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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Ideologic.al Work Stressed

A national meeting on ideo-
logical work stressed the need
to use criticism and self-criti-
cism to combat erroneous ten-
dencies that deviate from the
socialist road, oppose Party
leadership and advocate bour-
geois liberalization. Main points
of speeches by Deng Xiaoping
and Hu Yaobang on strengthen-
ing Party leadership over ideo-
logical work and putting an end
to weak and lax leadership
(p. 13).

Workers’ Congresses

Unlike their counterparts in
capitalist countries, workers in
China enjoy the right to discuss
and make decisions on impor-
tant matters in their enter-
prises. A brief survey of the
system of workers’ congresses
and how it works (p. 14).

Democratic management of
the enterprises will be perfected
step by step with the recent
promulgation of the provisional
regulations concerning workers’
congresses (p. 16).

“Taiwan Relations Act”

What actually is this act?
What's the line of thinking be-
hind it? What effect will its im-
plementation have on Sino-US
relations? These are some of the
questions dealt with in an ana-
lytical article (p. 19).

South African Regime
Condemned

South African troops’ incur-
sion into Angola in defiance of
all norms governing internation-
al relations has been denounced
throughout the world (p. 9).

A spokesman of the Chinese
Foreign Ministry condemns the
incursion as another crime com-
mitted by the South African
racist regime against Angola and
a serious threat to peace and
stability in southern Africa
(p. 10).

Soviet Buildup in Baltic
Region

The massing of Soviet war-
ships in the Baltic Sea and the
TASS announcement of large-

scale exercises there in early
September has drawn world-
wide attention to that region,
which is of strategic importance
and. which is an ideal spring-
board for the Soviets to strike
westwards (p. 11).

Almanac of China’s
Economy

A compendium giving an up-
to-date and overall picture of
China’s economy with verified
statistical figures and articles
written by noted economists
(p. 31).

A peasant fair in Shenyang.
Photo by Sun Liansheng
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Notes

From the Editors

“Western Pollutants”

Now that you adopt an open-
door policy, aren’t you afraid of
the Western influence of pleas-
ure-seeking?

Exchanges with foreign coun-
tries in the economic, cultural
and other fields have increased
since the adoption of an open-
door policy. While we can
learn advanced science and tech-
nology and management exper-

miise from the West, the other

aspects of life common in
Western capitalist society, such
as indulgence in material en-
joyment, benefiting oneself at
the expense of others, depravity
and crime, will inevitably affect
our society. Some of our foreign
friends are worried that these
“Western pollutants,” as they
call them, would have adverse
effects on the Chinese people.

It’s true that in the last few
years people do not speak of
the mental outlook of our peo-
ple and social morality as fa-
vourably as they used to do in
the 50s and early 60s. Cases of
speculation and embezzlement,

M robbery and swindling, murder

and other crimes have increased.
and a number of young people
have no aspirations whatsoever
but indulge in pleasure-seeking.
Moreover, social ethics and
social security have not taken a
basic turn for the better. The
causes are many. There are, for
instance, the aftereffects of the
10-year turmoil of the “cultural
revolution,” which are the most
important causes. and the fact
that political and ideological
work among the people has been
overlooked. And, of course,
there are the Western bourgeois
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which cannot
denied. This situation

drawn the attention of the
Party and government. Since
the beginning of this year,
stress has been laid on raising
the level of socialist ethics while
we press ahead with the build-
ing of a highly developed social-
ist material civilization.

influences

In a socialist society where
the system of one class exploit-
ing another is abolished, the
essence of socialist ethies is the
concept of serving the people
and the collective spirit. Such
practices as benefiting oneself
at the expense of others,
extreme  individualism  and
liberalization — which deny the
leadership of the Communist
Party and depart from the
socialist road —are all incom-
patible with socialist ethics.

What measures have been ta-
ken to raise the level of socialist
ethics?

The most important measure
is to conduct political and ideo-
logical education, which means
to educate the people in the
Marxist world outlook and
communist moral values so as
to enhance their ability to con-
sciously resist bourgeois ideas.
There are various ways of
carrying out ideological educa-
tion which is now high on the
agenda of Party committees in
government and mass organi-
zations, schools and enterprises.
In this regard the mass media
have also helped by commend-
ing people who have done
something good for the public,
advocating new morality and

practices, criticizing the back-
ward and exposing and censur-
ing the law-breakers.

Last spring saw the launching
of a campaign on learning from
Lei Feng (see issue No. 22, 1981)
and another on the “five stress-
es and four points of beauty”
(stress on decorum, manners,
hygiene, discipline and morals:
beautification of the mind,
which means cultivating a fine
ideology, moral character and
integrity and upholding the
Party’s leadership and the so-
cialist system; beautification of
language, which means the use
and popularization of polite
language; beautification of be-
haviour, which means doing
useful things for the people,
working hard, being concerned
for the others’ welfare, observ-
ing discipline and safeguarding
collective interests; beautifica-
tion of the environment, which
includes paying attention to
personal hygiene and to sanita-
tion in the houses and public
places). All are for the purpose
of educating the people, the
young in particular, to foster
revolutionary ideals, enhance
their political consciousness and
raise the level of socialist ethics.

