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A view of China's thriving farms
and the bright prospects ahead can
be seen at the national agricultural
exhibition which opened in Peking
on November 1. Housed in the lt[ational Agricultural Exhibition Centre in the capital's eastern suburbs,
the exhibition features 52 advanced
farming units prcduction teams
or brigades, -people's communes,
counties or groups of counties in
various parts of the country
-that
have greatly increased output
by
successfully transforming thelr oncepoor lanil and improving farming
methods

in the Tachai

spirit.

"Tachai" has become a household
word among the Chinese people, the
peasants in particular; it is a
synon.vm for achieving prosperity
through self-reliance and a scientific
approach. The s'ord originated rvith
the Taehai Producion Brigade in
north China's Shansi Province whose
members, by their herculean efforts,
achieved remarkable success in
transforming denuded hills into
stable- and high-5-ietding terraced
fields.

Pictures, charts and models at the
exhibition vividly demonstrate the
different problems thai faced the

farming units and the -,vay they set
about conquering them. Often against
great odds and under intractable conditions, they succeeded in bringing
about basic changes in farm production. Their bold und.ertakings. t-r4lical
also of many thousands of other Tachai-type units, speak s'ell for the revolutionary enthusiasm and resourcefulness of China's 500 million peasants \ffho, hoiding high the red banner of Mao fse-tung's thinking and
implementing the Party's general
line for building socialism, are determined to put arl end to the "poverty
and backwardness" they halre inherited from the past. As Renmin
Riboo's November 1 editorial put it:
Advanc.ed, farming units of the

Tachai-type have appeared in every
province, every special administrative region, every county and in almost every people's commune. This
Tachai spirit a product of Mao
Tse-tung's thinking
has now be-

- in accelerating
a driving force
the building of China's new. socialist villages. The editorial also expressed the belief that the exhibition would give further impetus
to the campaign to learn from
come

Tachai and promote the present up-

surge of agricultural

prodr-rction

across the land.

Indicative of the Party's and government's great interest in and attention to agricrrlture was the visit
to a preview of the exhibition by
Chou En-lai, Chu Teh, Teng Hsiaoping and other Chinese leaders.

Algerian Revolutioo Anniversary
Chairman Liu Shao-chi and Premier Chou En-Iai sent a message on
October 31 to Houari Boumedienne,
Chairman of the Algerian Council of
Revolution and Premjer, gr:eeting the
1lth .anniversary of the Algerian

revolution. The message said:

"the Algerian people are a people
with a glorious anti-imperialist
tradition. Their valiant struggle
against imperialism and colonialism
and for rvinning and safeguarding
national independence has lvon the
admiration of the Chinese people.
The Chinese people sincerely wish
the Algerian people new successes
and new victories in their march
forward."
Algerian Charge d'Affaires ad in-

terim Khouri Mohamed gave an
anniversary reception in Peking or:
November L. Premier Chou En*lai,
Vice-Premiers Chen Yi. and Li Hsien(Cottti,wed. on P. 14.)
J

Choirmon Liu on Dr. Sun Yot-sen
q PEAKING at the first meeting on October 31 of the
LJ preparatory committee for the centenary commemoration of Dr. Sun Yat-sen's birth, Chairman of the
People's Republic of China Liu Shao-chi said that
Dr. Sun was a great man who deserved to be remembered by the Chinese people for ever. Among those
attending the initial meeting of the committee, of which
Liu Shao-chi is concurrently chairman, were Sootrg
Ching Ling, Tung Pi-wu, Chou En-lai and Chu Telr
Choirmon Liu's Speech
Chairman Liu Shao-chi pointed out that it was
of enormous significance to honour Dr. Sun's memory.
He said: "Dr. Sun Yat-sen was a pioneer of China's
bourgeois-democratic revolution and a forerunner of
our revolution. It was under his influence and that of
the 1911 Revolution that many people in our Communist Party took the road of revolution. Dr. Sun was
the leader of the revolutionary democrats of the Chinese bourgeoisie. He devoted his rnhole life to the
struggle against imperialism and feudalism. He l-as a
great man who gave tremendous impefus to China's
modern history. He deserves to be remembered by the
Chinese people for ever.
"At the time preparations were made for carrying
out the democratic revolution in China, Dr. Sun firmly
opposed the reformists who stood for a constitutional
monarchy. He advocated the overthrow of the feudal
autocratic emperor and the estabtrishment of a democratic republic by revolutionary means. This was very
daring and revolutionary at that time. To achieve this.
he waged a tit-for-tat struggle against Kang Yu-ivei.
Liang Chi-chao and others of the reiorrnlst school.
Dr. Sun consistentll' advccated revolutionary armed
struggle. Under his leadership, the 1911 Revolution
finally put an end to the feudal empire w-hich had
ruled China for more than 2,000 years. It gave birth
to the Chinese republic, that is, the Republic of China.
This was one of his great historic accomplishments.
"Dr. Sun's other great historic accomplishment \r.as
to develop the old-type Three People's Principles into
the new Three People's Principles to suit the nerv situation in China's revolution. After the victory of the
October proletarian revolution in Russia and the
appearance of the Chinese proletariat on the stage of
history, he entered into an alliance with the Soviet
Union and the Chinese Communist Party, and, with
the help of the latter, reorganized the Kuomintang and.
put forward the well-known Three Great policies: alliance with Soviet Russia, co-operation with the Communists and help to the peasants and workers. This
provided the politi.cal basis for the first instance of
co-operation between the Kuomintang and the Chinese
Communist Party. It also sparked the tempestuous great
revolution of. 1924-27. The Chinese revolution at that

4

time

from the very first day of the founding of the

- Communist Party entered a new historical
Chinese
stage, the stage of the new-democratic revolution instead
of a democratic revolution of the old t1-pe."
Chairman Liu Shao-chi stressed that Dr. Sun Yatsen, as a bourgeois revolutionary, had the courage to
raise the slogan. of "Down with imperialism," to enter
into an alliance with the world's first country under
the dictatorship of the proletariat, to q'ork in

co-

with the vanguard of the Chinese proletariat,
to put into practice the policy of helping the peasants
and workers and to put forward the slogan of "Land
to the tiller," that is, the abolition of the feudal s1'5tem of land ownership. This, Chairman Liu said,
demonstrated Dr. Sun's great revolutionary spirit of
being able to "keep in step with the world trends and
serve the needs of the community" and advancing lvith
the times. "Dr. Sun r,l'as not a scientific socialist or
a Marxist." he added. "but he dared to make revolution and fight imperialism- His revolutionary spirit
sr-as sornething u-h:ch many so{alled socialists and
Marxists of his day, that is. man-s social-democrats and
old-type revisionists of his time, could in no way
measure up to; and, for that matter, it rvas also something which many so-called Marxist-kninists and socalled Communists of today, that is, the modern revisionists, could not match in the ieast.
"The reaciionary clique of the Kuomintang betrayed Dr. Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary cause. Under
the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and
c.peration

Chairman Mao Tse-tung, the Chinese people thoroughly
accompLshed the democratic revolution which Dr. Sun
had failed to accomplish. And they follo'*'ed this up
immediately with the socialist revolution, which is now

in depth, and with the great work of socialist construction."
Chairman Liu recalled that in 1905 Dr. Sun had
said that China would surely surpass the West. "Our
country," he continued, "is now much stronger than
at the time of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. But it is still comparatively backward economically and culturally. Several
decades of hard work are still required to make our
country really strong. The situation in our country
today is excellent in all fields. We have made great
advances and achievements in the political, economic,
cultural and educational, and military fieids. There are,
however, some shortcomings and difficulties in various
branches of our work and we should continue our
efforts to overeome them. The present revo).utionary
si-tuation for the people of all countries is also excellent,
particularly in Asia, Africa and Latin America. But
U.S. imperialism is still playing the bully throughout
the world, occupying Taiwan, which is China's territory,
and plotting a war of aggression against China. The
people of our country and all patriots living abroad
developing
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should strengthen their unity further and strive for
the complete realization of Dr. Sun Yat-sen's ideals of
overthrowing imperialism and building a strong China.
While carrying on our work of construction, we must
ally ourselves on an equal footing 'with those among
the peoples of the world who treat us on the basis of
equality,' and unite with all eountries and nations that
can be united in the common strugg).e. We must resolutely support the revolutionary stmggles waged by
the oppressed peoples and nations of the whole world
and carry through to the end the struggle against imperialism headed by the United States, against the
reactionaries in various countries and against modern

and Chairman Mao Tse-tung, strive for still greater
successes in the socialist revolution and socialist construction and, together with the people of the world,
work for still greater victories in the cause of world
peace, national liberation, people's democracy and

revisionism."

Yat-sen Mausoleum in Nanking, the memorial hall in
Canton and Dr. Sun's fortner residence in Shanghai.
Invitations to participate in the commemorative activities rvill be sent to foreigners, overseas .Chinese, and
compatriots in Hongkong and Macao who were con-

In conclusion, Chairman Liu Shao-chi said that the
commemoration of the centenary of Dr. Sun Yat-sen's
birth next year coincided with the beginning of China's
Third Five-Year Plan of construction. He ca1led on
the peopie of the s,hole country to unite still more
closely under the leadership of the Communist Party

socialism.

Commemorotive Activities

After a

speech about the centenary's programme
by Liao Cheng-chih, secretary-general of the preparatory
committee, the meeting adopted a commemorative
programme which included the holding of a national
memorial meeting in November 1966 in Peking's Great
Hall of the People and visits paying homage to the Sun

nected

with the revolutionary

cause

to which Dr.

Sun

Yat-sen devoted his life.
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Co

rcy Forword the Couse of Afro-Asisn
Solidority Agoinst lmperiolism

rFHE forcibly

converied African-Asian foreign minis-

I tcrs' meeting finally took the decision to postpone

indefinitely the Second African-Asian Conference. This
decision accords with the common aspiration of the
2,000 miiiion people of Asia and Africa. It is a victory
for the countries and peoples upholding the cause of
Afro-Asian solidarity against imperialism and a failure
for U.S. imperialism and its follorvers who made vain
attempts to divide the Afro-Asian countries.
Afro-Asian solidarity was subjected to a severe test
in the past few days over the question of whether or
not the Second African-Asian ConJerence be postponed.
Should the conference be held to engage in quarrels
u'hich would lead to splits among the Afro-Asian countries, or should one attach primary importance to AfroAsian solidarity and have the conference postponed to a
suitable moment? This was a question that has a vital
bearing on the great cause of the 2,000 million AfroAsian people's solidarity against imperialism. In this
hour of momentous decision, no statesmen of the Afro.
Asian countries could have failed to see their grave
responsibility. The people of the Afro-Asian countries
firmiy demand the upholding of unity against imperialism and oppose a split. The outcome of the meeting reflects this irresistible common desire of the Afro-Asian
peoples, and makes it clear that the overwhelming majority of the Afro-Asian countries treasure unity and
Not;ember 5, 1965

cherish their larger interests. The Bandung spirit of
unity against imperialism has once again demonstrated
its great vitality.
Afro-Asian solidarity is an inevitable outgrowth
of historical development We, Afro-Asian peoples, are
bound together by the common expelience that we
shared in our long suffering under imperialist and
colonialist oppression and enslavement. In the past,
rve Afro-Asian peoples waged common struggles to
shake off imperialist and colonialist yokes and won
great victories. Today, we still face the common task
of combating imperialism, coloniaiism and neo-colonialism, striving for and safeguardin3 national independence
and developing cur national eeonomies. The course of
events in the 20 postwar years has borne out the truth
that it is not only necessary but absolr:tely possible for
the Afro-Asian countries to unite, support each other
and wage a joint struggle. All Afro-Asian countries,
puppets and lackeys of imperialism excepted, have every
reason to unite, and no reason rvhatsoever to allow our
unity to be weakened or undermined.

,-nHE Atrican-Asian conference is a conference of the
t Asian and African countries to strengthen their
unity against imperialism. The First Asian-African
fulConference
the Bandung Conference
- brilliantly
call of unity
mission. The great
fllled its historie

against imperialism issued at the Bandtrng Conference
has struck roots deep into the hearts of the people and
the struggle of the Asian and African peoples against
imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism has had a
tremendous growth in the past ten years. The Second
African-Asian Conference should raise the Bandung
spirit to a new and higher level. It should not weaken

but must promote Afro-Asian solidarity, against imperlalism; it should not retreat but must advance; it
should not fail but must succeed. China, Cambodia,
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the Korean Democratic Peoplels Republic, Pakistan, Tanzania, Guinea,
the Congo (Brazzavllle) and other Asian and African
countries seriously advocated that the confer,ence be
postponed precisely because they eonsider that the
various complicating factors that exist at the present
moment are unfavourable to the holding sf the Second
African-Asian Conference. This position of theirs proceeds from the overall Afro-Asian interest and stems
entirely from their sincere desire to safeguard AfroAsian solidarity. Every country that sets great store by
Afro-Asian solidarity will naturally come to the conclusion that the present is not the proper time for the convocation of the Second African-Asian Conference. This
was borne out by the fact that the forcibly convened
meeting of foreign ministers of Asian and African countries finally decided to postpone the conference, thanks
to the unswerving adherence to principle by a number
of countries and the sutrrport for it by more and more
countries.
question of postponing the conference should and
THE
r could have been settled entirely by the standing

in preparation for the Second African-Asian
Conference. Since the objective situation demanded the
postponement, the standing committee formed by 15 representative Asian and African countries could, rvith
full justification, have made a decision to postpone
through talks with the other Asian and African countries and on the basis of the principle of achieving concommittee

sensus through consultation. The tr*'o prer.'ious postponements of the Second African-Asian Conference had
both been decided upon by the standing committee. To
say that it is beyond the terms of reference of the
standing committee to make a decision on postpcnement does not tally with the facts of the past, nor can
it possibly explain why the forcibly convened meeting
of foreign ministers also decided at last to leave it to
the standing committee to fix a future date for the convocation of the Second African-Asian Conference. Facts
have proved that the firm stand taken by China. Cambodia and other Asian and African countries for the
settlement of the question of postponement at the

standing committee is perfectly correct. If this point
of view of ours had been accepted then, the peremptory
convening of the meeting of foreign ministers could
have been avoided and the delegations of scores of
countries would have been spared the need to make a

long journey to Algiers to engage
dispute.
6

in

days of heated

.On

the other hand, the forpibly convened foreign
ministers' meeting is not entirely without'its lessons.
It onbe again proves that in the ranks of Asian and
African countries, there is a handful of people who
willingly act as the Trojan horse of U.S. imperialism
in an attempt to disrupt Afro-Asian solidarity from
within: Sueh is the role played by the Indian reactionaries who danee faithfully to the tune of U.S. imperialisrn. In the past, they did their best to obstruct the
convocation of the African-Asian conference when U.S.
imperialism feared it. Recently, when U.S. imperialism wanted to use the conference to undermine the
solidarity of the Asian and African countries in the
anti-imperialist struggle, they had set to work energetically and called vociferously for its convocation as
scheduled.

rFHAT was not all. At the meeting, the Indian delegate
I unjustifiably demanded that the Soviet Union,
which is neither an Asian nor an African country, and
"Malaysia," a spawn of neo-colonialism, and some
others be admitted to the conference, and he clung to
this demand obstinately in a deliberate attempt to make
trouble. But the Indian reactionaries' sordid actions
were extremely unpopular. Their schemes fell through,
lock, stock, and barrel, landing themselves in utter isc,lation. That is why they, like the imperialists, were
"surprised" and "disappointed" about the outcome of
the rneeting. The Indian delegate had to admit that
the result of the meeting was a "blow" to India. For
their object failure, the Indian reactionaries have only
themselves to blame.
To thrust itself into the African-Asian conference,
the Soviet leading group had gone so far as to try to
fish in troubled u-aters at the peremptorily convened
foreign ministers' meeting which, in fact, only discussed
the postponement of the conferenc€. To attain its aim,
it did not even hesitate or feel ashamed to rank itself
with that product of neo-colonialism "Malaysia"
or with the quislings of imperialism in -south Viet Nam
and south Korea. This is indeed shocking. How can
one allow the country born of the Great Oetober Revolution to be placed side by side with puppet regimes
that are the offspring of British and U.S. irnperialism?
Of course. thls cannot have been the will of the great
Soviet people; it is. in fact, an insult to them. But it
graphically illustrates what the Soviet leading group
is after in striving to force its way into the AfricanAsian confer"ence. Like "Malaysia," south Viet Nam
and south Korea which also tried hard to gain admission into the conference, what the Soviet leading group

wants is to change the anti-imperialist nature of the
conference. Not every Asian and African country sees
clearly the true charaeter of the Soviet leading group;
but the majority of them know what "Maiaysia," south
Viet Nam and south Korea really are. It is, therefore,
by no means fortuitous that, at the meeting, the overwhelming majority of the Asian and African countries
refused to discuss the admission of the Soviet lJnion,
'Ma1aysia," south Viet Nam and south Korea to the
AfricAn-Asian conference.
Peking Retsieto, No.
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It .is nothing strange that imperialisrn, esp.eciallv
US. imperialism, is disappointed and dismayed over
.

the deeision to postpone the Second African-Asian Conference. U.S. imperialism and its followers have always
been hostile to Afro-Asian solidarity and have done
everything they can to engineer splits among these
countries. A few months ago, they did their utmost to
obstruct the convening of the Second African-Asian
Conference because they mortally f.eared that it would
rnake pov/erful anti-imperialist calls. Recently, when
they saw that the present conditions were unfavourable
for the successful holding of the conference, they did
tlreir best to agitate for its convoeatron as scheduled,
in the hope that the Afro-Asi.an countries would be
embroiled in bitter quarrels thus leading to a split.
Here Soviet modern revisionists struck up exactly the
same tune as the U.S. imperialists. Several days ago,
Moscciw papers made loud calls foi holding the AfricanAsian conference as schedul.ed. They were overjoyed,
thinking that a golden opportunity for sabotaging AfroAsian solidarity had come. However, this has proved
to be merely wishful thinking on the part of the U.S.
imperialists and modern rbvisionists. Their despicable
plot to undermine Afro-Asian solidarity has been
smashed by the Afro-Asian countrids' decision to postpone the Second African-Asian Conference.

