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Great Changes in a Mountain Village
(Volume I)

by Chou Li-po

This novel, to be published in two volumes, describes the struggle of the
peasants in a remote mountain villoge to get a farming co-operative going

) | after the land reform, and the deep-going changes that took place in the
/rmfau'an

.~

village in the course of that struggle. The economic basis of private owner-
ship which had existed for thousands of years and age-old outmoded customs
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were rooted out in a short period of time. Meanwhile great changes were
effected in family life and in human relations as a whole. A vivid tale of
how agricultural co-operation transformed the life of the peasants and brought
them greater happiness, the novel shows how socialism flourishes in China's
countryside.

Great Changes in @ Mountain Village is another successful novel by Chou
Li-po, well-known author of The Hurricane, which takes the historic land reform

as its theme. Both are literary records of the epoch-making advance of rural
China.

In hard covers with dust jacket. Illustrated with drawings in colour.

The Red Kiangsi-Kwangtung
Border Region

by Yang Shang-kuei

This is one of the outstanding stories of the revolution in China. In 1928
the Chinese Communist Party established guerrilla forces in the stretch of moun-
tainous country bordering Kiangsi and Kwangtung Provinces and from then until
the final liberation of the area in 1949 led the people there in their armed
struggle against Kuomintang reaction.

Yang Shang-kuei, the author, was himself a guerrilla leader in this region
and he here relates episodes from his rich store of memories of the exciting
events of those days: the strategems of the people's guerrillas, their counter-
measures and battles against the Kuomintang's tricks and terror, their buoyant
heroism against great odds. Yang Shang-kuei is now first secretary of the
Kiangsi Provincial Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. Among the
guerrilla leaders he tells about is Comrade Chen Yi, now Vice-Premier of the
People’s Republic of China.

Illustrated. 187 pages.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Cotton Picking Starts

The people’s communes in the major
cotton-growing areas of Kiangsu,
Shensi, Hopei and other provinces
have brought in the first loads of cot-
ton of the new harvest. Prolonged
drought affected the plants over fairly
extensive areas, but from spring sow-
ing to harvest time the cotton growers
worked hard to boost output and
reduce losses to a minimum. And
that effort has paid off. More and
fatter bolls on plants have pushed
yields above the original estimates.

The communes’ production teams
are doing the picking with special
care, seeing to it that cotton bolls of
different grades are separately picked,
sunned and stored. By combining
collection and grading into one
process, this method saves a lot of
labour. It also speeds up sales of
cotton to the state. For instance, by
mid-September the Dayu People’s
Commune in Kiangsu had already
sold one-third more cotton to the
state than it did up to the same time
last year.

Kiangsu Province has several mil-
lion mu sown to cotton this year and
the plants have been carefully tended.
The effect of a long spell of drought
here was more than offset by the
counter-measures taken by the pecas-
ants in cultivation and irrigation. As
a result, the crop is generally better
than last year’s and it matured a fort-
night earlier.

In Shensi, another leading cotton-
growing region, the prospects in most
places look better than last year’s.
While the harvest goes ahead farmers
are keeping a sharp lookout on fields
still awaiting the croppers. Here
they are either top-dressing the soil
or spreading inscclicides where needed
to prevent any last minute damage to
a promising cotton harvest.

Water On Tap

If you want to see the first fruits
of the national drive to modernize
agriculture you can’t do better than
study Yicheng County in Kiangsu
Province. It gives a good idea of what
modern equipment can do on the
farm. The people’s communes there
suffered a severe drought that lasted
300 days this year, yet they have

just gathered in a rich rice harvest.
The secret of their success is a
network of power-operated pumping
stations which tapped the Yangtse
River to the south and Shaopo Lake
to the north, and got all the water
they needed for 250,000 mu of rice
paddies.

Three-quarters of Yicheng's arable
land lies on hill slopes, and in the
past, apart from a few small ponds,
its land had no irrigation facilities.
This left its farmers helpless in the
face of drought. It was only in the
winter of 1958, that wonderful year
when the big leap took off, that they
undertook to solve this problem once
and for all. Leading cadres of the
county administration and the local
people’s communes jointly worked out
an overall plan of mechanized irriga-
tion for the entire county. This envis-
ages 13 co-ordinated irrigation zones,
the building of reservoirs and ponds in
the hills, a connecting network of
irrigation channels and field ditches
and mechanized pumping stations to
raise water from nearby water sources
to the reservoirs.

The whole scheme is jointly financed
by the People’'s Government and
the beneficiary people’s communes,
with the production brigades assum-
ing responsibility for the actual dig-
ging of the branch channels. (The
production brigades are the com-
munes’ sub-units; in most cases they
are made up of the same people who
were in the advanced farm co-ops
that originally joined together to form
the commune.) The project is being
realized by stages. So far only slightly
more than half of it has been com-
pleted, but the gains are already im-
pressive. They are not limited to a
bigger rice crop. Since the water is
raised by electric power and irriga-
tion done by force of gravity, more
than 6 million man-days have been
saved this year. With manpower to
spare, the production brigades were
able to open up wasteland, plant
water-chestnuts and lotus-roots and
go in for fish-breeding in their ponds
and reservoirs. The income from the
newly reclaimed land alone, it is
estimated, has covered the cost of
irrigation.

