FROM CHAIRMAH MAO'S IIIORKS:
"We Csmmunists ought to face the world and brave the storm, the great world of
mass struggle and the mighty storm

of rnass struggle."

-

Get Arganized!
rar{r artatJl

Choirmsn Moo Swirns
our great leader, .once
\-'' again had a good swim in the Yangtse River,
braving the wind and waves on July 16.
a'-THAIRMAN Mao Tse-tung,

The sky over Wuhan that day was trright and clear.
Tens of thousands of people, ebullient with joy, thronged

boih banks of the river.
Chairrnan Mao had swum across the Yangtse at
Wuhan three times in June 1956, and had written his
magnificent and powerful poem Suinming-to the
melody Shui Tiq,o Keh Toa. Ten years later, Chairman
Mao again swam in the great river, staying in the
water for 65 minutes and covering a distance of nearly
15 kilometres. trt was as Chairman Mao had said in his
poem:

"l care not that the wind blows and lhe
waues beat;

It is better than idly strolling in a courtyard."
The happy nelvs about Chairman Mao's latest
swim in the Yangtse soon spread a1l over trVuhan. Filled
with greal joy. the people of this triple city. men and
women and old and young. passed on the rvord: ''Our
respected and beloved leader Chairman Mao is so very
healthy. This is the greatesi happiness for the entire
Chinese people and for the revolutionary people of the
whole world!"
Acting in accordance r,l,ith Chairman Mao's instruction to go and su,im in the big rivers and seas to steel
themselves, 5,000 swirnmers in Wuhan, following the
course charted by Chairman Mao, enthusiastically took
part in the 11th Cross-Yangtse Sr,r'imrning Competition
on the morning of July 16. Our- great leader arrived

in a launch and revietved the competitors. It was
a tremendous inspiration to all the people of V/uhan.
T'he u,aters of the river seemed to be smi.iing that
day. Cheering crowds lined both banks lvhich were
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decorated rviLh colourful banners and huge posters with
slogans. It was a .festive scene, 'with the pcople immelsed in deep joy.

At 9:20 in tne morning, the strains of The East,
Is Red, a song in praise of our belo-",ed leader Chairman
Mao. came throtigh the loudspeakers on both banks,
slil'ring the hearts of everyone on the spot. They
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thought to themseh'es: It was Chairman Mao .rho
a broad, smooth path on the Yangtse for us.
How fine it would be if he could come todar. and see
us cross the river!
Chairman Mao is the red sun in our hearts and is
q,ith us for ever. Just as the competition started. a
fast launch cut through the rvaves and sailed torvards
the-swimmers from the east where the surn was rising.
At that moment, one of the swimmers first caught sight
of the great leader on the launch., Hardly abie to contain his joy, he immediately shouted out: "Chairman
Mao has arrived! Long live Chairman Mao!" Instantly,
the swimmers, holding hundreds of red banners high
above the water. srvam towards Chairman Mao. The
opened

eyes of thousands upon thousands of people on the banks

and in the river. tvhich became red rvith the reflections
of the bannel's. u:ere turned on Chairman Mao! They all
expressed the same rrish: May our great Chairman Mao
live ten thousand years! And they all shouted in one
vcice from their hearts: Iong live Chairman Mao!
Simultaneously u'ith the cheers, all the ships at anchor
sounded their whisties in honour of the great leader.
Cheers intermingled with rvhistles to form a thunderous
roar r;,,hich shook the sky over Wuhan.

