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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Trial of Counter-Revolu-
tionary Cliques of Lin
Biao and Jiang Qing

Ten principal culprits of the
counter-revolutionary cliques of
Lin Biao and Jiang Qing will
soon be tried for sedition and
conspiracy to overthrow the
state power of proletarian dicta-
torship as well as other major
crimes. A special procuratorate
and a special court have been
set up by a decision of the
Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress (p. 3).

Two Important Laws

Unofficial translations of the
Nationality Law and the In-
come Tax Law concerning joint
ventures with Chinese and
foreign investment adopted at
the recent session of the Fifth

National People's Congress last
month (pp. 17-20).

Why Is “Sida’” Abolished

A resolution was adopted at
the recent session of the N.P.C.
to delete the provision concern-
ing the so-called sida from

" Article 45 of the Constitution.

Why? A special feature in this
issue traces the rise and fall of
the dazibao (big-character post-
ers) and tells why the sida is
abolished (pp. 22-28).

Huang Hua on International
Situation

Vice-Premier and Foreign
Minister Huang Hua’s speech at
the 35th Session of the U.N.
General Assembly underscores
the importance of taking effec-
tive measures to counter war
provocations by the hegemonists

in order to safeguard world
peace (pp. 12-14).

One Couple, One Child

China is taking effective
measures to control the popula-
tion growth. The Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party has issued an open
letter encouraging each couple
to have only one child so as to
keep the population within 1,200
million by the end of this cen-
tury (p. 4).
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Principal Culprits of the Counter-Revolutionary
Cliques of Lin Biao and Jiang Qing
To Be Tried

HE Supreme People's Pro-
curatorate will soon start a
public prosecution against the
counter-revolutionary cliques of
Lin Biao and Jiang Qing. This
was announced by Huang

sHuoging, Chief Procurator of

che Supreme People's Pro-
curatorate, at the 16th meeting
of the Standing Committee of
the Fifth National People’s Con-
gress on September 27. At the
meeting he gave a report con-
cerning this case and proposed
to the N.P.C. Standing Commit-
tee that a special procuratorate
of the Supreme People’s Pro-
curatorate and a special court of
the Supreme People’s Court be
set up to try the principal cul-
prits of the two counter-revolu-
tionary cliques.

The ten principal defendants
to be prosecuted are Jiang Qing,
Zhang Chungiao, Yao Wenyuan,
Wang Hongwen, Chen Boda,

Huang Yongsheng, Wu Faxian,

Li Zuopeng, Qiu Huizuo and
Jiang Tengjiao*.

According to the regulations
of China's Law of Criminal
Procedure, no prosecution will
be instituted against those de-
fendants who are dead.

Huang Huogqing said that the
procuratorate had examined the
case file and evidence submit-
ted by the Minisiry of Public
Security, which had concluded
its investigation into the case,
and had interrogated the accus-
ed. He added that ample evi-
dence proved that the Lin Biao
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and Jiang Qing counter-revolu-
tionary cliques were guilty of
grave crimes.

The ten principal accused
will be prosecuted and tried on
the following four counts:

— Sedition and conspiracy to
overthrow the political power
of proletarian dictatorship;

— Frame-up and persecution
of Party and state leaders and
usurpation of Party leadership
and state power;

— Persecution and suppres-
sion of cadres and the masses
of the people and practice of
a fascist dictatorship; and

— Plotting to murder Chair-
man Mao and engineering a
counter-revolutionary armed re-
bellion.

In a word, their crimes were
those of usurping Party leader-
ship and state power and bring-
ing calamity to the country and
the people.

The prosecution against Lin
Biao, Jiang Qing and company
involves only their counter-
revolutionary  crimes which
violated the Criminal Law, and
does not touch upon their errors
in work, including those related
to political line, Huang Huo-
ging noted.

The case of Lin Biao and the
gang of four is being handled
seriously and prudently, Huang
Huoging said. The leading group
under the Central Commission
for Inspecting Discipline to ex-
amine the case of Lin Biao and

the gang of four has done a
great deal of work. The Min-
istry of Public Security began
in late April this year the in-
vestigation and. pre-trial of
those members of the Lin Biao
and Jiang Qing cliques who are
now in custody. The results of
the investigation showed that
they had violated the Criminal
Law and that they should be
dealt with by the judicial de-
partment according to law.
Since the case was of an ex-
traordinary and grave nature,
functionaries of the Supreme
People’s Procuratorate were as-
signed to take part in and su-
pervise the whole process of the
investigation and pre-trial from
the very beginning.

