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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Life in a People’s
Commune

Our correspondent visitse the
Qianzhou Commune on the
east China plain. She files back
a report on its three-tiered
management system and the
life and hopes of its members
and leaders (p. 17). A com-
panion piece to an earlier
special feature “A Glimpse of
Factory Life" (see issue No. 11,
1980), it gives a cross-section
view of life in China’s 50,000
people’s communes.

The March on Science

Comrade Hu Yaobang un-
derlines the three major
measures to develop China’s
science and technology. The
General Secretary is speaking
to a Beijing science conference
on behalf of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party (p. 13).

Financial News

With 100 million depositors
and over 30,000 million yuan

deposited, banks in China are

boosting interest rates for
depositors (p. 6); efforts to
keep prices basically stable

(p. 5) and foreign exchange
certificates issued (p. 6).

Health Programme for
Rural Women

Fifty million peasant women
were given free medical check-
ups for gynaecological diseases;
70 million more under 60 will
be examined (p. 27).

Co-operation With Other
Countries

Sino-U.S. protocol on utiliza-
tion of hydroelectric power;
processing and assembling of
electronic products for foreign
firms (p. 8); and joint efforts
in publishing (p. 28).

Militarization in Viet Nam

Stepping up the country’s
militarization can only worsen
its economic plight and make
life even harder for its people.
Dependence on Moscow and the

threat to Asian peace will grow
(p- 9).

Tension in El Salvador

The assassination of Arch-
bishop Remero and the clashes
which followed spotlight the

growing  socio-political con-
tradictions in this Central
American republic and the

danger of external ‘interference
(p- 12).

Books: “History of Modern
Chinese Thought”

A collection of ten essays on
modern Chinese thinkers, point-
ing to the pervasive influence
of feudal and petty bourgeois
ideas on Chinese politics (p. 29)" o
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CHINA

POLITICAL

Emphasis on Collective
Leadership

The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China has
gradually restored the system
of collective leadership which
was seriously sabotaged. The
recent Fifth Plenary Session of
the 11th Party Central Com-
mittee once again stressed that
Party committees, from the

#Mentral Committee down to the

grass-roots level, must practise
collective leadership in real
earnest.

This is an important measure
for perfecting Party life and
improving Party leadership.
Renmin Ribao on March 23
frontpaged an editorial on this
question with the following
main points:

e Collective leadership is the
supreme principle of Party
leadership. The Communist
Party, which differs from other
political parties, has always
relied on collective wisdom and
experience. This being the case,
all major issues must be dis-

mussed and decided collectively
oy the Party committees, and
not arbitrarily by an individual
or a few people.

e Collective leadership means
the application of the principle
of democratic centralism in the
leading bodies at all levels. The
practice of collective leadership
requires both democracy and
centralism, and to realize cor-
rect centralism, it is necessary
to give full play to democracy
within the Party committees.

e In order to uphold collective
leadership, it is essential to
oppose the overestimation of
the role of any individual.

April 14, 1980

Lenin said: “In the sea of
people we are after all but a
drop in the ocean, and we
administer only when we ex-
press correctly what the people
are conscious of.” Experiences
gained in the international com-
munist movement and in our
Party have proved that if lead-
ing members, including out-
standing leaders, were to over-
stress their personal role and
act arbitrarily, they would
make mistakes and bring great
harm to the cause of the Party.

e Historical experience proves
that it is not a bad thing to
permit the airing of differing
views and debate their merits,
because that will impel us to
analyse and study all problems
more thoroughly, take every
possibility into consideration
and handle them in the best
possible way. This will help
prevent mistakes.

e Strengthening collective
leadership does not in the least
mean negating or reducing per-
sonal responsibility. Under col-
lective leadership, every Party
committee member must assume
responsibility and do his own
work well. Only in this way
will the Party committee be
full of vigour and efficient.

.In Memory of Revolutionary
Martyrs

On April 4, the date of the
traditional Qing Ming
Festival this year when
the Chinese people com-
memorate and  pay
tribute to the dead,
many youngsters in
Beijing gathered in
front of the Monument
to the People’'s Heroes

at Tian An Men Square ’M v gy

and carried out various
activities in commem-

oration of the
martyrs.

revolutionary

The monument was surround-
ed by hundreds of wreaths and
baskets of flowers, most of
which were dedicated to the
revolutionary martyrs and the
people’s heroes and some were
especially made for the departed
veteran proletarian revolution-
aries.

On one scroll these words
were written: “Without Chair-
man Mao, there would be no
New China. One should never
forget the well-digger when one
drinks water. Eternal glory to
Chairman Mao Zedong!”

Among the poems in memory
of Comrade Zhou Enlai, one
read: “Your ashes were scatter-
ed across the motherland;
wherever they fell, the plum
trees have grown up. When you
come and look around, you will
smile on seeing the plums in
full bloom.”

