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Socialism: Theory and
| Practice

How the Peasants
Move a Mountain
Of Poverty

Reviving the Ancient
Art of Guqin




HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Premier Zhao's ASEAN
Tour ;

Premier Zhao Ziyang's suc-
cessful visit to three ASEAN
countries and his talks with Thai
Prime Minister Prem during his
stopover in Bangkok have pro-
moted mutual understanding
and friendship and strengthened
the relations between China and
those countries (p. 5).

Agriculture High on the
Agenda

New agricultural policies put
into practice in the past two
years have Dbrought great
changes in China’s rural areas.
A report in this issue tells how
the Chinese leaders have tackled
the problems confronting them
and how the new policies, which
help boost farm production, have
been formulated (p. 18).

Situation in Countryside
Looking Up

The fixing of farm output
"quotas on the household basis

and other forms of responsibility
in production, welcomed by the
peasants in China’s countryside,
have given rise to misgivings
among some foreign friends.
What are the facts? A special
report by our correspondent
who toured east China’s Anhui
Province provides an answer
(p. 21).

Theory and Practice of
Socialism

There are differences between
Marx’s theory of socialism and
the socialism practised in this
century., Why? What is the
general trend today? What are
the major problems that need
to be solved in order to acHieve

highly developed, socialized and -

modernized social productive
forces? These questions are
discussed in an article by a

theoretical worker (p. 14).

The Middle East Question

The seven-point proposal
made by Crown Prince Fahd of
Saudi Arabia for the peaceful
settlement of the Middle East

" question is welcomed by some

quarters but opposed by others.
Israel’s intransigence, more than
anything else, makes it very
unlikely that a peaceful solution
can be achieved in the forseeable
future (p. 10).

Chairman Hu Yaobang reaf-
firms China’s support for the
Palestinian people’'s just strug-
gle (p. 10).

KMT Air Force ‘ Major
Crosses Over

A major of the Kuomintang
air force in Taiwan crossed over
to the mainland with a fighter
plane. He received a rousing

welcome and a big award (p. 7). g

Joy at having gathered in a
rich cotton harvest.
Photo by Li Jin
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Notes From the Editors

You have declared that the
“theory of continuing the
revolution under the dictator-

ship of the proletariat” is
wrong. Does this mean that
you will not carry on the
revolution?

Readers should not be misled
by the dubious semantics of this
formulation.

The ‘“theory of continuing

e revolution under the dicta-
torship of the proletariat,” put
forward during the ‘‘cultural
revolution,” has definite con-
notations. The main points of
this wrong theory are:

e A large number of rep-
resentatives of the bourgeoisie
had wormed their way into the
Party, government, army and
the realms of culture and seized

control of the leadership of a

fairly large number of depart-
ments:

e Those Party persons in
authority taking the capitalist
road had formed a bourgeois

#ncadquarters in  the Central
—ommittee, with agents in the
various localities and the various
departments under the central
authority:

e Only by resorting to
methods used in the
revolution™
wrested
roaders:

“cultural
could power be
from the -capitalist-

e Political revolutions of this
kind. in which one class over-
throws another, should be
carried out several times in the
future.

The history of the 10-year
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“cultural revolution” showed
that this theory was based on
a wrong assessment of the
actual class and political situa-
tion in the Party and the coun-
try at that time. It wrongly
criticized the Marxist theory
and socialist principles as
revisionism and confounded
right and wrong. It labelled
leading cadres at all levels as
“capitalist-roaders™ and over-
threw them, thereby making no
distinction between ourselves
and the enemy. All this gave
rise to political turmoil across
the land, resulting in serious
destruction and retrogression.

~ Discarding this wrong theory
doesn't mean that we will not
carry forward the revolution.

Our revolutionary tasks have
not been accomplished and we
will carry on revolutionary
struggles in various fields. The

ongoing drive in China for
socialist modernization is in
itself an arduous revolution.

This revolution is different
from that prior to the founding
of New China. It will be ac-
complished not through -class
struggle, but through strong
leadership and in a planned way
within the framework of the
socialist system. This is a
much more profound. revolu-
tion and requires the painstak-
ing and sustained efforts of
many generations. Of course it
is still necessary, during this
period, to fight against enemies,
both open and hidden, and
other saboteurs of our lofty
cause,

As to the elimination of
classes, social differences and
inequalities and the realization
of communism, this is the
greatest revolution in human
history. Chinese Communists
will for ever struggle for the
realization of this lofty goal.

— Political Editor An Zhiguo

The Vatican

It’'s rumoured that you have
established bilateral 1elations
with the Vatican. Is this true?

No, it's not.

After liberation, tﬁe Chinese
Catholic clergy and congrega-
tion have got rid of the control
of the Holy See and embarked
on the road of running their
church independently.

Over the years. though the
Holy See has expressed will-
ingness to start a ‘‘dialogue”
and restore relations with the
Chinese Catholic church, it still
maintains “diplomatic” rela-
tions with the Taiwan authori-

ties and continues to interfere
in the internal affairs of the
Chinese Catholic church. TIts
illegal appointment of Deng
Yiming as archbishop of Guang-
dong Province a short time ago
is an example of its utter
disregard of the self-governing
rights of the Chinese church
and its interference in the
internal affairs of China.