Radiant with vigour and in buoyant spirits, Chairman Mao stood on the deck and reviewed the large
numb,er of srvimmbrs battling the waves. At that
moment, the swimmers formed a Great Wali on the
wide river, eleft the waves and valiantly forged ahead,
son:,e holding red banners high and others advancing
rvith big boards inscribed rvith quotations from Chairman Mao's works whiclr read: "Unity, alertness, earnestness and liveliness"; "The imperiaiists are bullying us in such a manner that w-e have to deal with
them seriously"; "Be resolute and unafraid of sacrifice,
su-rmount every difliculty to win victory." Chairman
Mad was filled r,vith great joy to see that the swimmers
rn'ere fired v,rith such revolutionary spirit, so firm in
their determination and so strong in their fighting will.
Nou, walking to the starboard and no-rv to the port
side, he waved to the swimmers amid enthusiastic cheers

and called out to them in a loud voice: "Greetingq
comrades! Long live you comradesl"

The children's srvimming contingent made up of over 200 primary
school pupiis received particular atten-

tion from Charman Mao. Most of them
Young Pioneers from B to 14 years old,
the children breasted the rvaves and
srvam v;gorously <lnward with a board
inscribed with Chairman Mao's words:

"Study diligently and make progress
every day," singing the song We Are
Successors to the Cause of Communism
as ihey advanced. They demonsirated
the revolutionary spirit of red ycungsiers in the Mao Tse-tung era. As the
chiidren swam past, Chairman Mao re-

quested that the launch be steered
torvards them. Seeing Chairman Mao,
the Youirg Pioneers enthusiastically
shouted: "Long live Chairman Mao!"
Beaming with lvarm smiles. Chairman
\l[ao rvaveC to them and said in an affecdonate tone: "Greetings, childrenl"
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Chairma.n Nliao's encouragernent
gave great strength to the children.
Braving the rolhng waves, they su.am
towards their destination.
Nieh Chang-hsin, a srvimmer from
t.l,e militia of the Hankos' Thermal
Porrer Plant, became so excited when
he sarv Chairman Mao that he forgot he
was in the water. Raising both hands,
he shouted: "Long live Chairman Mao!
Long live Chairman Mao!" He leapt
i,nto the air but soon sank into the river
again. He gulped several mouthfuls, but the rvater
tasied especially sweet to him. The 5,000 swimmers,
as excited as this militiaman, swam past Chairman Mao
in groups and, cheering "Irng live Chairman Mao,"
triumphantly reached the destination.
As soon as they r.vent ashore, they tnrned round
and, together \^,ith the tens of thousands of people
thele, warmly cheered Chairman Mao u,ho was on
board the launch in mid stream. As the vessel moved
towards the shore, Chairman Mao, who rvas standing
at the bow, ccntinuously waved his hand and shouted:
"Long iive the people!" The crowds on the shore were
in exuberant spirits; they burst into thunderous cheels
which drowned the roar of the Yangtse's tempestuous
waters.

It was at this joyous moment that Chairman Mao's
launch arrived near the mouth of the Wuchang dykes.
With steady steps, Chairrnan Mao walked dorvn the
gangway and dipped himself in the water fot: a 'uvirile
before stretching out his arms and beginning to swim.
it was exactly 11 o'clock.
The Yangtse w.as in spate; its current was swift
and the rolling waves pounded the shores. Swimmir-rg
in the vast river, Chairman Mao sometimes made his.
4

swim in the Yangtse, braving the wind and lvaves

way through the turbulent waters by side-stroking and
sometimes he floated on his back, locking at the azure
sky. Close by his side in the water were Comrade
Wang Jen-chung, Second Secretary of the CentralSouth China Eureau of the Central Ccmmittee of the
Chinese Communist Party and First Secretar;r of the
Hupeh Provincial Party Committee, and a group of
robust youths.

As Chairman Mao swam through rhe uaves, he
talked animatedty with the comrades around him. A
-vourlg woman told him: "This is the second time I'm
swimming in the Yangtse." Srniling, Chairman Mao
replied: "The Yangtse is wide and deep. It is a good
place to swim in." When Chairman Mao discovered
that another young wornan accompanying hinr could
only swim in one style, he amiably taught her the
Lrack-stroke. He said: "The Yangtse is deep and its
current is s-wift. This can help you train your body
and strengthen your u,ill-power."
When Chairman Mao crossed the Yang-tse for the
fourth time in 1957, he pointed to a lesson: People say
that the Yangtse is a very big river, actually there is
nothing to be afraid of about its size. Isn't U.S. imperialism very big? It turned out to be nothing when
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In 1956 when Chairman Mao