Huang Huoqing stated that
the two counter-revolutionary
cliques of Lin Biao and Jiang
Qing will be prosecuted as one
case. This is because the two
cliques colluded with and made
use of each other. During the
first five years of the ‘“‘cultural
revolution,” the two cliques

* Before taken into custody, the
ten principal defendants held these
posts: Jiang Qing was Member of
the Political Bureau of the C.P.C.
Central Committee; Zhang Chun-
giao, Standing Committee -Mem-
ber of the Political Bureau of the
C.P.C. Central Committee and
Vice-Premier of the State Council:
Yao Wenyuan, Member of the
Political Bureau of the C.P.C.
Central Committee; Wang -Hong-
wen, Vice-Chairman of the C.P.C.
Central Commitiee; Chen Boda,
Standing Committee Member of
the Political Bureau of the C.P.C.
Central Committee; Huang Yong-
sheng, Chief of the General
Staff of the People's Liberation
Army; Wu Faxian, Commander-
in-Chief of the air force of the
P.L.A’; Li Zuopeng, Political Com-
missar of the P.L.A. navy; Qiu
Huizuo, head of the General Logis-
tics Department of the P.L.A.:
Jiang Tengjiao, air force political
commissar of the Nanjing Units
of the PL.A.




acted
mitted

in collusion and com-

crimes in  usurping
Party leadership and state
power, plunging the country
and people into calamities.
The criminal activities of the
two cliques were interrelated
and inseparable from each other.
After Lin Biao died in an air
crash in September 1971 while
fleeing the country, the Jiang
Qing counter-revolutionary
clique recruited his followers
and carried on conspiratorial ac-
tivities.

Huang Huoqing said: The
crimes Lin Biao, Jiang Qing
and their followers committed
during the ten years of the
“cultural revolution” brought
untold calamities to our country
and nation. But we will con-
fine our suit against them to
their direct and principal crimes
and their responsibility for these
crimes.

He added that a detailed
study was made during the
process of investigation, pre-
trial and procuratorial prepara-
tions. He stressed: “We lay
stress on evidence and do not
readily believe confessions. We
base ourselves on facts and use
the law as our criterion. In the
criminal proceedings against Lin
Biao, Jiang Qing and their fol-
lowers, we base ourselves
on ascertained and verified
original material evidence such
as dossiers, letters, diaries,
notes, records and tape record-
ings.”

The other accomplices involv-
ed in the case will be tried sep-
arately by the Supreme Peo-
ple’s Court, local people’s courts
and military courts.

The meeting on September 27
was presided over by Peng
Zhen, Vice-Chairman of the
N.P.C. Standing Committee. At
the meeting Wang Heshou, Dep-
uty Secretary of the Central
Commission for Inspecting Dis-

cipline Under the C.P.C. Cen-
tral Committee, gave an expla-
nation relating to the commis-
sion’s examination of the case
of the two counter-revolution-
ary cliques. Ling Yun, Vice-
Minister of Public Security,
gave an explanation of the
main evidence concerning their
crimes.

Special Procuratorate and
Special Court
On September 29, the N.P.C.
Standing Committee decided to
set up a special procuratorate
and a special court to prosecute

and try the principal culprits-

of the counter-revolutionary
cliques of Lin Biao and Jiang
Qing. Huang Huoging was ap-
pointed chief of the special proc-
uratorate and Jiang Hua, chief
of the special court.

The special court will consist
of two courts. Zeng Hanzhou.
Vice-President of the Supreme
People’s Court, was appointed
chief judge of the first court,
and Wu Xiuquan, Deputy Chief
of the General Staff of the
P.L.A.,, was appointed -chief
judge of the second court. In
addition, deputy chiefs of the
special procuratorate and the
special court, procurators and
judges were appointed.

The special court will conduct
open trials. The various prov-
inces, autonomous regions and
municipalities directly under the
central government, political
parties, people’s organizations,
government organs and People’s
Liberation Army can send rep-
resentatives to attend the trials
as observers. The judgment of
the special court will be the
judgment of the final instance.

One Couple, One Child

The Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China
has issued an open letter call-
ing on all members of the
Party ' and the Communist

Youth League to take the lead
to respond to the call of “one
couple, one child.” The letter
has also urged them to publi-
cize among the people the im-
portance of this call. The aim
is to keep the population with-
in 1,200 million by the end
of this century.

The letter said: “The State
Council has aiready issued a
call to the people of the whole
country, encouraging  each
couple to have only one child.
This is an important measure
which concerns the speed and
future of the four moderniza-
tions and the health and hap-
piness of the future genera—-‘\
tions. It is a measure that con-
forms to the immediate and
longer-term interests of , the
whole people.”

The letter recalled that in
the 30 years since the found-
ing of the People’s Republic in
1949, China’s net population
increase was 430 million. This
was the result of the improve-
ment of health work and peo-
ple’s living standards, which
greatly reduced the mortality
rate. In those years, the
state did not take adequate
measures to control the birth
rate. "The rapid growth of
population is causing increas-
ing difficulties for the people
in food, clothing, housing, @
transportation, education, pub-
lic health and employment, and
makes it difficult for the state
to bring about a change to the
country’s poverty and back-
wardness within a short time.

What is even more aggravat-
ing is the fact that young
people under 30 now account
for 65 per cent of the total
population. This means that in
the coming years an average
of 20 million people will reach
the marriageable and child-
bearing age every year. If ef-
forts are not made to bring the
population growth .under: con-
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