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Sowing the Clouds

A collection of modern Chinese short stories

by Chou Li-po, Li Chun and others

The ten short stories in this collection are the pick of the latest written by some
of China's best-known authors and some talented newcomers. Sowing the Clouds
by Li Chun tells of the setting up of a weather station in a people’s commune and
what happens when the forecast of its young meteorologist conflicts with that put
out by the county station. It exemplifies what is meant by the Communist Party's
call to be “bold in thought, bold in speaking out and bold in action.” Chou Li-po
contributes @ humorous piece on a wedding and a speechmaker. Malchinhu, a young
writer of the Mongolian minority people, tells a story of socialist construction in the
steppelands with a poignant little reminiscence that does much to explain what it is
that animates the enthusiasm of the new socialist people of the Inner Mongolian plains.

Lingkuan Gorge, Summer Nights, A Fighting Journey and the rest, by turns
lyrical, tender, didactic, give other revealing glimpses of China's new countryside
and factories and the life and outlook of her youth and of those who knew well the

dark days before liberation.

pp. 146

THE SUN HAS RISEN

by Ma Feng

The best eight stories by a well-known Chinese author. They cover the years
of the struggle to establish a co-operative system of agriculture in China. Written with
a light, humorous and optimistic touch they treat this struggle from many angles.
They reveal the conflicts that arose over the choice belween the two roads, socialism
and capitalism; they tell of the heroism and high spirits of the Chinese people dur-
ing the big leap forward; they accurately portray the new people who appeared at
that time and the new ways of doing things. Through these pages you will get to
know and admire such go-ahead village personalities as Uncle Chao, the enthusiastic
stockman, and Han Mei-mei, the elementary school graduate who, responding to the

Communist Party's call, chooses farming as her career,
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ROUND THE WEEK

State Farms Set the Pace

With the coming of warmer days,
farmers in north China’s countryside
are hastening to finish off winter jobs
and are making ready for the spring
ploughing and sowing.

In this regard, the state farms have
stolen a march over some of the rural
people’s communes. As soon as last
aulumn’s harvest was in, they ploughed
up large tracts of land and allowed it
to lie fallow during the winter. This
practice was followed much more
widely last year than in 1960. In
Heilungkiang Province, in the north-
eastern tip of China, many of the
large, mechanized state farms reported
that 30 per cent more land was tilled
and left fallow than in the previous
year. Soil so treated is in better con-
dition for spring sowing and time is
saved for other urgent work on the
farms.

Checking and repairing of farm
machinery is the order of the day, top
priority going to the tractors. The
state farms are well ahead with other
preparations for the busy spring season
—jobs like selection of seeds, compost
making, stocking of fertilizers and in-
secticides and the necessary farm tools.
They have learnt a lot in the past few
years, particularly in 1961 when,
despite natural calamities, they reaped
a better harvest and delivered to the
state more grain and other agricultural
produce and livestock than in 1960.
With this experience behind them, they
are planning to get an even better
harvest this year.

The role of the state farms is be-
coming increasingly important in
China. They are supplying more
marketable agricultural products and
livestock than ever before. In northeast
China, pioneers ploughed up tens of
millions of mu of virgin land over the
years to form fertile state farms. Now
these farms supply not only the people
in their own region, but ship out large
quantities of grain to other parts of the
country. Since their establishment they
have delivered to the state more than
4,000 million jin ef grain, 300 million
jin of meat, 350 million jin of fruit, as
well as eggs, wool, ginseng, antlers in
the velvet and other products.

The state farms have rendered in-
valuable service in speeding up the
technical transformation of agriculture,
To date, such farms in the northeast
have trained more than 15,000 techni-
cians for the rural people’s communes,
supplied them with hundreds of thou-
sands of pedigree cattle and large
amounts of selected seeds, not to men-
tion helping them till the land or
harvest their crops with modern
machinery.

The state [arms have gone far in the
ten and more years since they were
first set up. Thousands of them have
been established in various parts of
the country. The area under cultivation
has been greatly expanded in connec-
tion with the large-scale reclamation
work undertaken in the past four years.
Today the cultivated area under the
state farms is almost five times as
large as in 1957.

Such figures give no hint of the
effort and heroism that has gone into
them. Some have been built from
scratch on land reclaimed from former
wildernesses —in the Khingan Moun-
tains in the northeast, in desolate re-
gions north and south of the Tienshan
Mountains in Sinkiang in the northwest,
on the marshes along the east coast
and in hill regions of the interior.
Countless difficulties have had to be
overcome to put the state farms firmly
on their feet.