Before the Vatican changes its
relations with the Taiwan
authorities, China will not
consider establishing relations
with it. 5

— International Editor Guo Ji
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LETTERS

Sixth Plenary Session of the
11th Party Central Committee

After reading the CPC Resolu-
tion on Questions of Party History
and Chairman Hu Yaobang's
speech in a subsequent issue of
your magazine, I am convinced
that the CPC’s assessment of
Comrade Mao's role in history is
fair. There is no empty noble
praise of Mao as occurred in the
time of Lin Biao and the gang of
four nor could I see any signs of
demaoification as has been claim-
ed by the bourgeois press. In fact
the resolution will play a great
role in carrying forward the es-
sence of Mao Zedong Thought by
paving the way for the develop-
ment of Marxism.

, Still heartening was the news
of Comrade Hua's election as
Vice-Chairman which shows the
Party’'s clear break from a “Left-
ist” approach to inner-Party “de-
mocracy’ of the “cultural revolu-
tion” period.

J.S. Cheema
Bocholt, W. Germany

China After Mao Zedong

1 agree with the viewpoints in
the article “China After Mao Ze-
dong” in the column “Notes From
the Editors” in issue No. 30. Great
victories in China's revolution
have been won under the guid-
ance of Mao Zedong Thought. No
matter how great a man is, it is
hard to say that everything he did
is great. As a man, he has both
a great side and an ordinary side.
In a vast country like yours with
a large population and many na-
tionalities, it is not easy to satisfy
everybody. Old men say to young
people: “You should know that it
was not easy to obtain the happi-
ness of today which came from
the hard work and efforts of our
generation.” Although young peo-
ple understand it, they will not
always keep the “appreciation” on

their lips all day long. 1 think
time does not stand still. It is
taken for granted we should

change old things for. today’s use
and develop a new world.

Yukiko Maekawa
Kagawa, Japan

Religious Leaders

1 read that China rejected the
idea of someone outside of China
appointing some religious figure
for a religious position in China.
I think to reject this outside in-
struction was a very good idea.

The Holy Koran says: that when-
ever Allah wants to make a
people up, He will raise up one
from among their people so that
they will not have an excuse that
they did not understand the lan-
guage.

1 believe that all religious lead-
ers, for all religions, should come
from China and should get their
instructions from China.

Iman Clifton A. Muhammad
Dallas, Texas. USA

More Articles by Experts

Your “Notes From the Editors”
column is a good idea; I have ap-
preciated it since it began. How-
ever, 1 find that some of your edi-
tor's answers to readers’ questions
are somewhat lacking in detail
and analysis that your readers
deserve. I suggest a change: Why
not change this column to some-
thing like “Answers From Ex-
perts” or “The Experts Respond.”
Take questions from your teaders
and refer them to the appropriate
persons in industry, government,
the sciences, academia, etc., then
print their responses along with
their names, titles (and maybe
small photos) as the answer to
your readers’ questions. This will
give additional credibility to the
answers. Think about it,

Bill McCart
New York, N.Y., USA

Thank you for your sug-
gestion. We are very sorry
that some articles in the
column are too short to fully
answer our readers’ ques-
tions. Just as you suggested,
we do take questions from
our readers and Ttefer them
to appropriate persons oOr ex-
perts for responses. Have
you noticed our articles
under the slug “Answering
Our Readers”? For instance,
in issue No. 15, we printed
“Answering Our . Readers:
Why Is China Striving to
Wipe Out Its Deficit?” As for
questions dealt with in the
column “Notes From the

Editors,” we feel that it is not
necessary to have experts an-
swer them.— Ed.

Emphasizing Cultural Report

The column  “Culture and
Science” appears to be destitute of
the proper attention of the au-
thority. It is wanting in both
space and variety. To cite a fact
will be relevant. In 1979, in an
interview with the Sachitra Sand-
hani, a Bangladeshi weekly, Sa-
gormoi Ghosh, the editor of the
Desh which is a widely circulated
Indian (Bengali) week!y, opined:
“Since most newspapers deal
mainly with politics, for a weekly
to be exceptional, and hence pop-
ular, it needs to have a particular
eve to culture and literature.” So
1 suggest that a greater emphagli®
is placed on “Culture anu
Science.”

A.B.M. Sadeque
Rajshahi, Bangladesh

Comments on Columns

I really think the articles in
“Notes From the Editors” are very
interesting. As for myself 1
know a little about China, but I
think my knowledge is broaden-
ing.

China’s humour is so fascinating
and even quite moving and is
worthy of careful reading.
Through it people can know some-
thing about the history of another
people who have a long history
and fradition.

1 hope the “Special Featur.‘
will carry articles about China.
poems one day. These poems re-
flect the “Long March” of the Chi-
nese people in their anti-impe-
rialist and anti-feudal struggles
led by Mao Zedong.

Madani Beghil
Mostaganem, Algerie

Be Concise and Short

You may decide the theme of
the “Special Feature” in accord-
ance with your actual conditions.
But you'd better write ¢ach report
concisely so as to win more
readers.

Halter Raphael
Frauenfeld, Switzerland

Beijing Review, No. 34






	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf

