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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Hu Yaobang Gives
Interview

In an interview with the
editor of Awghi, organ of the
Greek Communist Party of the
Interior, General Secretary Hu
Yaobang answers questions
concerning the “cultural revo-
* lution,” China’s political and
economic reforms, and inter-
Party relations (p. 11).

China’s Stand on Polish

Question

Vice-Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Han Nianlong declared
that the internal affairs of
Poland should be settled by
the Polish people themselves
without foreign interference.
The Vice-Minister also answer-
ed questions from Chinese and
foreign reporters about other
important international issues
(p. 8).
Importance of Ideological

Work

A  Renmin Ribao editorial

stresses the importance of
strengthening ideological and
political work among the peo-
ple in order to facilitate the
current  economic  readjust-
ment and expedite the moderni-
zation drive (p. 3).

Party Discipline

Party committees at all levels
are urged to combat unhealthy
tendencies and improve the
style of work which, as Vice-
Chairman of the Chinese Com-
munist Party Chen Yun said,
“is a matter of life and death
to the Party” (p. 4).

Price Control

A state Council circular calls
for concerted efforts to control
the prices to ensure a stable
livelihood for the people (p. 4).

Abortive Coup d’Etat

This week's Special Feature
gives a detailed account of the
attempted  assassination of
Chairman Mao Zedong and

abortive counter-revolutionary
coup d'etat by Lin Biao and
his cohorts (pp. 19-28).

Court Reports
The - First Tribunal of the
Special Court investigated

charges in the indictment that
Jiang Qing had framed large
numbers of innocent people
and that Zhang Chungiao and
Wang Hongwen had plotted to
engineer an armed rebellion in
Shanghai (pp. 14-17).

The Second Tribunal com-
pleted its investigation of the
charges against Huang Yong-
sheng, former chief of the
the P.L.A..
defendants

General Staff of
other

and four
(pp. 17-18).
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CHINA

EVENTS & TRENDS

POLITICAL

Strengthening Ideological-
Political Work

Renmin Ribao on December 5
carried an editorial calling for
the strengthening of ideological
and political worlz and the in-
tegration of ideological with
economic work so as to expedite
the four modernizations.

The editerial stressed the ne-
cessity of combating erroneous
ideas among the cadres and the
people as a whole. These ideas
include “Leftist” thinking, the
ideological influences of [eudal-
ism and small production, and
bourgeois ideas infiltrating from
abroad. The key to success in
ideological and political educa-
tion lies in improving Party
leadership, the editorial added,
and Party leaders and members
should set a good example and
be models in improving their
style of work.

The gist of the editorial fol-
lows:

China is now in a period of
historic transition. An impor-
tant and pressing task facing the

mm Whole Party is to strengthen

ideological and political work
and mobilize the people of the
whole country to work with one
mind fo promote the current
economic readjustment and re-

structuring and expedite the
socialist modernization of the
country.

Since the Third Plenary Ses-
sion of the Party's 11th Central
Committee in December 1978,
Party committees at all levels
have done much to set things
right and emancipate the mind.
Ideologically, the cadres and the
masses are on the whole active
and healthy.
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However, as a result of the
serious sabotage by the Lin Bi2o
and Jiang Qing counter-revolu-
lionary cliques, the adverse
effects of “Leftist” thinking
over the years stiil need to be
eradicated. Moreover, the ideo-
logical influences of feudalism
and small production still exist
to a serious extent, and with tne
expansion of international ex-
changes, decadent bourgeois
ideas constantly infiltrate into
the country. In addition, many
cadres and people are mentally
unprepared for the overall
readjustment of the national
economy and various economic
reforms. Many theoretical ques-
tions, policies and measures have
vet to be further probed,
clarified and perfected. And
there are shortcomings and er-
rors in our work after the
smashing of the gang of four.
All this has resulted in various
kinds of ideological questions
among the cadres and the
masses and given rise to certain
erroneous thinking and confu-
sion.

These are unavoidable at a
time of great change. The ques-
tion is that quite a few units
and departments fail to rec-
ognize all this and have re-
laxed ideological and political
work with the result that many
ideological  problems ' which
should have been solved remain
unsolved for a long time; in
some cases, simplistic methods
are used, thereby complicating
the problems and making them
harder to solve.

To accomplish the four
modernizations, it is necessary
to have the firm backing of the
Party’s ideological and political
work. It is our revolutionary
tradition to attach importance
to such work. In this new
historical period, it is all the
more necessary to place ideo-

logical and political work in a
very important position.

To strengthen this work, we
must continue to emancipate
our minds and seek truth from
facts. In the final analysis,
ideological and political work
means using the Marxist stand-
point, views and methods to
educate and unite the people.