Yicheng's success story is duplicated
by Tunglu County in neighbouring
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Fcwer Line for Rural Communes
Woodcut by Huang

Chekiang Province and many other
places in the country. In Tunglu, by
the beautiful Fuchun River, nine peo-
ple’s communes joined forces last
winter to set up a 177-kilometre high-
tension transmission line. This now
powers 229 electric motors with a
total capacity of 2,847 kilowatts; this
year they lifted water from the
Fuchun River to irrigate 110,000 mu
of land and did much to minimize the
havoc wreaked by freakish weather.
In April and May, several Tunglu
communes were hit by flood and
water-logging four times in a row.
The pumps went into action and
timely drainage reduced the losses to
a minimum. This was followed by a
2-month drought which was also de-
feated. All the Tunglu communes were
able to reap a good early rice crop,
and their late rice is growing well.

Industry Answers the Farms

These electrically-powered pump-
ing stations which are giving such
good results testify to the splen-
did efforts of the nation’s engineering
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industry in its all-out drive to
aid agriculture. An increasing
flow of farm equipment is go-
ing out to the rural communes.
In the first eight months of
this year, Shanghai alone sup-
plied the farms with irriga-
tion machinery, spare parts
for tractors and internal com-
bustion engines and other
items to the tune of 120 mil-
lion yuan. Nearly 5,000 water
pumps have been sent to equip
the pumping stations mush-
rooming all over the coun-
try. This is one-quarter more
than were sent out up to the
same date last year.

A greater variety of pumps
is being supplied to the farms.
Before 1958, the biggest pump
turned out in Shanghai was a
middling affair with a capacity
of only three tons per second.
Today, giants capable of lift-
ing seven tons of water per
second are being made. A
single pump of that size with
an ample source of water can
keep 70,000 mu of land well
watered. Special attention has
been paid to meeting varying
needs. Those made for Kansu
Province, where terrace-farm-
ing is common, are capable of
raising water to a height of 190
metres; others can draw water from
wells scores of metres deep. Shanghai
is manufacturing over 100 types of
pumps.

Pi-mu

Cadres and skilled workers from the
Shanghai Sprayer Plant didn't stint leg
work to discover the specific needs of
various localities. When they learnt
that the peasants in hilly Hunan Prov-
ince find big sprayers cumbersome,
they resumed production of small,
single tube machines for that partic-
ular province.

Heartening news comes also from
Shanghai’s chemical fertilizer equip-
ment industry. This never made com-
plete sets of equipment before 1958,
but since then, it has been making
complete sets of equipment for synthet-
ic ammonia production with annual
capacities of 800 and 2,000 tons.
Equipment with still greater capacities
will soon be available. So far, seven
sets of Shanghai-made chemical fer-
tilizer equipment have gone into pro-
duction in various parts of the coun-
try and several others are being tested
or in process of installation. Shang-

hai’s new tractor industry is hurry-
ing up the development of two types
of tractors to be powered by seven
and 35 horsepower engines respec-
tively. .

Peking Mechanical Engineers
Meet

When Peking’s Society of Mechan-
ical Engineering held its annual con-
ference on the eve of the twelfth Na-
tional Day, two features lent it special
distinction: among the 400-odd dele-
gates present were many engineers
who have risen from the ranks in
the last few years; there were
also many skilled and outstanding
workers at the bench. Together with
professors and specialists and other
authorities in the field, they made ex-
cellent contributions to the discus-
sions. In addition to the usual read-
ings of papers and monographs —
there were some 430 contributions —
and discussions, there were exhibi-
tions of work and visits to engineer-
ing plants and research institutes.
The meeting was also addressed by
vice-ministers of the First Machine-
Building Industry and Agricultural
Machine-Building Industry.

Discussions were held in separate
groups organized by subjects. A wide
range of topics was dealt with, vividly
reflecting the technological progress
made in New China. They included
such modern techniques as programme-
controlled machine tools, plasma
cutting and eleetric erosion.

There was a lively exchange of
views and experience and some heated
debates. At a session on “the internal
contradictions and law of motion of
machine tools”"—a’ controversy touched
off by Harbin machinists who in-
vented the “play-block type” machine
tool (“blocks” of equipment that can
be put together in different ways to
form different machine tools) during
the big leap forward — so many speak-
ers asked for the floor that it lasted
more than four hours. A non-scheduled
monograph on Martensite phase
translation analysis by Professor Ko
Chun of the Peking Institute of Iron
and Steel Technology contained many
novel ideas and attracted considerable
attention.

The meeting closed after a one-
week session. But as technical papers
continue to pour in, special report and
discussion meetings are still in pro-
gress to bring these papers to the
attention of the profession.
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