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CHRONICLE

November 11

e Vice-Foreign Minister He Ying left for
home after visiting Somalia, Kenya, ' Oman,
Lebanon, Egypt, the Yemen Arab Republic and
Kuwait.

November 12

e The 113rd anniversary of Dr. Sun Yat-sen's
birth was marked at meetings held in Beijing,
Shanghai, Jiangsu, Guangdong and Hubei.

e The fourth plenary meeting of the Sino-
Soviet negotiations on state relations was held in
Moscow.,

November 13

e Premier Hua Guofeng met with Bettino
Craxi, General Secretary of the Italian Socialist
Party.

e Foreign Minister Huang Hua concluded
his visit to Romania where he was received
by President Nicolae Ceausescu. Talks were held
between Huang Hua and his Romanian counter-
part Stefan Andrei on international issues of
common interest and the promotion of relations of
friendship and co-operation between China and
Romania.

November 16

e The Fourth National Congress of Writers
and Artists closed in Beijing. Hua Guofeng, Li
Xiannian and other Party and state leaders met all
the participants.

November 17

e Premier Hua Guofeng met with Bangladesh
Foreign Minister Professor Muhammad Shamsul
Hugq.

November 18

e The Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party sent a message of congratulations
to the Romanian Communist Party on the convoca-
tion of its 12th National Congress. A delegation
from the Communist Party of China led by Ulanhu,
Member of the Political Bureau of the C.P.C.
Central Committee, arrived in Bucharest on
November 15 to attend the congress.

e Hua Guofeng, Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China and
Premier of the State Council, met with a delega-
tion from the Central Committee of the League of
Communists of Yugoslavia. Earlier, the delegation
led by Milka Planine, Member of the Presidency
of the Central Com-
mittee of the L.C.Y.
and President of the
Central Committee of
the League of Com-
munists of Croatia,
was feted by Vice-
Chairman Li Xian-
nian.




Zhao Ziyang on Improving
Economic Work

“All the economic patterns
and restrictions that hamper
the expansion of the productive
forces must be done away with
so that our potential may be
fully tapped and the social pro-
ductive forces may develop at
a fast pace.”

This statement was made by
Zhao Ziyang, Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and first secretary
of the Sichuan provincial Party
committee, at a recent meeting
of secretaries of the provincial,
prefectural and county Party
committees of Sichuan.

He said that continued efforts
must be made in the economic
sphere to eliminate the per-
nicious influence of the ultra-
Left line of Lin Biao and the
gang of four.

He listed the manifestations
of this influence as follows:

—In the relationship - be-
tween class struggle and the ex-
pansion of the productive
forces, instead of regarding the
latter as the central task, em-
phasis has over a long time
been laid on “taking class
struggle as the key link.”

— Instead of adapting the
relations of production to the
growth of the productive forces,
emphasis has been laid solely
on changing the relations of
production with the result that
these relations have gone far
ahead of the level of the pro-
ductive forces.
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— Production has been carri-
ed on merely for the sake of
production, thereby departing
from the final goal of socialist
production of continually meet-
ing the increasing material and
cultural needs of the whole
society.

— Instead of acknowledging
the theses that production under
socialist conditions is still com-
modity production and that the
law of value still plays the reg-
ulating role, they have been
repudiated and criticized as
capitalism. This has adversely
affected the development of the
economy.

— There have been rash and
reckless advances without any
regard to the need of a balance
of all sectors of the economy,
and arbitrary orders have been
issued in violation of objective
laws.

Zhao Ziyang said: “Of course,
we must keep to the socialist
road. But what is socialism?
There was confusion in the
people’s minds, and many
things which are not socialist
were regarded as sacred and
inviolable principles.” Marx
and Engels were the founders
of scientific socialism, he added,
but they did not and could not
work out concrete measures for
its realization. And Lenin did
not impose a fixed pattern to
restrict the people’s initiative
and creativity.

“The hallmark of socialism is
the public ownership of the
means of production,” Zhao
Ziyang stressed, “and the prin-
ciple of socialism is ‘to each ac-

cording to his work.” So long
as these two principles are
upheld, a demarcation line is
clearly drawn between socialism
on the one hand and capitalism
and all other social systems
based on the private ownership
of the means of production and
the exploitation of man by man
on the other. With these two
principles as the prerequisites,
we should whatever
system, structure, policy and
method are most effective
in promoting the development
of the productive forces and in
bringing the superiority of the
socialist system into play. We
must never cocoon ourselves
like silkworms.”

adopt

Economic work, Zhao Ziyang
pointed out, is at preseni the
central task of the Communist
Party of China and is politics
of the first magnitude. To con-
centrate our efforts on doing
economic work well, it is im-
perative to further emancipate
the mind and work hard for
the four modernizations in a
systematic and planned way.