s\&,am

across the Yangtse for the first time, the
broad masses were inspired. Chairman Mao
has said: "S'*.imming is a sp.ort in which the
slvimmers battle against Nature; you should

go into the big rivers and seas to temper
yourselves." Fol1o*-ing his instruction, tens
of thousands of youth and the broad masses
have taken part in su.imming across the
Yangtse on an increasinglv extensive scale
over the last ferv years. During the first
across-the-Yangtse ss.im. among those who
took part- were only som.e ttvo dozen girl
swiminers. Now nearly 1.000 girls t-ake part
every year, among them armed militiawomen. At first, only one boy took part.
Today, however, the children are the vanguard in crossing the river. N{an-r' born after
1956, when Chairman Mao first s\r:am across
the river, now figure prominentl;- in the
cross-Yangtse srvirn.

When it was nearll' noon. a 5-degree
strong rvind swept over the *'ide river,
churning up big waves. The launch waiting
in the middle of the river moved towards
Chairman Mao to take him aboard. Comrade
Wang Jen-chung asked him several times to
go on board to take a rest. Chairman Mao
asked horv long they had been swimming.
When the comrades around said that they
had been s'*,imming f.or 45 minutes, he re-

ffi
Chairman Mao stanrls on the ileck of the launch revier,r'ing
srvimmers battling the n aves of the yangtse

we rebuffed it once. So, there are actually some big
things in the world that are not to be feared.
While swimming, Chairman Mao also chatted with
Comrade Wang Jen-chung at his side. "How is swimming being popularized among the young people in
Wuhan?" he asked. "More and more of them are taking
to the water," replied Wang Jen-chung. "They have
distinguished themselves for being bold, brave and
quick in learning. In general, they take only five or
six days to learn to swim." Then Chairman Mao asked:
"Can one in every three s'uvim?" Comrade Wang Jenchung replied: "Yes." Very much pleased, Chairman Mao
said: "That's very good!" Comrade Wang Jen-chung
reported to Chairman Mao that men of the Chinese
People's Liberation Army and the militia swam across
the Yangtse fuliy armed last year and that students of
the Wuhan Institute of Water Conservancy and El.ectric
Power swam across Tunghu Lake in Wuhan during the
winter. He said that an increasing nurnber of people
had learnt to swim and that the number able to swim
across the Yangtse was growing from year to year.
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plied in the best of spirits: "It's not even
an hour yet!" With that, he continued
swimming to the east. When they had swum
65 minutes, Comrade Wang Jen-chung again
asked Chairman Mao to take a rest on the
launch. Chairman Mao joked: "Since you
are First Secretary of the Provincial Party
Committee here, I have to obey your order!"

Starting from near the mouth of the Wuchang
for nearly 15
kilcmetres to a place near the Wuhan Iron and Steel
Company. When he boarded the launch, he was in high
spirits and showed no signs of fatigue.
dykes, Chairman Mao swam downstream

The news of Chairman Mao's sr,vim in the Yangtse
stirred alI hearts and brought immense inspiration and
strength to everybody.
Wei Yueh-an, political instructor of the 205th group

of the Wuhan Port Administration and one o{ those
in the Yangtse navigational departments who have
distinguished themselves for having studied Chairman
Mao's works well, after he returned to his group,
described to his comrades the memorable scene of how
Chairman Mao reviewed the swimmers and hor,v the
great leader had a good swim in the Yangtse. With
deep emotion, he said: "A docker who spent dozens
of years on the $,ater front, I had my fuli share of
the bitterness and agony of the old 'society. Since

liberation, the people have beeome the masters of their
country. That I r*'as able to swim in the Yangtse

chun, assiduously study the supreme guide (meanlng Chairman Mao's works-?r.), faithfully carry it
out, enthusiastically propagate it and courageously
defend it." On his way back to the power plant. Liu
sang ?he East Is Red together with the others with
deep feeling. A Young Pioneer, tremendously happy
and fiiled rvith emotion after the sr.l,im, took out his
pocket diary and with great care recorded the rnost
unforgettable event in his life: "I saw Chairman Mao
at 10:35 on the morning of July 16, 1966."
On that day, friends from various countries
who were visiting Wuhan after attendlng the AfroAsian Writers' Emergency Meeting watched fr-om on
board boats the spectacular cross-Yangtse competition
of the people of Wuhan. They met the Chinese people's

