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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Role of the Individual

The people, not some great
men, are the makers of history.
This is a Marxist thesis. What
would be the consequences if
the role of the individual were
exaggerated and a personality
cult should emerge? (P. 17.)

Economic Reform

Joint enterprises have been
sel up in some parts of the
country in accordance with the
new policy in restructuring the
national economy. One of the
latest examples is the large
Nanjing Radio Corporation
(p. 4). The viability of such
enterprises has been abundantly
proved in practice. A leading
member of the State Council
explains their advantages, the
forms they take and the prin-
ciples involved (p. 3).

Forum on Youth

Are Chinese youths who have
grown up in the years of tur-

moil a “lost gener'ation” as
some allege? Or are they more
sophisticated and more mature,
having gone through periods of
great change? Deputy director
of a national paper for youths
probes the problem and sug-
gests ways and means to help
the younger generation turn
their talents to advantage for
the modernization drive (p. 2:

The Palestinian Question

The recent U.N.
on Palestine,

resolution
adopted by an
overwhelming  majority  of
votes, is an indication of the
increasing awareness that a ju-
solution to the Palesti 1 .n
question is of key importance to
a genuine and lasting peace in
the Middle East. Israel's in-
transigence and forcible occu-
pation of the whole of Jerusalem
is condemned* by China (p. 9).

The Afghan Scene

While the Soviet-backed Kar-
mal regime is plagued by

factional clashes ana defections,
Afghan resistance forces are
closing their ranks (p. 11).

Memories of 1939

The world is again confront-
ed with the threat of war—
not from Nazi Germany as in
1939, but from Soviet
imperialism.  What should be
done to cope with this menace?

. 14.)

social-

Tension in South Africa

Despite intensified repressive
measures, the blacks in South
Africa are
resistance against
regime (p. 13).
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CHINA

EVENTS & TRENDS

ECONOMIC

Promoting Economic
Integration

To take the road of integra-
tion and set up various types of
joint enterprises — this is the
direction in which China will
follow in developing its national
economy. A leading member
of the State Council said this re-
cently in an interview with cor-
respondents of the Xinhua News

e\ gency.

Promoting economic integra-
tion is an important policy of
our country at present, he said.
All the places and departments
should give it their full support,
sum up the experience gained
and guide it on to the road of
smooth development.

Since the readjustment and
restructuring of the national

economy started last year, more
and more enterprises have been
freed from the limitations of the
system of unified management
over-concentration of

with

power and they have been given
greater power of self-manage-
ment. This has resulted in
greater enthusiasm among the
workers and economic work has
become more lively with each
passing day.

Various forms of joint en-
terprises have been set up
throughout China. They include:
Integrated corporations of
the same trade, special corpora-
tions producing one product,
inter-trade joint corporations,
integrated farming, industrial
and commercial corporations,
enterprises jointly run by areas
producing raw materials and
areas doing processing work,
joint  enterprises established
with funds invested by indus-
trial centres in backward re-
gions, urban big factories co-
operating with neighbouring
rural communes which process
materials and supply manufac-
tured goods.

In explaining this new policy,
the leading comrade cited the
following advantages:

—In the joint enterprises,
the participating units can give

Workers of a collectively owned knitting mill of a people’s com-
mune on the outskirts of Beijing doing processing work for the

state-owned Beijing No.

1 Knitting Mill in accordance with an

agreement on co-operation between them.
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full scope to their strong points
and make up each other’s de-
ficiencies so as to achieve the
best economic results.

—Joint enterprises which in-
corporate production, supply
and marketing of goods in ac-
cordance with objective eco-
nomic laws help liven up eco-
nomic activities. Artificial bar-
riers set up by administra-
tive measures between regions
and departments are thus
eliminated,

— In line with the principle of
carrying out co-operation among
specialized departments, joint
enterprises help reorganize in-
dustry, promote technical pro-
gress and rational production
and raise labour productivity,
thereby avoiding the mistake of
building the same kind of fac-
tories and producing goods in a
blind way.

