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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Socialist Spiritual

Civilization

Along with the overriding aim
of realizing the four moderniza-
tions, the goal of building
socialist spiritual civilization
should also be on the agenda.
This was urged by a Vice-
President of the Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences. His views are
elucidated in his letter to a
Party leader (p. 16).

A campaign to learn from Lei
Feng, a selfless P.L.A. fighter, is
being unfolded to foster com-
munist ideals, devotion to the
public interest and comradely
relationship, all of which are
among the major contents of the
socialist spiritual civilization
(p. 6).

Sino-Dutch Relations

China recalls its ambassador
to the Netherlands and down-
grades Since-Dutch diplomatic
relations to the charge d’affaires
level (p. 8).

TV in China

With an ever-growing au-
dience in the cities and wvil-
lages, television is becoming
a part of the Chinese people’s
daily life, serving as a medium
of education and entertainment
(pp. 21-28).

El Salvador Situation

The Soviet strategy to bring
Soviet-American global conten-
tion to the ‘“‘backyard” of the
United States has aggravated
the situation in El Salvador
(p. 10).

China opposes intervention by
outside forces in the internal
affairs of all countries (p. 8).

Behind Moscow’s “Appeal”

One of the reasons for
Moscow’s “appeal” for a re-
gional conference between

ASEAN and Indochinese coun-
tries is to extricate itself and its
surrogate from the mire in

Kampuchea. But there's more
to it than that (p. 11).

Booming Arms Traffic

The biggest exporters of
armaments — a major means to
promote their global interests —
are the Soviet Union and the
United States. Increasing arms
trade has brought serious con-
sequences to the present-day
turbulent world (p. 14).

Book on China’s Economy

A collection of theses by the
noted economist Xue Mugiao on
the readjustment and re-
structuring of China’s national
economy (p. 30).

Sun Jingxiu. 2 well-known edu-
cator, telling stories to children.
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Notes

From the Editors

China’s Strategic Position

China is poor and backward.
Does it follow that China’s
position in global strategy is
negligible?

World politicians and ac-
tivists, who underestimate
China’s position in the global
strategy of opposing hegemon-
ism and safeguarding peace,
will not be able to make a
correct appraisal of the world
situation, nor can they have a
correct strategy.

~ There is no denying the fact
that China is a weak and poor
country and its military equip-
ment is rather backward. But
we have a clear estimation of
ourselves. Ours is a big country
with its own strength, views
and tradition. And this is a
tradition of the weak overcom-
ing the strong, of the ill-
equipped defeating the better-
equipped and of waging a pro-
tracted war against invaders.

It is known to the whole
world that, to emancipate
themselves, the Chinese people
have defeated a strong and
superior force with a weak and
backward force. They dare to

ok reality in the face even in
“extremely  difficult circum-
stances. It is by relying on their
own strength that they founded
the People’s Republic of China.

Facts over the past three
decades since the founding of
the People’s Republic have
proved that the Chinese people
do not fear the use of force,
threats or encirclement by im-
perialism and  hegemonism.
They have safeguarded their
own independence and sov-
ereignty and made contributions
to the defence of world peace,
thereby winning the sympathy
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and respect of peace-loving
countries and peoples the world
over. People of insight are
fully aware of China’s role and
influence in the world, and the
Soviet Union has its own mis-
givings about China.

Using “detente” and ‘“de-
fence” as the signboard and in
the name of “supporting rev-

olution,” Moscow is today en-
gaged in aggression and expan-
sion in all parts of the world.
Confronted with such a situa-
tion, anti-hegemonist.  forces
should unite and support one
another to combat this very
real threat. It is wrong and
inadvisable to think that
China’s position in the global
strategy is negligible.

— Political Editor An Zhiguo

China and El Salvador

Has China seni weapons to
the guerrillas of El Salvador?

China has not provided any
weapons to the guerrillas of El
Salvador. In the early 1960s,
China gave Cuba some small
arms for self-defence. Cuba,
which has ulterior motives, has
sent them to the guerrillas of
El Salvador.

The right of the people of El
Salvador to safeguard their in-
dependence and strive for social
progress should be respected.
In this regard, they have the

sympathy and support of peace-
loving peoples all over the
world. China opposes inter-
ference in the internal affairs
of El Salvador from any source.

Under the guise of “support-
ing” the national-liberation
movement, the Soviet Union is
interfering through Cuba in the
political affairs of El Salvador
and contending with the United
States for hegemony, thus mak-
ing the situation in that country
more complicated than ever.

— International Editor Guo Ji

Readjustment and Foreign Trade

Will the current economic
readjustment affect the right of
local foreign trade departments
to make their own decisions?

Reform of the foreign trade
system, i.e., giving the local
authorities certain rights to self-
management, is one aspect of
the structural reform of China’s
economy. This practice, which
has proved to be correct after a
period of trial, has enhanced the
initiative of the local authorities
and livened up foreign trade.

But owing to lack of ex-
perience, certain shortcomings
have cropped up, which call for

improved management. This
does not mean, however, that
the reform will be cancelled or
that the past practice of rigid
control by the central govern-
ment will be restored.

