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ROUND THE WEEK

A US.-made U-2 plane has been
downed in east China.

On the morning of September 9,
when the plane supplied by the U.S.
to the Chiang Kai-shek gang came
in over east China, it was shot down
by an air force unit of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army. Marshal
Lin Piao, Minister of National De-
fence, issued a special order of com-
mendation. He exhorted the success-
ful unit to heighten its combat readi-
ness still more and stand ready at all
times to strike at any invading enemy
plane.

At a meeting held the next day to
celebrate this success, General Liu
Ya-lou, Commander of the Air Force,
conveyed Marshal Lin Piao’s com-
mendation to the unit and described
the shooting down of the U-2 plane
as another heavy blow to the U.S. im-
perialists’ policies of war and aggres-
sion. He expressed the hope that
everyone would sharpen his pre-
paredness and achieve new victories.

The commander of the unit that
shot down the plane, in his address to
the meeting, attributed the victory to
the leadership of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, Chairman Mao Tse-tung
and the higher command, the close
co-operation of brother units and
the support given by the people.
He and his men, he pledged, would
continue to heighten their vigilance
and resolutely fulfil the sacred task
of defending the territorial air of the
motherland.

Early Autumn Harvest

The early autumn harvests are
coming in. Rural people’s communes
in the maize and sorghum belt are
bringing in good harvests. In the
fertile region along the Yangtse River,
the semi-late rice is being gathered in.

The central China province of
Honan reports a good harvest of sor-
ghum. Honan farmers are big sor-
ghum raisers. This is their second
major food crop, next to wheat. It
is cultivated not only for its grain but
also for its fine long stalks which are
dried, cut and made into mats, bas-
kets and other household goods. Sor-
ghum trash makes good fuel too.

Sorghum on the vast plain in
eastern Honan has grown extremely
well. Heavy-laden ears atop sturdy
three-metre-high stalks tell of the
favourable weather conditions and
careful field management. In the
Kaifeng and Shangchiu Special
Administrative Regions south of the
Yellow River, where the crop ripened
earlier than in other areas, most of
the harvest is in. North of the river
which cuts the province's northeastern
tip, in the Hsinhsiang and Anyang
areas, cutting is proceeding apace.

The harvesting of semi-late rice is
in full swing in the provinces along
the Yangtse. In Szechuan, on the
river’'s upper reaches, the work is
shifting gradually from south to north.
Semi-late rice is a major food crop in
these parts. It is harvested after the
quick-ripening early summer rice crop
and before the late rice which was
planted in the summer and ripens
late in the autumn. Semi-late rice
covers more than half of the total
area planted to autumn crops in
Szechuan Province this year. Present
signs point to a better harvest than
last year, and from a larger acreage
to boot.

In Hupeh, north of the Yangtse, the
semi-late rice is fast ripening. Com-
munes here are taking advantage of
this pause to select seeds for next
year’s crop. In Hunan, just south of
the river, the people’s communes are
in the thick of harvesting. In this
important rice-producing province,
semi-late rice takes up about 70 per
cent of the total area under paddy-
rice. Communes which have already
gathered in their crop report higher
per-mu yields than last year.

Mechanized Farming Spreads

China’s northeastern provinces are
making big progress in mechanized
farming. More and more tractors and
other farm machines are going to the
farms there. Agro-technical stations,
set up by the thousands, dot the coun-
tryside. More and more machines are
taking over farm work which used to
be done by hand.

Mechanized farming started more
than ten years ago in Heilungkiang.
This is the most northerly of China’s
provinces and ranks among the lead-
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ing grain-producers in the
country. Every year since
then it has increased its
tractor-ploughed acreage
and the number of its
agro-technical stations.

This year, too, it has
added more tractors to its
mechanized field forces.
With the increase in the
number of its tractors and
other farm machines there
has been a corresponding
increase in the province’s
capacity to produce spare
parts. In the first half of
this year, agricultural ma-
chinery plants in Heilung-
kiang turned out 12 per
cent more parts for tractors
and other machines than they produced

in the same period last year. These
successes are due, in no small part,
to the wunstinting aid in skilled

manpower and equipment which the
province received from factories all
over the country.

Liaoning Province, also in northeast

China, is a major producer of wheat
and soya beans. It also has a larger
tractor park than ever this year.

Most of its hundreds of new tractors
have gone to farms on the fertile plain
watered by the Liaoho River.

Liaoning did not have a single
tractor before liberation. The first
tractor station was set up here in 1953
with only five machines. That was
on the outskirts of Shenyang, the
provincial capital. Today the province
has over 400 tractor stations, each
with about 100 tractors. Growth was
particularly rapid in the last two years
when the province increased the
number of its tractors by nearly one-
third. Here too there has been a
corresponding growth in spare parts
production.

Shanghai, Wusih, Peking and other
cities have given substantial aid to its
factories making tractor parts and
repairing farm machines. Fourteen of
its 20 factories in this line—in
Shenyang, Fushun, Antung, Yingkow
and elsewhere — are getting consign-
ments of new precision lathes which
will greatly increase their capacity
and productivity.

Reinforcements for Socialist
Construction

One hundred and seventy thousand
new college graduates are fanning
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out over the country to take up their
posts in socialist construction. This
brings the total number of college
graduates to more than 900,000 since
the founding of the People’s Republic
of China in 1949.

Half of this year’s graduates come
from worker or peasant families;
59,000 of them majored in engineering,
11,000 in the natural sciences, 20,000
in agriculture and forestry, 17,000 in
medicine while the rest specialized in
education, the arts and other subjects.

These graduates have been assigned
jobs in accordance with the needs of
the country and their personal wishes,
with full consideration, of course, for
individual skills and capabilities.
More graduates will go to work at
the grass-roots level than in previous
years —to strengthen the weaker
sectors of the agricultural and in-
dustrial fronts. Priority has been
given especially to agriculture in its
great drive to boost production.

While the overwhelming majority
are going to work in one kind of
enterprise or another, over 1,000 will
do post-graduate work and some 200
will take up special research work in
the Chinese Academy of Sciences.
These latter - graduates have been
chosen from various -colleges and
universities; they will carry on
research and higher studies under the
expert guidance of such well-known
scientists as the mathematician Hua
Loo-keng and the physicist Chao
Chung-yao.

Graduates of Minority Peoples

Over a thousand students from
China’s various national minorities
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graduated from colleges this year.
Jobs are waiting for them urgently
in their native regions and they are
eager to get back.

Peking. More than 500 of Peking's
college graduates this year are from
the national minorities. They have
specialized in engineering, the natural
sciences, agriculture, forestry, medi-
cine, education or the arts. Among
them are medical students of the
Tahur, Puyi, Tibetan, Yi, Tung and
ten other minority nationalities. They
have completed their studies at the
Peking Medical College and are going

back to practise among their own
peoples.
Ningsia. The first group of college

students of the minority nationalities

ever trained in the Ningsia Hui
Autonomous Region in northwest
China graduated this summer. The

three institutes which trained them
were set up there after liberation.
Numbering 160, they belong to the
Hui, Mongolian, Manchu, Sala and
other minority nationalities. After
completing four years of study they
are now returning {o their home
counties to work as teachers, agro-
nomists, doctors, and veterinarians.

Ningsia was an educational back-
water before liberation with just a
few primary and middle schools.
Now it has three institutes of higher
learning with modern classroom
buildings, well-equipped laboratories
and libraries. Experienced professors
from other parts of the country gladly
volunteered to teach there and they
are more than pleased with their
students’ achievements.
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