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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Our Stand on Kampuchea

China’s three-point proposal
for a just and reasonable settle-
ment of the Kampuchean issue.
Full text of a speech by the
head of the Chinese Delegation
at the UN-sponsored Interna-
tional Conference on Kampu-
chea (pp. 13-16).

The Tide Turns

While Democratic Kampuchea
still has a long struggle ahead
of it, the tide is beginning to
turn against the Vietnamese in-
vaders (pp. 9-10).

Memorandum on Viet Nam

The Chinese Foreign Ministry
on 1) the deterioration of Sino-
Vietnamese relations. 2) the root
cause of tension in Indochina,
and 3) the Soviet-Vietnamese
threat in  Southeast Asia
(pp. 16-20).

A New Economic Strategy

Vice-Minister of State Plan-
ning Commission Fang outlines
a new strategy for China’s
economic development, listing
its principles and priorities (p. 6).

Banking Reforms

Why and how China is insti-
tuting reforms in its banking
and finances (pp. 24-27).

Role of Democratic Parties

Small parties composed main-
ly of intellectuals are becom-
ing more active in the current
modernization drive (p. 5).

Communist vs Feudai
Morals

Feudal morals remain the
major target for China's ideo-
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Notes From the Editors

How are the relations be-
tween China and the Arab
countries?

China has maintained good
relations with the Arab coun-
tries.

Centuries ago, China already
had contact with the Arab
countries and Chinese silk, tea,
porcelain and other articles
were brought overland or across
the seas to those countries.
After the founding of New
China in 1949, the friendship
between China and the Arab
countries has steadily developed
on the basis of the Five Princi-
ples of Peaceful Coexistence.
Interflow and co-operation in
trade, culture, sports and jour-
nalism have also been on the

increase. What is more impor-
tant is that the common
struggle against hegemonism

has linked us together more
closely than ever before.

China has unswervingly sup-
ported the just struggle of the
Palestinian and other Arab
people. We always maintain
that Israel must withdraw from
the Arab territories it has occu-
pied and that the Palestinian
people’s national rights, includ-
ing the right to establish their
own state, must be restored.

The situation in the Middle
East has been turbulent for
many years. The Middle East
question has remained unsolved
because of the rivalry between
the Soviet Union and the United

States and because of the
aggressive stand persistently
followed by Israel. Now the
situation is developing in a
direction favourable to the
Arab people. We are happy to
see that their struggle to
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recover the territories occupied
by Israel and to restore the
Palestinian people’s national
rights has won increasing sup-
port throughout the world
while Israeli policies of agres-
sion and expansion have been

condemned by more and more
countries and people.

The Chinese people always
stand on the side of the Palesti-
nian and other Arab people and
will always be their trust-
worthy friends and brothers.

— International Editor
Mu Youlin

Disarmament

What’s China’s attitude to-
wards disarmament? Why does
China insist that the Soviet
Union and the United States
should be the first to reduce
their armaments?

China’s attitude towards dis-
armament is very clear. We
hold that the Soviet Union and
the United States are the two
countries which have the largest
nuclear and conventional arse-
nals and are capable of
launching a world war. And it
is precisely their hegemonist
policies that menace world
peace and the security of other
countries today. That is why
we demand that the two super-
powers, the Soviet Union and
the United States, should be
the first to reduce their arma-
ments. When the huge gap
between them and the other
nuclear states and militarily
significant states is closed, the
latter should then join them in
reducing armaments propor-
tionately. This is fair and
reasonable.

If all the countries should re-
duce their armaments according
to certain ratios, then the great
disparity between the two su-
perpowers and the other states
can never be eliminated, no
matter what the ratio may be,
and the two superpowers will
always retain their capability to

launch a world war while the
other countries will lose their
power and right to defend
themselves. That the two super-
powers should be the first to
drastically reduce their arma-
ments is a basic principle which
should be applied to all fields
of disarmament.

The disarmament talks have
been going on for more than
10 years, but up to now the
two superpowers have neither
reduced their armaments nor
cut down their military expen-
ditures. On the contrary, the
arms race between them is be-
coming increasingly frantic.
This is because they are not
sincere and do not wish to take
any practical measure to reduce
their armaments. While talking
glibly about disarmament, they
are actually manufacturing and
stockpiling weapons of mass
destruction. The Soviet Union,
in particular, has quickened its
tempo of arms expansion and
war preparation and produced
large quantities of conventional
weapons over the past 10 years.
Its strategic weapons have
also multiplied. The Soviet in-
vasion of Afghanistan and
Soviet support given to Viet
Nam'’'s aggression against Kam-
puchea have seriously threaten-
ed world peacé and the security
of many countries. The Soviet
Union has made various disar-
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LETTERS

The Sixth Plenary Session

| was greatly interested in the
results of the Sixth Plenary Ses-
sion of the 11th Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of
China, which were widely report-
ed in Japan.