With regard to the principles
and ways of setting up joint en-
terprises, he listed the following:

— The setting up of joint en-
terprises should conform with
the needs of developing produc-
tion and be carried out on a
voluntary basis instead of ad-
ministrative orders. .

— Joint enterprises may be
set up irrespective of the dif-
ference in trade or region.
Ownership of the means of pro-
duction, affiliation and finan-
cial relations of the parties con-
cerned will remain as before and
will not be changed arbitrarily.

— There should be equality
and mutual benefit for all par-
ties concerned.

— The forms of integration
are many, they vary from place
to place and are based on actual
needs.

— There should be democratic
and scientific management in
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the joint enterprises. The or-
gans of power are the joint com-
mittees or boards of directors
consisting of representatives of
all the parties concerned. No
party can change their decisions
and administrative departments
cannot intervene in their work.

First Joint Radio Enterprise

Thirty-eight radio factories

and research institutions in
Nanjing, capital of Jiangsu
Province, amalgamated last

month to form the Nanjing
Radio Corporation. This is the
first joint ‘enterprise in China’s
radio industry and one of the
many forms of joint enterprises
set up in various parts of the
country since the introduction
of economic reforms in 1979,

The new corporation em-
braces more than 30,000 peo-
ple. Of its member units, 10
are state-owned enterprises,
some belonging to the Fourth
Ministry of Machine-Building
and some to the Nanjing munic-
ipal government, while the
other 28 are collectively owned.

Jiangsu's electronic in-
dustry leads the nation in both
production capacity and tech-
nology. The corporation’s main
factory is the Nanjing Radio
Factory which is known for its
famous  ‘““Panda” transistor
radios. Though this factory has
had close co-operation with 30-
odd local factories for years, it
has never been able to give full
play to its potentialities be-
cause of the lack of a unified
organization and plan, which
accounted for the dispersion of
strength and duplication of
products. Now the corporation
operates under a unified man-
agement by economic means
and organizes production in ac-
cordance with the speciality of
each member factory so as to
get better economic results.
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The main products at present
are various kinds of com-
munication equipment, tran-
sistor radios, TV sets, radio
tape-recorders and relevant
testing instruments and elec-
tronic components. The cor-
poration will, in the light of
demands on domestic and
foreign markets, produce vari-
ous kinds of electronic prod-
ucts for consumer use and
gradually expand to become a
big comprehensive company
engaged in scientific research,
production, marketing and
technical services.

The corporation undertakes
independent cost accounting
and operates under the guidance
of state planning. Upon ful-
filment of production quotas
fixed by the state., it may
arrange for extra production
in accordance with market
demands and accept orders for
processing.

While the management of
the corporation is in charge of
overall production, each mem-
ber unit retains a certain
amount of power in managing
its own affairs. Major deci-
sions are made by the board of
directors. with the director.
deputy directors, chief engineer
and chief accountant in charge
of their respective departments.

With due consideration for
the interests of all quarters
concerned, each unit retains its
former ownership of the means
of production and financial
relations and is responsible for
its own profits or losses.

Big Increase in Retail
Sales

Retail sales in the first half of
this year totalled 101,370 mil-
lion yuan for the whole country,
an increase of 15,790 million
yuan over that of the same
period of last year.

Tibetans selling products made by

themselves at a free market in
Lhasa.

A spokesman for the State
Statistical Bureau said that this
was a record six-month in-
crease in the three post-libera-
tion decades.

A 40 per cent increase was
registered in the sales of pork.
mutton, beef, poultry, eggs and
aquatic products. Meat is no
longer rationed, and there is at
present a greater variety of
sweets and cakes, cold drinks
and other foodstuffs on sale.

The Xidan Emporium, one of
the biggest in Beijing, now of-
fers 29,000 varieties of goods for
sale, 7.255 more than in June
last year.

Demands for more durable

consumer goods are rising.
Sales of television sets, wrist-
watches, sewing machines,

bicycles, electric fans and wash-
ing machines have gone up con-
siderably.

The spokesman of the State
Statistical Bureau attributed the
increases in retail sales to the
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