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Jenchiu — A New
High-Yielding Oilfield

A high-yielding oilfield has
been built at high speed in
Jenchiu on north China’s cen-
tral Hopei plain.

Average daily output of each
of the wells there tops 1,000
tons, and the output of only a
dozen or so wells is enough for
meeting the needs of Peking’s
Tungfanghung Refinery, the
largest of its kind in China
today.

Completion of the oilfield
which is near Peking repre-
sents a major achievement in
the implementation of Chair-
man Hua's instruction on build-
ing more than ten oilfields of
the Taching type. It will play
a significant role in developing
China’s national economy and
boosting the capital’s production
and construction.

Prospecting and construction
work had proceeded at a fast
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speed. Drilling began in 1975
and rich oil deposits were dis-

covered within a year. In the
following year, a mass cam-
paign like that for the opening
of the Taching Qilfield was or-
ganized, with tens of thousands
of workers, cadres and tech-
nicians from oilfields and enter-
prises in 12 provinces, munici-
palities and autonomous regions
as well as the P.L.A. engineer-
ing corps taking part. A group
of high-yielding wells were
sunk that same year, each pro-
ducing upwards of 1,000 tons
of oil a day. Two large calibre
pipelines 200 kilometres long,
two big crude oil pumping sta-
tions and supportive projects
for electricity and water supply
and water injection were later
built. Thus the oilfield was
opened up, built and put into
production in a year and the
earnings from the oil produced
that year recompensed for all
the construction investments.

i)

Oil gushing out of a new well in Jenchiu.
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Such a speed and the results
are unprecedented in China's
history.

Since its completion, the oil-
field has used new technology
and new technical processes,
including early injection of
water to maintain the reservoir
pressure and acidifying the oil
seams so that the wells will
keep up their high production
capacity and stable and high
yield. In 1977 Jenchiu's crude
oil output was 10 per cent
higher than its designed
capacity. It overfulfilled the
state plan in each of the first
eight months of this year and
every economic and technical
quota was up to the advanced
domestic level.

While completing the con-
struction of the Jenchiu Oilfield
in the last two years, a number
of new oilfields were found in
its vicinity.

The first discovery of oil in
the sinian stratum of the pale-
ozoic era represents an impor-
tant breakthrough in China’s
petro-geology. Comrade Yen
Tun-shih, former deputy direc-
tor of the Scientific Research
Institute of Petroleum Explora-
tion and Development, made
an important contribution in
founding the geological theory
of finding o0il in Buried
Hill. In' the past, China had
more experience in finding oil
from mesorzoic and cenozoic
strata but little experience with
regard to the paleozoic stratum.
In the course of prospecting,
scientific and technical person-
nel and workers had acquired
from their experience a deeper
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understanding of the pale-
ozoic stratum. Drilling Team
No. 3269 which had taken part
in the campaign for building
the Taching Oilfield shouldered
the drilling tasks. Geologist
Kuo Shun-yuan found from
tens of thousands of sand grains
eight o0il sand samples in
limestone crevices. Through
hard work, the team members
finally drilled the first high-
yielding well, thereby opening
up new vistas for China’s oil
prospecting.

Urban Housing Projects

The State Capital Construc-
tion Commission is now work-
ing on a 1979-85 plan for the
building of new housing projects
in 190 large and medium-sized
cities throughout the country.
Total investment in this project
in the next seven years will be
equal to the aggregate invested
by the state in housing from
1949, the year of nationwide

liberation, to 1977.

Total floor space of new
houses built since liberation in
3,400 cities and towns is 493
million square metres, outstrip-
ping the total in pre-liberation
China. Living conditions for
the labouring people have im-
proved to some extent. In re-
cent years, however, housing is
still a problem in many cities
and newly built industrial -and
mining areas, particularly in
the densely populated large
and medium-sized cities where
industry is developing apace.

To speed up the building of
new housing projects, the gov-
ernment will take a series of
measures.

Funds. Strictly adhering to the
stipulated proportion, the state
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will allocate part of the capital
construction investments for
new housing projects. In addi-
tion, local authorities and col-
lective enterprises will raise
funds for the same purpose.
The method of building houses
by individuals with support
from the state will be intro-
duced on a trial basis. Building
houses by overseas Chinese
with remittances from abroad is
also encouraged by the gov-
ernment.

