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Madame Imelda Marcos’ Visit to China Velcomed

Madame Imelda Romualdez Marcos,
wife of the President of the Republic
of the Philippines, and her entourage
arrived in Peking by special plane on
September 20 for a friendly visit to
China at the invitation of Premier
Chou En-lai.

She is visiting China as the special
representative of President Marcos.

Welcoming the distinguished guests
at the airport were Vice-Premier Li
Hsien-nien and leading members of
the dcpartments concerned. More

M than 2,000 people in the capital

turned out to greet the visitors on
their arrival. ;
Peking Airport flew the national
flags of China and the Philippines.
Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien and
others went forward to shake hands
with Madame Marcos and other dis-
tinguished Philippine guests as they
stepped down from the plane. Two
girls presenied bouquets to Madame
Marcos. Youngsters danced and
waved colourful ribbons and flowers.

Madame Teng Ying-chao greeted
Madame Marcos and her party at the
Guest House.
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Premier Chou En-lai with Madame Ymelda Marcos.

In a hospital that afternoon,
Premier Chou En-lai met with
Madame Imelda Romualdez Marcos
and had a friendly conversation with
her.

Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr., son of
President Marcos, was present on
the occasion.

During the meeting, Madame
Imelda Marcos first ¢f all conveyed
the Philippine President’s regards to
Premier Chou I'n-lai. Premier Chou
En-lai extended a warm welcome to
Madame Marcos on her visit to
China, and asked her to convey his
regards to President Marcos.

Present at the meeting were
Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien and
Deputy Department Directors of
the Foreign Minisiry Chang Han-chih
and Kao Chien-chung.

In the evening. Chinese leaders
Chiang Ching and Li Hsien-nien mat
with the distinguished Philippine
guests. They had a friendly conversa-
tion and were photographed together.

Li Hsien-nien was host at a banquet
given in the name of Premier Chou
En-lai on the evening of September
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20 to warmly welcome the guests
from the Philippines. Vice-Premier
Li Hsien-nien and Madame Marcos
spoke at the banquet.

Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien said:
“China and the Philippines are neigh-
bours separated by a strip of water
Between the peoples of our two coun-
tries, there exists a traditional friend-
ship of leng standing. They have
the common experience of suffering
long from foreign aggression and
oppression and have always sym-
pathized with and supported each
other in the struggle against colonial-
ism and imperialism. Today, both
our countries are developing coun-
tries belonging to the Third World.
We are glad to note that in recent
years. thanks to the joint efforts o!
our lwo sides. Iriendly exchanges
between China and the Philippines
have been resumed and developed.
and the trade between our two coun-
tries has steadily increased. This is
another proof thal countries with
different social systems can develop
relations on the basis of the prin-
ciples of mutual respect for sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity,
mutual non-aggression, non-infer-
ference in each other's internal
affairs, equality and mutual benelfit,
and peaceful coexistence. We believe
that the visit of Madame Imelds
Mareos will make a new contribution
to promoiing the relations between
China and the Philippines and the
friendship between our two peoples,”

In her speech, Madame Marcos
expressed the hope that the peace
and friendship between the two
counfries and two peoples of tho
Philippincs and China would be fur-
ther expanded and continued.

She said: “Our people, living so
close to China, cannot be indifferent
to the events that have transformed
the great Chinese nation and altered
the course of human history under
the leadership of Chairman Mao
Tsetung. Neither have the Chinese
people been indifferent to us.™

“Il is my hope that in the course
of this goodwill visit, we can explore
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A warm welcome for Madame

with the leaders of the People’s Re-
‘public of China the possibilities for
closer and stable relations between
our peoples based on ecquality and
mutual respect,” she stated.

Madame Marcos said: “I look
forward to the opportunity of see-
ing at first hand the achievements
of the People’s Republic of China.”

“Today, our two peoples living so
close to each other as neighbours can
benefit from each other’s experience
as they endeavour to achieve progress
through modernization and thus
command their destiny.”

“By your success in restoring pride
and dignity to your people you have
also inspired and ennobled the Filipi-
nos,” Madame Marcos said.

_Vice-Premier Li Hsicn-nien held
talks with Madame Marcos during
her stay in Peking. She visited the
Palace Museum, the Great Wall and
other places of historic interest as
well as a people’s commune on the
outskirts of Peking. She was invited
to see the performances of the
modern revolutionary dance-drama
Red Detachment of Women and the
modern revoluiionary Peking opera
Azalea Mountain. On September 23,
Comrade Chiang Ching arranged a
concert for Madame Imelda Marcos

and other distinguished Philippine
guests. She infroduced notled Chi-

nese literary and art persenalilies Lo
the guests.

" Madame Imelda Marcos gave a
banquet at the Great Hall of the
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Imelda Marcos at the airport.

People on the evening of Scptember
23. Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien at-
tended the banguet on behall of
Premier Chou En-lai.

Madame Marcos and Vice-Premier
Li Hsien-nien spoke at the banquet.

In her speech, Madame Marcos
expressed her thanks to Premier
Chou En-lai for veceiving her im-
mediately upon her arrival in
Peking. She said: “We held discus-
sions on matters of mutual interest
and concern betwesen our two coun-
tries which quickly sef a climate of
understanding and goodwill for my
visit.”

She said: “I believe that growing
contacts in the cultural and eco-
nomic fields are the forerunmer of
more stable and laslting relations.
As a matter of fact, within the
framework of the United Nations,
we have established closer confacts
and found common cause in furti:er-
ing the interests of the Third World
in the United Nations systen.

“The achievements of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China have compel-
led the admiration and respect of
the world. This attilude is strength-
ened by the solemn and oli-repeated
commitment of the People’s Repub-
lic of China to the principles of
respect for national sovereignty and
territorial integrity, mutual non-

other’s internal affairs, equalily and
mutual benefit, and peaceful co-
existence. The resl of the world has

also noted the relevance of your

numerous initiatives in international
councils to defend the right to
cquality of weaker and smaller
states in the United Nations.”

Madame Marcos reiterated: “We
in the Philippines share in the belief
that respect for the sovereignly and
the right of self-determination of
peoples -is the true cornerstone of
harmonious international relations.”
“We do not believe in the hegemony
of any single power or culture in
Asia. Rather, as President Ferdinand
E. Marcos has sought by his earnest
advocacy of an Asian forum, we must
build the stability and harmony of
Asia on the basis of a consensus
among the peoples of the region re-
gavrdless of political differences.”

“We are approaching a new stage
in the historic relationships between
China and the Philippines. From
where we now stand we can see ex-
pansive vistas of potential co-opera-
tion between our two countries,”
she said.

¢ Madame Marcos said: “On this
occasion, I would also like to pay
tribute to the beloved leader of
China, Chairman Mao Tsetung. He
has shaped the course of history as
few men have done. The great rev-
olution of which he is the chief
architect has transformed China and
made its influence felt throughout
the world., He is alrcady universally
recognized as one of the most
eminent personages of our time. Yet
he continues, humbly and quietly,

to serve his people with completc @

devotion.”

In his speech, Vice-Premier Li
Hsien-nien said: “During her stay
in  Peking, Madame Marcos mei
Premier Chou En-lai and Comrade
Chiang Ching and had friendly con-
vorsations with them. In the last
fow days, our two sides carried on a
sincere exchange of views on further
developing the relations between
our iwo countries and other ques-
tions of common concern, and posi-
tive results have been achicved. The
distinguished guests have visited
places of interest and come into
friendly contact with our people in
Peking, which has increased the
mutual understanding between our
two peoples.”
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