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A family-planning billboard above the
children reads: '“Hope for the Next
Generation” -— To be healthy, intelligent
and beautiful.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Zhao Speaks at White House Welcoming
Ceremony

While affirming progress in Sino-US relations and point-
ing out difficulties and obstacles to their further development,
Premier Zhao said he believed Sino-US relations will follow
a smooth path, provided both countries strictly abide by the

principles set in the joint communiques and carry out their
obligations (p. 15).

Population Policy: Its Origin and Development

Qian Xinzhong, adviser to the Ministry of Public Health,
reviews China’s population growth and changes in policy since
1949 and explains why the “one couple, one child” policy is
necessary today (p. 17).

Census Shows Static Population

In the first of a series on the results of the computer
tabulations of a 10 per cent representative sample from the
third national census, statistics on China's population show it
is changing from an increasing 1o a static state. A complete
breakdown of age distribution shows that the number of chil-
dren is falling off, while the number of old people increases
(p. 20).

Establishing a New International Economic Order

In demanding a new economic order, the third world coun-
tries intend to safeguard their economic rights, escape the con-
trol and exploitation of international economic organizations
and play a more effective role in deciding international eco-
nomic policy. Their demand reflects the present world eco-
nomic situation, and is certainly not outdated or utopian, as
some have alleged (p. 23).

National Congresses of Democratic Parties

The successive national congresses held last December by
eight democratic parties will help expand the patriotic united
front, strengthen multi-party co-operation led by the Chinese
Communist Party and inspire them to work for the moderniza-
tion and reunification of China (p. 8).
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Religious Policy in Full Force

by XIN LIN
Social Editor

As the bell chimed the midnight
hour of December 25, 1983, the
Mass reached its climax at the Xu-
jiahui Catholic Church in Shang-

hai, packed with 3,000 local
Catholics and more than 100
foreigners. The same day, the

birth of Jesus Christ was celebrat-
ed at the municipality’s 30 other
Catholic and Christian churches.
Elsewhere in China, church goers
passed Christmas Day with the
same joy.

These events show that  the
policy on religious freedom  set
forth in the Constitution has been
further implemented in the last
few years, and that religious activ-
ities are enjoying increasing pro-
tection by the Constitution and

state law.
Last year, Chinese Catholics
celebrated the 25th anniversary

of the establishment of the China
Catholic Patriotic Association and
the consecration of their own
bishop. The 30th anniversaries
of the founding of the China Is-
lamic Association and the China

Buddhist  Association also

were

marked. Today, religious training
schools are being established by
religious groups, each of which
has its own journal. Religious
groups in this country have also
increased their exchanges  with
the rest of the world.

Although Chinese Communists
are atheists, they advocate freedom

It is unrealistic to suppose
religion will die quickly
with the establishment of
the socialist system.
Rather, freedom of religion
will be upheld as long

as there are still religions
and religious believers.

of religious belief. This is be-
cause they see religion as a histor-
ical phenomenon in human society,
and believe it develops along the
inevitable process of emergence,
growth and dying out. This pro-
cess can never be accomplished ac-
cording to any person’s will.
Rather, religion will come to its
natural when all
objective have

prepared through long years of so-

end only the

conditions been
cialist and communist development.
1t is unrealistic to suppose religion
will die quickly with the establish-
ment of the socialist system and
the development of its economy
and culture.  Unrealistic, too,

would be trying to eliminate reli-
gion through administrative orders
or other compulsory means.
Rather, freedom of religious be-
liefs should be upheld as long as
there are still religions and reli-
gious believers. This is not an ex-
pedient; it is our basic, long-term
policy.

It is not at all surprising to see
some young people in China be-
come religious believers. Some of
them grew up in religious families.
Others seek consolation in reli-
gion either because they failed to
correctly approach their setbacks
in study, work or daily life or be-
cause they were disillusioned when
their personal problems were not
promptly solved. It is only nat-
ural, too, that under the policy of
religious freedom the number of
religious believers grows in some
places while it  diminishes in
others.

Marxism is worlds apart from
any type of theism in its global
outlook. But in present-day Chi-
na differences in religious beliefs
are secondary to the people’s com-

mon fundamental political and
economic  interests. The over-
whelming  majority of religious
followers love their  socialist

motherland and are willing to do
their best in the socialist moderni-
zation drive. Many of them have
made big contributions in doing
their jobs.

Tens of millions of people in
China believe in Buddhism. Tao-
ism, Islam, Catholicism and
Christianity.  These faiths are
equal, and none dominates.

Beijing Review, No. 3




LETTERS

} Obvious Changes

|

As this is the last letter I will
'write to you in 1983, I'd like to take
|the opportunity to send you my
Isincere greetings and I hope you
will continue your praiseworthy
efforts in publishing your impor-
tant magazine about China.

I have bound every issue of your
magazine since I received the first
one, and have noticed now you
have changed with delight. Con-
gratulations!