July 16 was an unforgettable day for the

great leader Chairman Mao u.,hom they had iong utished
to see. The foreign friends cheered Chairrnan l,4ao
enthusiasticaily and the excursion boats resounded with

together s-ith Chairman Mao today is an event I'iI
never forget for the rest cf my life. From now
on I-ll foliow Chairman I\llao's teachings still better.
Wh:je working on the Yangtse, I'11 keep the ir-rterests
of '}.e country and those of the world at heart, study
and apply Chairman Mao's works creatively, do rny
pert to carry out the great proietarian cultural revolution thoroughly, do a good job at work, and make my
corruibution to the buiiding of our great motherland
and to supporting the anti-imperialist, revolutionary
strrrggles of the people of Asia, Aflica and Latin
America. This is how I shall repay the solieitude shown
me by the Party and Chairman Mao."
more

than 300 workels and staff'members and their families
at the repair section of the shipping department of
the Yangtse River Navigation Administration. That
was the day they sarv how healthy and full of spirit
their beloved leader Chairman Mao was, and this made
them immensely happy. The same afternoon the workers wrote stacks of pledges in their ."vorkshops, proclaiming their resolve to raise the great ied banrier
of Mao Tse-tung's thought stili higher', carry the gleat
proletarian cultural revolution through to the end. and
repair vessels in a rvay which would give greater, faster,
better and more economical results, support national
construction and the Vietnamese people in their struggle to defeat U.S. imperialism.

their plaudits. Delegates from Niger, u,hile attencling
the writers' meeting in Peking, eollectively wrote a
poem expressing their great love for Chairman Mao.
It read:
Mao Tse-tung, Aau &re otlr lead.er,
Mao Tse-tung, Aou arb our beecan,
W h i c h illumi n at e s, illu nt inat e s, ill u nti n at e s
The darkest, the farthest horizons. . .
They could not contain their excitement when they
saw Chairman Mao that day. Some friends repeatedly
called out: "Chairman Mao! Chairman Mao!" Others
shouted in Chinese: "Long live Chairman Mao!" Still
others on the boats kept clapping" Friends from Indonesia trecame so excited at seeing Chairman l\{ao that

When worker-swimmer Liu Wu-ching of the
Hankow Thermal Power Plant saw Chairman N{ao in
mid stream, he pledged: "Chairman Mao. I'}i study .your
writings still better and, emurlating Cornrade Liu Ying-

they cheered on and on and then broke into revolutionary songs in porver'ful voices.
Chairman

1\{ao

warrxly clapped
and waved to the
friends from various
countries. They

\Yere very glad to
see him so healthy.

Some

exclaimed:

"Chairman Mao is
in excellent health!"
A friend frorn
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The swimmers advarrce llrrough tke rva,ves, pushing forward }:oards inscribed
rviih extracts from Chairman frleo's rr'rirks and shoul,ing siogans
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Africa remarked:
"Chairman N{acr
has crossed the
Yangtse at such
an advanced age.
Chairman Mao's
good health and
lcng iife is the
happiness of the
world's oppressed
people and of the
pecple of the
rvorld."

'nvhoie
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. Foreign friends very highly praised Chairman
Mao's call to swim across the Yangtse and the fact that
he personally took part in it. They considered it of great

significance. They declared that it was a great, unprecedented event for Chairman Mao to have taken the
lead in crossing the Yangtse and for the Chinese people to follow this with nationrvide swimming activities.
It showed the courage of the Chinese people and their
defiance of a1l. hardships and dangers. Jaoudat al-Rikabi,
a delegate from Syria, commented: "A11 the swimmers
taking part in crossing the Yangtse today looked
strong, enthusiastic and courageous. Chairman Mao's
splendid initiative enables the young people to develop