Those who violate the law
and discipline will of course be
dealt with according to law or.
in some cases, disciplinary meas-
ures will be taken against them.

Initial results have now been
achieved, but much remains to
be done. To check the influence
of Western bourgeois ideas is a
long-term task in the new
historical period.

— Political Editor
An Zhiguo



LETTERS

Congratulations

I wholeheartedly congratulate
you on your achievements and on
your successes in carrying out the
four modernizations under the
guidance of the four principles in
order to build China into a mod-
ern and powerful socialist coun-
try. I hope your Party will con-
tinue to be great, glorious and
correct and that you will achieve
your goal of bringing up a new
generation through the movement
of “five stresses and four points
of beauty.” [See “Western Pollu-
tants” in the column “Notes From
the Editors” of this issue for ex-
planation.]

Mario Bernal R.
Bogota, Colombia

Mao Zedong's Contribufions

Looking through the issues of
Beijing Review, it appears that at
present the CPC is busy in assess-
ment of Mao's role in the PRC
in particular, and the world in
general.

I think Mao's role in the PRC
in particular and for the world
revolutionary movement in general
is of a long-standing significance.
Mao was a man who not only led
the revolutionary movement of
the Chinese people, but also laid
foundations for the economic re-
construction of his country. Be-
sides, he showed to the people of
the third world a way to live in
a precarious world ridden with
superpower rivalries. There may
be differences on minor points
here and there but on essentials
his thoughts are still valid. Such
blind praise for any individual is
intolerable, however great he may
be.

As far as your observations of
the socialist system are concerned,
I agree with you that, being a
young system, it suffers from
many imperfections which will be
corrected in the course of time.
However, I may venture to add
one point that the coexistance of
a socialist system with capitalism
also entails many restraints upon
the growth of the socialist system.

4

Nobody knows how long this state
of affairs will continue.

Abdu]l Qadeer Nomani
Fatupura Gujrat, Pakistan

“China After Mao Zedong” in
the column “Notes From the Edi-
tors” (issue No. 30) has clarified
many questions. But I'd like to
ask one more question: In China,
mistakes committed by Mao Ze-
dong in his later years have been
left out of Mao Zedong Thought.
In that case, which parts of Mao
Zedong Thought, including his un-
finished tasks, are you going to
uphold in the future? I am eager
to hear your opinion on this ques-
tion.

Hiromichi Kawamoto
Yamaguchi, Japan

Please read the section on
Comrade Mao’s historical role
and Mao Zedong Thought in
the Resolution on Certain
Questions in the History of
Our Party Since the Founding
of the People’s Republic of
China (issue No. 27). — Ed.

New Realism

On the whole, I like what I
read in Beijing Review. It seems
to indicate a sounder political line,
one says that problems can only
be approached one step at a time.
This squares with my own rev-
olutionary experience as well.
This new realism together with
an inspired youth will lead to
progress in your country and this
will have a beneficial effect on
the oppressed people all over the
world.

Howard Feinstein
New York, USA

New Strategy for Economic
Development

“A New Strategy for Economic
Development” in issue No. 32 is
a good article and worth reading.
Since China completed its socialist
transformation of the means of
production, it has continually pro-
gressed along the road of the four
modernizations.

The aim of economic strategy is
always to imrpove the people’s
livelihood and bring benefits to
the people irrespective of ideology
and social systems. Therefore,
every country is now faced with
the problems of making long- and
short-term plans and forming a

rational structure of production in
order to ensure steady develop-
ment and raise productivity. As
pointed out in the article, it is
not an easy job to look after both
the peasants which make up 80
per cent of the population and the
urban workers. I hope you will
achieve satisfactory results,

Tsuxoshi Seki
Chiba, Japan

Opinion Digest

1 most like to read the column
“Opinion Digest.” It should be
published more often. It would be
better if you published some con-
troversial articles, especially theo-
retical articles (for instance, ar-
ticles from Hongqi, the theoretical
organ of the Chinese Communist

Party). ‘

*

Rene Behr
Karlsrude, West Germany

Comments on Articles and
Columns

I enjoy the column “Notes From
the Editors” because it answers
many questions about China that
I would ask myself. I found both
the articles (in issue 30) to be
clear and to the point.

I thought the article entitled
“The Crux of the Sino-Soviet
Boundary Question” was informa-
tive but too long.

I do not think that the political
articles are that good. I find the
articles in “Opinion Digest” and
“Culture and Science” to be very
interesting.

I enjoy the articles in the *In-
ternational” section because 1 am
interested in China's views on
world events. 1 also think that
the articles are good because they
are not too long.

I think the cover design is ex-
cellent. I do wish that there were
more illustrations though.

John G. Megna
Miami, Florida, USA

CORRECTION: On page 4 In issue
No. 35, the last sentence in the middle
column should read: “Decisions taken
by OAU countries at their summit con-
ference are always respected by
China.”

Beijing Review, No. 36
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