Building Materials. Bases for
producing materials will be set
up by the various regions and
cities. Industrial waste and
local resources will be fully
utilized and new building
materials developed. Advanced
foreign techniques in construc-
tion will be introduced and
several sets of factory equip-
ment for building houses will
be imported.

Forces of Construction. Special
construction companies gradu-
ally equipped with modern
machinery will be set up in the
cities.

It is expected that living con-
ditions for city dwellers will
have been considerably im-
proved by 1985.

IN THE NEWS

® Chairman Hua on October
3 met with Julius Chan, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
for Primary Industry of Papua
New Guinea, and Mrs. Stella
Chan.

® Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-
ping on September 26 met with
Michel Poniatowski, former
Minister of State and Honorary
President of the French
Republican Party, and Madame
Poniatowski.

® Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-
ping on October 3 met with a
journalists’ delegation from
Thailand. Leader of the delega-
tion was Somboon Worab-
hongse, Chairman of the Thai
Journalists  Association, and

deputy leader was. Chob
Maneenoi.
® On October 6 Vice-

Premier Teng met with the
Delegation of the Union of the
Iraqi Friendship Association
With Peoples led by Abdul
Fattah Mohammed Amin, Mem-
ber of the Iraqgi Revolutionary
Command Council and Pres-
ident of the Union.

" ® On October 8 he met with
the noted Japanese literary critic
Professor Jun Eto.

® Vice-Chairman Li Hsien-
nien on October 2 met and had
a comradely and cordial con-
versation with the delegation of
the Central Committee of the
Marxist-Leninist Communist
Party from France led by
Jacques Jurquet, General Secre-
tary of the Party.

® Vice-Premier Li on
October 3 met with Thomas
Gates, Jr., former Chief of the
U.S. Liaison Office in China,
and Mrs. Gates.

® Vice-Chairman Wang Tung-
hsing on October 7 met with
Ieng Sary, Member of the
Standing Committee of the
Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of Kampuchea and
Deputy Prime Minister of the
Government of Democratic
Kampuchea in Charge of
Foreign Affairs.

® Vice-Chairman Wang on

October 8 met with the
delegation of the Romanian
journal Era Socialist.
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How Marxists Look at
Material Interests

by “Renmin Ribao" Special Commentator

HE issue of the working people's material

interests poses quite a big question. Many
problems facing us today in our economic work
are connected with the material interests of the
labouring people as a whole, in part or in in-
dividual cases. These include, among others,
realization of the economic policies for the coun-
tryside, readjustment of the economic system,
implementation of the distribution principle “to
each according to his work” and complying with
the principle of exchange of equal values. If
we cannot deal with this question properly, it
will have a harmful effect on the labouring
masses’ enthusiasm for production and hold back
the modernization of agriculture, industry, na-
tional defence, and science and technology.

Economic relations are mainly relations in
the sphere of material interests. Sometimes our
economic policies and economic system need
certain modifications because it is necessary to
readjust the relations between various aspects
in the field of material interests.

The “gang of four” wanted the public to
believe that Marxism does not concern itself in
the least with material interests; it is only re-
visionism which does. This opinion shackled
the minds of quite a few. To clarify the matter,
and get to the bottom of it all, let’s make some
inquiries to see how Marxists have really re-
garded material interests all along.

The Object of the Struggle for Production
And Class Struggle Is Material Interests

Historical idealists claim that men engage
in the struggle for production and class struggle
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in order to create a so-called kingdom of ra-
tionalism, to achieve lasting justice and fairness,
and so on. Marx and Engels repudiated this
view, scientifically expounded the relationship
between men’s struggle for production and class
struggle on the one hand and material interests
on the other, and thus founded the materialist
concept of history.