their physique and foster a sound ideology so that
they are able to make a breakthrough howe"'er
enormous the dilficulties and holever wide the river

may be." These,friends remarked that, from the conquest of the natural trarrier of the Yangtse and the
fearlessness of the people in face of any difficulty, they
saw the splendour of Mao Tse-tung's thought.
Chairman Mao has once again braved the waves

of the Yangtse and had a good slvim for nearly 15
kilometres. This is a great event which has stirred
the hearls of all the people. The cheers of "Long live
Chairrrran Mao" on both banks that day lasted for more
than four hours. These moving scenes have shorvn the
boundless love and respect of the Chinese people for
their great leader Chairman Mao. Guided by the
briliiant thought of Mao Tse-tung. China's 700 million
people are setting their sights on the future and riding
on the wind and \vaves as thev advance.
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Follow Choirrnon Moo ond Advonce in

The Teeth of the Greot Storms
And WoYes
/\ UR resoected and beloved leader Chairman Mao
u r""-trl.rg has once again had a good swim in the
Yangtse River recently, making his way fonri'ard

through the rolling waves; he stayed in the water for
an hour and five minutes and covered a distance of
almost 15 kilometres. As he put it in his poem ten
years ago: "I care not that the wind blorvs and the
waves beat; It is better than idly strolling in a courtyard." When this happy- net's became known, people
all over the country were overjoyed!
Highly elated and with the greatest affection,
hundreds of millions of people unanimously acclaimed
Chairman Mao's good health and wholeheartedly
wished him eternal long life.
I

j,
l

in such good health
and brimming with such energy is a matter of the
greatest happiness for the entire Chinese people. And
it is a matter of the greatest happiness for the revoluThe fact that Chairman Mao is

tionary people throughout the w'orld.
The 10,000-li long Yangtse River is torrential, each
wave pushing the one ahead, each wave higher than
the one before. It symbolizes the history of the Chinese nation and the history of the Chinese revolution.
Chairman Mao has said: "Even great storms are
not to be feared. It is amid great storms that human
society progresses." The storm of class struggle never
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ceases in class society. It is the real motive force
propeliing history foru,ard.
What Chairman Mao likes best is swimming in
gleat rolling rivers and seas. He always encourages
people to temper themselves by swimming in the
rivers, Iakes or seas to bulld up their physiques, will
power. and courage and battle the elements.

Leading the Chinese pL'ople in revolutionary struggle, Chairman Mao has always called on them to be
resolute and unafraid of sacrifice and surmount every
difficulty to win victorY.
Revolution demands a fearless militant spirit'

Chairman Mao has said: People say that the

Yangtse is a very big river, actually there is nothing
to be afraid of about its size' Isn't U.S. imperialism
very big? It turned out to be nothing r,'hen we re-

buffed it once. So, there ale actually some big things
in the world that are not to be feared.

In the course of the Chinese people's revoltttion
during the past decades. rve have gone through one
great storrn after another, bypassed one submerged
rock after another and conquered one ferocious enemy
after anoth€r. How seemingly fierce and arrogant
u'ere the Chiang Kai-shek gang' the Japanese militarists and the U.S. imperialists who once rode rough-

shod over the Chinese people and looked as though
no one in the s'orld could stand up to them ! Yet confronted b;.' the heroic Chinese people, under the leadership of the Communist Party of China and Chairman
Mao. thel' all "weren't u'orth a fig" and were all
defeated.

The period of China's socialist revolution and socialist construction likewise is full of the storms and
waves of class struggle. Co-ordinating with the antiChina adverse current of international imperialism,
modern revisionism and reactionaries of various countries, the overthrorvn class enemies and monsters and
demons of all kinds have stirred up one sinister storm
after another. They have made futile attempts to
subvert China's dictatorship of the proletariat and restore their lost "paradise." With their way illuminated

by the sunlight of the Party and Mao Tse-tung's
thought, the Chinese people in their valiant march forward in the great proletarian cultural revolution have

exposed and smashed these counter-revolutionary plots
for a come-back one after another, or are in the course
of exnosing and smashing them to smithereens.

