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ROUND THE WEEK

More Machines for the Coalmines

Coalmining is a branch of industry
now receiving particularly great at-
tention. By speeding up production of
mining equipment, engineering plants
throughout China are backing the
coalmines in their current drive for
more and better coal. In the first ten
months of this year plants in Shanghai
alone turned out over 29,000 tons of
equipment or 100,000 items for the
mines. This was double the produc-
tion of the whole of last year.

Shanghai’s mining machinery in-
dustry is not only producing more
machines for the collieries but a wider
range of items. Among the many
kinds of equipment now available are
pneumatic shovels, rock drills, electric
drills and high pressure water pumps
for coal-getting and tunnelling; hoists,
belt and scraper chain conveyers, and
shuttle cars for transport; ventilators
and lamps; multi-stage pumps for
drainage: crushers and vibration
screens for coal-dressing.

New equipment has gone to rein-
force the mines’ present drive to speed
up tunnelling and coal-cutting, to im-
prove the quality of coal (cutting down
on dust and rocks, etc), strengthen
some of the weaker links in production
and to popularize modern hydraulic
mining methods. This column has
already reported on the big-scale
capital construction of mines and the
opening up of new galleries and work
faces. The 12,500 shuttle cars which
Shanghai made in the past ten months
went to meet the urgent needs of the
mines’ extended underground trans-
port lines.

Hydraulic methods of mining are
being introduced in an increasing
number of Chinese mines. To equip
them a Shanghai plant has made new
powerful coal-lifting pumps that can
raise water and coal from a depth of
250 metres to the surface. A single
pump of this size can handle the out-
put of a shaft mine with a capacity of
900,000 tons a year.

Up to 1958, only a handful of
Shanghai plants manufactured mining

equipment. Their output was low and
very limited in range. The three big
leap years of 1958-60 saw a huge ex-
pansion in this industry in Shanghai.
Representatives of the heavy-machine
building works there have this year
paid many visits to the mines to find
out their specific needs. This close
contact with their customers, and a
soaring spirit of emulation in introduc-
ing technical innovations and getting
more efficient management—in a
word, typically socialist Shanghai
drive — were part of the ingredients
making for this year's production suc-
cesses.

“Little Autumn Harvest”

Each year, as manpower becomes
available during or after the busy
autumn work of harvesting, ploughing
and sowing, many rural people’s com-
munes launch their “little autumn
harvest” — the collection of wild
fruits, herbs and other plants in the
mountain regions or grasslands. This
year was no exception. “Little” in
this connection, however, is a very
relative term. It is little only in rela-
tion to the vast bulk of regular food
and technical crops. In actual amount
it is a sizable harvest.

China has an abundance of this wild
plant wealth. More than 1,000 out of
a total of some 30,000 wild plants
provide very satisfactory raw ma-
terials for wineries, textile, oil, paper
mills and other enterprises. By tap-
ping this wealth people’s communes
are providing the state with significant
amounts of textile fibres, oil. starch,
medicinal herbs and fruits.

The Weihe People’s Commune in the
southern part of Heilungkiang Prov-
ince has been widely praised recently
for its outstanding work in reaping
this rich, wild harvest. Nine-tenths
of its territory is mountain land with
a great wealth of wild fruit trees,
shrubs and other plants, and the com-
mune management has tackled the
problem of mobilizing these resources
in a planned way. Since last spring
it has conducted several surveys to
study the distribution of its mountain

3



Threshing *“Kaoliang”

resources. Armed with a thorough
knowledge of where the various
plants are growing and in approx-
imately what quantities, it has been
able to deploy its manpower in this
harvest to the best advantage.

In one single month it gathered in
over a million jin of acorns and moun-
tain grapes, pears, dates, walnuls and
hazel nuts. This brought large addi-
tional earnings to its members and
the collective treasury. Member
houscholds went out on an individual
basis to gather the more scattered
medicinal herbs, haws and other
plants as a profitable side-occupation.

The gathering in of these wild
crops, however, is only the first step
in making use of them. The next
steps are getting them to market and
the processing centres. This calls for
close co-operation with the trading
departments, and the staffs of these
enterprises have risen well to the
occasion. Those in Kiangsi have dis-
tinguished themselves in this field.
Kiangsi is a mountainous province in
the south and communes there gather
in quite a big “little” harvest.

The state trading slores and supply
and marketing co-ops of the province
this year not only bought up this
harvest at their usual trading places
but set up a large number of tem-
porary purchasing centres at con-
venient points. They opened 560
such centres in the Southern Kiangsi
Administrative Region alone. All did
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a brisk business this autumn. Some
were also equipped for initial process-
ing of the crops bought. Thanks to
the facilities provided by the regional
transport departments and the special
attention they gave to the task, most
of the crops from the “little autumn
harvest” in south Kiangsi were swiftly
moved on to the main trunk transport
lines and so to the towns and factories.

Kwangtung’s Water Conservancy
Works

Kwangtung Province has recently
published the results of an overall
review of water conservancy work
done there since the big leap forward
of 1958. Steady progress is its keynote.
A really large number of new water
conservancy works have been built.
Since the establishment of the peo-
ple’s communes, the smaller type of
project is, of course, now found in
practically every part of this south
China province; more than half of all
Kwangtung’s counties and cities have
either built or started to build new
medium and large-scale water con-
servancy works; and many of the
larger type of project have been com-
pleted and more are in hand.

These various types of water con-
servancy works are bringing increas-
ing benefits to the province’s farm-
land. The total storage capacity of
water detention projects in the prov-
ince today is 77 per cent larger than
it was at the start of 1958 and its

irrigated area has increased by over
48 per cent. These projects are play-
ing an important role in harnessing

the rivers, giving protection from
drought, and preventing flood and
waterlogging.

The Zhouxin People’s Commune of
Chingyuan County is in what was
one of the poorest districts of the
province. In 1958, the commune built
a reservoir with a 50 million cubic
metre capacity. This enabled it to
contain the flood and beat the
droughts which befell it in 1959 and
1960, and keep its grain output rising
swiftly. If its record grain output in
1956 is taken as 100, then its grain
harvest was 138 in 1959 and 157 in
1960.

Taishan County in the Chiangmen
Special Administrative Region gives
another fine example of successful
water conservancy work. During the
past three years its peasants have
built one large, seven medium-sized
and 59 small reservoirs. Thanks
largely to this effort they reaped
about 40 per cent more early rice this
year than last year.

Encouraged by such achievements,
the provincial water conservancy
departments decided that this winter
and next spring, priority should be
given to those projects which can
benefit the farmlands immediately or
within the next twelve months, and
those which can give the quickest
results with the smallest investments.
Special attention is also being given to
the big electrically powered drainage
and irrigation scheme now being
built in the fertile Pearl River delta
— Kwangtung’s main granary (see
Peking Review, No. 24, 1961). Con-
struction there is going ahead apace.
A new Canton-Foshan-Chiangmen
high-tension transmission line has re-
cently been commissioned. It is
carrying power to pumping stations
serving about 1,900,000 mu of land in
the outskirts of five counties and two
cities. In the last few days 80 new
pumping stations in the Pearl River
delta have just been completed and
another 172 will soon be commissioned.
The scheme is getting the enthusiastic
support of industrial enterprises in
Shanghai, Tientsin and Shenyang
which are providing the equipment,
and it is hoped that more pumping
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