Now that the Afro-Asian countries have not fallen
into the imperialist trap and deeided instead to postpone the Seeond African-Asian Conference, the European and American imperialists are once again bellowing

in

one voice that the Bandung spirit is dead and that
the African-Asian conference is finished. But the imperialist bigwigs will do well not to rejoice too soon.
As long as you exploit others, you are bound to meet
with resistance; as long as imperialist aggression and
plunder exist, the anti-imperialist struggle will not cease,
not even for a single day.
the Afro-Asian soliaarity built on the basis of anti-imperialist struggte.
In this the Chinese Governrnent and people have trashakable faith. We are. steadfastly loyal to the Bandung
spirit and regard the promotion of the cause of AfroAsian solidarity against imperialism as our sacred dutyThis has been, and will for ever.be, our stand. China,
together with the other Afro-Asian countries and peoples, will raise still higher the banner of the Bandung
Conference of solidarity against imperialism and fight
shoulder-to-shoulder and march valiantly forward in
building up independent. free, prosperous and strong
new Asia and Africa without imperialism, colonialism
and nco-colonialism.
("Renmin Ribao" editorial, Nottember 4, 1965.)

l\TO force on earth ean destroy

I\

Znd Africon-Asion Conference Postponed
The Bondung Spirit of Afro-Asion Solidority Agoinst lmperiolism
Following is a Hsinhua Netns Agencg report dated
Notsember 2 on th,e African-Asian foreign ministers'
Ed.
meeting arbitrari.ly conoened in Algiers.

-

,TIHE arbitrarily convened AJro-Asian foreign minisI ters' meeting ended in AJ.giers in the early hours of
November

2. It adopted a resolution to postpone indef-

initely the Second African-Asien Conference and entrust the standing committee with the task of continuing
to make preparations for the conference.
This result of the meeting shows that the Bandung
spirit which gives expression to the Afro-Asian peoples'
desire for unity against imperialism prevails once again
af,ter overcouring all obstacles.
Meeting Opens
The arbltrarily convened meeting, originally
scheduled for October 28, was not opened until 13:00
hours, Ocl,ober 30.
According to an Algerian announcement, the meeting was attended by delegations of 45 countries, with
20 or more delegations led by foreign ministers or officials of ministerial rank. Absent were the Afro-Asian
countries which stood against holding the meeting under
the present conditions unfavourable to Afro-Asian
solidari8, including China, Kotea, Viet Nam, Cambodia,
November 5,
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Prevoils

Pakistan, Afghanistan, Tanzania, Guinea, and the
Congo @razzaville). India and some other countries
s'hich previously shorved little interest in the AfricanAsian conferenoe, now suddenly displayed speciel enthusiasm. Ttre Indian delegation was among the first
to arrive and-was impressively large.
The delegates attended the meeting with different
aims and in different moods: some countries sent their
delegations to propose a postponement of the AfrieanAsian conference, some others, doubting whether it is
suitable to hold the African-Asian conference under
the curent circumstances. sent their delegations to take
stock of the situation so as to determine their stand, and
a handful of other countries, for purposes which are
opposed to the cause of Afro-Asian solidarity against
imperialism, insisted on convening a divisive AfricanAsian conference to sabotage Afro-Asian solidarity.
At the opening ceremony, Algerian Justice Minister
Bedjaoui made a speech of welcome and declared open
the "preparatory meeting of foreign ministers" of thi:
Second Afriean-Asian Conference. Algerian Foreign
Minister Bouteflika delivered the inaugural speech. ''the meeting adjourned after the election of a presidium. Boutefiika was elected chairman of the meeting and the heads of the delegations of the Cameroons
and Ceylon were elected viee-chairmen- Salvador
:

F. Lopez, the Philippine delegate to the United Nations
who came to Algiers for the meeting at U.S. bidding, was
nominated as rapporteur. He told a UPI correspondent
that he preferred the latter post because it was "of
greater consequence" to the work of the meeting.

First Closed Session
The first closed plenary session was held from 18:00
to 21:30 hours, October 30. It was learnt that, at the
beginning of the session, the Indian delegate Iost no
time in putting forward a motion for inviting to the
conference the Soviet Union, which is neither an African
nor an Asian country, and "Malaysia," which is a product of British and U.S. neo-colonialism,.thus touching
off a series of heated arguments.
'The proposal to invite the Soviet Union to the conference had already been turned down because of the
absence of unanimous agreement at the preparatory
meeting of foreign ministers held in Djakarta last year
and the question no longer existed. Nevertheless, India
raised the issue again for the obvious purpose of using
it to sow discord among the Afro-Asian countries,
change the nature of the African-Asian conference and

completely destroy the Bandung spirit.
.. Following this, the Japanese delegate proposed that
the puppet regime fostered by U.S. imperialism in south
Korea be allou'ed to take part in the conference and
the Philippine delegate proposed the representation of
the U.S. puppets in south Viet N:rr, in addition to those
in south Korea. The Tunisian delegate immediately
spoke in favour of the participation of the Soviet Union
as well as "Malaysia" and the puppet regimes in south
Viet Nam and south Korea. From the very beginning
the speeches of these delegates threw the meeting into
confusion.
The Mali delegate emphasized in his speech that the
meeting should, first and foremost, discuss the postponement of the Second African-Asian Conference. IIe
proposed a postponement and distributed to all pther

delegations attending the meeting copies of a draft
resolution for the postponement This draft resolution
attracted widespread attention and won the support of

many delegations.
The Uganda delegate in his speech demanded that
the conference should, first of all, hear a report on the
work of the recent sessions of the standing committee
in preparation for the Second African-Asian Conference, which would deal with the Chinese and Cambodian joint proposal for a postponement of the conference. His proposal was supported by many delegates.

But the Indian delegate who took the floor more
than once insisted that his motion for wider participation in the African-Asian conference should be discussed first. He arrogantly demanded that, come what
may, the African-Asian sunrmit conference be held as
scheduled.

Thus another heated argument raged at the meeting over the question of which should be taken first:
8

to hear a report of the standing committee (which was
in fact to consider the question of a postponement of
the conferenee) or to diseuss the question of wider participation. This appeared to be a procedural issue, but
was in fact a substantive one: whether or not the
divisive African-Asian conference should be arbitrarily
convened.

The outcome of the argument was that India failed

in its attempt. Upon the demand of many

delegates,

the meeting heard a report from the chairman of the
standing committee in preparation for the Second
African-Asian Conference on'the committee's work.
At the same time, the Indian and Philippine delegates engineered another plot outside the meeting hall,
trying to give the meeting of foreign ministers the
name of "Second Bandung Conferenee." Lopez told a
UPI correspondent on October 30 that he planned to ask
the foreign ministers at the session "that they go ahead
and discuss items on the agenda, adopt resolutions and
issue a final communique." He said that he had consulted the Indian and Japanese delegations about this
proposal.

Second Closed Session
The second closed plenary session was held from
11:05 hours to 12:45 hours on October 31. It was reported that the Indian delegate at the session again insisted that the question he had raised about the admission of the Soviet Union and "Malaysia" to the conference be discussed first. He even declared that these
countries "to be invited" were awaiting the meeting's
decision.

Obviously there sas a rvire-puller behind the Indian manoeur,rres at the meeting. An Algiers dispatch
in the October 31 iszue of ttre Times of lndia said that
on the question of whether the summit conference
would take place or not, the Soviet Union "has been
doing some quiet lobbying here. The Soviet Ambassador last night [29th] met Mr. Jha [the head of the
Indian delegation]. . . . A Malaysian (observers) delegation also arrived here to keep in touch with developments." At the same time, the Soviet Ambassador in
Algiers was busily engaged in other activities outside
the meeting.
The progress of the meeting apparently did not suit
the desire of the Soviet Union and India. At the second
closed plenary session on October 31 India failed
again in its move to get the Soviet Union into the African-Asian conference. At this meeting only the Tunisian
and a few other delegations supported India while those
in favour of postponing the summit conference increased
in number and finally formed the overwhelming majority. The Indonesian delegate explicitly raised the
question of postponing the African-Asian summit conference. After heated argument, the meeting decided to
discuss this question first.

Meeting of Heqds of Delegotions
: The two .plenary sessions produced no result after
much dispute. On the evening of October 31 a closed
Peki,ng Reuiew, No.
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Resolution Adopted by Arbitrarily Convened Afro-Asian
Foreign Ministers' Meeting
November
HE foreign ministers of the Afro-Asian conference
meeting at Algiers between October 28 and November 2, 1965,
Having considered the report of the standing committee,

I

I

*

Endorsing the view expressed by the committee
that it is beyond their terms of reference to make a
decision on certain matters which cropped up during
their deliberations, notably the motion for adjournment
of the Second Afro-Asian Conference,
Regretting the absence of many invited countries
and appreciating the advisability of further examining
the question of participation on as rride and adequate
a basis as possible,
Noting with satisfaction the praiseworthy efforts
made by the Government and people of the Democratic
and Popular Republic of Algeria to bring the Second
Afro-Asian Conference to a successful end,
Appreciating the satisfactory and faultless manner
shown by the Government of the Democratic and
Popular Republic of Algeria in making the necessary
physical and technical arrangements for holding the
Second Afro-Asian Conference,

Satisfied that the Government and people

of the

Democratic and Popular Republic of Algeria have done

all that they were required to do in the rvay of preparation and have consequently succeeded in providing
the necessary material conditions for the holding of the
conference,

of the heads of delegations q'as held instead.
Described as a marathon meeting, it began at 18:30
hours and the dispute continued for more than eight
session

hours until 2:45 the next

da;,-.

It was reported that 17 courrtries put forward a proposal at the meeting for the postponement of the sum-

mit

conference. They

were: Ethiopia,

Mauritania,

Ma1i, the United Arab Republic, Jordan, Kuwait, Ghana,
Somalia, the Sudan, Iraq, Syria, Gabon, Nigeria, Nepal,

Ceylon, the Central African Republic and Libya.
It was reported that because the disputes over the
questions whether or not the conference should be postponed and whether or not the Soviet Union, "Malaysia"
and others should be allowed to participate'in the conference reached a deadlock, a nine-nation sub-committee
was formed to seek a compromise, upon a proposal made
by the Moroccan delegate. The nine nations were
Morocco, trlthiopia, MaIi, the United Arab Republic,
Algeria, Nigeria, India, Ceylon and Indonesia.
At the meeting of the heads of delegations, many
countries cal1ed for a postponement of the African-

2,

1965

Recognizing that in view of the inter-relations
between the members of the Afro-Asian world, the
existence of serious conflicts in some parts thereof is
bound to affect the atmosphere of the Second AfroAsian Conference,
Noting that, under present circumstances, many
heads of state and government are not likely to attend
the conference,
Have therefore come to the conclusion that the
present time is not congenial for the holding of the
Second Afro-Asian Conference,
And have accordingly resolved as follows:
First, that the Second Afro-Asian Summit ConIerence be now postponed to be reconvened in Algiers
at a date to be fixed later,
Secondly, that the standing committee continue to
be charged with the task of making the necessary preparations for '{he iholding.'of the S€cond Afro-Asian
Conferenee in consultation with the host country and
other member states,
Thirdly, to appeal to all Afro-Asian countries to
exert every effort in brder to create the nelcessary conditions for the successful holding of the Second AfroAsian Conference,
Fourthly, to express their gratitude and appreciation for the warm hospitality and the efficient arrangements made by the Govelnment and people of the
Demoeratic and Popular Republic of Algeria for the
holding of this ministerial meeting.

Asian summit conference for an indefinite period until
conditions become more favourable for the holding of
the conference. OnIy a handful of countries obdurately
maintained that lhe conference should be held as scheduled. But, as AP reported on October 31, the number
of such countries was "small and diminishing." Delegates of these countries said themselves that Washington's
backstage directions had put them on the spot. The
same AP report said: "Some delegates in this group said
they were embamassed by an ill-concealed American
diplomatic effort in some capitals to whip up support
for the summit at the last moment."
The question of wider participation in the conference was a key issue which provoked a heated quarrel
at the meeting of the heads of delegations. India insisted on thrusting the Soviet Union and "Malaysia" into
t'the African-Asian conference, while some other eount.i", "orrtittued to piess Ior the admiision of the puppet
regimes in south Korea and south \riet Nam to the conference. Both met w-ith opposition from many countries.
.T'hen there v.zere conflicts among those countries them-
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selves which wanted to get the Soviet Union, "Malaysia"

and the puppet regimes into the eonference.

The

quarrel went on back and forth, and India did not sucmost irritating to the Indian
- a result
member of the Indian delegation
delegation. A leading
who attended the meeting said later that his delegation
was "disappointed and surprised about the whole thing."
Thus the meeting which began at 18:30 on October
31 dragged on till the early morning of November 1. It
had to be adjourned, for those at the meeting had then
to attend the ceremony celebrating the 11th anniversary
of the Algerian revolution at eight on the morning of
November 1.
?he heads of the delegations met again at five that
atternoon and discussed the draft resolution for the
adjournment of the African-Asian summit conference.
By the end of the dispute at the meeting, oniy India, Tunisia and two or three other countries insisted
on writing into the resolution that the Soviet Union
and "Malaysia" should take part in the conference, while
more than 30 other countries opposed it.

ceed in its scheme

The Lost Closed Session
The last and ciosed plenary session took place at
23:00 on November 1. It was learnt that the session

final draft resolution. By that time, the
general opinion of the overwhelming majority was that
the Second Afriean-Asian .summit Conference must.be
postponed. Ifowever, stubbornly resisting this opinion,
the Indian delegate, C.S. Jha, continued his unending
discussed the

haggting to get the Soviet Union into the AfricanAsian conference. He pressed for writing into the resolution of the meeting that the Soviet Union participate in a future African-Asian conference. In addition'
he called for a new standing committee in preparation
for the African-Asian cohference with its members
elected from the delegates who attended the .meeting,
thus barring China from it. His unjustifiable suggestion aimed at undermining Afro-Asian solidarity was
rejected.

At this

session, the Philippine delegate Lopez made

another effort to thrust the Soviet Union, "Malaysia,"
south Korea and south Viet Nam into the conference.
But his attempt fared no better than Jha's.
The closed session then passed the resolution.
This was followed by a short closing ceremony at
which the secrefary-general of the meeting read out
the approved resolution. Chairman Bouteflika delivered a dosing address and the session ended at 01:10
on Novesrber 2.

lndian Schemes to Sobotoge Afro-Asion
Solidority Agoinst lmperialism Foil
At the orbitrorily convened Africon-Asion foreign ministers' meeting in
Algiers, the lndion delegotion tried to seize the leodership ond dictote the
course of the conference. lt demonded Soviet ond "Moloysion" porticipotion in
tlre conference ond the conyocotion of the Africon-fuisn summit conference
os originolly scheduled. All these schemes foiled. New Delhi wos embiHered
by thq conference's postponement ond ocknowledged thot this wqs o diplomotic
set-bock for lndio.
T the Algiers meeting the Indian authorities rvere
/Ar thoroughly exposed as plotters opposed to the cause
of Afro-Asian solidarity against imperialism.
For a long time, the Indian Government had tried
by every conceivable means to obstruct the holding of
the Second African-Asian Conference. The Indian
weekly Mqinstream on May 8 said that Indian foreign
ministry personnel held that India should "stay alay'l
from the Algiers conference. The Calcutta States-mon
has also said outright that Indla never wanted another
African-Asian conference.

