
nism ,.an 

-Jb? a r e c e ^-S i f e^? n conference, gn, tej^ehing Russian, 
f^- th e 'Soviet, author i t i es decided to speed u p impos 
i n g ,_the language .on the non-Russ ian. peoples. They 
thus r ev i ved the old' tsar 's I ' ' ' compulsory 'o f f i c ia l language 
system"; .which L e n i n denounced l ong ago. 

!. Ih . rh i s : article--Js 'a- 'Compulsory Official' Langiiage 
Hgedf&l L e h i n po in t ed out t h a t " a compulsory ' o f f i c ia l 
If&gftB^fag^e^tskiXminf the. .use o f - the cudge l . " He 
sa id ; " I n -graqt^cejr - .^-mja.ns^atr th.e,laagirag.e/Qf,.1;he 
(Jreat .Russians, •wh.o. -.are; .a,, ̂ ffij^gfity, ^ ^ t h e r ; p o p u } a % n 
of Russia, is imposed upqx i . ^^e ; - j ^ t i o| ; ^ . . pppHte t i oa 
o f Russia. Tha t i s , w h y Russ^ar^ Marx i s t s say t h a t 
there mus t b.e, np compulsory o f f i c i a l language." : 

-p.-r'Spcaking o f the ' ' oppressed • ."nations lai'er 2 "Lenin 
s.tres.sgd'lihe>necessity i ta . f ' i i o t i i on ly , .promote t i e -actual 

equal i ty , b u t also t h e development o f ' t h e language arid 
l i t e r a t u r e of the w o r k i n g people of tb .e fbrmer ly 'oppress-
ed "nations." (Draft Programme of the R.C.P. [$.].-) H e 
also declared t h a t , Russian. Communis ts " m u s t in 
every wa3 r counteract .attempts at Russi f ieat ioh tha t 
push th e Ukra in ian; . ^,anguage in t o the backg round . " 

• iP,raft.Resolution of..the C.C., R.C.P. [B.] on Soviet 
Jtule-in the Ukraine.) 

Openly ' 'be t ray ing Lenin 's ' teachings, the '•Elir lush-
eho-v-Brezhhev c l ique 'has done i t s ' u t m o s t ' t o (exalt>4n'e 
Russian' language : and push the- languages ' : oF the n o n -
Russ ian peoples i n t o • a 'secondary pos i t ion so -as t d f o r c ib l y 
- 'Russify" " them. ' '= - ' • •-' ; • 

T r y i n g to. j u s t i f y , impos i t i on of . the. Russian l ang 
uage on the non-Russian peoples,. an a l ternate member 
o f the : po l i t i ca ls bureau of", the - Sov ie t "revis ionist ' p a r t y 
ctecj.ared.;at -the conference .that " t h e Russian l a n g u a g e 
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'is the greatest achievement o'f the l ingu is t i c cu l ture of 
a l l m a n k i n d " a n d t h a t " i t is t h e a l loy of the most 
magni f i cent gems f r o m t h e treasure-house of mank ind ' s 
cu l tu r e . " The Soviet revis ionists also c la imed t h a t the 
Russian language is " t h e language of r e v o lu t i on , " w h i c h 
" immeasurab l y enriches ' " the languages of t h e n o n -
Russian peoples. " I t (the Russian language) enables 
na t i ona l w r i t e r s to express and convey a l l the subtlest 
nuances i n h u m a n though t a n d feeling's." T h a t is to 
say, t h e languages of the non-Russ ian peoples are n o t 
" languages of r e v o l u t i o n " and no t ' - ' r ich" enough to 
"convey a l l the subtlest nuances i n h u m a n t h o u g h t and 
feelings.". So the non-Russian peoples have to l e a rn 
Russian and p u t the i r o w n languages i n a secondary 
pos i t ion or even g ive t h e m u p completely. 

Design to Wipe O u t Non-Russ ian 
Peoples ' Languages 

" B y b e l i t t l i n g t h e languages of t h e non-Russian peo
ples, the new tsars mean to condemn the f o rmer to ex
t i n c t i o n f o r the sake of u l t i m a t e Russi f icat ion. The 
Soviet j o u r n a l , Problems o f History, declared.: " L i n 
guist ic u n i t y is a t ta ined b y w a y of widespread acquis i 
t i o n of one of t h e most preva lent na t i ona l languages, 
w h i c h under the Soviet condit ions is the Russian 
language." The Soviet pub l i ca t i on , W o r l d Population, 
sa id : Today i n the Soviet U n i o n , " t h e people w h o adopt 
another language w i l l eventua l l y lose t h e i r ethnic (na
t ional ) i d e n t i t y . " 

To dupe the non-Russian peoples, the Soviet r e 
visionists had w r i t t e n i n the i r par ty , p rog ramme the 
sanctimonious pledge " t o cont inue p r o m o t i n g the free 
development of t h e languages" of the peoples of t h e 
U.S.S.R." W h a t " f ree development of the languages 
of the peoples" can there be to speak of w h e n these 
languages w i l l eventual ly be " u n i f i e d " w i t h the Rus
sian language? 

