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ROUND THE WEEK

Conference on Nationalities Work

A month-long conference was held
recently in Peking to sum up the
achievements and experience gained
over the past few years in work
among China's national minorities.
The conference had before it ample
material on the tremendous progress
made here in every field in recent
years. Matters of policy and tasks for
the future were discussed.

The conference was convened by
the Nationalities Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress and the Na-
tionalities Affairs Commission of the
People’s Government. It was attended
by representatives of 31 nationalities
from 22 provinces, municipalities and
autonomous regions. Many leading
members of the Communist Party and
Government also attended and took
part in the discussions.

In totting up the gains made, the
conference attributed them to the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s policy towards
nationalities, the help and support
eagerly given them from every side,
and the efforts made by the minority
peoples and cadres themselves. The
democratic reforms carried out in the
minority areas and the advance of so-
cialist construction under the guidance
of the three red banners — the general
line for the building of socialism, the
great leap forward and the people’s
commune —have brought about a
fundamental change in the minority
areas. The unity of the great Chinese
family of nationalities is more firmly
based than ever. Ideologically and
politically, the minorily peoples are
more advanced than ever before. A
new-type, socialist type of relationship
has been created beiween the various
nationalities.

The conference noted all these
favourable conditions for implement-
ing the Party’s nationalities policy
and achieving its goal —a prosperous
and happy life for all the nationali-
ties in China. In this connection, the
conference pointed out how necessary
it was to handle correctly relation-
ships between the various nationali-
ties in accordance with the policy laid
down by the Communist Party and
Chairman Mao Tse-tung, to strength-

en unity among the minority peo-
ples themselves, to encourage their
enthusiasm and initiative in the devel-
opment of agriculture, animal hus-
bandry and forestry and steadily
improve their living standards.

In discussing future policy and
tasks, the participants in the con-
ference made many valuable proposals.
Full support was voiced for the
policies and tasks set out in Premier
Chou En-lai’s report on government
work to the recent National People’s
Congress.

The conference put particular em-
phasis on carrying out the Party's
policy of instituting national regional
autonomy —a basic policy in solving
the national question. Already im-
plemented on a large scale, this policy
has given magnificent results in the
years since liberation.

Other questions like the training of
cadres from among the minority peo-
ples, the strengthening of the united
front, the thorough implementation of
the Party’s policy of freedom of re-
ligious belief, the special characteris-
tics of the various nationalities, and
questions relating to trade, education
and public health were all fully dis-
cussed. Concrete policies were proposed
and measures mapped out for putting
them into practice.

In all its deliberations the con-
ference stressed the particular signif-
icance of further strengthening unity
between the various nationalities on
the basis of their common goal — the
building of socialism —and described
this unity as the basic guarantee of
the victory of socialism. The con-
ference itself symbolized this great
unity. It will go a long way in
mobilizing thé minority peoples to
achieve fresh victories.

Education Spreads in Tibet

In the wake of democratic reforms
and economic growth, education in
Tibet is making rapid progress.

Recent reports from Tibet show
that an increasing number of
children of former slaves and serfs
are receiving an education. At
present, about half the number
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Miao Farmers Working for a Good Harvest

of school-age children are at
school; enrolment in primary schools
has jumped from a few thousand
before the democratic reforms started
in 1959 to over 58,000 today.

Tibet has an ancient culture, but
feudal serfdom held it back and re-
tarded its progress for centuries.
Before the peaceful liberation of the
region in 1951, there was not a single
school in the mountains and over 90
per cent of the working people were
illiterate. The children of the serfs
and slaves were doomed the moment
they were born: there was no future
for them but to step into their parents’
shoes and scrape a bare living by
working for the manorial lords and
herd-owners as their forefathers had
done for ages.

In 1952, the Central People’s Gov-
ernment opened the first primary
school in Lhasa, and later set up a few
schools in the other big towns in the
region. But, even then, large num-
bers of Tibetan children were unable
to get an education; the local forces
of reaction did all they could to hold
up progress in this as in other fields.

