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Educated Youth Go to the
Countryside

“Young people with education
going to the couniryside is a matter
ol great importance in China’s so-
cialist revolution and construction.”
This is the opening sentence of the
August 7 Renmin Ribao editorial
entitled “Improve Further the Work
Concerning Educated Young People
Going to the Countryside.”

In the past few years, the editorial
said. several million young people
have gone lo people’s communes,
#order regions, production and con-
struction corps of the army and state
farms to integrate themselves with
the workers and peasants. The edi-
torial summing up experience in this
respect pointed out that under the
leadership of the Party and in the
three great revolutionary movements
of class struggle, the struggle for
production and scientific experiment,
there have emerged large numbers of
advanced collectives and individuals
from among the educated young
people. A number of young people
have been admitted into the Chinese
Communist Party or the Communist
Youth League. some have become
members of leading bodies at various
levels, some have taken up various
kinds of work at the grass-roots, and
#Mne have made inventions and
wreations.  They have become an
active and vital force in the socialist
revolution and construction in the
rural areas.

The editorial continued: “This rev-
olutionary flow of educated youth to
the countryside has sirongly pounded
the old idea and habit of looking
down on the peasants and manual
labour fostered by the exploiting
classes for thousands of years. This
has played a tremendous role in
changing habits and customs and
transforming society, brought closer
the relatlions between town and
country and strengthened the worker-
peasant alliance. It has exerted and
will continue to exert a profound in-

fluence in China’s political, ideologi-
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cal, economic, cultural and other

spheres.”

“That such a vast number of young
students are going to the country-
side in China every year vividly
shows the superiority of our socialist
system,” t{he editorial said. The
transformation of our countryside,
it pointed out, requires large numbers
of educated young people to take part
in building a new socialist country-
side. Tempering the young people
and helping them to become mature
in the rural areas is also an impor-
tant way to train successors to carry
on the cause of proletariun revolu-
tion, The countryside is also a uni-
versity in which the young people can
learn many things and do a great
deal of work. Re-educated by the
poor and lower-middle peasants and
gradually becoming integrated with
the working people, the educated
young people will become workers
with both socialist consciousness and
culture.

The editorial called on leading
cadres at all levels {o strengthen lead-
ership, conscientiously carry out
Chairman Mao’s directives, map out
an overall plan to solve the problems
these educated young people en-
counter in their advance and imple-
ment the Party’s various policies so
as to help the young people live in
the countryside for a long period.

“The next 50 to 100 years or so,
beginning from now,” said the edi-
torial, “will be a
great era of radic-
al change. The
look of our coun-
try. especially that
of the rural areas,
will undergo phe-
nomenal changes.”
The editorial cal-
led on the young
people going to
the countryside to
set high aims and
have lofty goals,
take root and ma-
ture in the coun-
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tryside, and together with the poor
and lower-middle peasants make still
greater contributions in modernizing
agriculture and in fulfilling the his-
torical mission of building a new so-
cialist couniryside.

Peking Ready for A.A.A. Table
Tennis Meet

Preparations for the Asian-Afvican-
Latin American (A.A.A.) Table Ten-
nis Friendship Invitational Tourna-
ment. scheduled to be held from
August 25 to Seplember 7, are basical-
ly complete. Work started months ago
with the assistance of the Chinese
Government and the co-operation and
support of friends in Asian, African
and Latin American countries.

Preparatory work has been rather
heavy because of the scale of the tour-
nament and the large number of
participants. To rationally organize
several thousand matches within a
matter of five or six days from the
drawing of lots to the opening of the
tournament and to arrange for re-
sults to be announced as quickly as
possible — all this demands melicu-
lous work on the part of members
of the competitions group. More
than 200 referees and umpires from
all parts of China, one-third of them
women, are busy getling refresher
training before the games so as o
do a better job.

(Continued on p. 8.)
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