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CHRONICLE

October 29

e Vice-Premier Wang Renzhong met with Mr.
Roland Hsu. an American specialist in chicken-
raising. Mr. Hsu has helped set up a mechan-
ized chicken farm in Guangzhou and trained a
number of technical and managerial personnel for
Guangdong Province and Beijing.

October 30

e The Chinese Football Association, in its
reply to the International Football Federation,
accepted the resolution taken by its executive
committee on the question of China’s representation.
The resolution decided to re-admit the Football
Association of the People’s Republic of China into
the International Football Federation, while retain-
ing the membership of the football association based
in Taibei (Taipei) on the condition that it would
change its name into “the Chinese Taibei Football
Association,” and not use its original symbol.

October 31

e Vice-Premier Deng Xiaoping met with former
French Prime Minister Edgar Faure.

November 1

¢ The Academy of Sciences of China held a tea
party marking the 30th anniversary of its founding.
Party and state leaders Comrades Deng Xiaoping,
Li Xiannian and Fang Yi attended.

e Renmin Ribao reported that the Hairag-
Delingha section of the Qinghai-Tibet Railway is
open to passenger traffic.

e President Hu Qiaomu of the Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences left Beijing for a visit to Romania
and Yugoslavia,

November 2

e At the third plenary meeting of the Sino-
Soviet negotiations held in Moscow, Wang Youping,
Head of the Chinese Government Delegation, made
a further clarification of China’s proposals.

e The Chinese city of Nanjing and the U.S.
city of St. Louis became sister cities. At a cere-
mony marking the occasion, a protocol linking the
two cities was signed. They will conduct ex-
changes and co-operation in the fields of econo-
mics, culture, science and technology, city manage-
ment and municipal construction.

November 4

e Ben Djedid Chadli,
President of Algeria, re-
ceived Qian Xinzhong,
special envoy of the
Chinese Government
sent to attend the cele-
brations of the 25th
anniversary of Algerian
Revolutionary Day.




Vice-Premier Deng on
Literature and Art

Vice-Premier Deng Xiaoping
called on Chinese writers and
artists to make positive contri-
butions to building a highly
developed socialist civilization
which, he said, is an important
part of China’s socialist modern-
ization programme.

Deng made the call on Octo-
ber 30 in a speech at the
opening ceremony of the Fourth
National Congress of Writers
and Artists in Beijing on behalf
of the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party and
the State Council.

Taking part in the current
congress 19 years after the third
congress was convened are 3,200

Left:

Bottom (from left to right):

veteran and new writers and
artists from various parts of the
country. Items on the agenda
include the summing up of ex-
periences gained in literary and
art work over the past 30 years
and discussions on ways of
promoting the flourishing of
literature and art in the new
historical period of socialist
modernization.

Highlights of
Deng’s speech are:

Vice-Premier

e Writers and artists should
portray ‘‘pioneers in the mod-
ernization drive.” They should
vividly depict the inner and es-
sential qualities of people in
their social relations, give ex-
pression to the trend of historical
development and the people’s
desire for progress, educate
them in socialist ideology and
inspire them with the aspiration
and spirit to build a powerful
and prosperous country.

e Literary and art workers
who are responsible to the peo-
ple should take into considera-
tion the social effects of their
works. All creative works
should give the people education

Ballerina Bai Shuxiang makes
a comeback.

Well-
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known writers Ye Shengtao and Ding
Ling; Composer He Luding gives a
talk to music teachers of middle and
primary schools; Tang Xiaoming, a
young artist, doing an oil painting
of the famous geologist Li Siguang.

and enlightenment and at the
same time provide them with
entertainment and aesthetic en-
joyment. Works done on a
grand or small scale, written in
a serious or humorous vein and
in a lyrical or philosophical
style all have a place. Literary
and art works can depict the
deeds of heroic people or the
work, struggles, joys and sor-
rows of the ordinary people,
the life of people today and of
the past. In addition, the best
of all ages and all lands should
be critically assimilated.

e Writers and artists should
carry out protracted and effec-
tive struggles against ideas and
forces of habits that obstruct
the four modernizations. They
should criticize the ideology of
the exploiting classes and the
influences of conservative and
narrow-minded small-producer
mentality, anarchism, extreme
individualism and bureaucracy.
At present, it is necessary to
arouse the people’s conscious-
ness to fight against various er-
roneous tendencies and ‘“Left”
or Right deviations that under-
mine unity and stability.

