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47th Anniversary of Founding of
P.L.A. Celebrated

HE Chinese Ministry of National

Delence gave a grand reception
in Peking on the evening of July 31
to warmly celebrate the 47th anniver-
sary (which falls on August 1) of the
founding of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army,

The reception was held in the ban-
quet hall of the Great Hall of the
People. In the middle of the back-

Adrop on the rostrum was a huge

portrait of Chairman Mao, the great
leader of the Chinese people,
flanked by ten red banners. The
reception proceeded in a revolution-
ary atmosphere of unity for victory.

Present at the reception were Chi-
nese Party and state leaders Chou
En-lai, Wang Hung-wen, Yeh Chien-
yving. Chu Teh, Chang Chun-chiao,
Chiang Ching, Yao Wen-yuan, Li
Hsien-nien, Teng Hsiao-ping, Chen
Hsi-lien, Chi Teng-kuei, Hua Kuo-
feng, Wu Teh, Su Chen-hua, Saifu-
din, Ni Chih-fu, Chen Yun, Li Fu-
chun, Hsu Hsiang-chien, Nieh Jung-
chen, Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme, Chou

®NChien-jen: Teng Tai-yvan and Hsu

Teh-heng. Vice-Chairmen of the Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative Con-
ference; Keng Piao, Head of the In-
ternational Liaison Department of
the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China; Chi Peng-fei,
Minister of Foreign Affairs: and
Hsiao Ching-kuang and Su Yu, Vice-
Ministers of National Defence.

Among the guests were General
Duong Sam Ol, senior official of the
Royal Government of National Union
of Cambodia, and Madame Duong
Sam Ol, members of foreign delega-
tions now in Peking, foreign diplo-
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malic envoys to China and mililary
attaches of foreign embassies in
Peking.

Yeh Chien-ying, Vice-Chairman of
the C.P.C. Central Committee and
Vice-Chairman of the Military Com-
mission of the C.P.C. Central Com-
mittee, said in his toast at the recep-
tion: “We greet the 47th anniversary
of the founding of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army at a time
when an excellent situation prevails
in China, with the movement to
criticize Lin Piao and Confu-
cius developing in depth. On be-
half of the Ministry of National
Defence of the People’s Republic of
China, I extend a warm welcome and
express heartfelt gratitude to all our
guesis and friends present at the re-
ception here this evening for joining
us in celebrating this glorious fes-
tival.” He proposed a toast to the
health and long life of Chairman
Mao, the greatl leader of the Chinese
people, 1o the great vietories the Chi-
nese People’s Liberation Army has
won together with the Chinese peo-
ple, and to the friendship between
the people of various countries.

Present on the occasion were:
Leading members of various general
departments of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army, the P.L.A. Science
and Technology Commission for Na-
tional Defence, various services and
arms, military academies, the P.L.A.
Peking Units and the Peking Garri-
son; leading members of departments
under the C.P.C. Central Committee
and the State Council and the Peking
Municipal Revolutionary Committee;
P.L.A. combal heroes and models,
representatives of advanced units in
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the criticism of Lin Piao and Con-
fucius, representatives of militia and
families of armymen and revolu-
tionary martyrs, as well as repre-
sentatives of Peking workers. poor
and lower-middle peasants, literary
and art and sports circles

A military band plaved In Praise
of the Great, Gilorinus and Correct
Commaunist Pariy o! China. Chair-
man Mao, You Are the Red Sun in
Our Hearts, The Three Main Rules of
Discipline and Eighi Points for Af-
tention and other songs al the recep-
tion.

Comrades and foreign friends pres-
ent at the reception proposed toasts
time and again in warm congratula-
tion of the tremendous victories won
by the Chincse People's Liberation
Army and the Chinesc people in the
socialist revolution and construction
and the steady enhancement of the
solidarity and friendship between ihe
people of China and other countries.

D.R.V.N. Government Economic
Delegation Welcomed

Li Hsien-nien, Member of the
Political Burcau of the Central Com-
miftee of the Communist Party of
China and Vice-Premier, gave a
banquet on August 2 in the Great
Hall of the People to warmly
welcome the Government Economic
Delegation of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam led by Le
Thanh Nghi, Member of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of
the Viet Nam Workers’ Party and
Vice-Premier of the D.R.V.N. Gov-
ernment,

The two vice-premiers spoke at
the banquet, which was filled with
warm {friendship.

Vice-Premier Li warmly welcomed
the visit to China by the Viet-
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aamese  comrades and heartily
wished the people of Viet Nam new
and still greater victories in their
revolutionary struggle and socialist
construction.