One of the epics of the new China
has been the building of these farms
in China’s northwest. There hundreds
of state farms have been built on
former wasteland, sparsely populated
and handicapped by alkaline and saline
soil or constantly threatened by shift-
ing sands. Demobilized armymen and
youthful pioneers, who volunteered for
reclamation work, were the core of the
effort here. Many formerly barren or
arid regions have been transformed
into productive fields crisscrossed by
irrigation canals and protected by
shelter belts. Various kinds of crops,
including wheat, barley, rapeseed and
turnips, have been introduced to the
farms. Crop varieties suited to
local conditions have also been
developed. Since the big leap forward
these state farms have achieved a
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fourfold expansion of their cultivated
area and have strengthened their
machine-tractor park with 5,000 more
traclors.

Now solidly based, they are impor-
tant suppliers of grain, cotton, fruit,
livestock and other agricultural and
animal products. Though, like other
parts of the country, they were hit by
natural calamities for three consecu-
tive years, they boosted their grain
output last year to three and a half
times that of 1957 and increased their
livestock by nearly 100 per cent.

Irrigation Machinery for the

Farms

In its all-out effort to aid agricul-
ture and give it the tools it needs,
China’s engineering industry last year
turned out an amount of irrigation and
drainage machinery equivalent to
nine times the total in use on all the
country’s farms at the time of libera-
tion. Enough machines to irrigate 17
million mu of land went to equip some
10,000 pumping stations in the major
grain-producing areas — Heilungkiang,
Szechuan, Hunan, Hupeh, Kiangsu,
Chekiang and Kwangtung: in Liao-
ning and thé north China provinces
most often threatened by drought: in
some of the market gardening centres:
and in the arid northwest. Immediately
installed, they played a big role in the
rural communes’ fight against drought
and waterlogging.

Last year’s output of irrigation and
drainage machinery included diesel.
gas, petrol and steam engines and
electric motors; tens of thousands of
pumps (more than 7,600 of them with
diameters exceeding 300 m.m.); and
water turbines. These machines were
specially designed to suit the specific
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conditions
country.

of wvarious parts of the
Buyers could get the type
of internal combustion engines they
needed to use the fuel most easily
available in their localities. A big
135 h.p. internal combustion engine
made last year can drive a power
generator and large pumps for large-
area irrigation; a small 4 h.p. engine
can be used to power a small pump
for garden farming. The industry of-
fered farmers axial flow and mixed
flow pumps for low-lying land, big
centrifugal pumps for raising water
from rivers, and deep-well and high
pressure pumps specially designed for
the northwest China plateau. The big-
gest pump made last year can suck
up seven tons of water per second.
Given a sufficient source, one such
pump can keep 70,000 mu of land
watered.

Before liberation only small, inefl-
ficient internal combustion engines
and ordinary pumps were manufac-
tured in a few places in China and
in small quantities. Today almost every
province and autonomous region has
engineering factories capable of
making internal combustion engines.

A Grand Winter Vacation

As they went back to school to begin
the new spring term last Monday, Pe-
king's school children voted that they
had had a grand winter vacation.

City authorities and organizations
had arranged a full, rich programme of
recreational and cultural activities for
them during the holidays. Tens of
thousands of them went every day to
the Young Pioneers’ Palace in Ching-
shan Park, the Working People’s Palace
of Culture and the many children’s

clubs in the various districts to play
ball games or chess, enjoy lantern slide
shows, story-telling or ballads, puppet

shows or children’s plays. For film
fans, the cinemas offered special
showings of selected films. The zoo,

the planetarium, the indoor swimming
pools and museums, of course, were
crowded as ever.

For those with a flair for literature
and art, gatherings were sponsored by
the children’s clubs where they could
meet some of their favourite writers.
A painting competition held in the
eastern cily drew entrants from all over
the capital. Prospective scientists made
full use of the facilities provided for

them at the children’s scientific and
technical centre in Beihai Park. Here,
under skilled instructors, they built

model aireralt, ships, radio sets or in-
dulged their flair for “inventions.”

These activities, of course, are kept
going in spare hours throughout the
year. But it is during holiday time
that Peking's youngsters really get
going at them with teenage concentra-
tion.

And a New Term Begins

The capital’s teachers resumed
classes after the welcome three weeks’
holiday break fresh and well-prepared.
Last Friday, the National Committee
of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference entertained more
than 1.500 secondary and primary
school teachers at an evening party.
Together with Li Wei-han and Chen
Shu-tung, Vice-Chairmen of the
C.P.P.C.C.’s National Committee, and
other leading members, they watched a
performance by the famous Peking
opera actress Tu Chin-fang.

Before the party started, Li Wei-han,
Chen Shu-tung and other leading
C.P.P.C.C. members received over forty
teachers who have taught in primary
and secondary schools for more than
twenty years. Some of them, now well
over sixty years old, have served for
thirty or even forty years. Chen Shu-
tung paid tribute to their work and
toasted their health, their past
successes and their still greater con-
tributions in days to come.

The teachers, on their part, expressed
thanks for the concern shown them by
the People’s Government and society.
They pledged to devote themselves
wholeheartedly to the task of bringing
up the younger generation as worthy
builders of socialism.

Peking Review






	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf

