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CHRONICLE

July 9

e The three-day national college entrance ex-
aminations for a total of 4.7 million candidates
ended today. The results will be out in the latter
part of August and the new students will enter
institutions of higher learning on September 1.

e Premier Hua Guofeng cabled President
Ieremia Tabai, welcoming the independence of
the Republic of Kiribati and announcing China's
recognition of the South Pacific republic with a
population of 60,000.

July 11

e The national conference on farmland im-
provement was held in Beijing from July 6 to 11.
Comrade Hua Guofeng attended the conference
and called for shifting the focus of all work and
conezntrating efforts on the national economy.
Vice-Premier Li Xiannian presided over the con-
ference and called for a new upsurge in farmland
capital construction during the coming winter.

July 13

e In a note to the Vietnamese Foreign Minis-
try, the Chinese Foreign Ministry strongly protest-
ed recent Vietnamese incursions into China and
pointed out that they were an indication of Viet
Nam’s hypocrisy in the Sino-Vietnamese negotia-
tions.

July 14

e Premier Hua Guofeng sent a message to the
16th Conference of the Heads of State or Govern-
ment of the Organization of African Unity (OAU),
extending warm congratulations to the con-
ference which opened on July 17.

July 15

o During his meeting with a delegation of the
Japanese news agency, Mainichi Shimbun, led by
Director Toshio Hiraoka, Vice-Premier Li Xian-
nian in reply to questions put to him said that the
Chinese people were now working in a down-to-
earth manner to boost the national economy. *“To
implement the modernization programme,” he
pointed out, “we need stability and unity inside
China and a peaceful environment outside. There-
fore, we must uphold peace in the world and
oppose hegemonism.”

e Gongren Ribao
(Workers' Daily), the
official organ of the
All-China Federation of
Trade Unions, marked
the 30th anniversary of
its founding. Forced to
close in 1966 it only re-
sumed publication last
vear. It has a circula-
tion of 1.09 million.
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Publicizing the New Laws

Chairman Ye Jianying of the
Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress issued
seven orders from July 4 to 8
promulgating the seven laws
adopted at the Second Session
of the Fifth National People'’s

Congress which closed on
July 1.

The seven laws are the
Organic Law of the Local
People’s Congresses and the
Local People’s Governments,

the Electoral Law for the Na-
tional People’s Congress and
Local People’s Congresses, the
Organic Law of the People’s
Courts, the Organic Law of the
People’s Procuratorates, the
Criminal Law, the Law of
Criminal Procedure and the
Law on Joint Enterprises using
Chinese and Foreign Investment.
The last law (see pp. 24-26 for
full text) went into effect on
the day of promulgation, while
the others will come into force
on January 1, 1980.

A publicity campaign is being
conducted across the country to
make the laws known to all the

people. Once the laws are
grasped by China’s 900 million
people, they will become a

tremendous force in safeguard-
ing socialist democracy and the
socialist legal system. The
masses will be able to use the
laws and exercise supervision
over the state organs and in-
dividuals and see to it that
things are done according to
law and that people breaking
the law are prosecuted and
punished.

The mass media and jurists
are taking an active part in the
campaign.

EVENTS & TRENDS

— All the leading dailies in
the country have published the
full texts of the seven new
laws, together with explanatory
articles and commentaries.
Some papers have special col-
umns answering  questions
concerning the laws and giving
explanations to legal terms.

— The Central People’s
Broadcasting Station has start-
ed a 20-minute special prog-

‘ramme every other day on
criminal law.
— Publishing  houses  will

bring out popular and easy-to-
understand books on law.

— Editors of Fazue Yanjiu
(Law Research) and four other
law journals have held a meet-
ing discussing the ways of
acquainting the people with the
new laws. They have proposed
that lectures on law be given at
Party schools in various parts of
the country as well as at
primary and middle schools.
They have also suggested that
the papers publish the proceed-
ings of some typical law cases.
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Many well-known jurists have
expressed their willingness to
help improve and perfect
China’s legal system.

e Lei Jiegiong, formerly
deputy dean of the Beijing
Institute of Politics and Law,
said: After liberation in 1949,
four institutes of politics and
law were founded, in addition to
setting up the faculty of law in
four universities, and they train-
ed a large number of people for
this profession. In the 60s, how-
ever, these schools and depart-
ments were dissolved. In order to
enforce the newly enacted laws
effectively, it is important to
quickly train cadres for this
work. This 74-year-old woman
professor declared that she
would do her part to achieve
this.

