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ROUND THE WEEK

New Year, New Victory

Across the land the nation cheerfully
greeted the New Year. The past week
has been busy, happy and exciting as
people everywhere put in that last
extra bit of effort to round out 1961 in
style, and made last-minute prepara-
tions to celebrate the coming of the
New Year.

Production Front News

The festive mood was heightened by
reports from various parts of the coun-
try about new successes on the produc-
tion front. The 1961 targets for
most of the major industrial prod-
ucts, it is understood, would be ful-
filled or overfulfilled.

China’s steel industry has met with
marked success in its drive for quality
and a wider range of products. During
the past year it has trial produced
more than 40 new types of steel and
some 30 new types of rolled steel prod-
ucts. The nation’s big steel centres re-
ported fulfilment of 1961 produc-
tion plans. On December 29 the work-
ers of the Anshan Iron and Steel
Works, leading steel centre in the
northeast, celebrated the completion of
all the rolled steel contracts it had
signed with various enterprises scat-
tered around the country. Steelmakers
in Peking registered a 30 per cent in-
crease in the number of varieties and
specifications of steel products they
turned out during the past year.

Many steel works and rolling mills
in Shanghai, Tientsin, Wuhan and
Penki fulfilled their 1961 plans ahead
of time. The Wuhan Iron and Steel
Works, one of the leading industrial
giants in the country, fulfilled its steel
production plan nine days ahead of
schedule.

Good news came from the collieries
too. Fushun, Fusin and Penki, three
of China’s biggest coal centres, reached
their 1961 targets on Dec. 24 or 25 and
sharply reduced costs too. The big
collieries in Honan and Shansi Prov-
inces also announced over-fulfilment
of their 1961 quotas.

China’s machine-building industry
has also scored high marks in the drive
for quality and variety. On New Year's
Eve the industry reported that during

the past year it had successfully pro-
duced over a hundred new types of
machine tools, many of them in the
high-precision category.

As their contribution to the nation-
wide *aid to agriculture” campaign,
engineering workers in Tientsin
finished their quota for 17 types of
farm machinery including coal gas
engines, sprayers and water pumps.
days before 1961 ran out. Similar
reports of success came in from the
engineering centres of Shenyang, Nan-
king and other cities.

Better Harvest, Better Year

Reports of fair harvests flowed in
from China’s vast countryside in a
steady stream following the important
autumn harvest. They reached a cre-
scendo towards the end of the year,
adding up to a better harvest than last
year. Thanks to the organization
of the people’s communes and their
hard work the damage from natural
calamities was reduced to a minimum
in many places and the f[armers
won fair harvests. The Hsinkang
People’s Commune in Changsha, Hu-
nan Province. was struck by both flood
and drought last year. By extending
its rice acreage, the commune was able
to reap a bigger rice crop than in a
normal year — 500,000 jin more than
what they gathered in 1957. More than
70 per cent of its production teams
reaped more than what their plans
called for. In Yenan, Shensi Province,
the headquarters of China’s revolution-
ary forces in the 1930s and 40s, the
peasanis are more than satisfied with
their success. The total 1961 grain out-
put of the 208 people’s communes in
the region was 23 per cent more than
in 1960. And these are no isolated
cases.

The nation rejoiced at these achieve-
ments. They were won only after sur-
mounting the dilficulties brought
about by three consecutive years of
serious natural calamities. Fruits of
victory hard won taste especially
sweet. That gave extra spice to the
New Year festivities.

Toys, Greeting Cards and Parties

The traditional holiday eve house-
cleaning went on briskly all over the
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It is a custom of the Chinese peo-
p'e on New Year'’s Day to paste a
pair of scarlet scrolls on which
verses are written on the leaves of
their front door. Above is one
written last week by the famous
dramatist Tien Han. It rcads:

“Like ten thousand racing steeds,
let our enthusiasm soar;

With the splendour of a hundred
flowers in blossom crown t(he
coming year with success.”

land during the past week. The na-
tion’s trade and catering workers did
extra shifts providing delicacies and
other supplies indispensable for na-
tional holidays. Shoppers crowded the
department stores which rang up rec-
ord sales of gifts, toys, greeting cards
and New Year pictures. Gay parties
were held in almost every factory and
people’s commune, in schools and
government offices.