.

However, witt-r.the appearance of some complicated

in Africa and Asia unfavourable to the holding
of the African-Asian conference and some divergences
among the African-Asian countries which could not be
settled for the time being, the Indian Government sudfactors

10

denly changed its attitude and pressed for the convening of the conference as scheduled. The Indian authorities became particularly active after some countries,
including China, Korea, Viet Nam, Cambodia, Pakistan,
Tanzania, Guinea and the Congo (B), which resolutely
uphold solidarity against imperialism, had stood for the
postponement of the Second African-Asian Conference.

lndion Attempt to Use the Conference
The Indian press disclosed that the Indian authorities had intended to make use of the conference to
render a big serrrice to U.S. imperialism and modern
revisionism aird conduct anti-China agitations. 'oNow
the chances of converting it [the conference] into
an anti-U.S. rally are dimmer than before," said the
Tirnes of Indi,a in its editorial of October 19 and urged
Peking Reuiew, No.
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that the African-Asian countries should "act in concert" inside the U.S.-controlled United Nations. The

lndian Er'press said on October 22 "In co-operation with
Moscow, New Delhi could play a useful and significant
role at this gathering."

"India now holds a strong hand. The campaign
froth over anti-colonialism and controversy over nuclear weapons will, if they come up,
provide India with trumps to ruff Chinese aces with . ..
India has a splendid opportunity to encrompass Peking's
total rout," said an INFA (Indian News and Feature
Alliance News Agency) October 27 dispatch from
Algiers which was carried by several lndian papers.
The Stalesnr.on disclosed on October 28 that the
Indian authorities would fight for leadership at the
conference, so as to lead astray the cause of AfricanAsian solidarity against imperialism. It announced that
India would play a "Ieading" role at the conference,
that India was prepared not merely "to set an example
but to give a lead" to African-Asian countries.
The Indian delegate hatched a series of inirigues
in the course of the arbitrarily held African-Asian
foreign ministers' meeting. As noted by Indian papers,
India played its "trump cards" one after another in its
attempt to "lead" the conferenee towards the path it
against the U.N.,

desired.

lndio Ploys lts "Trumps" ond Loses
At the very beginning, the Indian delegation Ied
by C.S. Jha, Foreign Secretary of the Exter-nal Affairs
Ministry, played its fAst "trump card" by demanding
that the non-African-Asian country, the Soviet lJnion,
and the neo-colonialist product, "illalaysia," be allowed
to attend the conference. Together with the delegations of a number of other countries, Jha called for the
convening of the African-Asian summit conference on
November 5 as scheduled to enable India to canS out
its manoeuvres. Then, he \rent on to ask the meet:ng
to give priority to the discussion of his motion to

expand the membership. When he found that his
scheme to hold the African-Asian summit conference
on November 5 could not be realized he changed his
tactics and attempted to turn this arbitrarily convened
foreign ministers' meeting into "a Second Bandung
Conference" so as to substitute it for the summit conference. When he realized that the scheme for holding
such a conference too rvould not work, he laid down
his last "two trumps" at the final dosed session
that
- at
a elause for the participation of the Soviet Union
a future African-Asian co{rference be included in the
final resolution and that a new standing committee for
the preparation of the conference be set up.
However, all" these activities of India were frustrated one by one and all its "trump cards" with which it
intended to ruff other:s were trost.
While the Indian delegation was keeping itself
busy both within and without the meeting hall, it had
the fervent support of the United States. A U.S. news
agency reported that the United States made "il1-concealed" efforts in the capitals of sofne African-Asian

countries "to whip up support for the summit at the
last moment."
However, the delegations of most African-Asian
countries rejected this unreasonable demand on which
the Indian delegate insisted till the last minule. The
Iirdian press acknowledged the fact that the Indian delegate was isolated and he)pless at the meeting. The
Statesman carried'on November 1 a dispatch from A1giers saying; "At the end of this morning's session
[October 31], the Algerian chairman once again overrode the Indian objections and decided to give priority
to the new fndonesian proposal that the question
'*,hether or not the Afro-Asian conference should be
held at all should be discussed first.
During the
morning session many more delegations came out in
favour of a postponement. Only Morocco and Nigeria
supported India." The dispatch added that in a strongly
worded intervention, C.S. Jha said that there was no
escape from the question of membership. But his appeal rvas ignored by most delegations.
Rebuffed, New Delhi ls Embittered
In the course of the meeting the Indian delegate
became enragd as his absurd viervs were repeatedly
rejected by meny.p.ountrie-s. He "was obviously roused
by the moves made by a number of countries to have
the conference adjourned before it can decide the question of the Soviet admission," said an Algiers dispatch
carried by the lndian Erpress on November 1. The
dispatch added, "India was bitterly fighting the hostile
and dangerous move to scuttle the question of admission of the Soviet Union to the Afro-Asian conference

by having the conference postponed." India protested
at the October 31 meeting that ''ihe Afro-Asian foreign
ministers' conference in Algiers rvas sliding torvards a
decision to postpone the Afro-Asian 'summit' scheduled
for November 5," said an AFP report from A-lgiers on
October 31- Indian delegate Jha insisted that India's
proposal for admitting the U.S.S.R., "Malaysia" and
Singapore to the conference must not be "shelved."
The delegates of many African-Asian countries
mocked at the position India took. An Algiers dispatch carried by the Indian paper Stofesman on October
31 said that the other delegations drew attention to the
fact that India itself failed to send its foreign minister
to the meeting. With a "sense of humour" they said
that "India has been pressing for a foreign ministers'
meeting when its foreign minister isn't attending."
India r,r'as upset by its failure. AFP reported from
Algiers yesterday that a member of the Indian delegation said that his delegation rvas "disappointed and
surprised about the whole thing."
The Indian delegate Jha described the decision to
postpone the summit meeting as "a bit of a blow," UPI
reported on November 2. He said that India had to
agree "with a certain degree of disappointment anC
regret."
"In New Delhi, the postponement was greeted with
bitterness and seen as a diplomatic set-back for India,"
said AFP in another dispatch.
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Resolutely Uphold Afro-Asion Solidority,
Oppose Creoting on Afro-Asion Split
\/iOLATING the principle of reaching a consensus
Y through consultation, the Algerian representative,
chairman of the standing committee in preparation for
the Second African-Asian Conference, illegally announced that the conference would be held as scheduled,
thereby creating a serious division among the AfroAsian countries. To resolutely uphold Afro-Asian unity
and oppose creating a split among the Afro-Asian
countries, the Chinese Government had to make the
soiemn declaration that it would not attend lhe conference starting on October 28.

The forcibly convened foreign ministers' meeting
in preparation for the Afro-Asian conference of heads
of state or government is norv going to open in Algiers.
At this crucial moment rvhen the cause of Afro-Asian
solidarity against imperialism is seriously threatened,
q,e wish once again to appeal to all countries treasuring
Afro-Asian unity to make a joint effort to safeguard the

Bandung spirit, immediately end this divisive activity
undermining Afro-Asian unity and postpone the Second

African-Asian Conference.
In advocating the postponement of the AfricanAsian conference, China was motivated by the vital
interests of the cause of Afro-Asian solidarity against
imperialism. At the standing committee sessions, the
Chinese representative cogently explained the reasons
why the conference should be postponed. We repeatedly
explained that complicated factors existed which would
make it disadvantageous to convene the conference at
the present time. For example, the conferenee, above
all, must conde,mn imperialism, colonialism and neocolonialism led by the United States, and in particular
U.S. imperialist aggression against Viet Nam; it should
cancel the illegal invitation to United Nations SecretaryGeneral U Thant; it must not allow the Soviet Union,
u,hich is neither an African nor an Asian country, to
thrust itself into the conference; it must not invite nonAfrican-Asian countries to the conference as observers,
and it must reject the participation of any of the imperialist-dominated puppet countries. On this serieb
of important questions there are differences among the
Asian and African countries which cannot be settled
for the time being. Furthermore, new tensions and
conflicts have occured between certain Afro-Asian
countries. In these circumstances, the conference will
definitely not be a success. A forcibly convened conference will only give rise to disputes right from the
beginning of the foreign ministers' preparatory meeting
and lead to a split detrimental to the cause of AfroAsian solidarity against imperialism.
12

The Chinese Government's views in favour of
postponing the conference have won the support and
sympathy of Cambodia, the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea,
Pakistan, Tanzania, Guinea and other countries. Of
the 15 countries on the standing committee, five clearly
stated their position at committee sessions in favour
of postponement of the conference. This is by no means
a small matter, still less is it a position maintained by
China alone. However, knowing well that serious differences existed among the Afro-Asian countries, that
a number of representative Afro-Asian countries called
for postponement and sti-ll more others sympathized
rvith this vierv, the representatit e of the host country
unjustifiably rejected the postponement proposal put
forward by China and Cambodia and supported by
other Afro-ASidn countries, and peremptorily insisted
on convening the conference as scheduled. The Chinese
representative had made every possible effort to save
Afro-Asian solidarity. At the last session of the standing committee, he proposed that a special foreign
ministers' meeting be called to discuss exclusively the
question of postponement. But even this proposal was
rejected. According to them, it seems that the question of postponement cannot be discussed at the
standing committee session, nor can i.t be discussed

at a special foreign ministers' meeting. The Second African-Asian Conference must be convened!
This attitude of the host country is shocking. It
is r,l,ell known that it was precisely because of Algeria
that the standing committee had twice reached unanimous agreement on the postponement of the Second
African-Asian Conference. But no'rv rvhen some other
countries propose a postponement at the standing committee. they become unpardonable. In June this year,
although the foreign ministers and representatives of
more than 30 countries had arrived in Algeria and even
at the meeting hali of the Club des Pins on time, the
standing committee, with a view to rnaking a decision
to postpone the conference, met and reached unanimous
agreement without holding any foreign ministers' meeting. But on this occasion, before the date set for the
foreign ministers' meeting was due and even before
the arrival of the foreign ministers, the chairman of
the standing committee peremptorily ruled that the
conference muSt be held as scheduled without so much
as letting the standing committee continue consirltations oh the question of postponement and without
permitting the eonveriing of a special meeting of foreign
Peking Reuier.o, Na.
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ministers to discuss exclusively the question of postponement. How can people accept this?
It must be pointed out that such a crude violation
by the host country for the Second African-Asian Conference of the principle of reaching unanimity through
consultation cannot but bring very serious consequences- To. reach a consensus through consultation
on the basis of solidarity against imperialism is a glorious tradition of the African-Asian conference and a
c'omponent part of the Bandung spirit. Frankly, if this
prineiple had not been followed, the First Asian-African
Conference could not possibly have made such great
achievements as it did, nor could the Djakarta meeting
of foreign ministers preparing for the Second AfricanAsian Conference have yielded such positive results
as it did. As a matter of fact. it was in line u'ith this
principle that the standing committee in Algiers trvice
decided to postpone the Second AJrican-Asian Conference. It can be said that withoul rhis principle there
would not have been any African-Asian conferencc, and
that violation of this principle rn€ans sabotaging the
African-Asian conference.
Why is it that the principle of achieving a consensus
through eonsultation can and should be followed among
the Asian and African countries? This prineiple should
be followed because we Asian and African countries are
all equal and sovereign states and no country should
consider itself superior to others and impose its own
will on them. No matter whether it is the majority
that imposes its will on the minority or vice t ersa
and no matter whether it is the big nations that impose
their wili on the small ones or vice versa, this should
not be allowed to happen. This principle can be
followed because rve Asian and African countries have
all been subjeeted to imperialist and colonialist aggression and oppression and because opposition to imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism is the common desire of the hundreds of millions of people of
Asia and Africa. Regardless of rvhat serious differences
may arise between us for a time, provided we treasure
our solidarity against imperialism, we shall eventually
be able to reach unanimity after patient consultation
and with the lapse of time.
By forcibly deciding to convene the African-Asian
conference as scheduled, Algeria has set a bad precedent for violating the principle of reaching a consensus
through consultation and imposing its will on others. In
fact, this is the application of the voting machine
method used in the United Nations to the handling of
relations among the Asian and African countries. If
this prec.edent stands, endless trouble will follow.
Thus, if certain countries manage to pull together
enough votes at the African-Asian conference, will
they not be able to make any decisions they wish, detrimental to. the principled stand which other countries
can never give up? Will they not be able to subqtitutg
realization of the so-caIled "unconditional discussions"
in Viet Nam for a condemnation of U.S. imperialist
aggression against Viet Nam and a demand for the
*iind.r*ui of all U.S. armed forces from Viet Nam, to
hook up the African-Asian conference to the United
Nouember 5,
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China

Will Not Trode in Principles

Dispatches of Western news agencies from
Algiers on October 30 said that China would agree

to participate in the African-Asian summit

con-

ference provided that it was postponed for three
months and that the Soviet Union was not inviied.

The Hsinhua News Ageney is authorized to
state that the above story is an out-and-out fabrication. At no time will the Chinese Government
trade in prineiples.
(Hsinhua, October 31, 1965.)

Nations through the invitation to Secretary-General U
Thant, to let the Soviet linion, a non-African-Asian

countr5r, take part in the conference, to invite nonAfrican-Asian countries as observers, etc? Thus, if certain eountries manage to pull together a majority
through their reiations with other countries, will they
not be able to make any decisions they wish, detrimental to the interests of some other countries? Will they
not be able to impose on Indonesia a decision to admit
"Malaysia," a produet of neo-coloniaIism, to the conference, to impose on many African countries a decision to admit the puppet regime of the Congo (L), and
even impose on the Arab nations a decision demanding
the recognition of Israel? If this method o[ turning on
the r-otirrg machine is allowed to replace the principle
of reaching a consensus through consultation, then what
guarantee lr-ill there be for iJre sovereigntl' and interests of the Asian and AJrican countries? In such
circumstances- each sovereign country participatiirg in
the African--{sian conference n-ould feel itself imperiiled. aad s'hat Afro-Asian solidaritv and the Bandung
spirit can there be to speak of?
Clearly, it is Algeria, the host country for the
Second African-Asian Conference and chairman of the
standing committee, that has erudely violated the
principle of achieving a consensus through consultation and forcibly convened the conference, thrrs

splitting Afro-Asian solidarity. Yet, Algeria

has

tried to shift the blame on to China, making out as if
China, a big nation, were trying to impose its t'ill on
a small country like Algeria. The Algeria Press Service
u,rote: "Can one say that in the great Afro-Asian family, the point of view of one country should prevail or

it is more powerful?" Algerian friends, such a statement is untrue.

be forced on the others simply because

You know quite rvell that many other Asian and African countries besides China advocate putting off the
conference, and some of them advocated the postponement long ago; and you simply do not take them into
account. In our view, this is where ihe problem hed
on-itie'6friei'hand,''bhin-a dliiis not want to impose its
viervs on others. All we said was: in consulting with all
the others, we held the view that the present moment is
unfavourable to the holding of the conference, and it
IJ

