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At Special Session of U.N. General Assembly

Speech by Teng Hsiao-ping, Chairman of
Delegation of People’s Republic of China

The Sixth Special Session of the U.N. General
Assembly to study the problems of raw materials and
development opened on the afternoon of April 9 at the
U.N. Headquarters in New York. It has been announced

. that among those attending the special session are heads

of state or ministers of some 60 countries, mainly the
Third World countries.

At the opening meeting, President of the 28th
Session of the U.N. General Assembly Leopoldo Benites
of Ecuador was re-elected President of this special
session. All the Vice-Presidents of the 28th Session of
the U.N. General Assembly, including China, were also
re-elected Vice-Presidents of the session.

General debate began on April 10. President Houari
Boumediene of the Council of Revolution of Algeria
was the first to speak that day. Teng Hsiao-ping, Chair-
man of the Delegation of the People’s Republic of China
and Vice-Premier of the State Council, addressed the
meeting on the afternoon of the same day. Full text of
his speech follows. — Ed.

. Mr. President,

The special session of the United Nations General
Assembly on the problems of raw materials and develop-
ment is successfully convened on the proposals of Pres-
ident Houari Boumedicne of the Council of Revolution
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Algeria and with
the support of the great majority of the countries of
the world. This is the first time in the 29 years since
the founding of the United Nations that a session is
held specially to discuss the important question of oppos-
ing imperialist exploitation and plunder and effecting
a change in international economic relations. This re-
flects that profound changes have taken place in the
international situation. The Chinese Government ex-
tends its warm congratulations on the convocation of
this session and hopes that it will make a positive con-
tribution to strengthening the unity of the developing
countrics, safeguarding their national economic rights
and inlerests and promoting the struggle of all peoples

against imperialism, and particularly against hege-
monism.

At present, the international situation is most
favourable to the developing countries and the peoples
of the world. More and more, the old order based on

“colonialism, imperialism and hegemonism is being

undermined and shaken to its foundations. International
relations are changing drastically. The whole world is,
in turbulence and unrest. The situaliion is one of “great.
disorder under heaven,” as we Chinese put it. This,
“disorder” is a manifestation of the sharpening of all
the basic contradictions in the contemporary world, It
is accelerating the disintegration and decline of the
decadent reactionary forces and stimulating the awaken-
ing and growth of the new emerging forces of the people.

In this situation of “great disorder under heaven,”
all the political forces in the world have undergone
drastic division and recalignment through prolonged
trials of strength and struggle. A large number of Asian,
African and Latin American couniries have achieved
independence one after another and they are playing
an ever greater role in international affairs. As a result
of the emergence of social-imperialism, the socialist
camp which existed for a time after World War II is no
longer in existence. Owing to the law of the uneven
development of capitalism, the Western imperialist bloc,
too, is disintegrating. Judging [rom the changes in in-
ternational relations, the world today actually consists
of three parts, or three worlds, that are both intercon-
nected and in contradiction to one another. The United
States and the Soviet Union make up the First World.
The developing couniries in Asia, Africa. Latin America
and other regions make up the Third World. The
developed couniries between the two make up the
Second World.

The two superpowers. the United States and the
Soviet Union, are vainly secking world hegemony. Each
in its own way attempls to bring the developing coun-
tries of Asia, Africa and Latin America under its con-
trol and, at the same time, to bully the developed coun-
tries that are not their match in strength.




The two superpowers are the biggest international
exploiters and oppressors of today. They are the source
of a new world war. They both possess large numbers
of nuclear weapons. They carry on a keenly contested
arms race, stalion massive forces abroad and set up
military bases everywhere, threatening the independence
and sceurity of all nations. They both keep subjecting
other countries to their control, subversion, interference
or aggression.  They both exploit other countiries eco-
nemically, plundering their wealth and grabbing theiv
yesources. In bullying others, the superpower which
flaunts the label of socialism is especially vicious. It
has dispatched its armed forces to occupy its “ally”
Czechoslovakia and instigated the war to dismember
Pakistan. It does not honour its words and is perfidious;
it is scll-seeking and unscrupulous.