It is good to carry documents
separately in each issue, as they
| are easier to consult,
|
| Will you please try, in the com-

ing issues, to cover the following
ikhemes:

L

2. Rivers of China.

Educational games in China.

3. Protection of endangered

wild life.

Miguel Ramon Bauset ‘

Alboraia. Spain
Longing to Visit China

I read yvour issue No. 50, 1983

with pleasure. 1 believe the
|friendly  relationship  between |
China and Japan will develop

rapidly following General Secre-
tary Hu Yaobang's visit. Together
with my .wife, I attended his
speech. The majority of Japanese
vouth long to be among the 3.000
Japanese who will visit China in
the coming autumn. 1If they work
shoulder to shoulder with the
Chinese youths, who are dedicat-
ed to their country's moderniza-
tion drive, herding sheep on the
northwestern pastures and plant-
ing trees in the desert areas, there
is no doubt these areas will be
covered with vast forests in the
21st century. How marvellous it
will be!

You introduced Prof. Joseph
| Needham in issue No. 50, 1983. If
it i1s possible, please arrange a
special feature about his life and
works. It may be a series, carried

lanuary 16, 1984

in several issues,
help us a lot.

I think it will

Takaaki Kunizawa
Fukujima, Japan

More on Interests
And Recreation

I am satisfied with your present
editorial principles, and appreciate
the fact that you are changing
your layout and using more photo-
graphs.

I once argued that there were
too few subheads in your articles,
and you have increased them. The
whole magazine is more readable.
It is clear that yours is a weekly
of news and views, but if it is too
monotonous, the readers will find
it boring. I suggest that you carry
more cartoons, masthead pictures
and articles about interests and
recreation. The Japanese readers
will be very pleased if you intro-
duce works by the many excellent
child painters of China.

Satao Yamada
Kasaoka, Japan

‘Africa’ and ‘Events &
Trends'

I like the column *“Africa” in
your French edition because it
helps us know what is happening
in other African countries.

By reading the column “From
the Chinese Press,” in which you
follow the development of the
production and construction, I
have 'been able to see the rapid
'changes in your country.

I also think that official docu-
ments are useful and I enjoy read-
ing all of them. They help me
know more about China.

Mouakassa-Moukiama

(a French edition column) are
both attractive. I like them.

Mabiala Michel

Nkayi, Congo

Spare-Time Activities for
School Children |

The Beijing Review for Septem-
ber 5, 1983 contains several inter-
esting and illuminating articles
about the mood and the direction
of the People's Republic of China.
I particularly enjoyved the in-
depth account of young science
enthusiasts, “The Story of a Child
Inventor."” It shows the kindling
of genius by interested and high-'
ly intelligent parents. (This coin-1
cides with a finding of recent
American research into what‘
makes a good student and an ad-
vanced scholar in our culture as{
well as elsewhere in the world.)
The reverse is also true — the|
non-intellectual and uninterested |
parents do not set their children
on fire to learn and achieve, de- |
spite all the teachers’ efforts.

|
|

John P. Briggs
Mass.,, USA

Suggested Subjects

The following subjects, 1 think,
include what my students and 1|
all hope to know about: ‘

1. The co-operation system.

2. The promotion of the tech-!
| nological development in people’s |
communes.

|

3. Agriculture, animal husban-
| dry and planning of people’s com-
| munes,

Marcel Santos |

Congo ‘

I enjoy reading “Africa,” which
presents me with the affairs of
various countries in Africa.

The columns “From the Chinese

| Press” and “A Glimpse of China” |

4. Organized recreation.

5. Handicrafts.

6. Horticulture,

7. Emergency medical care

Mercedes Cespedes Tamayo
La Union, Colombia |
|




EVENTS AND TRENDS

President Ronald Reagan and Premier Zhoo Ziyang at the White House welcoming ceremony.

Zhao Officially

Premier Zhao Ziyang's historic
visit to the United States — the
first to that country by a Chinese
premier — was officially inaugur-
ated as US President Ronald
Reagan warmly welcomed him at
a White House ceremony on the
morning of Jan. 10.

The seven-day visit is widely
regarded as a major event in both
Sino-US and international rela-
tions.

Speaking at the welcoming cere-
mony held on the south lawn of
the White House, Reagan said
Zhao's visit shows the increasing
development of trust and co-
operation between the United
States and China. In the past 10
years, he said, relations between

6

Welcomed by Reagan

the two countries have been con-
tinually strengthened. (Diplomatic
relations between China and the
United States were established in
1979.)

“We recognize the differences
between our two countries,” said
Reagan, “but we stand ready to
nurture, develop and build upon
the many arcas of accord to
strengthen the ties between us.”

He praised China’s exciting ex-
periments in the pursuit of eco-
nomic modernization. *Our people
understand and appreciate the
vigour,” he said. “We welcome
the opportunity to walk at China’s
side in this endeavour.”