,,1
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should be postponed. Those who agree can say yes; those
who don't can say no. There is no question at all of imposing one's will on others. In consulting with our
Algerian friends; we expressd the vier.v that a consensus should be achieved through consuliation, and

no ruli-tlg should be made. That is also not ineposing
one's will on others. You insisted on forcibly convening the Second African-Asian Conference accord.ing to
your own ruling. We toid you that this was not good,
the conference rvould get into endless disputes at the
very beginning and faced the danger of leading to a
split. But you would not listen. A11 right, you may
convene the conference, but lve won't attend a conference which is bound to lead to a split. This is not
imposing one's wi]l on others either. If the present
issue were one that concerned China alone, w-e need
not have spent so much time in appeaiing for a postponement. Has not the United Nations ,excluded China
for rnore than ten years? But we carry on as usual
and live much better day after day. The present question is an irnportant one affecting r4,fro-Asian solidarity
and the comrnon cause of the more than 2,O00 railHon
Afro-Asian people against imperialism. We should respeet one another, consult each other fully, endeavour to
reach a eonsensus through consultation, and sometinm
we have to wait tilt the time is ripe. An indefrnite
postponement of the conferenee has therefore becore
a question that calls for a most urgent solution by us
Afro-Asian countries at present
Now, Afro-Asian solidarity is at the critical juneture of facing a split. The-question of whether AfroAsian solidarity is to be rnaintained and the Bandung
spirit upheld is one that seriously confronts every country in Asia and Africa. We know that many countries
have to weigh a lot of considerations on the question of whether the African-Asian conference should be
postponed. Many countries realize that this is a complicated question and that the time now is unfavourable
for the holding of the conference; the5r are also aware
that the Asian-African couDtris.cannot reaeh agree'
ment at present on tlre various kinds of differences and

imperialisrn and for the further
growth and consolidation of friendly
rel.ations between our trvo countries-"
(Continued from p. 3.)
The Vice-Premier denounced U.S.
nien and other Chinese leaders imperialism for carrying out aggresattended.
sion, interference, subversion and
sabotage
wherever possible. He said:
Extending his congratulations to
anti-imperialist
struggles of the
the Algerian Government and peo- "The
ple, Vice-Premier Chen Yi said: people of the world form an integral
"'There is a deep militant friend- whole. The fight against the U.S.
ship between the Chinese and imperialist policies of aggression and
Algerian peoples. The Chinese.Gov. war is a fundamental question affecternment and people are prepared to ing the destiny of mankind. We must
work together with the Algerian never make concessions or retreat;
Government and people for the great we must carry on'the fight rEscause of Afro-Asian unity against o1utely."
THE WEEK
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that it is better Dot to @nvene the conference than to
convene it only to embroil the participants in quarrels
and lead to a split. In particular, serious consideration
should be given to the fact that U.S. imperialism dnd
i*s agents, who have dways obstructed the holding of
the African-Asian eonle.rence ia the past, are now
showing a keen interest in its being held as scheduled,
and have "quietly advised" oertain countries in Asia
and Africa to insist on holding the eonference on th€
date set. Obviously, US. imperialism and its agents aim
at stirring up dissension within tle great A{ro-Asian
family and pushiag the Afrc-Asian countries into fierce
quarretrs and deep splits. We sincerely hop€ that none
of the Afro-,A.sian countries wiltr fall into this trap of
U.S. imperialism" We sincerely hope that all the countries in Asia and Africa will resolutely postpone the
Seeond African-Asian Conferenee so as to defend AfroAsian solidarity and oppos€ an Afro-Asian split. It is
not too late to do so even now.
It is the sacred duty of all Afro-Asian countries to
safeguard Afro-Asian soiidarity and develop the Bandung spirtt. As a member of this big Afro-Asian famiIy, China has always regarded the common interest of
Afro-Asian 'nity against imperialism as an unalterable
principle- We will persist in doing anything that benefits Afro-Asian unity against imperialism and will
never do an5rthing which wiII harm it. On. this question
of principle, we are firm and unshakatrle. No ma,tter
what happens, China will never attend a conferencle
which will lead to a split among the Afro-Asian countries and will never follow U.S. imperialism in splitting
Afro-Asian solidarity. It is the common wish of the
millions upon millions of people of Africa and Asia to
prevent a split among the Afro-Asian countries and
safeguard Afro-Asian solidarit-v. Together rvith friendi1- -\fro-.tsian countries and the mares of the people
of -lsia and Africa, the Chinese Government and people will cpntinue to trold high the banner of Bandung
and strive jointly for the great cause of unity of the
A{ro-Asian people against imperialism.
("Renmin Ribao"' editorial, October 29.)

.-,

Soviet Army Easemble Performs
In Peking
The Soviet Army Red Flag Song
and Dance Ensernble arrived in Peking from Tientsin and gave its first
prformance in the capital at the
Tienchiao Theatre on November l.
Pr:emier Chou En-lai and Vice-Premier Chen Yi were among those who
attended.

The Soviet artists' premiere in Peking delighted the audience. When
they performed songs and dances
{Conti.nued on

p.

31.)
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News Roundup

Csll for

Postponement of Africon-Asisn
Conference

FFICIAL and press opinion in many Asian and
African countries has called for the postponement of the African-Asian conferencg pointing out
that its convocation at the present juncture could only
damage Asian-African solidarity and the anti-

imperialist cause.
On October 27, Premier Kim tr Sung of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, in a 1etter of
reply to Premier Chou En-lai supporting China,s proposal that the conference be p,ctponed, staied: ,,We
consider that a conference convened under the prevailing complex situation will find it difficutt to fulfil its
historical mission of strengthening the anti-imperialist,
anti-colonialist struggle and Asian-African solidarity.
Therefore, we deem it preferable to hold the Second
African-Asian Conference at such a time as will yietd
the most fruitful results."
A Korean Democratic People's Republic government siatement on the same day declared: o'The Second
African-Asian Conference must necessarily be a conference of strengthening soiidarilv and co-operation.
Or else. the Goverasre::t of the Korean Den:.oc-ratic
People's Republic x-ill not send its deJegate to the
foreign mini.sters!
of the Second African-Asian
Conference-"

Preinier Pham Van Dong of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam, in his October 29 letter of reply
to Premier Chou En-lai, reiterated his country's stand
that the African-Asian conference should be postponed.
He declared: "Our Government, like the Government
of the People's Republic of China, sees that the current
situation is not favourable to the holding of the conference and the achievement of the lofty aims proposed
for it. On October 22, 1965. the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nasr inforrned the Government of the Algerian Democratic People's Repubtric of
the stand of our Government that the Second AfricanAsian Conference be postponed. . .
If the Second
African-Asian Conference is cronvened in viol.ation of
the Bandung principle of achieving a consensus of
opinion through eonsultation and to the detrirrrent of
the unity and co-operation of the Afro-Asian countries
against imperialisrn, our Ggvernment will not take part.,,
In Africa, President Nyerere of Tanzania told the
press in Dar-es-Salaam on October 29 that the African,{sian conference "should be postportd until conditicns
are better." "If you think of the Bandung Conference
and its i.mpact ten years ago, and if you rea1ly wait
another Bandung Conferenee and the same kind of

impact the Bandung Conference had, then the
If the Second
Afro-Asian Coirfeience rvas held under the present
circumstances are unfavor;rab1e," he said.
Nouetnber 5, 1965

circumstances, he went on, it would not be a solidarity
conference at all, but a quarrelling conference which
was exactly the opposite of Bandung. He pointed out
that those countries which formerly had thought the

conference was no good now thought the opposite.
These countries would attend the conference, not for
the sake of the conference. but as a move against China.
If this was done, it would not be good.

In Conakry, President Sekou Toure of Guinea
reiterated that his government would not send representatives to the conference scheduled in Aigiers. He
noted that many other African countries were not willing to attend the foreign nrinisters' and summit conferences as originally scheduled
In Bamakq Mali. the National Political Buleau of
the rirling Sudanese Ifnion Party called for postponement of the conference. In a communioue released on
October 28 after a special session, ii ieclared: "T'he
present situation makes it nbcessary 1o put off this
conference till a more favourabie time." Noting that
to hold the conference on November 5, 1965, as
scheCuled t-ould result in the weakening of the solidanl- oi the Afro-Asian people, it said the Maii
Bepublic q-ould abstain from the conference if conditions w-ere not favourable.
In Erazzavilte, Congolese @) President h{assambaDebat declared that under the present cir:cumstances
the Second African-Asian Conference should not be
held. As the situation stood, he said, *the Congo deems
it absolutely inappropriate to foster a split of the AfroAsian group, or if one wishes to say so, failure, for the
conference will not achieve the expected success."
In Phnom Penh, the official Agence Khmere de
Presse reported that Cambodia would not attend.
Under the present circumstances, the conference wo'uld
only cause tension and dissension and benefit the imperialists. A commentary published on October 30 said:
"The absence of China and a number of other countries
with an unequivocal anti-imperialist stand has taken
awey from the conference its real significance in
advance." T'l:,e Phnarra Penh Presse, expressing support for China's call for postponement, said: "The
Chinese deeision, being just, has produced great influence and many eountries have followed the Chinese
examp}.e."

Elsewhere in Asia and Africa, newspaper3 and
radio stations whieh reflect the great hopes of the
people of the two continenis that the tonference be
a.suciess and'tr"uly-serve'as a rallying point against
imperialism, particularly U.S. imperiai.ist aggression,
have come out in support of the demand to put the
conference off until a more cpportune tinre.
IJ

1
$

Chou En-loi Sends Letter
DREMIER Chou En-Iai sent a letter on October 22
r to noted British philosopher Bertrand Russell,
praising his valiant spirit of opposing U.S. aggression
and supporting his noble efforts for the cause of inter-

wars of aggression and in defence of world peace. The
Chinese peoplo highly appraise, deeply sympathize

national peace and justice.

The letter reads:
"I was very glad to read in the papers the speech
;rou made in London on October 14 exposing and condemning U.S. imperialism for its criminal aggression
in Viet Nam and other parts of the world. Prior to
this, I had received your letters to me on the Viet
Nam situation. At a time when U.S. imperialism is
frenziedly expanding its war of aggression against Viet
Nam and trying further to spread the flames of its
aggressive war to the whole of Southeast Asia, the
Chinese people are deeply moved by your action in
stepping forth and speaking out for justice at the
advanced age of over 90, demonstrating your valiant
spirit of opposing U.S. aggression and fearing no brute
force.

"Just as you.have pointed out, any honest observer
scene, conversant with the facts, must
come to the conclusion that the chief threat to world
peace is U.S. imperialism. In your recent speeches and
articles, you raised your voice against U.S. imperialism,
denounced its criminal aggression agFinst Viet Nam as
equalling that of Hitler in cruelt5r, and correctly pointed
out that the Americans had no vestige or shred of right
to take any part in the affairs of Viet Nam; you also
strongly censured U.S. imperialist aggression in the
Congo (L), the Dominiean Repubiic and other places,
and called upon the American people to rise and oppose
the policies of the Johnson Administration. Your just
and powerful voiee reflects the firm will of the British
people and the peoplq throughout the world against

of the world

I

to Bertrond Russell
witl

and support your noble efforts for the cause of international peace and justice.
"In your speech, you sternly criticized the British
Labour government's subservience to the United States
in its aggression. Indeed, the British Labour government is playing the most unseemly role of a subservient follower and supporter of the U.S. poticies of
aggression and war on all questions concerning Viet
Nam or other parts of Asia. Lately the British Government has gone further and offered Hongkong as a
base for U.S. war operations in its aggression against
Viet Nam and its future aggression against China, thus
still more deeqly involving Britain in the whirlpool of
U.S. adventures of aggression and war. This policy of
the Labour government runs directly counter to the
wishes of the broad masses of the British people.
"Respected Lord Russell, the struggie against U.S.
imperialism is at present the key to the cause of the
people of the world defending peace. Norv, a mass
movement of the people of the *-orld, including the
Americen peoplg agaiDst the U.S. imperialist rvar of
aggression iD Viet Nam is surging forward on a scale
never known before, the ranks of the people against
U.S. imperialism are becoming increasingly wide, and
the U.S. aggressors are becoming more and more
isolated. In the end, just punishment is bound to be
meted out to U.S. imperidlism, and victory is bound to
come to the people of Viet Nam and the whole world.
I wish you success in making new contributions to the
struggle against U.S. imperialist aggression and for
world peace.
"I avail myself of this opportunity to wish you
good health and long life."

nternationol Conlerence

For Liquidqtion of Foreign Militory Boses
o

of more thon 50 countries
imperiolism's policy of oggression.
Deleg-otes

to the Djokorto

conference condemn U.S.

o The Chinese delegote points out thot the speorheod of struggle must be
directed first of oll ogoinst U.S. imperiolism.
o The lndonesion Right-wing forces' ottempts to obstruct ond sqbotqge the conference were frustroted.

I r N international conference for the 1iquidation

of
foreign military bases was held in Djakarta, capital
of Indonesia, from October L7 to 20.
The conference was jsintb"sponsored by ,mass or-a

ganizations of Indonesia.

Sudden and drastic political changes had taken
place in Indonesia on the eve of the conference. In16

donesian Right-wing forces had tried in every way to
obstruct and sabotage it. Nevertheless, the conference
still materialized and achieved success, thanks to the
unremittirig struggle of the progressive forces of Indo-

joint efforts of the foreign delegates.
More than 200 delegates from 55 countries and
regions of the five continents and delegates of four
nesia and the
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international organizations attended. The Chinese delegation was led by Tang Ming-chao, Vice-Chairman of
the China Peace Committee.
The conference unanimously adopted a declaration
strongly condemning U.S. imperialism, and resolutions
supporting the anti-imperialist, anti-colonialist struggle
of various peoples, condemning India's aggression and
supporting the Kashmir people's right to self-determination.
N atmosphere of terror prevailed both inside and outside the conference when it was in session. Fully
armed soldiers constantly patrolled around the meeting

II I

hall. On its opening day, tanks and armoured

cars

were seen there with guns trained on the meeting hall
and armed troops were posted on each floor of the

hotels where the delegates were lodged. Police vans
whined past the meeting haII time and again in search
for progressives. Plain-clothes metr r*,ere active inside
the conference hall keeping a wary eye on the delegates
as well as the working personnel A number of Indonesian working personnel suddenly disappeared one
after another when the conference was in session. It
vvas later confirmed that they had been arrested. The
foreign delegates could neither make telephone calls nor
send out telegraph messages and had to stay in the hotels at night because of the curfew. Al1 this aroused
strong discontent and indignation from the delegates.
To bring the conference under their control and
sabotage it, the Indonesian Right-wing forces raised the
outrageous demand that the conference be indefinitely
postponed and that the Indonesian orgarrizing committee
"purge" itsell of progressive forces. On the last day
of the conference, the Right-wing forces organized an
anti-communist, anti-China "demonstration" by hooligans ',vho, in the name of demonstrating in support of
the conference, shouted such reactionary slogans as
"Dissolve the Indonesian Communist Party!" and "Sever
diplomatic relations with Chirra!" They even ordered
a group of hooligans to try to get into the conference'
hall to make trouble.
The progressive forces of Indonesia, however, were
not intimidated by the forces of reaction. They persisted in their correct stand for unity against imperialism and. categorically rejected the unjustifiable demand
of the Right-wing forces to reorganize the organizing
committee. They stood against the attempt to divert
the conference from its common objective of opposing
imperialism by bringing into it questions which were
Indonesia's internaL affairs. They held that the conference should discuss solely the liquidation of foreign
military bases and opposition 1p irnperialism headed by
the United States. Defying brute force and braving
all risks, they persistently canied on their work to
ensure the progress of the conference and make it a
success.

To ensure the success of the conference, the delegates of various countries, together with the Indonesian
progressive forces, waged a struggle against the Indonesian Right-wing forces. As a first step, the delegates
of China and many other countries raised a just demand
Nouember 5, 1965

to the Indonesian side that it must guarantee that no
Indonesian domestic issues should be involved in the
proceedings of the conference and that no silent tribute

should be paid to any Indonesian. The 58-member
in a written statement also declared
in solemn terms that such things should never be
allowed to happen.
The day before the opening oI the conference a
serious incident occuryed in which a unit of the Indonesian armed forces attacked and searched the Commercial Counsellor's Office of the Embassy of the People's Repubiic of China in Indonesia and threatened
and insulted Chinese diplomatic personnel. The Chinese delegation lodged strong protests with the conference chairman and the Indonesian authorities and
demanded that effective measures be taken by the Indonesian authorities to ensure the safety of the delegates of China and other countries. As a demonstration of his protest, the head of the Chinese delegation
refused to attend the opening ceremony of the conJapanese delegation

ference.

Thanks to a series of actions of struggie as described above. the plot of the Right-wing forces was
frustrated and the conference u'as able to open formalLy
and proceed normally.
Madame Utami Suryadarma, Chairman of the Indonesian Organizing Committee for the International
Conference for the Liquidation of Foreign Military
Bases, made an opening speech on October 17. She

said, "Foreign military bases, or imperialist military
bases to be exact, are bases of imperialist aggression
Ied b1- the American imperialists. They are a threat
to freedom. national sovereignty and world peace."
Ttre conference chairman, Arudji Kartawinata,
denounced Lr.S. imperialism for its threats and aggression against the peolrle of all countries'rn the world.
Indonesian President Sukarno delivered an address
at the opening ceremony. He said that the purpose of
setting up foreign military bases was "first, to maintain
the domination of imperialism. Secondly, to contain
us, and if necessary, to crush us. That is why our duty
is to try to liquidate the foreign military bases."
The President denounced subversion and intervention by forces like the U.S. Central Intelligence Agcncy
against various countries. He exposed the mental
foreign bases established by imperialism everyrvhere
which had brought catastrophe to the people of Indonesia and other countries,

T)
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ELEGATES of more than 50 countries spoke at the
plenar;r sessions. They denounced and exposed U.S.

imperialism by name. They pointed out that U.S. imperialism was the biggest possessor of foreign military
bases. The United States had set up more than 3,000
militarv bases in more than 90 countries and regions
throughout the world. One million and several hundred
thousand American troops were stationed in.these bases

which formed a global networh U.S. military bases
were an important componeirt part of the . counterrevolutionary American global strategy. The spearhead
of the struggle for the liquidation of foreign military

77
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bases must

first of all

be directed against U.S. imperial-

ism.