The revolutionary struggles of the Chinese people
have never been smooth sailing on a calm sea; they
have always encountered countless hardships, hazards
and obstructions. And each time the Chinese people
have passed over a tempestuous wave, their revolutionary u-ill has grol!-n firmer, their revolutionaryforces have grown stronger and they have grorvn
richer in revolutionary experience.

Armed rvith the great thought of Mao Tse-tung,
the 700 million people are a dauntless, heroic people.
We fear neither heaven nor earth, we do not fear imperialism, revisionism, the reactionaries, monsters and
demons of all kinds, or any dilficulties and hardships.
We are capable of creating all kinds of miracles on
earth.

Revolution demands mzrstery of the la'*,s of class
struggle.

Chairman Mao has said: "There are laws governing swimming. It is easier to learn to swim if one
masters them." There are also laws governing revolution. Only by mastering them is it possible to acqu.ire
the ability to keep hold of the reins through all the
developments and changes in the class struggle. Discuss-

ing the question of strategy in China's revolutionarv
war. Chairman Mao has said: "Swimming in the ocean
of war, he [the commander
Ed.] not only must not
- of reaching the opposite
flounder but must make sure
shore rvith measured strokes. The laws for directing
war constitute the art of swimming in the ocean of
war."
To learn to swim rvithout plunging into the water
just doesn't work. No one has ever learnt to srvim
just by standing on the shore and studying one or
another aspect of the art of swimming. And the same
is true of making revolution. You must take part in
actual class struggle, master the laws governing rev8

olution in the storm of class struggle and learn the art
of swimming in class struggle.
' Mao Tse-tung's thought is the philosophy of struggle. Only by creatively studying and applying Chair.man Mao Tse-tung's works in the great storms of revolutionary struggle can one really master Mao Tset,ung's thought.
demands close contact

with the broad

,rr."1x.""'"tion
Chairman l\4ao has maintained the . closest contact
rvith the masses of the people at all tirnes. The masses
acclaim: "Long live Chairman Mao!" and Chairman
Mao acclaims: "Long live the people!" -And so long as
the ?00 million Chinese people rally most closely
around Chairman Mao, the great leader of the revolution, and most resolutely fight under the great banner
of Mao Tse-tung's thought, we shall be invincible in
face ol the enemies throughout the world.

Every proletarian revolutionary fighter must share

the sufferings and the happiness of the

masses, go

through hardships and tribulations together with them,
and temper himself in the flames of revolutionary
struggle. Hothouse flor.vers cannot stand wind and
rveather. they lack vitality. Real proletarian revolutionary fighters ought to face the world and brave the
storrn, the great u,orld of mass struggle and the mighty
storm of mass struggle. The successors to the proletArian revolutionary cause can grow up healthy only
in mass struggles and in the great storms and lvaves
of revolution. The mighty storms and waves of the
revolutionary mass movement are a tremendous force
that mobilizes, educates and remoulds people.

It is amid the great storms and waves of revolutionary struggle that the invincible thought of Mao Tse-tung
has taken shape and developed. Comrade Mao Tsetung has been through tempestuous class struggle of
a kind rare in the history of mankind; he has dra."vn
ou and summed up the experience of the revolutionary
struggles of the people of China and other countries,
and he has inherited and developed Marxism-Leninism
with genius, in an all-round and creative way. Mao
Tse-tung's thought living Marxism-Leninism is
the only correct compass
for the socialist revolution
and socialist construction in our country; it is our
porverful ideological weapon in opposing imperialism
and modern revisionism; it is the supreme guide for
all our actions.
We must study Chairman Mao's works, follow his
teachings and act in accordance rvith his instructions.
We must learn from Chairman Mao Tse-tung's great
revolutionary theory, and we must also learn lrom his
great revolutionary practice. Let us always follow
Chairman Mao, always follow the Party, and bravely
advance in the teeth of the great storms and waves of
the three great revolutionary movements of class struggle, the struggle for production, and scientific experiment

!

("Rentnin Ribao" editorial, JtLly 26,

1966.)
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