To improve management
means, among other’ things,
government intervention in cer-
tain important matters. Methods
which have proved effective in
other countries may also .be
adopted, such as the organiza-
tion of associations (unofficial)
of the same trade to co-ordinate
their activities to prevent con-
fusion in their .dealings with
foreign firms.

— Economic Editor Jin Qi
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LETTERS

Conservatism and Friedmanism

The short piece by Xiao Xi in
the final issue of 1980 (No. 52), en-
titled “Conservatism and Fried-
manism.” is a once-over-lightly,
a brief description of stagflation
and the inadequacies of the two
dominant economic “philosophies™
in the West in coping with this
“phenomenon.”

Mr. Xiao's final paragraph says
merely that “although everything
points to the failure of Keynesian-
ism, the anti-Keynesianist con-
servatives are not likely (to be)
able to give capitalism unfailing
prosperity either.” .

Is this some new revelation? As
we say in the U.S., “So what else
is new?” Surely the great majority
of Beijing Review readers concur
with this conclusion; what they
need to know more about is what
stagflation really is, why mone-
tarist policies pursued by Mrs.
Thatcher or Mr. Reagan which
presume to return their respec-
tive countries to the hallowed
principles of 19th century free
enterprise must fail.

In other words readers through-
out the world, and especially
workers who themselves are the
victims of stagflation, can benefit
only from a more searching Marx-
ist analysis of its real causes and
conditions.

Norval Welch
New York, N.Y., US.A.

Help More Readers
Understand

I feel that the comparably wide
range of your magazine is good.
But it is also important to con-
sider the non-Communists and
non-Marxists who are friends of
China and the Chinese people.
These friends are more than per-
haps you have imagined. Explain-
ing your policies only through
Marxist dialectics will prevent the
appeal of your ideas from reach-
ing many people in various fields.
1 am teaching in a political school,
and my students cannot under-
stand many of the articles in your
magazine because they are writ-
ten in such a strange and difficult
language.

Helmut Deckert
Wutoschingen, W. Germany

Technical Education

Although you published some
excellent articles last year on
youth education, I never saw any
concrete description of the com-
plete spectrum of polytechnical
education in China. Is the presen-
tation of technical subjects in your
schools as dull and insipid as it is
here? More specifically, are mere-
ly individual technical subjects
taught or are there also compre-
hensive technical programmes?
Is it possible to receive a compre-
hensive technical education in
China? How are technical fields
presented in your textbooks?

I think that polytechnical educa-
tion cannot be limited to text-
books. I have heard that popular
science magazines in China are
now carryving stories about bar-
bers using solar energy and peas-
ants devising simple methods for
the use of marsh gas. I suggest
that you publish concrete articles
on such topics.

Horst Kern
Le-Echterdingen, W. Germany

European Arms Talks

I am writing to congratulate Li
Yunhua on his interesting and
informative article concern-
ing “European Arms Talks”
(issue No. 46, 1980). The United

.Kingdom is now looked upon as

part of Europe; therefore, as I
studied the article, I felt as if I
was reading something of great
importance to me. For some time
I have wanted to know the figures
concerning soldiers in Europe.
Alter a few minutes I had learnt
many interesting facts about the
continent so close to my country.
For example, I had no idea that
the “Warsaw Pact” has a troop
strength in Central Europe of 1.3
million.

David Dixey
Essex, United Kingdom

Varied Opinions

“Notes From the Editors™ is,
1 feel, a very valuable addition to
the magazine, mainly because of
the increased flexibility it gives
you in your treatment of events.
I would like it to be much more
extensive, and comment not mere-
ly on domestic, but also interna-
tional, cultural and every other
issue, in a topical and straightfor-
ward way. One way to achieve
this would, I think, be to use for
“Notes From the Editors™ the same

size of type as is used in the “Let-
ters” column.

“Humour in China"” adds some-
thing to the magazine which will
make it far more acceptable to
Western readers, who are used to
magazines that aim at entertain-
ing. It might be better to have
one or two large, elaborate car-
toons that really display the car-
toonist’s skill. Also I think cartoons
should be topical and relate to
serious issues, though not neces-
sarily political ones.

AN. May
Huyton, United Kingdom

“Humour in China” is good.
You ought to have it in every
single issue, not just once a month,
Cartoons can convey in an instant
what words need a long article to
say.

“Notes From the Editors” alﬂ\
seems good, as long as it supple-
ments, but does not replace, the
translation in full of important
editorial articles and communi-
ques.

I think you do not need to pub-
lish the “Letters” column. These
letters seem to be intended for
your own editorial board, not for
the readers. It is quite meaning-
less for us to read that some fel-
low here and another there thinks
that such and such an article is
very good.

Ole Bjorn Rongen
Stavanger, Norway

I'm interested in some of your
major articles, but I like the “Let-
ters” column best. There I can
read the opinions not only of other
Japanese readers. but also of the
people of other countries. I hope
more improvements will be ma('\

in this column.
Yoshiyasu Harada
Chiba, Japan
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