Many delegates cited facts to shou, that U.S. imperialisrn vras making use of its military bases to infliet calamities upon their countries. They expressed
their determination to adopt all forms of slruggle including armed struggle to liquidate the military bases
of imperialism headed by the United States and to oppose the U.S. imperialist polieies of lvar and aggression.
Delegates of many countries pointed out in their
speeches that revisionism advocated peaceful coexistence with U.S. imperialism, betrayed the revolutionary
struggles of the peoples and became a new accornplice

of U.S. imperialism in promoting the latter's policies
of war and aggression. Therefore, while struggling

against U.S. imperialism, it was also necessary for the
people of all countries to wage an uneompromising

struggle against the revisionists' capitulationist and
divisive line.

q PEAKING at the October 18 session, lang Ming-chao,
u leader of the Chinese delegation. emphasized that
in the fight for the complete liquidation of foreign
military bases, the spearhead of the struggle must first
and foremost be directed against U.S. imperialism.
"Wherever there are U.S. militarl- bases." he said.
"you rvill find the national independence and sor.-ereignty oi thai country being trampied uoon. dernocraqand freeCcm being brutaLil'represseC, and peace and
securir.;* being serio:.rsly endangered- . .
"The liquidaiion of U.S- military bases and the
withdras-ai of U.S. troops stationed on foreign soil is
the unanimous demand of the people all over the world.
Ihe th.underous roar of 'Yankees, go home!' resounds
throughout the five continents.
"The United States has occupied by force our territory of Taiwan, encircled our country with numerous
military bases and has been carrying out military provocations and threats of war against us unceasingly.
Recently, the Johnson Administration has even made
open threats of spreading the flames of rvar to China.
We '*-ant to warn the U.S. imperialists: Should they
dare to impose war on us, we are determined to fight
them to the end. The 650 million Chinese people u,ill
rise up as one man, unequivocally shoulder the heavy
burden of combating U.S. imperialism and contribute
our share to the struggte to achieve final victory over
this most vicious enemy of the people throughout the
world."
IIe declared: "The U.S. imperiaiist policies of aggression and war are the root cause of all the troubles
of the u,orld today. Therefore, the struggie against
U.S. rnilitary bases must be etrosely linked up and coordinated with the struggle against U.S. acts of aggression and war.
"Yiet Nam is now the most important battlegrourrd
in the worldwide siruggle against U.S. imperialism. i .
"'l'he struggle of the Vietrramese people agriinst
U.S. imperialisi aggression and for national salvation
eonstitutes a great support to the people throughout the
world in the struggle against imperialism. All those
7B

who cherish peace and uphold justiee should stand
firrrrly on the side of the Vietnamese people. What
arouses our indignation is the fact that there are some
people who pa5z lip ser-vice to opposing U.S. aggression
and who, at times, also give a little aid to the Vietnamese people, but who are actuaiiy trying to deceive
the people and gain political capital for their dealings
with U.S. imperialism. They are openly and covertly
collaborating with U.S. imperialism to play up the socalled 'peace talks,' which are nothing but a swindle,
in order to serve U.S. imperialism in its continued occupation of south Viet Nam."
He said; "The Chinese people resolutely support
the just stand of the Vietnamese people against the
'p€ace talks' conspiraey and their determination to cary
on the struggle against U.S. aggression and for national
salvation until final victory is attained. .
"The Chlnese people firmly support the Indonesian
people in their str"uggle to crush 'Malaysia' and firmly
support the people of Malaya, Sirrgapore and North
Kalimentan in their skuggle against 'Malaysia' and for
national ]iberation. .
"The Chinese people resolutely supoort the Pakistan people in their struggle against Indian aggression,
resolutelv support the peopie of Kxhmir in their just
struggle for ireedo:n and tbe right to selfdetermination-"
Taag Ming-chao roundly condetnned U.S. imperialiga for aiding and aktting the Indian aggressors
ttrrough ttre i*strumentality of the United Nations and
for its attempt to have the United Nations meddle with
the Viet Nam question for the furtherance of its aggressive purposes.
He pointed out: "U.S- irnperialism is the most inso-

lent and vicious aggressor in the history of mankindBut, though outwardly formidable,

it

actually has many

fatal weaknesses. , .
'Today, the people of ali countries are stronger
than ever before. As long as the people are united,
dare to s:truggle, and are good at using t arious forms
bf struggle, including that of pqle s n'ar. to fight
U.S. imperiaiism, they will certainly be able to defeat it."
Tang Ming-chao's speeeh was warmly applauded.
the strength of massive evidence, the delegate
ftN
\J of the heroie South Vi,et Nam National Front for
Liberation exposed the sanguinar5r crimes cornmitted by
U.S. imperialism in its aggression against south Viet
Nam. He stressed that the people of south Viet Nam
would never yieid and would fight U.S. irnperialisrn
to the end. He denouaced the U-S. "peace talks" swindle
and demanded that the U.S. aggressive troops withdraw
from south Viet Nam lock, stock, and barrel.
The delegate of the DemocraJic Bepublic of Viet
Nam exposed U-S- imperialisrn's outrageous acts, of
aggression in Viet Nam. He pointed out that for 11
years the United States had turned'south 'Vi"t $**
into a huge military base, ari impor-tant par-f of its network of bases in Southeast Asia and the Far East, in
order to press ahead with its policies of war and aggression. He denounced the U.S. agglessors' "unconditional
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their "peace talks" plot through
the United Nations.
The delegate of the Korean Democratic People's
Republic strongly denounced U.S. imperialism for
master-minding the "Japan-ROK basic treaty" and attempting to reintroduce Japanese militarist forces into
south Korea. He reiterated that U.S. imperialism must
get out of south Korea and that it was necessaqr to let
south and north Korea achieve complete unification
without foreign intervention.
rFHE Japanese delegate said that U.S. imperialisrn had
I turned Japan into its biggest military base in Asia,
discussions" hoax and

encroached upon Japan's independence and sovereignty
and made use of .Iapan as an important base for its
aggression against Viet Nam and other Asian countries.
IIe expressed detennination to fight to the end to smash
the "Japan-ROK basic treaty," a treaty signed by the
Japanese reactionaries in coLlusion with U.S. imperialisrn, and their ploi to rig up a "Norlheast Asia military
alliance."
The Japanese delegate revealed tlat some persons

plotted to impose on the yreople an erroneous line of
unprincipled peaceful coexistence with imperialis6, a
line of compromise and co-o4reration rvith imperialism.
Such plots \r/ould undoubtedly be condemned by history and be thoroughly diseredited.
The delegate of Cambodian Head of State Prince
Norodom Sihanouk said that U.S-'imperialism was the
trouble-maker and the root cause of all misfortunes
and crimes. TXre Cambodian people under the leadership of Prince Sihanouk were waging a firm struggle
against imperialism and would never permit the es:abiishment of any foreign military bases on its territory-.
They had rejected ali U.S. military and economic aid
and severed diplomatic relations with the United States.
The Pakistan delegate denounced the Indian reactionaries for collaborating u'ith imperial;s'n and neoqolonialism in pressing ahead r,rtth ther exlransionist
cpntinand aggressive policy. He said that India had
.since
the
uously encroached upon Pakistan territory
signing of the Indo-Pakistan ceaselire agreement. He
declared that Pakistan would withdraw frbm the United
Nations if the latter failed to fulfil its promise. He
thanked the peoples of China and other countries for
their generous support for the Pakistan and Kashmir
people's resistance to aggression.
The delegate oi the Kashmir Revolutionary Council

strongly denounced the Indian reactionaries for sup-

pressing the Kashmir people's struggle for freedom. He

reaffirmed the determination of the Kashmir people
achieve national self-determination.
The delegate from Tanzania pointed out that the
military bases set up by the imperialists headed by
the United States all over the world were part of their
global strategy of aggression against the Asian, African
and Latin Ameriean countries. The national-liberation struggle of the Asian, Afrkan and Latin American peoples, especially the armed struggle, was a deadly blow to imperiallsrn, colonialism and neo-colonialism.
The Tanzanian delegate roundly criticized those who
tried to whitewash and defend tJre U.S. imperialists.

to
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The delegate from Guinea said that the U.S. military
in the vrorid undermined the security and happiness of the African and other peoples. The imperialists, colonialists and neo-Colonialists r,vould never give
up aggression, he said.
The delegate from the Dominican Republic strongly
condemned the U.S. imperialist armed intervention in
bases

the internal affairs of his country. He declared that
his people would fight to the end for liberation. He
sternly criticized those rvho advocated peaceful coexistence with imperialism, pointing out that this rvas a
betrayal of the cause of liberation.
The New Zealand clelegate said that U.S. imperialism was the most fero,cious enemy of the people of
the world and a colossus with feet of ciay. In spite of
ail the efforts of the revisionists in its service, U.S.
imperialism was inevitably heading towards its doom.
The famous British philosopher Bertrand Russell
in a recorded speech sent to the conferen"" e*pt"..ed
support for the just struggle of the Vletnamese people
against U.S. aggression. He pointed out that U.S. im:
perialism rvas the main menace to world peace. It
oontiolled more than half of the world's resources and
was rutlrlessly plundering the peopie of the world.
' A congratulatory message from the well-known
Aineriean writer Anna I-ouise Strong was read out at
the conference. She. wrote that ever more American
people were rising to oppose the criminal policy of the
U.S. Government. U.S- imperialism could be defeated.
Delegates from Ceylon, the Philippines, Australia,
Zim'oabwe, Sierra Leone, Cameroon, Malagasy, Guadeloupe, Chile. Panama, Cuba, British Guiana, Italy,
France, and Sw-eden spoke at the conference. They exposed and denounced Lr.S. imperialism from different
angles and expressed the desire to strengthen the struggle in t}eir own c:ountries for the liquidation of foreign
mil:tary- ba-ses and ttre smashing of the policies of war
and aggression pu.rsued by imperialism headed by the
United States.
T\ELEGATES from all countries noted the

lJ

absence

16.o.rg1rout the conference of the Soviet Peace Com-

mittee which had been invited and promised to attend,
In a congratulatory message to the conference, the Soviet
Peace Committee went to the length of stressing the
need to bring the struggle against foreign mi.litary bases
within the orbit of their so-called disarmament. This
was actually a move to push their capitulationist line.
This message which was crontrary to the wili of the
world's people to oppose imperialism was received coldly"
In face of the unity of the overwhelming majority
of the delegates present at the conferenee and in the
midst of severe condemnations of U.S. imperialism, the
Indonesian Right-wing forces were utterly isolated. As
a last resort, they tried to make use of the phrase
a phrase first used by President Su"mental bases"
- imperialism in his speech at the
karno to castigate
to attack the Indonesian progressive forces
conference
- imperialists. This manoeuvre failed after
and serve the
a debate.
(Hsinhua Neus AgencY)
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A Clumsy Forgery, o Foul Plot
by "EENMIN RIBAO" COMMENTATOR
of a magazine, Retsolution in Afriea, were
COPIES
\r distributed in some East African countries some
time ago. This magazine is an out-and-out bogus publication. Putting on a "Marxist-f,eninist" and "revolutionary" mask, it tries hard to distort and slander China's
poiicy torvards Africa, sow dissension betrveen -C!!na
and the African countries and sabotage the militant
friendship betrveen the Chinese and African peoples.
It is most obvious that this is a despicable anti-China
scheme painstakingly hatched by the imperialists and
their agents.

The producers of this bogus magazine have racked
their brains in using various kinds of camouflage. A
Chinese photo is carried on the front cover. They
falsely use the names of ten persons from different

Afri-

can political parties and claim that they have formed
a so-called editorial board of the publication. They
shamelessly declare that the Sudanese peaee champion
Ahmed l\4lohammed Kheir is the "editor." They also-

of a former counsellor of tle Chinese
in the Congo (Brazzaville), Kan Mai, as the

use the name
Embassy

author of an article which totally distorts China's policy
and stand towards Africa. They also lie that the office
magazine is in Tirana, capital of Albania. The
imperialist intelligence agencies think that by such a
disguise the magazine can mislead the African peoples.

of the

A Contemptible Imperiolist

Attempt

However, the producers of the spurious magazine
cannot bear the light of dal'. As is generally knot,n,

there is a periodical Atricon Rexolution in Alglers.
But no magazine called Reuolutiat in Afiico has er-er
been published in Albania. A stern refutation to this
effect has been made by the Albanian paper, Zeri i Popullit, and the Union of Journalists of Albania. The office
of the bogus publication, Reuoluti,on in Africa, must
be in an imperialist country and cannot be anywhere
eise. The truth has norv been revealed even more clearly by the Sudanese peace champion A.M. Kheir, who
the forgers aiieged is the "editor" of the publication,
in a statement which exposed the ptot of the intelligence
agencies of imperialism. He points out that the bogus
publication is "a contemptible attempt by imperialists
and their agents to create dissension and confusion; it

In f,4ct, a careful..6tudy of the articles that appeqr
will readily tell what kind of a publication it is. There
are many "revolutionary" slogans in the articles. But
they refrain from mentioning that the spearhead of
the African revolution should be directed. at imperial20

ism, colonialism and neo-colonialism, especially at U.S.
imperialism, the common enemy of the African peoples.
On the contrary, the publication brings out some boundary questions left behind by history betu,een African
countries in an attempt to undermine their unity. It
should be pointed out in particular that this fraudulent
magazine says that Africa should issue a "caII for socialist revolution" and that the present task of the African
peoples is the "elimination of the bourgeois puppets
who norv masquerade as nationalist leaders." By quoting

a remark of Chinese Premier Chou En-lai that "revolutionary prospects are excellent throughout the African continent," it hands out the lie that "China acknowledges its obligation to lead the revolutionary movements
throughout Africa against the feudal rulers and the neocolonial.ists who finance these lackeys." Atl this is a
complete distortion and vilification of China's policy
and stand tos'ards AJrica and is made with an extremely vicious motive.

Chino's Policy Brooks No Distortion
China's Africa policy is a clear-cut one which brooks
no misrepresentation. We have at no time said that
the present task of Africa is "socialist revolution." This
is not at all China's viewpoint and position. The Chinese Government and people have always held that
the primary tasks of the African countries at present are
to combat imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism,
remove the vestiges of colonialism, uphold national
independence and state sovereignty and develop the
national economy. This is because imperialism has not
perished and the struggle against imperialism and colonialisrn is far from being concluded. In Africa, countries which have already acquired independence are
still faced with the threats of imperialist intervention,
subversion and aggression. Some African countries are
still subjected to the ruthless oppression and armed suppression by the racists and colonialists. Therefore, the
first of the five principles guiding China's relations
with African countries is to support the African peoples
in their struggle to oppose imperialism and o1d and new
colonialism and to win and safeguard national independence.

To combat imperialism, colonialism and

neo-

colonialism is not only the task of the African peoples
but also the common task of the Chinese people and the
peoples.of Asia and Latin America. 'We are bound,together by a common struggle and form an irresistible
force which is pounding the rule of imperialism. This
is what the imperialists fear most. Today, the revolutionary struggle of the African peoples against imperial-

Peking Reuieu, No.

45

A.M. Kheir

Conde,mns lmperialists' Forged
Publication to Slander China

In a statement (Iated pctober 19

issued.

in Peking,

A.M. Kheir, Secretary of the Sudan Committee Jor Defence of National Independence and World Peace, strongly condemned the imyterialists and their agents for
forging a magazine called "Reuolution in Afri.ca" and
calling him as "editoy." FolLowing is the tert of the
statement.

-

Ed.

FORGED publication entitled Reuolu.tion in. Africa,
dated January-March 1965, carying a number of
articles and attributed to me as "editor" rvas lvidely

/Ar

circulated, particularly in East African countrie-q. I
rvould iike to categoricalll- state here that this publication is an out-and-out forgery and a contemptible attemot by imperialists and their agents to create dissension and confusion; it deserves nothing but strong
condemnation.

