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Stories About Not
Being Afraid of Ghosts

Compiled by the Institute of Literature of the Chinese

Academy of Sciences

This book includes thirty-five stories about not being afraid of ghosts which are
taken from ancient Chinese collections of tales and anecdotes. They show the adroit-
ness and courage of Chinese people in ancient times who dared to defy ghosts. Today
everyone knows there are no such things as ghosts. But while there are no demons
like those described in these tales, there are many things which resemble them — im-
perialism, reactionaries, difficulties and obstacles in work, for example. These stories,

therefore, may be considered in the nature of allegories and satires.

SUNRISE

by TSAO YU

This four-act play by Tsao Yu, a well-known contemporary Chinese playwright, was
written in 1935.

It describes the bitter life of the Chinese people during the time between 1931 and
1935 under reactionary Kuomintang rule. There are various types of characters. Here is
Chen Pai-lu, the heroine in the play who leads a parasitic life; capitalists who batten on
speculations; cringing and spiteful bank secretaries; a “doctor” with a flair for an ostenta-
tious display of foreign phrases; pale and feeble intellectuals; oppressed clerks; women forced
to become prostitutes. . . . In this play, Tsao Yu made a damning exposure and indictment
of the evil social system in the old China under reactionary Kuomintang rule and cried out
to the people that that dark and rotten social system would certainly perish.

For more than 20 years, Sunrise has been widely acclaimed and frequently staged in
all parts of the country.

Illustrated with photos of a production of the Peking People’s Art Theatre.
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ROUND THE WEEK

More Fertilizer Plants

The production of chemical fertiliz-
ers is being stepped up as the current
nationwide campaign to develop agri-
culture rolls ahead. In Nanking, pro-
duction of synthetic ammonia, one of
the main ingredients of ammonium
sulphate and other chemical fertilizers,
has been rising steadily over the past
three months. The workers of the
famous Yungli Chemical Company
are in the midst of an emulation drive
to increase the output of chemical fer-
tilizers. Down in Fukien Province in
the south, the output of chemical fer-
tilizer in the first half of the year was
more than double that in the same
period last year.

Last week, people’s commune mem-
bers in various parts of the country
greeted the announcement of the Min-
istry of Chemical Industry that the
state is building eight new large
modern chemical fertilizer plants and
expanding seven more.

Two of the eight new plants are
expected to be completed by the end
of the year. One is the Kaifeng Che-
mical Fertilizer Works in Honan Prov-
ince, a key wheat producing area.
Forty per cent of its equipment has
been installed and several of its work-
shops have already started production.

Work on the Chekiang Chemical
Plant, also scheduled to be com-
pleted at the end of this year, is
in full swing. It is as big as the Kaifeng
plant. Installation of machinery and
other equipment has begun. It will
turn out nitrogenous fertilizers as well
as caustic soda and calcium carbide.

Among the other new plants that
are being built are the Kwangtung
Chemical Fertilizer Works and the
Wuching Chemical Fertilizer Plant in
Shanghai. Enginecrs and veteran work-
ers have been sent by the Ministry
of Chemical Industry to lend a hand
to the builders of the Kwangtung plant.
Most of the equipment has arrived on
site. The factory will be the biggest
of its kind in this important south
China province.

Among the chemical fertilizer plants
which are being expanded are those
of the Nanking Chemical Company and
the Talien Chemical Company.

The commissioning of all these plants
will give a tremendous boost to China’s
output of chemical fertilizers. This is
an industry that has been developing
fast in recent years. In 1960 the na-
tional output of chemical fertilizer was
almost three times as much as in 1957.
This is certainly excellent news for
the agricultural front.

New P.L.A. Regulations

The Ministry of National Defence
last week promulgated new regula-
tions governing administrative and
educational work in companies, the
basic units of the People’s Liberation
Army.

The seven chapters of the new
regulations lay down the basic prin-
ciples of such administrative and
educational work and specific pro-
visions concerning the duties of and
relations between officers and men.
questions of daily life, weapons and
equipment and the leading role of
Communist Party branches in the
army.

One of the salient features of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army
which will be 34 years old on August
1, is its democratic tradition. This
means among other things close co-
operation and unity between officers
and men. Ever since it was founded.
the P.L.A.. under the guidance of the
Party and Chairman Mao Tse-tung,
has adopted an entirely new type of
administrative and educational system
governing its internal relations: a
system characterized by the political
equality of all its members. This — in
complete contrast to the system of op-
pression of soldiers by officers that
is inherent in the armies of the ex-
ploiting classes —is one of the kev
factors making the P.L.A. the people’s
army it is today.

It was to carry on and develop this
fine democratic tradition and to gear
administrative and educational work
to present-day conditions, that the
Party and People’s Government called
on the whole army to sum up more
than 30 years’ experience of adminis-
trative and educational work in its
ranks. More than 60 work teams were
set up to make a full investigation and
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study of conditions in this field down
to company level. Their findings were
submitted to both officers and men of
the whole army for mass discussion
and revision.

Out of all this came the new regula-
tions.