;. The Brezhnev cl ique has openly forced the n o n -
Russian peoples to l ea rn the Russian language and 
c lamoured f o r " c o n t r o l over the l ingu is t i c process" w i t h 
a ( v i ew to exped i t ing Russi f icat ion. 

- I n Khrushchov 's t ime , i t was decided t h a t Russian 
be t augh t to a l l p r i m a r y school pupils. . N o w the B r e 
zhnev c l ique has f u r t h e r s t ipu la ted tha t Russian is 
t augh t i n th e day nurseries a n d k indergar tens i n areas 
inhab i t ed b y non-Russian peoples. A considerable 
•number of schools i n these areas s i m p l y do n o t teach 
the . non-Russian peoples the i r o w n languages. I t was 
disclosed i n the per i od i ca l Soviet Ethnography t ha t 
" t h e Ko rean language is no t t a u g h t " i n th e m idd l e 
schools i n Lower D a r g o m i n Uzbekistan, a sett lement 
•of t h e Ko r ean m i n o r i t y . I n schools where the " t w o -
language sys tem" has been adopted, s tudy of Russian 
is compulsory, w h i l e t h a t of the students ' na t i ona l 

-language is opt iona l , ac tua l ly j u s t f o r show. 

• .To f u r t h e r t h e i r - a t t e m p t , t o - d a - a w a y - w i t h t h e l a n -
. gu^ges;ofith'e :,non^Russian.ipeoples, Brezhnev -and com

pany have .gone so far ,as t o . f o rb id . . them to use t e rms 
der ived f r o m the roots of the i r o w n languages and force 
t h e m to use the Russian equivalents. The-Moldav ians 
speak a language a k i n to Romanian and r i c h i n i ts o w n 
id ioms. The new tsars n o w f o r b i d t h e m to use i t and 
accuse those who insist on do ing so of " t r y i n g to sub
s t i tu te terms al ien to the na tu r e of the m u t u a l l ingu is t i c 
re la t ionship among the Soviet peoples fo r un i f i e d i n 
te rnat iona l i s t scienti f ic t e rmino logy . " 

- L e n i n called on those sent to w o r k i n areas i nhab 
i t ed b y non-Russian peoples to endeavour to master 
the na t i ve languages. I n November 1919, the Po l i t i ca l 
Bu r eau of the Cen t ra l Commit tee of the Russian Com
mun i s t P a r t y (Bolsheviks) i n a decision called on the 
n o n - U k r a i n i a n employees i n Soviet ins t i tu t i ons i n the 
Ukra ine to l e a rn U k r a i n i a n . 

The Soviet revis ionists are do ing today exact ly the 
opposite. They go. out o f the i r w a y to enhance " t h e ro le 
of Russ ian" i n areas populated by non-Russians and 
g l i b l y t a l k about, the necessity of non-Russian peoples 
l ea rn ing Russian w h i l e m a k i n g no me n t i on of the need 
f o r Russian employees w o r k i n g i n non-Russian t e r r i 
tor ies to l ea rn the na t i ve languages. 

W h a t th e new tsars have done has produced most 
gr ievous consequences. The younger generat ion of some 
nat ional i t ies s imp l y does no t k n o w i ts o w n languages. ' 
Acco rd ing to Soviet Eihnography, t h e ch i l d r en of the : 
N i v k h i m i n o r i t y i n the Soviet Far East " i n most cases 
do no t k n o w the i r o w n language." The 1970 census ; 
pub l i shed b y the Soviet Cent ra l Stat is t ica l Boa rd shows 
t h a t ha l f t h e popu la t i on .of the Soviet m inor i t i e s , the 
Evenk i , Mans i , N i v k h i , Selkupy, the SaamL Udegeitsy, 
Orochi , Y u k a g i r and t w o r t h i r d s o f the I t s lmen do no t 
speak th e i r o w n languages.., 