This forged publication carries names of ten perof Africa claiming that they
are an "editorial board" in addition to my rlame as
"editor." I would like to state here that no contact,
direct or indirect, or discussion ol any agreement at any
time anywhere, among these persons was made on
whether to bring out such a publication or not. I hope
that once they learn of this forged publication, they
would make their stand clear, strongiy denounce it and

sons from different parties

absolve themselves.

ism, colonialism and neo-colonialism is deveioping vig-

orously. It was precisell- because 6f this that during his
visit to Africa last year Chinese Fremier Chou En-lai
pointed out that revoluiionarl- prospects rvere excellent
throughout the African continent. and gave a very high
appraisal of the struggle of the African peoples against
imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism. He held
that an Africa r,vhich had for centuries been carved up
at'*'ill by imperialism was becoming an awakened, militant and advanced continent. But, China's viewpoint
which corresponds to the objective situation and China's

clear and abcve-board position are viciously assailed
and distorted by the U.S. and British imperialists rvho
allege that China rvants to carry out "subversion" in
Africa. .The phone;" Reoolution in Africa is using exactly the same despicable imperialist methods.
It is the internal affair of each African country to
decide what road to take and rvhat political and social
system to choose. It is something u,hich the African
peoples themselves alone can decide. Revolution cannct be exported. Revolution in any country stems from
the demands of its own people and no foreign country
can make it lor them.
Nouember 5, 1965

The fake publication carries a number of articles
of a sinister nature with the aim of sowing dissension
among certain African persons and African leaders in
some countries on the one hand, while causing confusion among the African people in general on the other
hand. The articles completely distort and openly vulgarize the concept of socialism, the posltion of African
progressives and their approach to African problems.
In addition they portray the People's Repubiic of China
in the picturre of a conspirator interfering in the internai affairs of other countries and plotting to subvert
governments and regimes in Africa. Such a dirty attempt
cannot under an1- circumstances elude the African people. dampen their vigilance or rveaken their struggle
against the c'ommon enemy of ait the peopies of the

s'orld
imperialism, colonialism, neo- and old led by
the U.S.A.
, As for the attempt to use the name of the PeoOleis Republic of China in this forgery to disrupt the
friendly relations between the Chinese people and the

African people, we are fu1ly confident that no imperialist plot or machination, overt or covert, will distort her
image or lower her prestige before the eyes of the {ighting African peopl.e.
I am confident that all clear-minded Africans will
not fall victims to this imperialist plot; on the contrary,
they will fight. expose and crush this sinister plot and
history rvill absolve their corect stand.

The Chinese Government has more than once stated
that it supports the governments of Afriean countries in
following a policy of peace, neutrality and non-alignment, holds that all countries should respect the sovereignty of African countries, and opposes aggression and
intervention from any quarter. This viewpoint and
stand of China is unequivocal and consistent and cannot be distorted. The article falsely attributed to Kan
Mai in ReuoltLtion in Africa hurls all sorts of slanders
against the Africans, saying that the leaders of African
national-independence movements in their revolutionary struggles appeal "to primitive native fetishisms,"
resort to the "murder of thousands of people" and that
the African workers and peasants are ignorant and
backward. They, therefore, rely on China's "external
assistance" for making "revolution." It even says that
''future leaders" should be found among African students in China. This fake publication alleges that all
these are China's points of view.' This is most despicable. Frankly, these are the familiar tunes of the
imperialists and are poles apart from the views of the
Chinese Government and people. The imperialists
treat the African peoples as an inferior race and call
21

t

them good-for-nothings. In the eyes of the imperialists,
the AJrican peoples are incapable of ruling their own
countries and only personnel sent by the big powers
can do so. This is a gross insult to the African countries and their peoples. In attempting to vilify China
by such a bogds publication, the imperialist agents have

in fact

exposbd their own ugly features.

lmperiolist Scheme Will Be Defeoted
The circulation in Africa of Reoolution in Africa is
only a crude faree by the imperialists, colonialists and
neo-colonialists after having suffered repeated set-backs
on that continent. For fear of being exposed, the
miserable "magazine" stopped publication right after the
first issue. Holvever, the imperialists have by no means
ceased their dirty tricks. Of late, a pamphlet issued in
the name of the "People's Front of East Africa" has been
circulated by some people in East Africa. The tone of
the pamphlet is exactly the same as Reuolution in
Africa and obviously originates from the same mould.
Official circles and the press in Tanzania and Kenya
have exposed this bogus pamphlet, and pointed out that

the "object behind this intrigue is to discredit China"
and "sow seeds of discord." and that the content of the
pamphlet is "malicious and unfounded."
The African peoples are clear-sighted. They are
quite capable of distinguishing genuine from pseudo- or
counter-revolution, identifying all "revolutionary'l 1iemongers and demagogues and dragging them out into
broad daylight.

China has maintained relations of friendship and
co-operation with many African countries. The Chinese
people are the most faithful and reliable friends of the
African peoples. In the struggle against imperiaiism, coIonialism and rreo-colonialism, the Chinese and African

peoples are comrades-in-arms and brothers and have
always supported and assisted each other- The great
friendship betr.veen the Chinese and African peoples
will prove invulnerable to the sowing of dissension and
defamation by the imperialists. The conspiracies of the
imperialists and their ager-rts to cause an estrangement
between China and African countries will be of no avail.
("Renmin Ribao," October

28.)

lndonesion Rightists' Anti-Connmunist
Outroges Condemned
TIAKING advantage of the September 30 movement,
r the Indonesian Rightists have mounted wild attacks against the Indonesian Communist Party and
other progressive forces. Their outrages have met with
strong and rvidespread denunciation.

U.S. lmperiolism Hos o Hond
The Albanian paper Zeri i PapuUit, in a commentary on October 30, expressed the view that in their
furious attempts to crush the Indonesian Ccmmunist
Party, the Indonesian Right-wing forces wanted to undermine the country's independence and prevent the
advance of its revolution, and the U.S. imperialists and
the Khrushchov revisionists rvere the instigators and
supporters of this plot. Earlier, on October 26, the Central
Committee of the Albanian Party of Labour passed a
resolutron, expressing support for the Indonesian Communist Party and strongly condemning the Indonesian
reactionaries for their frantic anti-communist campaign.

A resolution adopted on October 25 by the political
Bureau of the Belgian Communist Party pointed oEt
that imperialism headed by the United States, the puppet "Malaysia," and the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency
which
in the export of counter- werespecializes
revolution
desperately redoubling their efforts
- to destroy the heroic Communist party
in an attempt
2Z

of Indonesia and the national united front
NASAKOM. This rvas part of the U.S. global counterrevolutionary strategy. In the resolution the Belgian
Communist Party reaffirmed its complete solidarity
with the great Communist Party of Indonesia and the
g)orious Indonesian revolution.
The People's Voice weekly, organ of the New Zeaiand Communist Party. in an October 13 commentary,
I*'Tote: "All indications point to the present situation in
Indonesia being the outcrme of plans by the country's
Right-wing, pro-imperialist forces to establish a mili-

taty dictatorship." "The U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency has undoubtedly had a hand in plotting the

present moves to a Right-wing dictatorship," the journal
said. Washington, it added, had long schemed to bring

Indonesia's wealth under the control of the U.S.
monopolies, the main obstacles to which has been the
strength and activity of the P.K.L "It is significant that
a group from the anti-communist raliy last Friday
shouted pro-American slogans outside the U.S. Embassy

in Djakarta."

,

:.i;l

The Korean paper Rodorq Shinmoon in an October
27 editorial on the Indonesian situation commented:
"To destroy the national unity of Indonesia by an anticommunist campaign is beneficial only to the imperialists. It is not for nothing that Washington and London
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are now applauding and cheering the anti-communist
of the Indonesian Rightist elements.,,

campaign

The Correct Stond

of the p.K.l.

It was not accidental that the Indonesian Communist Party was made the target of ruthless attacks by
the counter-revolutiorlaries, said Zeri i popu\it. The
Party has always served the great cause of the liberation of the working class, peasants and the Indonesian
people and stood in the van of the relentless struggle
for national independence, democracy and social progress, and. it has.distinguished.itself as a revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist party in the struggJ.e against the
Khrushchov and Tito revisionists, the paper stated.
Zeri i. Popul.lit added that the Indonesian Com:
munist Party which had long historical experience in
class and political struggle w,ould fight courageously
and stand the grave test victoriously.

"The Communists and pecple of Albania express
their full solidarity with the heroic Indonesian Communist Party, the revolutionarSr Marxlst-kninist vanguard. of the Indonesian people, and their unreenred
support for its comect and principled position and its
resolute struggle for the interests of the Indonesian

people and against domestic reaction and the American
imperialists," said the resolution by the Central Committee of the Albanian Party of. Labour.
Rodong Shinmoon said that the Indonesian Commu-

nist Party with over 40 years of glorious history of
struggle has consistently rendered devoted service to the

of the working people of Indonesia and is a
Party which enjoys, because of this service, the profound confidence and love of the broad masses.
interests

Akahata wrote on October L7: *In the course of
the drastic development in the domestic and external
situation in the last few years, the Indonesian Communist Party has organized and led the peasants in
the struggle for agrarian reform, which has a profound
influence in the countryside. It has initiated a movement to confiscate America and British enterprises and
ban American films. It has also become a motivating
force behind the struggle against U.S. aggression in
Viet Nam and to smash 'Malaysia,' the product of U.S.
and British imperialism."
The P.K.t. Will Weother the Storm
"Steeled against all forms of provocation and attacks and having grown into the biggest Party in the
non-socialist world, the Indonesian Comrnunist Party
will weather all storms and lead,the Indonesian revolution forward," Akahata cotumented.

"The Indonesian people, the Indonesian Communist
Partl- and all the revolutionaries know, in this difficult
moment. horr to defeat the attacks of the reactionaries
and to advance the cause of the Indonesian revolution,"
declared the resolution passed by the Central Committee of the Albanian Party of Labour.

it will not take the Inby surprise.' They have never

"Whatever the situation,
donesian Communists

fallen victim to the illusions spread by the revisionists
that the transition to socialism can be accomplished
peacefully," said an October 6 commentary by the
People's Voice s'eekly, organ of the Nerv Zealand Communist Party.

Socisl Science

How to Approise the History

of Asio ?

by LIU TA-NIEN*

l.

Reoctionory Bourgeois Scholors of the West
Distort the History of Asio

Ar SIA is one of the cradles of the world's oldest civilizations. The Asian people have their honoured
place among the people of the world. They have made
outstanding contributions to the world's advanced cultures, both in ancient and modern times. Many of
the winds of change in the modern world have swept
out of Asia. Bich historical records and material remains furnish eloquent proof of the fact that Asian
history has its briliiant and important place in the
1

history of world civilization.
*

The author is deputy director of the Institute of

Modern History under the Chinese Academy
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Sciences.

But, it must be said that for quite a long time the
history of Asia has not, in general, been appraised
objectively. Reactionary bourgeois scholars of the West
and their followers have in many ways v'ilfully distorted
Asian history and minimized its importance. Up to the
present time, one cannot diseern any decisive change in
this regard.

Unscientific Attitude
The majority of Western historians still have an
entirely unscientific attitude towards the history of Asia.
They have no real i.nterest at all in a true scientific

appraisal of 'that history: From their writings, one
finds it hard to get a real picture of many important
Asian events, much less understand how history really
develops.
23
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Histories of Asia, of the East and of the various
Asian countries written by such Western bourgeois
scholars usually propagandize two concepts. Firstly,
that Asia has been "barbarous," "backwardr" "immoral" and "uncivilized" in all its ages. Secondly, that
the progress and civilization of Asia in modern times
have been favours generously bestowed on her by the
West. Deliberately distorting Chinese history in the
U.S. White Paper of 1949, Dean Acheson, the former
U.S. Secretary of State, wrote: "Then in the middle
of the 19th century the heretofore impervious wall
of Chinese isoiation was breached by the West. These
outsiders brought rvith them aggressiveness, the unparalleled development of Western technology, and a
high order of culture which had not accompanied previous foreign incursions into China."l
That is how the Western bourgeois scholars general-

ly approached Chinese history as '"r,ell as the history of
Asia. Did the West brutally invade Asia? This is not
apparently ',vhat happened; the West "brought . . . a
high order of culture" with it to bestow on Asia. The
second concept is stressed in dealing with the modern
history of Asia u,hile the first concept is stressed in
regard to both ancient and modern times. It would
be unfair to say that such historical writings on Asia
by venal bourgeois schblars of the West posseSs no
striking features. These works invariably fling mud
at the peoples of Asia and their culture, while doing

Persia and Turkey, through Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
India to Burma, Indonesia, and the Philippines in South-

east Asia and the countries of Indo-China, to China
and Korea in the East
with the exception of Japan
- countries and nations with
in the extreme East these
- successively turned into colonies
ancient cultures were
or semi-colonies of Portugal, Spain, Holland, Britain,
France, Russia, German5, and of the arrogant, presentday imperialism of the U.S.A. They were dismembered,
theil territories were cut away or annexed and their
sovereign rights r,r'ere seized by foreign hands. The
final concentrated expression of the seizure of a nation's
sovereignty by the imperialists is seen in the ruthless
plundering of its material wealth.

Colonialist penetration and conquest in Asia, and
the reducing of Asian countries to colonies and semicolonies was accompanied by crimes and tyranny unprecedented in history. The rule of the colonialists and
their lackeys is more ruthless and terroristic than thal
of ancient Rome. More than 100 million Asians wele
killed. lVho1e populations rvere wiped out. Magnificent
palaces, temples and other structures, some of the finest
in the world, were destroyed or reduced to ruins. Historical records. and valuable works of art were put to
the flames. Production stagnated or declined, industry
and agriculture remained backward and social develop-

their best to ignore or rvhitervash the innumerable crimes
committed by imperialism in Asia. This is their most

ment was retarded.

striking feature.

machine-building indurstry had disrupted Indian social
life, Lord Bentinck, the then British Governor-General
of India, said that "the misely hardly finds a parallel

In the present paper, I propose to confine myself
to modern Asian history. How shall we appraise it?
We must analyse all problems in this field in accordance with the standpoint of historical materialism.

ll.

of Asio's Modern History
The modern history of Asia (18th century to the
Two fupects

present time) records many events and struggles But
the main current of that history can be summed up in
one sentence: This was a period of criminal aetivities
by colonialist marauders and imperialists invading Asia
and turning it into a colony or semi-colony and of
struggles waged by the Asian people to oppose and
expel these invaders and their Iackeys, This is the
central theme of the modern history of Asia. A1I other
struggles are inevitably subordinate to the struggle between these two opposites and their course of advance
inevitably hinges on circumstances in that developing
struggle.

Invaded and dominated by Western colonialisrrr,
Asia lived through a dark period of history. This
Iasted for more than a century.
1U.S. Department of State, IJnited States Retations
With

China, L919, p. v.
24

I

Colonialism and imperialism changed the colours
of the maps of vast areas of Asia. From westernmost

In his

1834 report describing how the British

in the history of commerce. The bones of the cottonweavers are bleaching the plains of India." And this
admitted crime was only one of those, uncountable as
the sands in the Ganges River, committed by the
colonialists. What part of the vast lands of Asia is not
littered with the bones of Asian people murdered in
modern times by the coloniaiists?
This phase of the history of Asia stands out glaring-

Iy. It is rvrong not to give an adequate exposure of it
or to relate its tr-ue facts. It is impermissible to conceal
or gloss it over.
Recold of Anti-Coloniolist Struggles

Holever, this picture of darkness and decline is
only part of the reality of modern and contemporary
Asia. The whole picture of these times in Asia contains a record of magnificent and militant struggles of
the oppressed. The Asian peoples are by no means
standing on the flanks of the historical stage as unimportant actors, they are at the forelront or take . the
centre of the stage playing one of the leading roles in
the drama of history. It is wrong to belittle this aspect
of Asian history; it is all the more wrong to deny this
aspect of Asian history.
Peki,ng Reoiew, No.
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Modern Asia is, first of all, the most extensive
hattlefield in the anti-colonialist struggle being waged
by the people of the world.