They stress that administrative and
educational work in the defence forces
is an important political and ideolo-
gical task, the purpose of which is to
strengthen internal unity, to develop
the revolutionary enthusiasm of all
members of the armed forces and to
strengthen discipline, to increase the
fighting power of the army the better
io equip the officers and men to build
the P.L.A. into a modern army, to
defend the country and safeguard
peace.

The regulations state that the prin-
ciples Comrade Mao Tse-tung has laid
down for building a people’s army and
his theories concerning the correct
handling of contradictions among the
people are the guiding lines to be fol-
lowed in administrative and educa-
tional work in the armed forces.

The regulations point out that of-
ficers and men are class brothers who
are completely equal politically and
that there is no distinction of personal
standing in the people’s armed forces
but only a division of labour. There-
fore, the regulations add, in dealing
with relations between officers and
men and ideological questions, it is
necessary to hold to the principle of
starting off with a desire for unity
and resolving contradictions through
criticism so as to achieve a new unity
on a new basis, and to hold to the
method of persuasion and education.

The new regulations require that
officers must have a high sense of
political responsibility, and great rev-
olutionary fervour and love for the
rank and file, and lead them in car-
rying out their tasks. On the other
hand, the rank and file must respect
and love their officers, resolutely carry
out orders, adhere to government
policies, observe discipline, rules and
regulations, and study and work hard
to improve their work.

A brilliant example of collective
effort, the new regulations have re-
ceived unanimous support from P.L.A.
officers and men alike. All ranks
realize their historical significance and
the general concensus is that they
will have a far-reaching effect on the
P.L.A. facilitating its development
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into a modern, revolutionary army of
the people.

Kwangtung Harvests Rice

The early rice harvest is being
gathered in Kwangtung and Yunnan
Provinces in the south. On Hainan
Island, the Chaochow-Swatow plain
and other regions in the southern part
of Kwangtung harvesting is in full
swing. As of last week the crop on two
and a quarter million mu has already
been brought to the granaries.

In the Yangtse Valley people's com-
mune members are carefully tending
the early rice fields where the crop is
now in the earing and ripening stage.
The Yangtse valley regions and adja-
cent coastal provinces produce two
crops of rice a year. When the early
rice crop is gathered in, a second crop
of seedlings will be immediately
planted out. This is known as the late
rice crop. The southernmost areas like
those in Kwangtung Province reap
three crops a year. In those parts of
southern China where rice is grown
in rotation with winter wheat or other
grain crops, the transplanting of the
semi-late rice has been practically
completed.

In the colder northern parts of the
country. farmers continue with the
transplanting of the single rice crop
they reap. Heilungkiang, China’s north-
ernmost province, has just begun to
set out its rice seedlings in the fields.
Rice is growing today in many north-
ern areas where the climate was
once believed to be unsuitable for this
crop.

Miners’ New Homes

Thousands of coalminers and their
families will be moving into brand new
homes this year.

Some 800 miners and their families
have just taken up new houses with
a floor space of 5,300 square metres
in the mining areas under the Hsishan
Mining Administration of Taiyuan in
north China’s Shansi Province. Most
of the new houses are built on hill
slopes. with plenty of sunshine. Hsi-
shan Mining Administration built
26,000 square metres of new housing
for its miners last year. Right now
it is building another 40,000 square
metres.

In the first five months of the year,
the Huainan Mining Administration in
Anhwei Province moved mining
families into brand new houses with

15.000 square metres of floor space.
During the past three vears it has built
a total of 100,000 square meires of
new housing for its growing labour
force. Another 25,000 square metres
are under construction.

At Kailan Colliery in north China,
another leading coal centre, building
workers are putting the final touches
to new homes totalling 12,000 square
metres of floor space. These new hous-
ing estates have shops, dining-rooms,
nurseries, creches, barber shops and
other amenities all conveniently located
for their miner residents. Most of the
new houses have attached front or
back gardens, a boon for the collier
who likes to raise flowers and a spot
of vegetables.

Sinkiang Trains Own Doctors

Among the many classes that will
soon graduate from the colleges and
schools across the country, the
group of medical students from
the Sinkiang Medical College will be
specially welcomed. The college was
founded in 1956, and this will be the
first batch of fully trained doctors to
graduate from it. Most of them will
go to the countryside to improve and
expand the rural medical service.

Situated on the western suburbs of
Urumchi. the college is the first of its
kind in the Sinkiang Uighur Autono-
mous Region. With an enrolment of
900 students it is also one of the big-
gest medical training schools in the
country. With students of no less than
12 nationalities including Uighurs,
Kazakhs, Hans. Huis. Khalkhas. Mon-
golians, Uzbeks and Sibos, it is prob-
ably one of the most multi-lingual
medical institutions in the world. Most
of its students come from the families
of peasants or herdsmen. With a
teaching and medical staff of 600 peo-
ple the college offers them more than
20 specializations. They do practical
work in its 700-bed general hospital
which also treats up to a thousand
out-patients daily.

Sinkiang’s medical services have
made spectacular progress in the post-
liberation years. Where there was only
the most embryonic public health
service there before, there are now
more than 4,000 hospitals, medical and
health centres and clinics staffed by
over 20,000 medical workers. Most of
its counties now have their own
medical schools and these are training
well over 3,000 medical workers.
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