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the Sov1et authorlfles dec1ded to speed up 1mpos—

ing the language o1 They

the non—Ru531an peoples

,,Y’chus revived fhe. old sar's’ ’*compulsory offlclal language

systen1”wvh1ch Lemn denounced 1ong ado

O.pen Be.tra,yal of ienin’.s -Tecchings

~Ims 'hls article JIs ‘a- Compulsory - Official" Language
Needed‘? ‘Lenin pointed out that “a compulsory official
1anguage;«1nypgyes,¢gge1,glgn, the use of-the éudgel.? - He
said; - “In practice,.it xneans-that. the. lagguage. of [ the
G;g:eat Ru<51an$, wwhe .are; 2 fgm;n,omt\j,ﬂg;f,l’lc,l,lpf.popu],auon
of Russia, is xmposed upon. alLihe .mst:o,f.,i:he population
of Russm .~ .. That is, Why Russl,an Marxists say that

thexe must be no compulsmy offlcmi language 2

DY St

stregsed 1§h§,necesslty 1o, fnot .only. plomote the acﬁuai
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.equality, but also the developme*xt of ‘the language and

Lterature of the working people of the-formerly: oppress-
ed nations.” (Draft Programme of the R.C.P.[B_.].) He
als¢ declared that, Russian Communists “must in
every -way countelact satfempts at Russﬁlcatmn that
push the Ukralmay ]anguage into the background 2

- (Draft Resolution of . the C.C.; R.C.P. [B:[ on .S‘omet

Rule in the Ukraine.)

J Openly - betraymo‘ Trenin’s ‘teachlngs f:he Khrush~
chov-Brezhnev cligue has done ity wtmost’ ’Eo ‘e*zalfc‘éﬁe
Russian’ language and. push the: “languages of thie o
Russian peoples un‘uo a secondary pos1t10n so as to‘ formbly
“R'Ll"‘Slfy” “thétn, - T LT oA L T

iy

Trymg to. _]ustlfy m1p051t10n of the, Russlan lang—

,uage on the non~RuSSlan peoples, . an altetnate member
_ of the! pohtlcal bureau ‘of* the. Sovikt revistonist “party

dvcclal ed.:at the conference ithat “‘the Russian llanguage
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'is’ the greatest achievement of the vl’i"nguis‘tic culture of
all mankind” and that “it i§ the alloy of the most
magnificent gems from the treasure-house of manklnd’
culture ? The Soviet revisionists also claimed that th_e
Rusman language is “the language of revolution,” which

Jmmeasulably enriches’ the languages of the non-
Russian peoples. - “It (the Russian language) enables
national writers to express and convey all the subtlest
nuances in human thought and feelings” That is to
say, the languages of the non-Russian peoples are not
“languages of revolution” and not “rich” enough te
“convey all the subtlest nuances in human thought and
feelings.”” So the non-Russian peoples have to' learn
Russian -and put their own languages in a secondary
position or even give them up completely.

‘Design to Wipe Out Non'-Russian‘
Peoples’ Languages

© By belittling the languages of the non-Russian peo-
ples, the new tsars mean to condemn the former to ex-
tinction for the sake of ultimate Russification. The
Soviet journal, Problems of History, declared: “Lin-
guistic unity is attained by way of widespread acquisi-
tion of one of the most prevalent national languages,
‘which under the Soviet conditions is the Russian
language.” The Soviet publication, World Population,
said: Today in the Soviet Union, ‘“the people who adopt
another language will eventually lose their ethnic (na-
tional) identity.” -

To dupe the non-Russian peoples, the Soviet re—'
visionists had written in théir party programme the
sanctimonious pledge “to continue promoting the free

development of the languages’ of the peoples of the .
What “free development of the languages : -

U.S.5.R.”
of the peoples” can there be to speak of when these
languages will eventually be “‘unified” with the Rus-
sian language?

;. The Brezhnev clique has openly forced the non-
Russian peoples to learn the Russian language and
clamoured for “control over the linguistic process™ with
aiview to expediting Russification.

In Khrushchov's time, it was decided that Russian
be taught to all primary school pupils. Now the Bre-
zhnev cligue has further stipulated that Russian is
taught in the day nurseries and kindergartens in areas
inhabited by non—Russ1an peoples. A cons1de1ab1e

number of schools in- these areas “Simply do not teach '

the non-Russian peoples their own Ianguageb It was
dlsclosed in the -periodical Soviet: Ethnegraphy that
“the Korean language is not taught” in the middle
sehools in Lower Dargom in Uzbekistan, a settlement
of the Korean minority. In schools where the ‘“‘two-
language system” has been adopted; study of Russian
is compulsory, while that of the students’ national
..language is optlonal actually just for show.

o fnrther their atterpt. to-do-away Wxth the lan+-

“ gtxages,ﬁfethe snon=Russian speoples, Brezhnev-and com-

o3

pany have done S0 far as to fOI‘bld them ‘co use telms
derived from the reots of their own 1an6uages and force
them to use the Russian eqmvalents The -Moldavians
speak a language akin to Romaman and rich in its own
idioms. The new -tsars now forbid them to use it and
accuse those who insist on doing so of “trying to sub-
stitute terms alien to the nature of the mutual linguistic

relationship .among the Soviet peoples’ for unified in-

ternationalist ‘scientific terminology.”

