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Chieh Chen-lkuo, Guerrilla Hero

by WANG HUO

Chieh Chen-kuo was one of China's famous guerrilla leaders and
a national hero during the War of Resistance Against Japan (1937-45).
A miner in the Kailan Colliery in eastern Hopei Province, he took part
in the big strike and armed uprising of the miners there in 1938, then
organized a workers' guerrilla detachment and led it against the Japanese

invaders and their puppets.

This book gives an absorbing account of the daring guerrilla
operations of this detachment which kept the enemy on tenterhooks day
and night and caused them heavy losses. Chieh Chen-kuo died in battle
in 1940, loyal to the end to the cause of the people, a true son of the

Communist Party.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Young Colliers Make Good

Recent proficiency tests made at the
big Kailan Colliery in north China
gave some remarkable results: they
showed that many advanced methods
devised by outstanding miner-innova-
tors are being mastered by an increas-
ing number of new hands to produce
a rapid general rise in the technical
level of the miners. Chang Wen, a
national pace-setter, contrived a dozen
methods for withdrawing timber ef-
ficiently and safely under varying
conditions; these are now used by
half of Kailan's miners doing the same
kind of job as Chang and they are as
skilful at it as Chang himself. Wang
Feng-yuan, another innovator of na-
tional fame, devised a method for
more swiftly adjusting the conveyor
arrangements to suit the coal cutter
when moved to a new position; this
cuts the time needed for adjustments
by more than an hour and does away
with major stoppages. Miners at
nearly three-quarters of all Kailan’s
work faces are now successfully using
this method.

Kailan’s experience is typical of the
rapid expansion of the ranks of New
China’s skilled labour force, a most
important facet of the nation’s indus-
trialization programme. Large num-
bers of technicians are being trained
in colleges and specialized technical
schools, but recruiting from among the
rank and file of workers is of great
importance. Workers acquire skills
and experience at the bench and are
given a thcoretical grounding in tui-
tion-free spare-time schools. Integra-
tion of theory and practice has made
for rapid progress in technique.

The growth of the skilled labour
force was particularly rapid in the
big leap years 1958-60. Kailan again
provides a good example of how this
was done. With coal production on
the up grade, Kailan has taken on
20,000 new hands since 1958. In addi-
tion to learning on the job, these new
miners have been attending technical
training classes and schools for pop-
ularizing advanced experience opened
by the colliery. In these classes miners

well known for their skill pass on their
know-how to new hands in lectures
and actual demonstrations. With this
help, the new hands have quickly got
the hang of coal-extracting, tunnel-
ling, haulage, and the operation of
various mining machines. Thanks in
no small part to this, one-quarter of
them have been elected outstanding
workers. A survey made among
5,000 new hands at the Chaokechuang
Mine shows that 156 of them have
become team or brigade leaders. An
even greater number have become
skilled miners in the higher work
grades.

The veterans themselves are con-
stantly improving their skills. More
than 500 of them are today classified
as Grade 8 (the top grade in skill);
155 have become so proficient that
they have been promoted to the rank
of engineer. These men have a rich
fund of experience plus theoretical
knowledge gained in adult classes run
by the mine. Always mindful of the
need to keep in close touch with the
rank and [ile, they are very popular
among the miners.

Like other big modern enterprises
of long standing in China, Kailan
undertakes to train skilled hands for
other mines too. In the past three
years, more than 2,000 skilled miners
and some 400 technicians have been
trained for, or transferred to, newly
built mines in other parts of the
country.

“Iron Bulls” in Shantung and
Anhwei

In the last three years, 1958-60,
China trebled the number of tractors
operaling in the fields. It continued
to enlarge its tractor park this year.
Shantung is doing well in this drive
for mechanization. This seaboard
province doubled the size of its tractor
park in the first ten months of the
year. In terms of 15 h.p. units, it
now has 6,900 “iron bulls.” Tractors
can be seen at work in practically
every county and rural suburban dis-
trict; 25 of them have 100 machines
apiece.



Song of Emancipation

Another big jump in the province’s
traclor park was recorded in 1958, the
year when the farm co-ops joined
together to form people’s communes.
They acquired more than 1,400 trac-
tors in that year alone.