“We have much to discuss —
matters of bilateral, regional and

global importance,” he continued.
“We share many concerns, espec-
ially in the arena of international
peace and stability.”

Zhao said his visit was intend-
ed to “increase mutual understand-
ing, stabilize bilateral relations.
promote Sino-US friendship and
defend world peace.”  (For the
full text of Zhao's White House
speech, see page 15.)

After the ceremony, the two
leaders exchanged views on the
development of Sino-US relations
and international issues of com-
mon concern.

Later at a luncheon given by
US Secrctary of State George

Shultz, Zhao said during his toast
that China hopes to build durable

Beijing Review, No. 3



and stable friendly relations with
the United States.

Zhao left Beijing for his official
visit to the United States and
Canada on Jan. 7, stopping over
first in Hawaii and Williamsburg
before arriving in Washington.

Crowds on Oahu, the third
largest of the Hawaiian islands,
lined up along the streets, waving
and shouting “Aloha™ (the native
greeting) as Zhao and the other
distinguished  Chinese  guests
arrived.

While on Oahu, Zhao and his
party visited the Polynesia Cul-
tural Centre and Brigham Young
University (Hawaii campus). They
watched a 20-minute special Poly-
nesian performance involving hun-
dreds of local residents.

Zhao also visited Pearl Har-
bour and the USS Arizona National
Memorial, and attended a recep-
tion at the East-West Centre, meet-
ing its president, Dr. Victor Hao
Li, and other leading officials.

At a dinner given by State
Governor George Ariyoshi, Zhao
said: ‘“‘Hawaii is the part of the
United States nearest to China, and
also the first American state to
which the Chinese people sailed.”

“There has been a long history
of contacts between China and
Hawaii,” he said. *It was in Ha-
waii that the great Chinese revolu-
tionary, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, carried
out revolutionary activities in his
carly years.”

He noted that Hawaii was also
the second homeland of Soong
Ching Ling, the late Honorary
President of the Pcople's Republic
of China.

Zhao predicted that as “Sino-US
relations enter a new stage, our
contacts with you here should be
closer than before.”

Zhao then flew on to the main-
land United States, touching down
at Williamsburg, where men and
women dressed in 18th century
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costumes grected the Premier and
his party in the traditional man-
ner. Zhao expressed great interest
in the historic buildings and craft
shops of Williamsburg.

Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian,
speaking on behalfl of Zhao at a
luncheon in the Premier’s honour
given by Charles Longsworth, Pres-
ident of the Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation, said: “To be here in
the old historic town and review
the glorious history of the Amer-
ican people fighting for national
independence from colonial rule is
especially meaningful for us
Chinese.”

Zhao attended a tea party given
by US Vice-President George Bush
at his residence shortly after his
arrival in Washington on Jan. 9.

Wan Li Meets
Polish Minister

Vice-Premier Wan Li has told
the visiting Polish Minister of
Foreign Trade that China is con-
cerned about the internal situation
in socialist Poland.

“We are glad to see that the
Polish people have overcome one
difficulty after another, and that
the political situation has become
stable and the country’s economy
is improving,” he told Tadeusz
Nestorowicz on Dec. 31.

Commenting on Nestorowicz’s
talks with his Chinese counterpart
Chen Muhua and other govern-
ment officials, Wan said, “This
helps develop trade and economic
co-operation between the two
countries.”

He noted that Sino-Polish trade
has grown rapidly in recent years.

Nestorowicz said he recognized
the enormous possibilities for
further co-operation after his talks
with the Chinese officials.

“The Chinese side has agreed
to earnestly consider the establish-

ment of a mixed commission on
economic, trade and technical co-
operation,” he said.

There also exist possibilities, he
said, for co-operation in coal min-
ing, non-ferrous metals, enterprise
revamping and rail transport.

Imelda Marcos
Visits China

Chinese Acting Premier Wan Li
paid tribute to Madame Imelda
Marcos. special envoy and wife of
the President of the Philippines,
for her efforts to normalize diplo-
matic ties between the two coun-
tries and enhance bilateral rela-
tions, in his speech at a banquet
given in her honour.

Wan said China is satisfied
with the continuing progress of
Sino-Philippine relations of friend-
ship and co-operation over the
past nine years, based on the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence.

Madame Marcos, who arrived
in China on Jan. 7 for a 4-day visit,
said relations between the Chinese
and Philippine people is develop-
ing, and she is convinced that this
friendship will be enduring.

Wan said China appreciates the
Philippines’ position on many
issues. It condemns the super-
power rivalry in Southeast Asia,
and demands the withdrawal of
all foreign troops from Kam-
puchea. The Philippines supports
the Coalition Government of
Democratic Kampuchea headed by
Prince Norodom Sihanouk and
the restoration of independence,
peace and necutrality in that
country.

In their talks on Jan. 8 Wan
and Madame Marcos exchanged
views on further developing friend-
ly relations between the two coun-
tries, expanding trade and co-
operation in science, technology
and culture.
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