I used to think that it was very
necessary to launch the proletarian
cultural revolution in order to
prevent revisionism.

After the gang of four was
smashed, 1 became aware of what
monstrous crimes it had committed

through the criticisms of the
“cultural! revolution.” 1 feel the
sufferings the Chinese people

endured were atrocious.

The resolution adopted by the
Sixth Plenary Session gave the
answer: The “cultural revolution™
led to domestic turmoil. Still 1
hope a more detailed explanation
will be provided in the future.

Kei Jinguji
Kofu, Japan

Children’s Welfare

I like the articles in “Events and
Trends” concerning children’s
welfare.

I see that great progress is being
made in this field. It is very
encouraging to know that people
care about the future of their
children, because the children
have the responsibility to carry
on the future of the country.

I think it is very important for
children to have a good education,
high morals and good discipline in
order to safeguard the hard earned

mament proposals inside and
outside the United Nations,
preached the convocation of a
world disarmament conference
and decked itself up as the
“standard-bearer of disarma-
ment.” But the fact is all these
are nothing but a smokescreen
to cover up its aggression and
expansion.

The 1980s have been pro-
claimed by the UN General
Assembly as the second *10
years of disarmament.” To
make disarmament really effec-
tive under the present circum-
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values of the people. 1 also see
that the people are on guard
against foreign influence that de-
generates and will eventually

destroy the mind.
Clifton Amin Muhammad
Dallas, Texas, USA

Cartoons
The cartoons appearing in
“Humour in China” are lively,

bright and entirely correct and
meaningful, when the artist’s trap
is set for the “Bear” that attempts
to gobble up great hunks of other
people’s land, and in the process
gets a monstrous bellyache!

Bruce A. Renton
Ottawa, Canada

1 will comment only on *“Hu-
mour in China.” 1 very much ap-
plaud your letting the rest of the
world know what the Chinese con-
sider humorous situations. In my
view, this is one of the best ways
to cement relationships between
different peoples. My view is that
we all find the same kinds of
situations funny and worthy of

laughter. If we_ laugh together,

how can we not live in peace
together?

Leon Otis

Fremont, Calif.,, USA

Many cartoons appear in Beijing
Review, but to our surprise no
words (to explain them) are writ-
ten. Many of us can't “read”
pictures neither can we under-
stand them if they bear no “ex-
planatory words.” Please try to
draw cartoons and print “explana-
tory words” to make them more
enjoyable, just as Western journals
do.

stances, the people of the world
need to combine disarmament
with the struggle against hege-
monism. That is to say, apart
from making it incumbent on
the superpowers to reduce their
armaments, the people of the
world should wage a determin-
ed struggle against their policies
of aggression and expansion.
Only in this way can another
world war be put off and world
peace and security safeguarded.

— International Editor
Mu Youlin

The international section usually
lacks enough news from Africa.
Does this mean that there are no
news from Africa?

G.W. Ndugga
Kampala, Uganda

Being More Timely

Attaching importance to the
question of promptness, Beijing
Review is airmailed to its readers.
But, it is regretful that your
editors and translators are not
doing much in this respect, show-
ing a lack of flexibility, For in-
stance, your Japanese edition
No. 21 (May 26) carried a piece
of news about conferring a title
of Honorary State Chairman on
Madame Soong Ching Ling by
the NPC Standing Committee
which happened 10 days earlier.
Why wasn't it carried in the pre-
vious issue?
Francois Mitterand became the
President of France, on May 21.
Your article by Zhai Xianggian
in the same issue reported: “Mit-
terrand will assume office in the
latter half of this month (May).”
This is confusing.

Hiromi Takano
Beijing, China

Articles Too Long

The article on the Paris Com-
mune was good but too long. It
should have been short. Reading
long articles, one gets tired.

International reports and com-
ments are good. 1 have been able
to get information on Afghanistan.
In some papers its reporting was
biased whilst your paper report-
ing was fair.

Mtiengeti S. Mtengeti
Dodoma, Tanzania

Suggestions

I like most to read more about
Afghanistan and the Soviet inva-
sion, economic progress and what
the peasants say in the “Special
Feature” column.

1 would also like to make a sug-
gestion based on my own interest,
and likewise other readers of Bei-
jing Review that the international
reports and comments carry the
best stories possible that help
readers understand the situation in
the Western countries, the Middle
East and the world.

Edward Nawurah
Tema, Ghana
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