It is necessary that this work
should adapt itself to and serve
the four modernizations. Ap-
propriate criticisms and self-
criticisms should be made
against ‘erroneous ideas and
practices that hinder the pro-
gress of the four moderniza-
tions. The enthusiasm of the
masses must be guided in the
right direction so as to boost the
production and improve the
work of their units.

Concern for the well-being of
the masses is an important part
of the ideological and political
work. On the other hand, it is
necessary to educate the people
to cqrrectly handle the relation-
ships between the state, the col-
lective and the individual.

In addition, it is imperative
to improve education among
the cadres and correct our
Party’s working style. The fine
traditions and practices of our
Party must be revived and car-
ried forward.

The key to strengthening ideo-
logical and political work lies in
improving Party leadership.
First of all, our system must be
reformed so that there will
gradually be a division of
work between the Party and
the government. From now on,
the Party committees should
exercise leadership and ensure
the implementation of the
Party’s line, principles and
policies not by issuing adminis-
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trative orders but “~mainly
through ideological and political
work and through Party mem-
bers playing an exemplary van-
guard role.

Chen Yun and Hu Yaobang
On Party Discipline

Chen Yun, Vice-Chairman of
the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party and
First Secretary of the Central
Committee’s Discipline Inspec-
tion Commission, called on the
whole Party to make unswerv-
ing efforts to improve the
Party’s style of work. He
stressed: “The style of work of
a ruling Party is a matter of
life and death to the Party.”

Quoting this statement at a
recent meeting of the Discipline
Inspection Commission of the
Central Committee, General Sec-
retary of the Party Hu Yao-
bang expounded this question
and made the following re-
marks:

When the status of a Marxist
Party changes from that of
being the object of oppression,
massacre and encirclement to
that of a ruling Party of the
whole country, there is the
possibility that it may de-
generate and change its nature.
Party members whose revolu-
tionary will-power is weak are
prone to succumb to sugar-
coated bullets and degenerate.
They often mistake the leading
position of the Party for that
of a ruler and look upon them-
selves as rulers.

The historical experience of
the Chinese Communist Party
shows that the Party’s line and
policies and its style of work
and inner-Party life are inter-
dependent; for the Party to
have only a correct political
line and correct policies is in-
sufficient, it must have a cor-
rect organizational line and a
good style of work.

4

Thanks to the joint efforts
made by the Party discipline
inspection commissions at vari-
ous levels and the entire Party,
much progress has been made
in Party discipline over the past
one year or two. But compared
with the early post-liberation
days, there has been no basic
improvement. In some places,
a good style of work is serious-
ly lacking. Examples in this re-
gard are numerous:

Some cadres openly or covert-

ly refuse to implement the
Party’s line, principles and
policies;

Some take advantage of the
position and power given them
by the Party and the people to
seek personal gains, form fac-
tions and put their faithful fol-
lowers in important posts;

Some throw Party principles
to the winds to establish ties
with others, give dinner parties
or gifts, accept bribes to the
detriment of the good name of
the Party and the country, and
dissipate public funds or prop-
erty;

A few even use their power
to make false charges against
good people;

Some practise fraud. deceive
their superiors and delude
their subordinates, take to flat-
tery and seize every chance to
gain advantage by trickery;

Some are extremely irrespon-
sible in their work and have
caused enormous loss to the in-
terests of the state and people.

All these vile practices have
damaged the prestige of the
Party, undermined the relations
between the Party and ‘the peo-
ple, weakened the Party’s
strength, and encouraged un-
healthy social tendencies.

These vile practices are the
result of the corruption of our
Party by the ideology of the
exploiting classes and the sabo-

tage of normal inner-Party dem-
ocratic life by Lin Biao and
the gang of four.

To take resolute measures to
improve the Party’s style of
work is a continuation of the
struggle to eliminate the re-
maining pernicious influences
of Lin Biao and the gang of
four. It is imperative to uphold
what is just, without fear of
offending someone in the course
of doing so. Party committees
at all levels should organize
Party members and cadres to
conscientiously study the
“Guiding Principles for Inner-
Party Political Life"" promul-
gated last March, and take
practical steps to check un
healthy tendencies, especially
those against which the people
have the most complaints. Party
discipline inspection commis-
sions at all levels should not
hesitate to combat unhealthy
tendencies and overcome all

“kinds - of obstructions and dif-

ficulties in their work.

ECONOMIC

Controlling Prices

The State Council issued a
circular on December 7 calling
for concerted efforts to step up
the production of commodities
and control the prices. The ai
is to ensure a stable livelihood
for the people. An important
task put forward at the national
working conference on prices
held in April this year was to
guarantee the basic stability of
prices.

Major points of the State

Council circular are:

— Retail prices of all com-
modities, manufactured goods
or farm produce, with prices
already fixed by the state, must
not be higher than the fixed
prices after the promulgation of
the circular;
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