It was only three years ago when
the rebellion by the upper class reac-
tionaries was quelled and democratic
reforms were introduced in Tibet that
schools began to be established on a
large scale for the emancipated serfs
and slaves, first in the towns and
villages along the highways and later
up in the remote areas of the
Himalayas and on the vast grasslands
in the northern parts of the region.

Since the Government provides free
tuition and stipends to cover daily
needs, the children of even the poorest
families can now go to school. After
two or three years’ schooling, the chil-
dren are able to read newspapers in
their own language. write simple
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letters and help with the book-keep-
ing of the agricultural mutual-aid
teams.

International Children’s Day

On June 1, the Children’s Palace at
Jingshan Park in the heart of Peking
made a gay picture with its multi-
colour balloons, palace lanterns and
red banners put up in honour of Inter-
national Children’s Day. It was
crowded with over 20,000 Chinese
youngsters and many young guests
from other lands who gathered to
spend the holiday there. In between
listening to vocal and orchestral items
arranged for them by the Children’s
Palace’s Friendship Chorus and the
Red Scarf Orchestra of the Central
Conservatory of Music, the children
chatted happily, gave impromptu per-
formances, sang and danced, watched
jugglers, acrobats and magicians and
generally had a good time.

All Peking’s parks provided free
entrance and entertainment for the
day, and there was not one that did
not have its thousands of youthful
holiday-makers. Crowds of school
children and their teachers spent the
day at the Revolutionary Military
Museum, the Museum of Chinese
History and the newly built National
Art Gallery. Thousands more went to
the sports clubs and gymnasiums to
watch table tennis matches, gymnastic
displays and basketball contests. The
city swimming pools were free for the
day to children. An exhibition of
toys at the Tuancheng (Round City),
at Beihai Park, attracted its share of
wide-eyed youngsters. The toy shops
there did a roaring trade.

In Shanghai, 4,000 children cele-
brated the festival on the large lawns
at the China Welfare Institute’s Chil-
dren’s Palace enjoying performances
by well-known singers and dancers,
film actors and acliresses, puppeleers

Woodcut in colour by Lei Shih-kang

and acrobats. Ve-
terans of the revolu-
tion told tales of the

carly revolutionary
days and scientists
answered intriguing
questions.

Canton's children had
occasion for special
rejoicings.  President
Ho Chi Minh of the
Democratic  Republic
of Viet Nam gave
them a big present —
a four-ton elephant
which was publicly displayed on
June 1. Thousands of youngsters
swarmed to the zoo to see the new
arrival perform tricks at the bidding
of its two Vietnamese keepers.

More Red Scarves

On International Children’'s Day,
many children joined the Young
Pioneers and for the first time proudly
wore the red scarf which symbolizes
a corner of the red flag of the revolu-
tion.

It was during the stormy days of
the people’s war against the Kuomin-
tang reactionaries in the late 20s
that China’s children formed their
own revolutionary organization. The
first children’s corps were organized
in the revolutionary bases of central-
south China. There are many stories
about the heroic role they played on
the guerrilla fronts and in' the rear
of the Japanese invaders.

In those days, they were numbered
in the hundreds of thousands. Today
as Young Pioneers they number 50
million all over the country. On Inter-
national Children’s Day their red
scarves seemed to be everywhere. In
Peking during the last twelve months
alone, 182,000 children from nine to
fifteen have joined their ranks, bring-
ing the number of the city’s Pioneers
to 650,000.

The Pioneers were formed after
liberation with the motto: “Love the
country and the people; love labour,
science, and public property.” There
is no change in their wartime, revolu-
tionary spirit of serving the people,
but their activities today are geared
to our times of socialist construction.
Together with the schools, the Pioneer
organizations carry on a myriad activ-
ities that help develop their talent and
initiative. It is China's seed ground
for the new socialist society, the new
socialist men.
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