Vice-Premicr Li Hsien-nien stated:
Since the signing of the Paris
agreement, the people of Viei Nam
have worked unremittingly for the
complete implementation of  the
agreement. The  Saigon  regime,
however, with the support of the

U.S. Government, has time and
again violated the agreement and

disrupted its implementation. He
reiteraled that “the Government and
people of China resolutely support
the position taken by the Govern-
ment of the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam and the Provisional Rev-
olutionary = Government of the
Republic of South Viet Nam on
strict implementation of the Paris
agreement and resolutely support the
Vietnamese people in their just
struggle.™

Concluding, Vice-Premier Li Hsicn-
nien said: “China and Viet Nam,
linked by mountains and rivers and
related to each other like lips to
teeth, are close and fraternal social-
ist neighbours. The people of our
two countries have always supported,
helped, and encouraged each other
and advanced shoulder to shoulder
whether in the arduous years of war
ot in the period of building social-
ism. The great fricndship and mili-
tant solidarity between our two peo-
ples, which were fostered by the
Chinese people’s great leader Chair-
man Mao and the Vielnamese peo-
ple’s great leader the late President
Ho Chi Minh, are based on Marxism-
Leninism and  proletarian inter-
nationalism. The Chincse pcople are
determined to follow their great
leader Chairman Mao's teachings and
make their own contributions to
further strengthening the great
friendship and militant solidarity
between our two Parties, two coun-
tries and two peoples.”

In his speech, Vice-Premier Le
Thanh Nghi spoke highly of the mil-
itant friendship between the two
Partics, two countries and two peo-
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ples of Viet Nam and China. He
said:  “The Viet Nam Workers’
Party, the Government and the on-
tire people of Viet Nam have always
paid close attention to safeguarding
and further consolidating and devel-
oping the fraternal, militant soli-
darity and economic, scientific
and technical co-operation between
Viet Nam and China. We are very
glad to see thal the Vietnamesc peo-
ple’s protracted and arduous revo-
lutionary cause that has been
crowned with brilliant victories has
all along received powerful and
valuable support and aid from the
Chinese  Communist Party, the
Chinese Government and the fra-
ternal Chinese people.™

Speaking about the present situa-
tion in south Viet Nam, Vice-
Premier Le Thanh Nghi said: “Since
the Paris agreement on Viet Nam
was signed, the United Stales and
the Saigon regime have been
ceaselessly creating a grave situation
in south Viet Nam. The United
States still refuses to stop its military
involvement in south Viet Nam and
its interference in the internal alf-
fairs of the south:; and it is still
pushing neo-colonialism in a vain at-
tempt to perpectuate the division ol
Viet Nam. The Nguyen Van Thieu
regime is continuing to intensily its
war action, undermining the nego-
tiations and refuses to accept the
just demands of the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of South Viet Nam.”

He pointed out: “The present
task of our Vietnamese people is to
wage a resolute struggle against any
plot and act by the US. and the
Saigon regime which seriously vio-
late the Paris agreement on Viet
Nam, and to resolutely struggle for
safeguarding a lasting peace, build-
ing up and consolidating the liberat-
ed areas, achieving independence
and democracy in the south and
proceeding to realize the peaceful
reunification of the fatherland.” He
said, in the north, “our task for this
new period is to make concentrated
efforts to promote socialist indus-
trialization and socialist consiruction,
improve the people’s living, consol-

idate national defence and build an
increasingly strong socialist north
S0 as to successfully fulfil our duty
to our kith and kin in the south and
actively support the fraternal peoples
of Laos and Cambodia.”

The Vietnamese delegation headed
by “Vice-Premier Le Thanh Nghi
arrived in Peking on August 1 and
was warmly welcomed at the airport
by Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien and
others,

The two vice-premiers held talks
on August 2.

During their stay in Peking, the
Vietnamese comrades-in-arms visited
factories and a people’s commune on
the outskirts.

Vice-Premier Teng Meets
Swiss Visitors

Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping on
August 3 had a friendly conversa-
fion with Pierre Graber, Member of
the Federal Council and Head of the
Political Department of the Swiss
Confederation, and his party.

The distinguished Swiss guests
who arrived in Peking on August 2
were feted by Foreign Minister Chi
Peng-fei on August 3. Vice-Premier
Teng Hsiao-ping was present at the
banquet.

Among the guests were the Swiss
Ambassador to China Albert-Louis
Natural and his wife. leading -
members of the Swiss Industrial
Technology Exhibition, which open-
ed on August 7 in Peking. and Swiss
correspondents accompanying Pierre
Graber to China.

Chi Peng-fei and Pierre Graber
proposed toasts at the banquet given
in honour of the visitors.

In his toast, Foreign Minister Chi
Peng-fei extended a warm welcome
to the distinguished guests.

The Chinese Foreign Minister said
that in the last few years, thanks 1o
the joint efforts of both sides, the
friendly contacts between the gov-
ernments and people of China and
Switzerland have grown daily and
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