A U k r a i n i a n l i t e r a r y c r i t i c compla ined tha t " w e see 
U k r a i n i a n cu l ture and language be ing pushed i n t o a 
secondary, ' losing ' pos i t i on . " I n the Soviet Un i on , 
Great Russian chauv in i sm "has produced m u c h con
t e m p t and even ha t r ed f o r i t ( U k r a i n i a n ) " and " t h e 
U k r a i n i a n language is v i r t u a l l y banished f r o m ' da i ly 
l i f e , and those ind i v idua ls who use i t i n th e cities on ly 
become the b u t t of der is ion. " 

The Soviet Cent ra l Telev is ion i n a p rog ramme on 
September, 27, 1974 disclosed t h a t t w o of. i ts v iewers 
w r o t e to i t c omp la in ing : " t h e r e are prac t i ca l l y no na
t i v e languages i n use i n the Ukra ine , Byelorussia and 
Mo ldav i a . " Brezhnev even described the impos i t i on of 
the Russian language, the e l im ina t i on of other languages 
and other compulsory measures f o r Russi f icat ion as the 
reasons w h y " a new h is tor i ca l e n t i t y o f ' m e n — the 
Soviet people — has become a r e a l i t y . " ' Tha t is t o say, 
i n . the Soviet Un ion ' today- -whoever "fails to " k n o w Rus-
sianris n o t a'member..of ^ e - i l i i s t o i a ^ ^ t t f y ' - e f i m a i S ' ^ 
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the Soviet people." " I s th i s good or bad? " he asked. 
" I t is good, i t is v e r y good, i n d e e d ! " he answered himsel f . 

Ambition for Russ ian to Dominate World 

On the quest ion o f Russian,. Brezhnev and his l i k e 
have no t on ly revealed t h e i r Great Russian chauv in is t i c 
features b u t have exposed th e i r new tsars ' w i l d a m b i 
t i o n to dominate the w o r l d . The Soviet book The Rap
prochement of Nationalities and National Languages 
in the U.'S.S.R. openly declared t h a t "each new epoch 
is; characterized by a cer ta in most preva lent language 
of, i ts o w n " and tha t " t h e .period of m a t u r e cap i ta l i sm 
and i ts g r o w t h in t o impe r i a l i sm ensured the domina t i on , 
never seen before, of t h e Eng l i sh language. " I t sa id : 
" A n e w per iod n o w begins w i t h the expansion of the 
social ro le and signi f icance of t h e great Russian language 
on a w o r l d - w i d e scale." This has b r o u g h t home the 
fact t h a t aggression and expans ion. b y the n e w tears 
a l l over the ..globe w i l l guarantee the unprecedented 
domina t i on of Russian i n the . w o r l d . ... 

The n e w tsars ac tua l ly have establ ished "unprece 
dented d o m i n a t i o n " of the .Russian language i n some' 
countr ies under the i r contro l . Some member states 
of the "social ist c o m m u n i t y " - h a v e been forced to. make-
the s tudy of the Russian language "one of the p r i m a r y 
tasks of a l l y oung people" and to declare t h a t " no ef

f o r t should be spared" t o u n f o l d " t h e movement to 
s tudy the Russian language" as " a n u n d e r t a k i n g o f the 
who le people . " The Brezhnev c l ique announced glee
f u l l y : " The need has arisen f o r a u n i f i e d language 
f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l intercourse, w h i c h under the cond i 
t ions of t h e U.S.S.R. and the who l e socialist c ommun i t y 
is n a t u r a l l y t h e Russian language. ' 1 

Mounting Resistance 

The people of aE nat ional i t i es i n the Soviet U n i o n 
have begun t o be aware of the n e w tsars ' forc ib le 
Russi f icat ion t h r o u g h e l i m i n a t i n g non-Russian na t i ona l 
languages, and have resisted i t ever more v igorously . 
A U k r a i n i a n w r i t e r po in t ed out t h a t the Soviet r e v i 
sionists' l i ngu i s t i c po l i cy is to " e l im ina t e scores of na-. 
t i o n a l languages and replace t h e m w i t h a single l a n 
guage." I n a pe t i t i on , 17 mothers of pre-school ch i ldren 
I n the U k r a i n i a n repub l i c denounced the Soviet r e v i 
sionist author i t i es ' " ' react ionary l ingu i s t i c po l i c y , " p o in t 
i n g out t h a t th is po l i cy is " c o n t r a r y to the Const i tu t i on 
and L e n i n i s m . " I n the three republ ics a long the Ba l t i c 
Sea, " t h e r e is widespread re luctance to use the Russian 
language. " I n K i ev , Odessa, I van -F rankovsk and o ther 
ma jo r U k r a i n i a n cities, there we re mass demonstrat ions 
fo r equa l i t y between the U k r a i n i a n and Russian 
languages i n the Ukra ine . 

(A commentary by Hsinhua Correspondent) 


