers
in a full-fledged ceremony held in the
presence of many veteran revolution-
aries. The gathering was one of the
many activities of Peking’s boys and
girls on the eve of International Chil-
dren’s Day.

At the ceremony the veterans of the
revolution placed red scarves, insignia
of the Young Pioneers, round the necks
of the new members of China's chil-
dren’s organization. Among the vet-
erans present were Teng Ying-chao,
Vice-President of the National Women's
Federation, People’s Liberation Army
officers who were once members of
the famous Children’s Corps, and vet-
eran workers who took part in the
big railway strike in 1923.

Teng Ying-chao, speaking to the
gathering, extended warm greetings to
the boys and girls for International

Children’s Day. She encouraged them
to study well, keep fit, develop habiis
of diligence and industriousness, make
daily progress and prepare themselves
to be worthy successors in China's
revolutionary cause.

On May 27, in Shanghai a gala Chil-
dren’s Day party was held in that city’s
famous Children’s Palace. More than
2,000 children met there with veteran
revolutionaries, outstanding workers
and peasants, wrilers, scienlists and
artists.

Passing On Know-How

A headline name last week was that
of Chou Chin-jung, a skilled engincer-
ing worker at the Hangchow Machine
Tools Works, for his achievement in
{raining more than 40 young workers
in the last three years. Good as that
record is, Chou's feat, however, is not
unique. Everywhere in China today
the veterans in every field are passing
on their know-how to the younger
generation. This stands in striking
contrast to the situation in old China,
where a master craftsman guarded the
secrets of his technical skill as his per-
sonal asset, to be passed on circum-
spectly to the immediate members of
the family. This was understandable.
In the old society technical skill was
indeed an “assel” for earning a living,
and earning a living wasn’t easy in
those days. In present-day China no
unemployment problem exists. The
mastering of technical know-how
by more people means more produc-
tion and wealth for society, with
benefits to all. As the socialist outlook
of the people has developed, those “in
the know™ have grown correspondingly
eager to share their knowledge. There
never has been any lack of teachers
for literacy classes; traditional doctors
have made known nostrums carefully
guarded for centuries in their families.
FEncouraged by the Party the coaching
of new hands by veterans is organized
on an extensive and increasing :cale
in practically every field of work. The
following are two recent examples:

In Industry. Shenyang's Machine
Tool Works in the northeast is noted
among industrial enterprises for ils
work in this line. In its No. 8 work-
shop veteran workers teach newcomers
the techniques of lathe turning, milling
and grinding in special classes. They
also coach them on the job in reading
blueprints and doing repair and main-
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