The Asian people began their struggle against
colonialism when Portugal, Spain and Holland firsr
invaded Asia. The more ferocious became the subsequent attaclis by the colonialists, the fiercer the people's resistance grew. The modern history of the various
Asian countries is a lengthy chronicle of the people,s
struggles against colonialism. The insurrections of the
people against foreign aggression and oppression and
against feudal rule in their own countries have been
almost continuous in the past eenturies.
The struggles of the Asian peoples were formerly
waged independently, but in the 19th century they began
to be interlinked and one upsurge of the national-libera-

tion struggle afier another has follorved. The first upsurge was in the middle of the 19th century. Among
the large-scale struggles of that time r*'ere the Babist
Revolt (lB4+52) in Persia. the Taiping Revolution
(1851-64) in China and the revolutionar5r uprising of
the Indian people (185?-59). There was a succession of
resistance movements in other parts of Asia. Marx at
that time pointed out: "The revolt in the Anglo-Indian
army has coincided with a general disaffection exhibited
against English supremacy on the part of great Asiatic
nations, the revolt of the Bengal army being, beyond
doubt, intimately connected with lhe Peisian and Chinese wars,"Z

At the end of the 19th century, a second upsurge
of national-liberation struggles took place in Asia. The
nationalist movement led by Malkom Khan (1890-91)
in Persia, the revolt against the tobacco monopoly by the
Persian people (1891), the people's uprisings in Assam
and Manipur (189i) and the nationalist mo..'ement ld
by B.G. Tilak (189i-97) in India. the anti-French uprising led by Hoang Hca Tharn of Viet |i[ern (1891-98), the
Dong Hak Partv Uprising of Korea (1893-95), the resistance struggle of the people of the Ottoman Empire, the
early Young Turkey Movement (after 1894), the Philippine revolution to overthrow Spanish rule (1896-98), the
Chinese revolutionary movement Ied by Dr. Sun Yatsen (after 1895) and the Yi Ho Tuan Movement (known
as the "Boxers" in the West) (1899-1901) all these
are major manifesta"tions of this upsurge.- The broad
masses of the labouring people and the political forces
of the bourgeoisie took part in these struggles. Their
common characteristic was that their spearhead of
struggle w-as directed against imperialism.
The year 1905 r.vas follorved by the third upsurge
of the national-Iiberation struggle. The Persian revolution (1905:11), the anti-British struggle by the radical

wing of the All-India National Congress (1905-08), the
2
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Turkish revolution (1908-09) and the Chinese 1g11 revolution to overthrow the Ching Dynasty (1911-12), al}
belong to this time. In eommenting on the significance.
of this upsurge, Lenin said: "Hundreds of millions of the
downtrodden and benighted have awakened from medieval stagnation to a new life and are rising to fight
for elementary human rights and democracy.,,3 This
was described by him as "the awakening of Asia.,,

The anti-colonialist struggle of the Asian people
at that time not only encompassed vast areas but dr:ew
unprecedented numbers of people into the battle. The
struggle was extremely fierce, with one upsurge following another. That is why we say that nrodern Asia became the most extensive battlefield of the anti-imperialist struggle of the people of the worid. Africa and
Latin America were also important battlefields of the
u,orld anti-imperialist struggle. The people's struggles
in Egypt and the Sudan alarmed the imperialist world
and voiced support for each other and were Iinked with
the people's struggles in Asia because they all had a
common aim.

Of course, many of those revolts. uprisings and revolutions were quickly crushed. But this does not in the
least diminish their significance. The frantic attacks
Iaunched against them by the colonialists and imperialists faced the Asian people with a question: whether or
not to dare to fight and deal with and defeat the aggressors. The answer of the dsian people is: dare to fight
and dare to make revolution; believe in the justice of
your cause and be assured that your strength and wisdom will prevail over the aggressors. The "authority"
of the colonialists has been held in contempt, and the

spirit of revolution has developed. Each

struggle
waged by the peoples has paved the rvay for their next
struggle. The coionialists Ernd imperialists turned Asia
irtto a bastion of the colonial system and each struggle
wagd by the peoples has made another breach in the
walls of that bastion, presaging its final and complete
collapse. In their steadfast struggle, the masses of

the people have become more awakened and grown
stronger, while one by one the reactionary rulers are
being driven off the stage of history. Thus, even if the
people's struggles failed, the people have won in the
final count. This is why these uprisings and revolutions have left their indelible mark on history.
Two Moin Currents in Modern Asio

Two major historical currents of the world meet
together

in modern

Asia.

Since World War II, there have been great developments in the history of the people's revolutionary
struggles in Asia, Africa and Latin America. These
afeas have become the focus of various types of contrtsdictions in the world. Imperialist rule in these areas
3 Lenin,
"The Awakening of Asia," Collecteil Works,
Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Publishing Ilouse, Moscow,
1963, Vol. 18 p. 86.
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has steadily weakened and one after another great
movements of the people's revolutionary struggles have
emerged and developed vigorously. T-he national democratic revolutionaty movement in Asia, Africa and
Latin America together with the international socialist
revolutionary movement form the two major historical
currents of the present-day world.

With these two massive forces of world history
in Asia, no force on earth can now prevent Asia {rom advancing with giant strides. Since
World War II, more than 50 countries in Asia and
Africa have declared their independenee. In Asia,
independence was declared by some ten countries, income together

cluding Indonesia, India and Pakistan
countries r,vith
large territories and populations, which- were subject to
colonial rule for several centuries. Since World War
II, the People's Republic of China, the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea have embarked on the road of socialism. These are changes of epoch-making significance

in the history of Asia as well as in the history of

the

world.
Significonce of Chinese Revolution

'

Arno.rg the changes which have taken place in Asia
since World War II, the victory of the Chinese people
in their democratic revolution and the start of the
socialist era in Chinsse history are historical events of

the first magnitude. They hive rot only influerced

t_he. whole world. The
Chinese revolution has, in the first place, fundamentally changed the world's balance of forces betrveen revolution and counter-revolution, between the socialist
camp and the imperialist camp. The victory of the
Chinese revolution delivered a crushing blow to imperiahst domination. Yesterday's great rear of imperialism has been turned into a base area, into a forefront

Asia but have deeply influenced

of the anti-imperialist struggle. Everything is turning
into its opposite. China's area is approximately the
same as that of Europe. China's population is larger
than that of Europe. The forces of the n-orld's revoiutionary camp obviously exceed those of the s-orld's
counter-revolutionary carnp.

In the second

place, the victory of the Chinese
revolution
democratiC
and the advent of socialism in
Chinese history have set a brilliant example for the
colonial and semi-colonial countries of the world. The
victory of the Chinese people over imperialism and its
lackeys and the founding of the People's Republic of
China have greatly inspired the peopie of many colonial and semi-colonial countries in their struggle for
national independence and the complete victory o{
their people's democratic revolution. The Russian
October Sociatist Revolution served as an example fcir
revoiution in the oppressor nations, that is, for revoltition in the imperialist countries; while the Chinese
revoiution set an example for revolution in the oppressed nations, that is, the colonial or semi-colonial
countries. In studying the changes in Asian history since
z6

II, we need to make an adequate appraisal
of the path as well as the influence of the Chinese
revolution. For it is of significance for the whole world,
Wor,ld War

far beyond the East or Asia.
White the Asian people are attacking the imperial;
ists and carrying history fonvard. the imperialists and
reactionaries are not sitting back with fblded arms.
Since World War II, far from abandoning colonialism
in Asia, Africa and Latin America, the imperialists are
hanging on wherever they can. In this regard, U.S
imperialism is the most cunning and desperate. In face
of the powerful struggles of the people of the world,
the U.S. and other imperialists and colonialists hav'e
been compelled to changc some of the old methods of
direct colonial rule and introcluce the "new" methods
of neo-colonialism. They foster puppet regimes and
practise various subtler methods of coloniai control;
organize military blocs and buiid up military bases,
and,plunder the wealth of countries by means of economic "aid" and various other forms of economic "exploitation." They engage in "spiritual" infiltration and
cultural aggression; organize subversion and engineer
military coups d'etat; they engage in direct armed intervention and launch large-scale armed aggression. U.S.
armed aggression against Korea and the current U.S.
armed aggression against Viet Nam and Laos are only
tn-o of these examples.

In brief, imperialism has not perished, the antiimperialist struggle of the Asian people is not over.
Asia has been and still is a stormy battlefront of the
anti-imperialist struggle
The modern history of Asia today appears at once
more complicated and simpler than ever before. On
the one hand, it has witnessed the impact of the, two
great historical currents of the national democratic revolutionary movement and the international socialist
revolutionary movement; on the other, it is seeing the
death-bed struggles and desperate attacks put up by
U.S. irnperialism and all the old and new. colonialists.

Focol Point of Struggle
Asia has become a focal point of struggle in the
present-day world. The struggle between the two opposed forces mentioned above, its development and
outcome, has a bearing not only on the destiny of the
Asian peoples but on the destiny of the peoples of the

whole u'orld. The modern history of Asia is by no
but a question that concerns the
immediate course of world history. In commenting on
modern worid history it is impossible to get to the
heart of things if one avoids mention of the two abovementioned historical currents. Similarly, in comm<lnting on the modern history of Asia, if one avoids
touching on the operation of the two big currents of
history in this area, on the relentless struggle between
revolution and counter-revolution, whieh affects the
whole picture of worid history, one will not be able to
give an insight into the truth of things.
means a loca1 question
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Vlha.t eonclusion is to be ,dtarvn from the above
analysis? It is that since the invasion by Western
colonialism, there actually exist two Asias, one is a
dark and backward Asia under colonialist and imperial-

ist rule, and the other is a great and militant Asia,
making brilliant advances. They exist side by side,

but stand sharply opposed to each other. There is little
truth about this in the works of those reactionary Western bourgeois scholars. By exaggerating Asia's backwardness, they try to co\rer up and u'hiterrash the unprecedented crimes and obscurantism of the rule of the
colonialists and their lackeys in Asia; using the same
methods, they have also tried to obliterate knowledge
of the struggle of the Asian masses and to denigrate the
people's role in carrying fonrard mankind's history.
The dark things in the history of Asia have been masked
and falsified by them; the bright things have been
obscured by them.
Now, with the fabrications and rtisisftien5 exposed.
the history of Asia presented to us is one tr-hich encompasses not only enslavement, darkness and humiliation
on the one hand, but struggle, and great and brilliant

on the other. The veil has been torn off
and the true features of history are being revealed.

advances

As time goes on the opposing forces and the trends of
of the two Asias will be revealed more

development
clearly.

In this short review I cannot deal rvith the outstanding contributions made by the Asian people in the
cultural and spiritual fields, and the fact that the feudal
society of the Asian states was itself pregnant l*ith the
embryo of capitalism and that even without invasion
by Western capitalism, they would have gt'adua1ly developed into capitalist societies.

lll.

Coloniolism's Western C€nhed History

Reactionary Western bourgeois seholars invariably
refuse to admit that history otlrer than that of Europe
- to which North America is now added - has much
importance in the history of world civilization.
The
golden rule followed by such Western bourgeois historical science is that history must be centred on Europe or

West Europe. This "theory" is rotten to the core,
but it is still being spread and still enjoys a certain
audicnce.

Take the following lines from Modern Historg by
two A-rtrerican authors for example. "From the time
of the ancient Greeks and Romans down to the present
day, the leading roles in the drama of human history
have been taken by the white men of Europe. Jt was
in Europe, the smallest of all the five continents, that
what we call modern civilization arose; that the common
people first dared wrest the sceptt-e of government from
diademed autocrats; that nations learnt patriotism; that
inventors harnessed nature's forces to drive machines.
of iron and steel or to move man's ships and cars; that
bullets and explosives were first made deadly weapons
Nouember 5, 7965

of warfare; that

scientists explored the heavens with
their telescopes or learnt the secrets of chemistry; phys*
ics, biology, and medicine; that public schools and automatic printing presses opened to all the kingdom of
knowledge."-a It u-ses insulting labels for Asian and
Afriean peoples speaking about the "rretrogressive yellow race in the Far East?' or the "illiterate African Negroes." This pernicious propaganda is widely spread in
cheap editions.

The absurdity of this theory held by many West-'
ern historians manifests itself in teaching practice, which

simply excludes Asia from world history. Chester
Bowles states in his Arrubossador's Report that lectures
given at American schools on so-called "world history"

start from Egypt and Mesopotamia, go on to Greece
via the Island of Crete and then through Rome, to end
in France and Britain. Students are asked to memorize
one hundred of the most important dates in "wor1d
history." Only one of them concerns Asia 185?, when

Commodore Perry. an American naval offieer,
"opened
up" Japan.

Ttre w-ay the Western bourgeoisie look at world
history is just the way the ant, described in the fable,
looks at the world. The ant thinks itself ruler and sole
master o.[ the world. In its eyes everyone else is insignificant. The historical idealists have surpassed all records

in this

respect.

For quite a long time, such historians have

de-

scribed Europe or West Europe as occupying the centre of rvorld histor.v-. This is simply a product of the
vierrs of the egocentric. out-and-out aggressive forces
of E'estern capitalisrn- It strikiagll' refiects the view

of \testern

crrlonielisrn s-hich constantl.},- commits
aggression against the Eastern countries and seeks to
enslave the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America.
ln ancient times, imperial Rome looked on the Germans
and Gauls (French) as "inferior races" and "barbarians"
and concluded that these peoples should for ever sub-

mit to the rule of the "superigr race," namely, the rule
of the Roman Empire.
Bourgeois Historiqns Serve Their Closs

This is exactly how the Western colonialists regard
the peoples of Asia. Africa and Latin America. They
Iook on Asia as a place without any "genuine civilization" or history, as a place to dump their goods, plunder
rarv materials and exploit cheap labour. The Europeancentred approach to history is a blatant reflection of such
a colonialist view. According to this view, the Western
colonialists' domination of Asia and all other "back-.
ward" regions is perfectly r6lasonable. This is how
bourgeois historians serve their own class. This is
eiactly how matters stand whether. or not those histoiians are aware of it.
a Carlton J.H. Hayes and Parker Thomas Moon,
headern History, The Macmillan Co., New York, 1928, p. 651.

,7
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Social consciousness is determined by social being.
Decadent conceptions will all finally and inevitably be

by convincing facts. This outcome is only
a matter of time. The struggle being waged by the

shattered

of Asia; Africa and Latin America to transform
the world is shaking the earth. No matter how he may
try to seal himself off from the outside world, no one
can escape this cataclysm. Confronted with this fact,
these Western bourgeois ideas of a w'dr1d centred on
Europe or West Europe will come to quick end.
When we say 1ve must oppose such ideas of a European-centred rvorld, we naturally do not mean that the
history of Europe should be treated with indifference.
not in the least. To do so would cause people to swing
from one anti-scientific extreme to another.
The history of Europe enjoys a fixed position. The
bourgeois revolution in the Netherlands in the 16th
century, the British bourgeois revolution in the 17th
century, and especially the French bourgeois revolution
at the end of the 18th century added lustre to the history of Europe. The French bourgeois revolution particularly did a great service to the bourgeoisie. It can be
said that the 19th century as a whole passed under the

peoples

sign of the French revolution. The.era of ascending
capitalism and bourgeois revolution in Europe witnessed a rapid advance in rn,orld history. There is not
a shadow of doubt about this. Hos'ever. no sooner did
it gain porver. than the European bourgeoisie began
to change quickly into a conservative and reactionarSr
class. With the advance of the proletarian revolutionary
movement in Europe and the development of the national democratic revolutionary movement in the East,
the European bourgeoisie has become more and more
reactionary, clinging desperately to the world order
v'hich is based on backwardness, barbarous cruelty,
privilege and the exploitation of man by man.
It is because the advanced European proletariat
entered the historical arena that the history of Europe
has continued to advance. Holding high the banner of
soeialist revolution in utter opposition to the desires
of the bourgeoisie, they continue to carrlr the history
of mankind forward. The proletariat of Asia will
always be grateful to the advanced proletariat of Europe.
The proponents of a European-centred world have
been energetically publicizing the leading role of Europe.
but judging from so-called Christian civilization and the
like which many people talk so glibly about, they do
not, in fact, really know where the progressive nature
of Europe lies. This is why the bourgeois remains

a bourgeois.
Our Toskr os Historions
As the subject of scientific research, history has its
objective course as well as its objective laws of development. Events do not change according to the likes
and dislikes of historians. It is unthinkable that any
serious historian should "transform" history in accordanae with his subjective ideas. In appraising Asian
28

history objectively, the aim is to restore its original
features which have been besmirched and distorted and
not to prettify or whitewash trr'em. In studying the
history of a region or an age, we must adhere to historical materialism and oppose historical idealism. The
same holds good for the appraisal of Asian history^ It

is futile either to embellish or to blacken history, this
would be an anti-scientific approach.
History is all inclusive. The development of the
social productive forces and class struggle, oppression
by the rulers and resistance by the masses of the people,
the dark and backward things left over from the past,
the bright and forward looking things representing the
all these are closely interadvancing line of history

- distinct and
woven, sometimes sharply

sometimes
obscured in a maze of confusion. The historians'weighty
duty is to give an accurate judgment on these ques-

tions, putting things in their right place and correctly
expounding their mutual relations.