Greek Prime Minister
Visits China

Prime Minister Constantine
Karamanlis of the Hellenic
Republic arrived in Beijing on
November 12 for a five-day
official visit to China. This is
the first visit to China by a
Greek government leader. It
marks a new development in

the relations between the two
countries.
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There exists a long-standing
friendship between the Chinese
and Greek peoples. They came

to know each other long ago

through the medium of silk.
Since the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations in 1972, the
amicable relations and co-
operation between the two
countries and the friendly con-
tacts between their people have
made rapid progress, A cul-
tural agreement was signed last
year; another agreement on
scientific and technological co-
operation was signed this time
during the Greek Prime Minis-

ter's stay in Beijing. Both
Premier Hua Guofeng and
Prime Minister Constantine

Karamanlis attended the sign-
ing ceremony. .

At the banquet given in
Beijing in his honour, Prime
Minister Karamanlis pointed
out that the unification of
Europe “will be a great histor-
ical event that will influence
the course of mankind. For it
will enable Europe to make full
use of her great potentialities
and become a stabilizing factor
in international life.” Under
the pressure of events, he said,
the process of unification will
be accelerated. This will be in
the interest of Europe and the
whole world. In Beijing, the
Greek Prime Minister met with
Premier Hua Guofeng and
Vice-Premier Deng Xiaoping on
separate occasions. They held
talks on major international
issues and bilateral relations
and reached identical or similar
views on a wide range of sub-
jects, thereby enhancing mutual
understanding and friendship.

Prime Minister Karamanlis
not only takes a great interest
in promoting West European

unity but also works for the
development of friendly rela-
tions and co-operation with the
Balkan and  Mediterranean
countries and the expansion of
contacts between Greece and
the Arab and other third world
countries. These efforts have
contributed to peace and stabili-
ty in that region.

Vice-Premier Deng said to
the Greek Prime Minister that
the Chinese Government and
people appreciated these efforts
and contributions made by the
Greek Government. He added:
“We were happy to learn last
May that the Greek Govern-
ment had formally signed the
treaty by which it joined the
European Economic Communi-
ty, and we considered it an im-
portant achievement on the
road to the unification of
Western Europe.” '

Tasks of Trade Unions

Trade unions in China should
be organizations which are
trusted by the workers and
which speak and work for them.
This was the keynote of the
second enlarged meeting of the
9th executive committee of the
All-China Federation of Trade
Unions, which closed in Beijing
recently.

The meeting stressed that
trade unions should be the
spokesmen of the workers.
While safeguarding the interests
of the state and the collective,
they should uphold the interests
of the workers they represent.

The most important political
task of the trade unions, it
pointed out, is to organize the
workers and staff to take an
active part in the four modern-

izations and strive to fulfil
and overfulfil the state eco-
nomic plan. To achieve this,
trade union organizations must
uphold the vital interests of
the workers and help solve the
urgent problems in their daily
life which can be solved. The
trade unions must wage strug-
gles against bureaucrats who
are indifferent to the pressing
needs of the people or encroach
on their rights.

Trade unions must safeguard
the democratic rights of the
workers as masters of the na-
tion. Democratic election of
leading cadres at the grass-
roots level is one of their major
rights as well as an important
reform in the cadre system.
Active steps should be taken
now to carry it out on a trial
basis, so that it will be popu-
larized within the next two to
three years.

At the same time, the meet-
ing noted, trade unions must
strengthen political and ideo-
logical work among the workers
who should be helped to get rid
of the remnant influences of
Lin Biao and the gang of four,
combat anarchism and extreme
individualism and resist evil
trends. They should be educat-
ed to observe law and dis-
cipline, promote and consolidate
stability and unity.

Reviewing the work done
since liberation, the meeting
pointed out that prior to the
Cultural Revolution, the trade
unions, led by the Communist
Party and under the guidance
of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Ze-
dong Thought, had adhered to
the Party’s line and policies.
The charges that the trade
unions had practised ‘“‘syndical-
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