. Lenin called on those sent to work in areas inhab-
ited by non-Russian. peoples  to endeavour to master
the native languages. In November 1919, the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Rilsélan Coxii—
munist Party (Bolshevﬂ«:s) in a decision called on the

non-Ukrainian employees in Soviet 1nst1‘cut10ns in the
Ukraine to learn Ukramlan

The Soviet revisionists are doing today e}xactly the
gpposite. They go out of their way to enhance “the role

‘of Russian” in areas populated by non-Russians and

glibly talk about the necessity of non-Russian peoples
learning Russian while making no mention -of the need
for Russian employees working in non—Russ1an teru-
tories to Iearn the native languages "

What the new tsars have done has produced most
grievous consequences. The younger generation of some
nationalities simply does not know its own Ianguages

According to Soviet Ethnogmphy, the children of thev

Nivkhi minority in the Soviet Far East “in most cases

do not know their own language:

Orochi, Yukagir and two-thirds of the Tislmen do not
speak their own languages.. .

A Ukrainian literary critic complained that'! ‘We see
Ukrainian culture and language being pushed into a
secondary, ‘losing’ position.” In the Soviet Umon,
Great Russian chauvinism “has produced much con-
tempt and even hatred for it (Ukrainian)” and “the

Ukrainian language is virtually banished from’ daily "

life, and those individuals who use it in ‘the cities only
become the butt of derision.”

The Soviet Central Television in a programme on
September 27, 1974 disclosed that two of. its viewers
wrote to it complaining: ‘“there are practically no na-
tive Tanguages in use in the Ukrame, Byelorulea and
Moldavia.” Brezhnev even described the 1mpos1t10n of
the Russian language, the ‘elimination of other 1anguages
and other compulsory measures “for Russﬁlcatlon as the
reasons why “a new hlstomcal entity of men———the
Soviet people — has become a reality.”’ That is to say,

in-the Soviét Union: teday whoever fails to:know Rus- o
siancis not a member. of the.Chistorical ‘ehtity: 6fman — *

~2Beking. Qé@e&.ﬂ;:ﬂ& 7

? " The 1970 census :
published by thé Soviet Central Statistical Board shows
that half-the population-of the Soviet mmorltles, ‘the
Evenki, Mansi, Nivkhi, Selkupy, the Saalm Udegefcsy,”

W
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the Soviet people.’ “Is this good or bad?’ he asked.
“It is good 1t is very good mdeedl” he answered hlmself

Ambition for Russmn to Dominate World o

On the guestion of Russian, Brezhitev and his- hke
have not only revealed their Great Russian chauvinistic
features but have exposed their new tsars’ wild ambi-
tion to dominate the world. The Soviet book The Rap~

prochement of Natzonalztzes and National Languages

in the US.S.R. openly declared that *each new epoch
is: characterized by a certain most prevalent language
of its own” and that “the period of mature capitalism

. and its growth info imperialism ensured the domination,

never seen before, of the English language.” It said:
“A new period now beglns with the expansion of the
soc1aI role and SIgnlflcance of the great Russian language
on 'a world-wide seale”” This has brought home the
fact that aggression and expansion by the new tsars
all over the. globe wilk guarantee the unprecedented
dommatlon of Russmn in the world,

The new tsars actually have established ¢ “Unprece-~

dented domination’ of the HRussian language in some

countries under their control. Some member states

of the “socialist community” have been forced to. make-

the study of the Russ1an language “one of the prlmary
tasks of a]l young people” and to declare that *

no ef-,

fort ‘should be spéred” to unfold “the movement to
study the Russian language” as “an undertakmg of the-
‘whole people.” The Brezhmev clique announced glee-
fully: “The need has arisen for a unified 1anguage
for international intercourse, which under the condi-
tions of the U.S.S.R. and the whole socialist commumty
is naturally the Russian language.” )

Mounting Resistance

The people of all nationalities in the Soviet Union
have begun to be aware of the new tsars’ forcible
Russification through eliminating non-Russian national
languages, and have resisted it ever more vigorously.
A Ukrainian writer pointed out that the Soviet revi-
sionists’ linguistic policy is to “eliminate scores of na=
tional languages and replace them with a single lan~
guage.” In a petition, 17 mothers of pre-school children
in the Ukrainiah repubhc denounced the Soviet revi-
sionist authorities’ ““reactionary linguistic policy,” point-
ing out that this policy is “contrary to the Constitution
and Leninism.” "In the fthree republics along the Baltic
Sea, “tHere is widespread reluctance to use the Russian
language.” In Kiev, Odessa; Ivan-Frankovsk and other
major Ukrainian cities, there were mass demonstrations
for equah’cy between the Ukrainian and Russian '
languages in the Ukrame

(A commentary by Hsmhua Correspondent)
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