To present the history of Asia in the tight of this
requirernent, we hold that the following essentials must

fulfilled:
First, we must elucidate the world significance of
the long and bitter class contradictions and class
struggle in this region;
Second, u,e must give the masses of the people
their rightful place in history;
be

Third, we must affirm all the bright and newborn things whieh represent the line of the advance
of history;
Fourth, we must unremittingly repudiate and exall distortions and fabrications of Asian history
by the Western colonialists and their followers.
punge

The history of Asia has long been described as
dark and circumscribed. But, in fact, those who break
out from the blind alley of bourgeois idealism and lift
their heads, see a magnificent sight, and vast new vistas
unioid before them.
The history of Asia forms an integral part of world
history. A scientific appraisal of Asian history rrill help
the people of the world to a correct understanding of
s,orld history and of the present situation. In spite of
all difficulties, the oppressed people throughout the
world are waging a struggie to t;:ansform the present
situation and the world. It is imperative that they
understand the present situation in the struggle of the
people throughout the world and have a scientific
approach to world history. The rewriting of the his=
tory of Asia to elucidate its true features will help
people to free themselves from mental enslavement by
imperialism and fully emancipate their minds. Therefore, it may be put this way: the way one looks, on
the modern histories of Asia and of Africa and Latin
.A.merica, is not only a question of one's approach to
history, it is also a question of one's approach to the
present struggle.
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ROUND THE \MORLD
Laotian *lani{esto

Defeot U.S. Aggression
American planes based in Thailand
and Laotian territory under the control of the pro-U.S. regime, have kept
up bombing and strafing the Laotian
liberated areas. Washington's military
"advisers" in Laos, moreover. have
had several secret meetings rvith

their puppet officers in preparation
for intensified attacks on the liberated areas during the coming dry
season. All this, of course, is part
of the U.S. plan to extend its rvar
of aggression in Taos and the n-hole
of Indo-China. However, the fully

prepared Laotian people have shown
their determination to defend the
liberated areas and defeat the American invaders and their Vientiane
Iackeys.

the patriotic armed forces were able
to deal telling blows to the puppet
troops on all battlefields and had
thus far liberated two-thirds of the
country peopled by half of the
population.

In the course of struggle, the manifesto pointed out, some people in the
neutralist faction, of whom Prince

went in its aggression
against the Laotian people, the
clearer they eame to see its trrre nature,and the firrner they became in
their struggle against U.S. imperialism and for national salvation. Thls
gave b,irth to a broad anti-U.S. united
front to save the country. Growing
in strength in the course of fighting,
Noaember 5, 7965

puppet attacks on the liberated areas;
. putting an end to the collusion
among the U.S. stooges in Vientiane,

Bangkok and Saigon and the use of
Thailand and south Viet Nam to
intervene in Laos;
o tripartite talks to solve pending
problems among the three political

in Laos; and
. restoration of the organizational
structure and the principle of unaSouvanna Phouma is typical, nimity
in the Laotian tripartite Narvavered, and, out of their own selfish
tional Union Government.
interests, began tailing after WashThe conference, according to the
ington and its lackeys step by step
manifesto, defined the immediate
and finally broke away from the three-fold
tasks of the Laotian peoneutraiists'*anks to betray the people
as
follows:
pLe's interests. Aiihough they now
Politically, to strengthen the antistill claimed to be ''neutralists.'' they
U.S.
united front represented by the
had in actual fact descended to the
solid
ailiance betu,een the Neo Lao
poirrt of becoming the hangers-on of
Hak,sat
and the patriotic neutralist
U.S. imperialism and its stooges, the
forces
*-hile,
under the banner of
manifesto said.

In order to

successfully complete
the struggle against U.S. imperialism
to save the country, the manifesto

A political consultative conference
of the Neo Lao Haksat led by Plince
Souphanouvong and the patriotic stated, the conference reaffirmed the
neutralist forces was held somewhere firm determination of the Laotian
in the liberated areas betu'een Oc- people to defend the peace, neutraltober 3 and 13.
ity, sovereignty, independence, unity
After a review and full discussion and territorial integrity of Laos on
of the political situation in Laos, the the basis of the 1962 Geneva agleeconference issued an important mani- ments, the 1961 Zurich agreements
festo to make knorrn the Laotian and the 1962 Ptain of Jars agreepeople's stand on the settlement of ments reached betrreen the three
the Laotian question, its solution and politicaJ. forces in Laos. While fighttheir immediate task,c.
ing to defeat U.S. imperialist intervention and aggression in any
tuti-Us. United Front
form, the Laotian people's stand, the
The past 11 years, the manifesto manifesto added, was one to ensure
said, were years in which U.S. im- their right to settle free from U.S.
per-ialism, using the puppet govern- impetialist intervention their internal
ment and its troops as a prop and affairs by peaceful negotiation among
an instrument, carried out "special the parties concerned. They rvouild
warfare" in Laos. Through "special also stand firm for the realization of
warfare," coupled with vicious polit- the political programme of the triical measures, Washington pushed partite National Union Government,
its neo-colonialist policy of ag- so as to make Laos a peaceful,
gression in Laos ahead bit by bit. neutralist, independent, democratic,
The result was that the farther unified and prosperous country.
Washington

of the U.S. and its satellites and the
removal of all U.S. military bases;
. immediate cessation of U.S. and

forces

peace, neutrality; national independenee and democracy, uniting with the
broad masses of people, including
those in areas under the control of
the pro-U.S. regime.
Militarily and economicaliy, to

augment the political and military
po\\'er of the patriotic forces and
build the liberated areas into strong
bases for a protracted rvar of resistance rrith also emphasis on economic
seU-reliance and improvement of the
people's livelihood,

'In foreign relations, the task of
the Laotian people was, on the one
hand, to strive to win the sympathy
and support of the peoples of the
rvorld and, on the other, suppor"t
the national-liberation movements
in Asia, Africa and Latin Arnerica. They reserved the right to
call for, if necessary, "the practical
support in all aspects, inciuding
material support, of the people and
governments of peace-loving countries and of peaceful and democratic
organizations throughout the world
so as to increase our potential for
seU-defence and to protect the lives
Woy to Solve the Lootion Situotion
people."
The manifesto put forth the folIc,,v- and property of the Laotian
ing as a solution to thb present LaoVictories in S. Viet Narn
tian situation:
o rvithdrawal from Laos of all
Clipping the Enemy's Wings
armed f<lrces, military personnel, as
Just as Washington was Preening
well as the disguised para-military
organizations, and all war materiel itself on its "recent military suc29

in south Viet Nam, the Libera- arrnoured .zehicles guarding the airtion Armed Forces have struck planes and the hangars. It rvas close
again, this time bearding the enemy fighting after dark, one of the tactics
of people's war, in which the peoin his den.
ple's
forces utilize their strong points
On the night of October 27 until
d,awn the following morning, Amer- to attack the enemy where he is
ican airfields in Da Nang and Chu weak the people's forces are
Lai were lit up by flames when brave- and have a deep hatred for
the South Viet Nam Liberation iheir foe who is taken completely by
Armed Forces launched simultane- surprise and chicken-hearted.
ous attacks on them. "Impenetrable"
At Plei Me in central south Viet
Da Nang thus proved to be no more Nam earlier, the puppet troops had
secure than it was last July when borne the brunt of the fighting. On
tl're people's forces destroyed 47 October 19, the Li.beration Armed
American planes and 3 missile Forces began besieging a puppet
launching pads there. This time the "special forces eamp" under U.S.
target was the newly constructed command; its foremost position at
helicopter base at Marble Mountain. Chu IIo was r,viped out within five
Guarried by some 2,000 U.S. minutes. Four days later, on October
marines and 2,500 Seabees (construe- 23, the enemy dispatched from
tion battalions), the base was twice Pleiku as reinJorcements the 21si
pournded bv shells of the Liberation Ranger Battalion, whieh fell into an
Armed Forces. "A white glare cov- ambush laid by the libgration arrny
ered the sky from burning aircraft and the irregulars '"After hours of
metal," a Western report said. The fighting, the whole battalion was
enemy losses: 70 heiicopters'de- annihilated with an enemy loss of I7
stroyed or damaged, an ammunition tanks and armoured cars, a whole
dump blorvn up, a military storehouse cpnvoy of 42 other vehicles and three
burnt down, and 70 Americans killed. 105 mm. howitzers. Hali of the U.S.
At Chu l.ri, $-hlqh is about 50 special forces team in the camp were
miles south of Da Nang and a kil1ed or wounded.
stronghold garrisoned entirely by
Commenting on the fighting, Reuter
Americans, at least 40 planeq indud- noted that the liberation army's
ing 31 jet fighters, were damaged or 'tnuctr-tested tactic of attacking an
destroyed; the 200-odd American isolated outpost and then ambushing
casualties included a number of the relief forres has onee again proved
aircraft pilots caught on the ground. a success." But, it added, "they seem
After shelling the airfield the Libera- to have gone one step further. Intion Armed Forces penetrated the stead of withdrawing after completbase to blast the planes with parcels ing their pattern of attack, they reof explosives. They also blew up mained in their positions." Thus, in
the first seven days
of the siege, the
U.S. First Cavalry
Division at nearby
An Khe dared not
come to the rescue.
They arrived by

cesses"

helicopter on the

,
:
the...?
-Whal
WeIt, sir, it's not safe in the air and it,s worse on
- the grounil!
Cartoon bA Fo.ng Chen
30

t

eighth day only, October 26, but failed
to prevent the
Liberation Armed
Forces from again
attacking the garri.son; a number of
liaison officers with
the rescue party
were killed.

The
people's
.torces do have their

own way of fighting and their tactics are so flexibie that the enelny
can never make head or tail of themVictories at Da Nang. Chu Lai and
Plei i!Ie. said a recent editorial of ttre
Hanoi paper Nhor, Dan, pointed to the
fact that tIre operational strength of
the Liberation Armed Forces is being

built up continuousl;r. While fighting guerrilla warfare to rvear out and
wipe out the enemy wherever he may
tre. they are also concentrating their
forces to engage the enemy in prolonged batttres, annihilating his ef*

fective strength and storming his
lairs by surprise.
Let Dean Busk boast about
"encouraging signs of a lift in
morale" in the south Vietnamese
countryside; to quote a Pentagon
official, "not one square mile , of
south Viet Nam is truly pacified."
Indeed. every inch of the land there
will serve as a burial ground for the
imperialist invaders

Thir

Ensland

Holf Empty ond Holf Filled
Sometime ago, the Rt Hon. Llarold
Wilson was introduced to a meeting
by mistake as the Rt. Hon. Harold
Macmillan. It was a mere trifle and

was s&n forgiven and forgotton.
There was a r*'orld of difference between \Alilson the incumbent Labour
P.M. and Macmillan the former Conservative P.M. But, after a year of
the Labour Party in office, people are
beginning to wonder what difference,

if any, there is betrveen

a Labour gov-

ernment and a Conservative government. One Tory VIP anslvered the
question with the comment that when
the Conservative Party says a bottle

is half filled, the Labour Party will
insist that it is half ernpty; such is the
case with the two major political
parties in Britain, the .sinews of the
mother of parliamentary democrary.
Their difference, or laek of it, may
also be gauged by their equal sharing of the seats in the Commons, the
Labour Party's already water-thin
majority of three votes having now
been threatened by the deaths of a
Labour M.P. in August and of the
Speaker of the House of Commons in
the following month.
Peki,ng Revi,e'w, No.
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This September and October also
saw the holding of the two parties'
annual conferences, Labour's 64th in
Blackpool and Conservative's B3rd in
Brighton, to s,ork out their "different" policies both on the home and

international fronts. On

domestic

questions. Latiour, while complaining

of its "dreadful inheritance" frorn the
Tories, adopted a programme f or
restricting wage increases. This was
done despite massive opposition, including that of the two biggest unions
the Transport
General Work-ers Union and theand
Amalgamated Engineering Union. The Consen-ative
Party, for its part, wanted to provide
"real incentive" for "individual en-

terprises" through. for instance,
company tax reductions. thus clearing the '*.'ay' for bigger monopoly
profits. Norn, that the Tor;-'s catchrvord "you never had it so good" has
lost its appeal to the British public,
another promising ,to 'isr:eate.a nationwide capital-owning democracy"
has been coined.

In foreign affairs, both pariies continue to subscribe to a pro-U.S- policy.

The Conservative's

their political "opponents," bcth Wilson and Foreign Secretary Stewart
indicated that the British Government r,vould continue helping the U.S.
in "peace taiks" hoax. Wilson even
told people demonstrating outside the
conference hall in opposition to the
U.S. war in Viet Nam "to take that
benner
to the Chinese Embassy
Office
of the Chinese Charge
[the
d'Affaires] " !
The Labour government's policy of
toeing the U.S. line was opposed by

many Labour M.P.'s and delegates
from local party organizations. John
Mendelson, M.P., asked why Stewart
had made so many "statements com-

pletely identified with

Labour's attitude on Viet
famous British phiiosopher Bertrand

14.)

Union.

During the intermission, Premier
Chou and Vice-Premier Chen received Boris Alexandrovich. Alexandrov, head o{ the ensemble, and other
leading members and principal artisk

and had a'friendly.conversation with
them. The Chinese leaders went on
stage after: the final curtain and congratulated the Soviet artists for their
Ncuetnber 5,
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People

in Britain are now

saying

the aetions of the Labour government
cannot be supported and are the
equivalent of politicai suicide. Wilson

wiil reap as'he

sows.

membership card
and renounced hi-s
51-year-old rrrernbership. Ear.lier, La-

bour M.P.

Frank

Tanking Up

Cartoon bA Ho Cheng

Thailand and the turning of the
country into a new-t;,pe colony, and
to oppose the Sarit-Thanom-Praphas
A reception celebrating the first dictatorial regime of traitors. He
anniversary of the founding of the described the rapid growth of the
Thailand Independence Movement patriolic struggle in Thailand against
was given in Peking on November 1 U.S. imperialism and condemned the
by'Mon Kon Nanakon, liaison repre- ctllaboration of the Lr.S. imperialists
sentative of the Thailand Indepen- and the Thanom and Praphas regime
dence lVlovement. Liao Cheng-chih, in supgressing his people. He ,called
Chairman of the Chinese Committee on his. compatriots to unite in the
for Afro-Asian Solidarity, and lead- struggle, drive out ihe U.S. imperialing members of other Chinese peo- ists and cverthrow the Thanom and
Thailaod Independence

fulovemen't Anniversary

depicting the Soviet people's heroic
struggle against the Gerr-nan fascist
invaders, the audience burst into
tremendous applause, expressing the
Chinese people's deep fri,endship for
the peopie and army of the Soviet

{ine pct'formance.

defeat, Ian Mikardo (M.P. Labour)
had this to say: "Labour supporters
vi'ho condemned the Tory government
for its subservience to Washington
now find that their own government
is even more subservient to Washingfon." "That's why," he arided, "man;r
of them didn't come out to vote."

Douglas-Home

THE WEET
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Nam,

resentment

Russell recentlv tore
up his Labour Par$r

Allaun resigned his
stated that the aliiance with the U.S. gorrernment pos-t in
must "have the strongest priority" protest against Wiland defended the U.S. war of aggres- son's subservience to
sion in Viet Nam as "gaining tirne Washingion on the
for the whole free world." Emulating Viet Nam quesiion.

(Continueil from

American

policy"? Extremely dissatisfied with

The British people's

against Wilson's policy in Viet Nam
was reftrected in the Labour Party's
heavy losses duririg the loca1 elections
in May: 590 seats in borough and
urban counciis. Commenting on the

ple's organizations vrere present.

Praphas traitorous regime.

Liao Cheng-chih, in his speech,
praised the Thailand Independence
-l\{o+esrer,rt -{of its'.c ontr i b u i icr+' to t h e
circumstances in which patriotic and Thai people's patriotic fight against
democratic Thai people had risen to U.S. imperiaiism. He proposed a toast
oppose the U.S. occupation of to their victory in this s1rugg1e.
In his reception speech, Mon Kon
Nanakon said that the Thailand Independence Movement rvas b.orn in
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Time
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Metre Bonds
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(G.M.T.)

51. 48. 42

:30 (Stockholm, Poris)

31, 25, 19
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224, 32,
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Peking fime

Bongkok)
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Bo

20:00-21 :00
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EUROPE
Peting Time
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25,
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SOUTHEAST ASIA
Peking fime

Metre Bond!

20:30-21 :3O (N.Z-S.T-)

31

17:30-18:30

50. 43.
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Time
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