On a wreath dedicated to
Comrade Liu Shaoqi, these
words were written on a scroll:
“Your magnificent contributions
made in 50 years will go down
in the annals of history with
everybody singing the praises of
you."”

Over the past few days, group
after group of Communist

Youth League members and
Young Pioneers, carrying their
bright banners

and wreaths,




went to the Monument to the
People’s Heroes to pay their
tribute to the revolutionary
martyrs. They pledged to fol-
low the Party’s instructions,
carry out the behests of the
martyrs, study assiduously and
work hard so as to contribute
to the accomplishment of the
four modernizations.

Comrade Li Lisan
Rehabilitated

A memorial meeting was held
in Beijing on March 20 for Com-
rade Li Lisan. He was rehabil-
itated as a proletarian revolu-
tionary and one of the outstand-
ing leaders in China’s workers
movement. Chairman Hua Guo-
feng and other Party and state
leaders presented wreaths.
Deng Xiaoping and other lead-
ers of the Party and state at-
tended the memorial meeting.

This is another step taken by
the Party to uphold the tradi-
tion which Chairman Mao
advocated, that is, seeking
truth from facts and correcting
mistakes whenever they are
discovered.

Li Lisan died on June 22,
1967 at the age of 68 after cruel
persecution by Lin Biao and the
gang of four.

Wang Zhen, Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, delivered a mem-
orial speech. He said that Li
Lisan was a native of Liling,
Hunan Province, Born in 1899,
he dedicated himself to China’s
revolutionary cause when he
was young. In 1919, he went
to France on a work-study
programme where he took part
in revolutionary activities
among the Chinese students and
workers there. He was admit-
ted into the Chinese Communist
Party in 1921 after he returned
to China.
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In 1922, he and Comrade
Liu Shaoqi went to Anyuan to
take part in leading the strike
of the railwaymen and coal-
miners there, which played an
important role in developing
the workers movement through-
out the country,

In 1927, he followed Comrade
Zhou Enlai in participating in
the Nanchang Uprising.

In 1930 when he worked in
the Party Central Committee in
Shanghai, he initiated the er-
roneous “Left” deviationist line
(the Lisan line). It was not
long before he became aware
of his mistake and corrected it.

In 1931, the Party sent him to
study in the Soviet Union.
There he worked with the Red
International of Trade Unions
and the foreign languages press.
He was once the editor of the
newspaper Jiu Guo Shi Bao
(Save the Country). He also led
the translation work on Marxist-
Leninist classics, which helped
greatly in propagating Marxism-
Leninism.

In 1948, he became responsible
for the day-to-day work of the
All-China Federation of Trade
Unions, making contributions to
organizing the workers in con-
solidating the newborn political
power of the people and restor-
ing the national economy.

Wang Zhen said that follow-
ing the start of the Cultural
Revolution, he disregarded the
vilification and persecution by
Lin Biao and the gang of four,
upheld principle, sought truth
from facts and arrayed himself
against them,

In conclusion, Wang Zhen said
that Comrade Li Lisan led a
revolutionary life, a life of
struggle. He dedicated all his
energy to the cause of the
Chinese people’s liberation and
to the great cause of com-
munism.

Seamen From the Mainland
Visit Taiwan

Seventeen seamen from the
mainland of China working on
a West German freighter were
given a warm wecome and re-
ception by their Taiwan com-
patriots when their ship re-
cently called at Jilong in Tai-
wan. At the invitation of the
Jilong branch of the Taiwan
Seamen’s Association, they went
ashore and were taken on a tour
of the city of Taibei.

Referring to this visit, Qiu Jin,
Vice-Chairman of the Seamen'’s
Trade Union of China, said on
April 4 that it was a good lhinﬁ.
because it helped enhance mu-°
tual understanding between the
people on the mainland and
Taiwan and was therefore wel-
comed by the Chinese people on
both sides of the Taiwan Straits.
“We hope that there will be
more contacts of this kind in
the future,” he added.

“Seamen on the mainland
have received their Taiwan col-
leagues on many occasions,” he
continued. “More Taiwan sea-
men are welcome to come to the
mainland either as tourists or to
visit their relatives. We will
give them a warm reception.”

Interflow of Goods. Recently
spokesman for the General Ad-
ministration of Customs said
that trade between the mainland
and Taiwan is regional interflow
of goods. Under the existing
conditions, in order to promote
trade between trade corpora-
tions on the mainland and in-
dustrial and commercial circles
on Taiwan Island, trade cor-
porations on the mainland may
apply to the Chinese customs for
permission to ship goods from
or to Taiwan, and the customs
will accept certificates issued by
the Taiwan authorities and their
subordinate organizations.
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