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Chairman Mao Meets President Stevens

CHAIRMAN Mao Tsetung met Dr. Siaka Stevens,

President of the Republic of Sierra Leone, in a
cordial and friendly atmosphere on the afterncon of
November 1.

President Stevens is the fifth head of state in Africa
who has come to visit China this year. When President
Stevens. accompanied by D.E.F. Luke, Minister of Ex-
lernal - Affairs, arrived at Chungnanhai in Peking,
Chairman Mao warmly shook hands with them. Pres-

e~ident Stevens said: “We are very happy to be here.”

Chairman Mao said: “We are also very glad to meet
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you. We wish all of you in Africa further develop-
ment. Your development will be beneficial to the
whole of the world. The African people are bound to
stand up.”

At the suggestion of Chairman Mao, the leaders of
the two countries had a photograph taken together at
the end of the meeting.

Present on the occasion were Premier Chou En-lai,
Vice-Chairman Wang Hung-wen.  Assistant Foreign
Minister Wang Hai-jung, and Tang Wen-sheng ang Shen
Jo-yun.




President Stevens Visits China

FEKING warmly welcomed last
week Dr. Siaka Stevens, Presi-
tont of the Republic of Sierra Leone.
The Head of State [rom this friendly
ecuntry in west Africa arrived in the
capilal on November 6 for a state
visit to China.

Accompanying the President were
D.EF. Luke. Minister of External
Affairs, and other distinguished
Sierra Leone guests.

On November 6, tens of thousands
al people in Peking gathered at the
airport and in the main sireets of
the capital to give an enthusiastic
welcome {o the African guests and
express firm support for the Sierra
Leone people’s just struggle in safe-
guarding national independence and
state sovereignty.

Premier Chou En-lai, Vice-Premier
Teng Hsiao-ping, Vice-Chairman of
the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Hsu Hsiang-
chien  and Toreign Minister Chi
Peng-fei were among those welcom-
ing President Stevens at the airport.

China and Sierra Leone are
separated by tens of thousands of
miles, but the two peoples have
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sympathized
common

always supported and
with each other in their
struggle against Imperialism and
colonialism. When Sierra  Leone
proclaimed its independence in 1961,
the Chinese Government cabled
recognition and congratulations and
sent a delegation to participate in
the cclebrations.

President Stevens has all along
made ecfforts to promote [riendly
relations between Sierra Leone and
China. In 1963, he came to China
on o [riendly visit as the head
of a delegation. A government dele-
gation led by Christian Kamara-
Taylor visited China in 1971. In the
same year China and Sierra Leone
established diplomatic relations,
thereby opening broader prospects
for [Iriendly co-opcration between
the two countries.

Since the establishment of diplo-
matic relations, friendly relations
and co-operation based on the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
have been growing daily between
both countries. President Stevens’
second visit will surely make new
contributions to the development of
this friendship.

President

Chairman Mao met
Stevens in Chungnanhai the day
alter the guests arrived. Promicr
Chou gave a grand banquet in the
Great Hall of the People in honour
of the guests that evening. The Pre-
mier and the President declivered
warm speeches at the banquet. (For
excerpls of the speeches see pp. 8-9.)

President Stevens and Premier
Chou had sincere and friendly talks
in Peking. The Sierra Leone guests
visited the Peking Iron Mine, the
Miyun Reservoir, and an exhibition
on arts and crafts and toured the
Great Wall, Ting Ling (one of the
Ming tombs) and other places of in-g
terest. They were warmly welcomed
wherever they went.

President Stevens gave a banquet
on the eve of his departure from Pe-
king. Chinese leaders Chou En-lai,
Teng Hsiao-ping, Hsu Hsiang-chien,
and Chi Peng-fei atlended. Hosts and
guests toasted the steady develop-
ment of friendly relations and co-
operation between both countries, the
constant growth of friendship be-
iween the iwo peoples, and the ever
stronger unity of the peoples of
Africa and the rest of the Third
World.

President Stevens and his party
left Peking on November 10 to visit
other parts of the country.
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