Everywhere, the theatre world of-
fered its holiday programmes. Mobile
cinema teams, opera troupes and
groups of other entertainers toured the
rural areas. In Peking, the 60 cinemas
in the city and suburbs gave about 300
shows daily during the holidays and
some 170,000 people flocked to see
them. Operas, concerts and plays also
drew capacity crowds. Despite sub-zero
veather thousands visited the parks

and the city’s five major public skating
rinks.

A light snow blanketed the city on
the eve of the New Year. Everybody
welcomed it. Snow at this time of the
vear is called “jui hsueh” — lucky
snow — and according to popular tra-
dition portends a year of good harvests.

Receptions in Peking

On the evening of December 30
Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister
Chen Yi and Mrs. Chen gave a recep-
tion at the Great Hall of the People in
honour of the diplomatic envoys and
their families. Premier Chou En-lai
was present.

Speaking at the reception the Vice-
Premier said that 1961 was a year in
which China had continued to score
great successes in pursuing its foreign
policy of peace and in socialist con-
struction. It was also a year in which
the international situation had con-
tinued to develop in favour of world
peace, democracy, national liberation
and socialism.

“In greeting the New Year,” he de-
clared, “we look forward to the future
with full confidence. The Chinese
Government and people will continue
to pursue unswervingly their foreign
policy of peace and work for the
strengthening of the great unity of
the socialist camp, for the development
of [riendly relations with other coun-
tries on the basis of the Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence and for the
safeguarding of world peace and the
promotion of the cause of the progress
of mankind.”

He expressed thanks to the guests
present for their support and co-opera-
tion in the past year and wished them
success in making new contributions
in promoting friendship between their
people and the people of China.

Premier Chou proposed a toast to
the friendship and solidarity of the
people of all lands, to world peace and
to the prosperity of mankind.

On New Year's Eve the All-China
Federation of Trade Unions gave a re-
ception and a New Year party for
friends from the trade unions of va-
rious countries now visiting Peking.

On New Year's Day Vice-Premier
Chen Yi and his wife gave a banquet
in honour of all the foreign experts
who are working in Peking helping the
Chinese people in their socialist con-
struction.

Premier Chou En-lai, Vice-Premiers
Lu Ting-yi and Hsi Chung-hsun and

leading members of various govern-
ment departments, together with
foreign experts from 37 countries at-
tended the banquet. It was an occa-
sion marked by warm friendship and
solidarity.

Proposing a toast, Premier Chou En-
lai extended New Year greetings to
all the foreign experts and their fami-
lies and thanked them for their help
in China’s socialist construction.

In his speech Vice-Premier Chen Yi
said that the Chinese people had gained
new victories in the past year in over-
coming the temporary difficulties
caused by three years of natural ca-
lamities. “We are confident,” he said,
“that our whole Party and the whole
nation, led by the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party and
Comrade Mao Tse-tung, will succeed in
scoring even greater victories under
the guidance of the three red banners
of the general line for building so-
cialism, the great leap forward and
the people’s commune and by relying
on our own industriousness and carry-
ing forward our fine tradition of work-
ing hard and building our country with
industry and frugality.”

Reviewing the world situation in the
past year, the Vice-Premier pointed
out that the peace-loving forces of the
world and progressive mankind had
won tremendous successes in their
struggle for peace, national indepen-
dence, democracy and socialism.
“Bright prospects open up before the
whole world and the imperialists are
faring worse with each passing day,”
he declared.

But, he pointed out, imperialism
headed by the U.S. will never be rec-
onciled to its defeat. Of late, it had
maliciously resorted to the most despi-
cable means of sowing discord to un-
dermine the unity of the socialist
camp, of the international communist
movement and of the people of the
whole world. “It is therefore of spe-
cial importance to safeguard and
strengthen the unity of the people of
the world, the unity of the interna-
tional communist movement, and
particularly the unity of the twelve
socialist countries.”

“The Chinese people have always
regarded the safeguarding of this great
unity as their sacred international
obligation. In the future, as in the past,
we will unswervingly protect this
great unity as we do the apple of our
eye.
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