Shantung has also done splendidly
in training technical cadres for mech-
anized farming. It now has more
than 21,000 tractor drivers, mainte-
nance men and other technicians to
keep its farm machines going. Just
four years ago it could only muster
around 2,400 such personnel. In these
same four years it has increased the
number of its tractor repair shops
from 2 to 36.

When machines take over plough-
ing on a big scale, a great deal of
manpower and many draught animals
can be diverted to other kinds of farm
work. Last spring tractors ploughed
one-sixth of Shantung’s farmland. In
certain counties they ploughed from
one-third to half the land under crops.

Anhwei Province, with 2,800 trac-
tors (in terms of 15 h.p. units), has
fewer tractors than its northern
neighbour Shantung, but its growth
has been hardly less surprising.
Compared with 1957, it has increased
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its tractor park 4.2-
fold. Anhwei's peas-
ants too are highly
satisfied with these
machines. They say
that land ploughed by
machine usually yields
10 per cent more than
that ploughed by
cattle-drawn ploughs.

Anhwei is bringing
in mechanization in a
somewhat different
way to Shantung.
Two-thirds of the
tractors in this inland
province are distrib-
uted among its 61
machine and tractor
stations. The rest are
on its state farms. The
M.T.S. are run by the
county authorities and
in the area north of
the Huai River are
found in nearly every
county.

Tibet’s New Day

More signs of
prosperity gladden the
eye in the Tibetan couniryside. The
three-year run ol good harvests,
and the democratic reforms which
have been sweeping the whole of the
Tibet region since 1959, have brought
about remarkable changes in the
everyday life of the people and partic-
ularly in that of the former serls of
the region.

Last week, in Lhasa, the Tibet Com-
mittee of the Chinese People's Polit-
ical Consultative Conference heard a
report by an inspection team which
studied conditions in the Lingtze area,
southeastern Tibet last month. It
was a heartening account they gave.
All the 50,000 former serfs in Lingtze
have now got their own land, houses,
cattle and other property as a result
of the democratic reforms.

More than 8,600 hectares of land
were distributed to the former serfs
here. The peasants have worked
their new holdings with tremendous
enthusiasm and reaped a good har-
vest.

This is typical of the pattern of

things in the Tibetan countryside.
Reports from other parts of the Tibet
region indicate that tens of thousands
of former household slaves, who were

at the bottom of the feudal social
scale just a few years ago, have been
emancipated from the scourge of serf-
dom and begun a new life. Other
former “social outcasts” have got a
new and respected place in society.
By the end of 1960 some 30.000 ex-
slaves in Tibet had received more
than 6,700 hectares of land and large
numbers of houses, draught animals
and farm tools which once belonged
to their former oppressors. In the
Loka area, all the emancipated slaves
on the manorial estate of Surkong
Wongching-Galei, one of the ringlead-
ers of the 1959 rcbellion, have vastly
improved their conditions of life.

Before the democratic reforms there
were about 10,000 paupers, beggars
and vagabonds in Tibet. They were
either runaway serfs, household slaves
driven out by their masters or small
handicraltsmen who had gone bank-
rupt. Most of them roamed miser-
ably from place to place irying to
make a living. During the past two
years the People’s Government has
helped them find suitable jobs and
now they, too, are contributing their
efforts to the building of a new, dem-
ocratic Tibet. The grim slums that
existed for centuries in Lhasa are
gone —gone for ever. Several hun-
dred families have moved into new
homes. The aged and the sick are
being taken care of by the local peo-
ple’s government.

Winter Lumbering Gets into Strida

Winter has definitely arrived. The
mercury has plummeted to a dozen
degrees below zero in the timber
areas of northeast China. Work is
going into high gear as this golden
season for lumbering gets under way.
During these winter months workers
in the Changpai Mountains in Kirin
Province will fell more than 60 per
cent of the timber quota planned for
the whole of the coming year. Teams
totalling 11,000 lumbermen have
already gone into the forests there,

Further north in the Little Khingan
and Wanda Mountains in Heilung-
kiang Province, lumbermen will use
the cold season of winter and early
spring to collect 70 per cent of all the
timber cut this year and get it to the
sawmills. The 40-odd forestry ad-
ministrations in that province have
already built 2,400 ice and snow runs,
checked and repaired their machines
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