e Zhang Youyu, formerly
director of the Research Insti-
tute of Law "and author of
Talks on the Fundamentals of
Law (1963), is now revising this
popular book for early publica-
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The press gives wide coverage on the new laws.
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tion. “We've a heavier responsi-
bility than before,” he said.

e Famous lawyer Lin Heng-
yuan, one-time vice-president
of the criminal court of the Sup-
reme People’s Court, said: In the
past, Lin Biao and the gang of
four slandered that lawyers
were always trying to defend
counter-revolutionaries and
criminals. To this day many
people in our profession have
misgivings and are reluctant to
return to practice. All ex-
perienced lawyers, he declared,

should pluck up courage, sum .

up their past experience and
help train young lawyers. He
said that though he was
advanced in age, he was will-
ing to act again as legal counsel
in the court.

Having had enough of a
decade of turmoil caused by
Lin Biao and the gang of four,
the people want law and order
more than anything else.
Democratization and legaliza-
tion, which the Chinese people
have long been yearning for,
are now gradually becoming a
reality. Political democracy
protected by the legal system
will certainly give a powerful
impetus to the early realization
of economic modernization.

Burmese Prime Minister
Visits China

Premier Hua Guofeng, in his
meeting with Burmese Prime
Minister U Maung Maung Kha
on July 12, said that the rela-
tions between China and Burma
had been very good and that
the two countries had identical
views on many international
questions. He praised the Bur-

mese Government for adhering
to its policy of independence
and non-alignment. The Pre-
mier accepted an invitation to
visit Burma.

Prime Minister U Maung
Maung Kha agreed with Pre-
mier Hua's appraisal of the re-
lations between the two coun-
tries. The Burmese Prime Min-
ister arrived in Beijing on July
9 and was welcomed by Pre-
mier Hua at the airport.

Speaking at the banquet given
by the State Council in honour
of the Burmese Prime. Minister,
Vice-Premier Geng Biao point-
ed out that the amicable rela-
tions and co-operation between
China and Burma, based on
mutual trust and understand-
ing, have stood the test of time
and have developed steadily in
the changing international sit-
uation.

The Vice-Premier said that
the turbulent developments in
Indochina pose a grave threat
to some Asian countries, par-
ticularly the Southeast Asian
countries. “The unrest in In-
dochina and Southeast Asia,”
he added, “is due entirely to
the big and small hegemonists
who work in collusion and
make use of each other in pur-
suit of unbridled aggression and
expansion.”

Vice-Premier Geng reiterated
the just and consistent stand of
the Chinese Government and
people to support the Southeast
Asian countries in their strug-
gles against aggression and in
defence of national indepen-
dence and state sovereignty.

In his speech at the banquet,
Prime Minister U Maung
Maung Kha noted that both

Burma and China adhere to
the principle of peaceful coex-
istance, and that there exist
between them good neighbourly
relations. Such mutually bene-
ficial relations, he stressed.
should flourish not only during
our time but for generations to
come. This is in accord with
the interests and desires of the
two peoples.

Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations between
the two countries in 1950, good
neighbourly relations between
them have developed steadily.
There have been frequent
mutual visits by leaders of the
two countries. Premier Zhou
Enlai visited Burma on nine oc-
casions and President U Ne Win
visited China on ten occasions.
Both sides have satisfactorily
solved the boundary questions
and promoted friendly relations
and co-operation between them
on the basis of the Five Princi-
ples of Peaceful Coexistance.
These relations have developed
in the last few years. Follow-
ing Vice-Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress Deng
Yingchao's visit to Burma in
1977, Vice-Premier Deng Xiao-
ping paid a visit to Burma last
year. Burmese Prime Minister
U Maung Maung Kha’s recent
visit to China has added a new
page in the annals of Sino-
Burmese friendly relations.

On July 12, Premier Hua
Guofeng and Prime Minister
U Maung Maung Kha signed an
economic and technical co-oper-
ation agreement between the
two countries.

The Burmese Prime Minister
left Beijing on July 13 on a
visit to the Democratic People’s
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