The case of the devcloped countries in between the
superpowers and the developing couniries is a com-
plicated one. Some of them still retain colonialist rela-
tions of one form or another with Third World countrics,
and a country like Portugal even continues with its bar-
barous colonial rule. An end must be put to this state
of affairs. At the same time, all these developed coun-
tries are in varying degrees controlled, threatened or
bullied by the one superpower or the other. Some of
ihem have in fact been reduced by a superpower to the
‘position of dependencies under the signboard of its so-
called “family.” In varying degrees, all these countries
have the desire of shaking off superpower enslavement
or control and safeguarding their national independence
and the integrity of their sovereignty..

The numerous developing countries have long
;suf[ered from colonialist and imperialist oppression and
.éxploitation. They have won political indeperidénce, yet
lall of them still face the-historic task of clearing out the
remnant forces of colonialism, developing the national
‘economy and consolidating national independence.
These countries cover vast territories, encompass a
large population and abound in natural resources.
Having suffered the heaviest oppression, they have the
‘strongest desire to oppose oppression and seek liberation
:and development. In the struggle for national liberation
and independence, they have demonstrated immense
‘power and continually won splendid victories. They
vonstitute a revolutionary motive force propelling the
wheel of world history and are the main force combat-
ing colonialism, imperialism, and particularly the
SUPCrpOWersS.

Since the two superpowers are contending for world
hegemony, the contradiction between them is irrecon-
cilable; one either overpowers the other, or is over-
powered. Their compromise and collusion can only be
partial, temporary and relative, while their contention
is all-embracing, permanent and absolute. In the final
analysis, the so-called “balanced reduction of forces”
and “strategic arms limitation” are nothing but empty

‘talk, for in fact there is no “balance,” nor can there

possibly be “limitation.” They may reach certain agree-

{ments, but their agreements are only a facade and a’

deception. At bettom, they are aiming al greater and
fiercer contention. ‘'The contention between the super-
powers extends over the enlire globe. Strategically.
Europe is the focus of their contention, where they are
in constant tense confrontation. They are intensifying
their rivalry in the Middle East, the Meditcrrancan,
the Persian Gulf, the Indian Ocecan and the Pacific.
Every day. they talk about disarmament but are actually
engaged in arms expansion. Every day, they talk about
“detente” but are actually creating fension. Wherever
they contend, turbulence oceurs. So long as imperialism
and social-imperialism exist, there delinitely will be no
hanqmllxty in the world, nor will there be “lasting
peace.” Either they will fight cach other, or the people
will rise in revolution. It is as Chairman Mao Tsetung
has said: The danger of a new world war still exists,
and the people of all countries must get prepared. But
revolutien is the main trend in the world today.

The two superpowers have created their own an-
tithesis. Acting in the way of the big bullying the small,
the strong domineering over the weak and the rich
oppressing the poor, they have aroused strong resistance
among the Third World and the people of the whole
world. The pcople of Asia, Africa and Lalin America
have been winning new victories in their struggles
against colonialism, imperialism and particularly hege-
monism. The Indochinese peoples are continuing to
press forward in their struggles against U.S. imperialist
aggression and for national liberation. In the 4th Middle
East war, the people of the Arab countries and Palestine
broke through the control of the two superpowcrs and
the state of “no war, no peace” and won a tremendous
victory ever the Israeli aggressors. The African people’s
struggles against imperialism, colonialism and racial
discrimination are developiig in depth. The Republit
of Guinea-Bissau was born in glory amidst the flames
of armed struggle. The armed struggles and mass move-
ments carriecd out by the peoples of Mozambique,
Angola, Zimbabwe, Namibia and Azania against Por-
tuguese colonial rule and white racism in South Africa
and Southern Rhodesia are surging ahead vigorously.
The struggle to defend sea rights initiated by Latin
American countries has grown into a worldwide strug-
gle against the maritime hegemony of the two super-
powers. The 10th Assembly of the Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unily, the
4th Summit Conference of the Non-Aligned Countries,
the Arab Summit Conference and the Islamic Summit
Conference successively voiced strong condemnation
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, hege-
monism, Zionism and racism, demonstrating the develop-
ing countries’ firm will and determination to strengthen
their unity and support one another in their common
struggle against the hated encmies. The struggles of
the Asian, African and Latin American countries and
people, advancing wave upon wave, have exposed the
essential weakness of imperialism, and particularly the
superpowers, which are outwardly strong but mwaxdly
fecble, and dealt heavy blows at their wild ambitions to.
dominate the world. =d
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