e It is imperative to continue
to adhere to the orientation set
forth by Comrade Mao Zedong
that art and literature should
serve the masses, particularly
the workers, peasants and sol-
diers, and uphold the principles
of “letting a hundred flowers
blossom and a hundred schools
of thought contend,” “making
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the past serve the present and
foreign things serve China’ and
“weeding through the old to
bring forth the new.” The
unhampered development of
different forms and styles in
creative work and free discus-
sion of different viewpoints and
schools of thought in literary
and art theories should be en-
couraged.

e The people should judge for
themselves whether the ideologi-
cal content and artistic expres-
sion of a literary work are suc-
cessful. The Party’s leadership
over literary and art work
should not be realized by issu-
ing administrative orders; de-
viations in this respect should
be eliminated. The question of
what to write and how to write
can only be solved gradually by
the artists themselves through
practice.

Vice-Premier Deng Xiaoping
affirmed in his speech that the
line in literature and art was
correct and the achievements
were great in the 17 years be-
fore the Cultural Revolution.
He commended the writers and
artists for their contributions in
the struggle against Lin Biao
and the gang of four. He
pointed out that since the
smashing of the gang of four
in 1976, many good novels,
poems, plays, films, musical
compositions and works of the
fine arts have been produced
and they have played a positive
role in emancipating the peo-
ple’'s mind and in helping pro-
mote unity among the people to
work for the four moderniza-
tions. He added: ‘“The Party
and people are very happy to
have such a contingent of
writers and artists.” He ex-
pressed the hope that all social-
ist and patriotic writers and
artists would help and learn

from each other and unite
closely so as to produce more
and better works for the people.

Increasing Wages

Starting from November this
year, 40 per cent of China’s
workers and government
employees will get promotion
and a wage increase. This was
announced in a joint circular
issued by the Central Commit-
tee of the Chinese Communist
Party and the State Council.-

This is the third wage in-
crease after the overthrow of
the gang of four. The year be-
fore last, 46 per cent of the per-
sonnel got an increase, and last
year it was 2 per cent.

In raising the wages, the prin-
ciple of “from each according
to his ability, to each according
to his work™ will be upheld,
taking into consideration one’s
contributions, attitude towards
work and technical ability, with
the emphasis on contributions.

The circular calls on the local
authorities and departments
concerned to do this work well
so as to promote production and
fulfil state plans.

Non-Staple Food Prices
Raised

The prices of pork, beef, mut-
ton, poultry, eggs, vegetables,
aquatic products and milk have
been raised since November 1
this year, according to another
joint circular issued by the
Central Committee of the Chi-
nese Communist Party and the
State Council.

To ensure that the living
standards of the workers and
urban residents will not be af-
fected by the rise in prices, the
state grants a 5-yuan monthly

subsidy to each worker and
government employee, including
those who have retired and
apprentices, totalling 100 million
in all. Those in the pastoral re-
gions get an 8-yuan monthly
subsidy since they consume
more meat. It is estimated that
the price hikes will bring in
about 5,000 million yuan for the
state each year while the subsidy
given by the state amounts to
more than 6,000 million yuan.

Compared with the 1978
prices, the increases in the
prices are: pork 33 per cent;
eggs 32 per cent; aquatic prod-
ucts 33 per cent; beef and mut-
ton roughly the same as pork;
prices of vegetables will be
slightly raised or not raised, and
the prices of poultry and milk
will be appropriately readjust-
ed under strict control.

In the 30 years since the
founding of People’s China,
commodity prices have been by
and large stable. The main rea-
son for the present price hikes
is: When the State Council
raised the purchasing prices of
18 agricultural products last
March, no corresponding read-
justments were made in the
marketing prices of the major
non-staple foods. With the
marketing prices lower than the
purchasing prices, the more
these non-staple foods were
sold, the greater was the loss;
moreover, this gives rise to
speculation and disorder on the
market. Thus, acting in accord-
ance with the objective econom-
ic laws and to boost production
and the circulation of commodi-
ties and keep the market stable,
the present measure is adopted.

The circular armounced that
no change will be made in the
prices of commodities that are
closely connected with the peo-
ple’s livelihood. These include
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