Marx pointed out: “Everything for which
man struggles is a matter of his interest.” (Pro-
ceedings of the Sixth Rhine Province Assembly.
First Article.) This interest he referred to
denotes mainly material interests. When men
engage in productive activities, they are aimed
directly at acquiring material interests; when
they engage in class struggle and revolution,
their ultimate aim, too, is to acquire material
interests. Engels said: “All revolutions until
now have been revolutions for the protection of
one kind of property against another kind of
property.” (The Origin of the Family, Private
Property and the State.) He also said: “In the
struggle between landed property and the bour-
geoisie, no less than in the struggle between the
bourgeoisie and proletariat, it was a question,
first and foremost, of economic interests, to the
furtherance of which political power had to
serve as a mere means.” (Ludwig Feuerbach
and the End of Classical German Philosophy.)
Naturally, political power as a means for the
furtherance of economic interests is of very
great importance. Without establishing its own
political rule, it is impossible for the proletariat
to gain its fundamental economic interests. As
Lenin said: “The fundamental economic in-
terests of the proletariat can be satisfied only
by a political revolution that will replace the
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dictatorship of the bourgeoisie by the dictator-
ship of the proletariat.” (What Is to Be Done?)

In history, the real aim of class struggle and
revolution was often concealed; for instance,
the Peasant War of the 16th century in Ger-
many was concealed under a religious cloak.
But this did not change the essence of the
matter because it was waged fundamentally,
for most obvious, material class interests just
as in the case of the so-called religious wars in
Germany. Never has there been a class struggle
that was not based on fundamental clashes of
‘economic interests, nor has there been any rev-
olution that was not connected with economic
interests. To deny material interests is to deny
class struggle altogether and revolution as well.

Does this reasoning apply to the proletariat
as well? In the eyes of the “gang of four” and
their “theoreticians,” it does not. They claimed
that all the proletariat should care about was
ideology and politics, not material interests, and,
as they saw it, the proletariat must not *“stoop”
to seek material interests —as if this would
divest it of its revolutionary nature and its lofty
ideals. This is a most preposterous argument.
When the proletariat is engaged in the revolu-
tionary struggle to overthrow the -capitalist
system, is it not for the purpose of freeing itself
from capitalist exploitation? When it has seized
political power and established the system of
public ownership, is it not that the purpose of
developing producion and going in for construc-
tion is to satisfy the constantly growing needs
of the people? Is it not for the purpose of finally
eliminating classes and securing for every mem-
ber of society an existence which is not only
ample materially but increasingly richer?

Socialism must aim at “easing the lives of
the working people and of improving their wel-
fare as much as possible.” (Lenin: Speech at the
First Congress of Economic Councils.) “Follow-
ing its seizure of political power, the principal
and fundamental interest of the proletariat lies
in securing an enormous increase in the produc-
tive forces of society and in the output of man-
ufactured goods.” (Lenin: The Role and Func-
tions of the Trade Unions Under the New
Economic Policy.) Today, the four moderniza-
tions represent the fundamental interests of the
proletariat and the other working people in our
country, and the struggle to achieve the four
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modernizations is a struggle for their funda-
mental interests. If socialism fails to ease the
lives of the working people and fails to improve
their welfare as much as possible through greatly
expanding the social productive forces, but
instead, as the “gang of four” tried to convince
people, means that the country must remain
poor and the people must live a hard life, what
kind of socialism is it? What do the working
people want this kind of socialism for?

We Communists publicly announce that we
fight for the interests of the proletariat; all we
say and do proceeds from the interests of the
proletariat. Lenin said: “Economic interests
and the economic position of the classes which
rule our state lie at the root of both our home
and foreign policy. These propositions . . . con-
stitute the basis of the Marxist world outlook.”
(Report on Foreign Policy Delivered at a Joint
Meeting of the All-Russia Central Executive
Committee and the Moscow Soviet.) Comrade
Mao Tsetung said: “The supreme test of the
words and deeds of a Communist is whether
they conform with the highest interests and
enjoy the sypport of the overwhelming majority
of the people.” (On Coalition Government.) The
line, policies and various measures of the Com-
munist Party will enjoy the support ef the
masses and play an important role in their
practice and struggle only when they conform
with the interests of the labouring masses and
when these interests are made tangible and
extended further. If the line and policies do not
conform with the interests of the working
masses, they are bound to be resisted and op-
posed and, unable to stand the test in practice,
they are doomed to failure.

Unity of Personal and Class Interests

“Throughout history the ‘general interest’
[of a class] is created by individuals who are
defined as ‘private persons.”” (Marx & Engels:
The German Ideology.) But once the general
interest is formed, it becomes something dif-
ferent from personal interests. The general in-
terests of a class and the personal interests of
members of the class may come into conflict,
but such conflict is nothing like the diametric-
ally opposed antagonism between two hostile
classes, because it can be readjusted. The “gang
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