


Liv Hangin ond his wife Tang Beisheng are both returned
overseas Chinese from ltaly, now associate resea
fellows in the Fujion Institute of Material Structure unde
the Chinese Academy of Sciences. They recently received
awards for their achievements.

In return for his brilliant contribution, Yang Yinan, a
returned overseas Chinese with the Beijing Radio
Factory, was recently promoted to be engineer of
ndustrial art design.

«

Weng Zuxin, a returned overseas Chinese from
apan, is doing well in his research into the
prevention and control of vegetable diseases

Returned overseas Chinese Zhu Kunhuang, his wife Chen Susu and
their eldest son Zhu Xiaobing were recently elected deputies to the
Yueyang municipal people’s congress of Hunan Frov

great contributions to the four modernizations.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Workers’ Movement Enters a New Period

In a recent interview with Beijing Review, trade union
leader Ni Zhifu talked about the progress the workers’ move-
ment and trade unions have made in the past few years, and
outlined the role and tasks of trade unions in the new drive
for socialist modernization (p.17).

Hu Yaobang on International Issues

General Secretary Hu Yaobang, in an interview with
French newsmen, talked about China’s stand on Chad, the Mid-
dle East, Kampuchea, disarmament and China’s attitude to-
wards the United States and the Soviet Union (p. 11).

1985 Industrial Targets Reached

As a result of China's efforts to quicken the development
of its industrial production during the readjustment of the na-
tional economy, the output of 33 major products met the 1985
state plans two years ahead of schedule (p. 8).

How China Handles Civil Disputes

China has a unique way of handling civil disputes, which
have been increasing in the past few years. The Law of Civil
Procedure enables the courts to handle cases easily. quickly
and fairly (p. 22).

First Year of Soong Ching Ling Foundation

In its first vear, the Soong Ching Ling Foundation has
received donations from around the world to aid Chinese child-
ren and promote international exchanges (p. 6). At the
ceremony unveiling Soong Ching Ling’s statue on January 27.
Vice-President Ulanhu said friends and relatives of Dr. Sun
and Mme. Soong are welcome to honour Soong'’s grave (p. 7)

Climate to Cool

The coldest weather of the century will hit China between
1988 and 1993, according to a noted meteorologist who has
studied climate records covering the past 500 years (p. 33).
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Ideological Contamination Clarified

by AN ZHIGUO
Political Editor

T the Second Plenum of the
12th Party Central Committee
last October, the decision to begin
Party consolidation was issued to-
gether with the call to clear away
ideological  contamination. The
move commanded immediate at-
tention from the general public
and leaders at all levels.

But opinions differed as to what
the term “ideological contamina-
tion" implies. As a result, some
irrclevant things were criticized
and improper measures were taken
in some arcas. While the real prob-
lems passed unnoticed, trivial
things suddenly came under attack.
A small city store removed incense
from its shelves, which Buddhists
must have for their religious serv-
ices. A popular movic was picked
apart for trifles. These were enough
to alert the central authorities.
They called a meeting in mid-No-
vember to draw the line between
what was contamination and what
was not, thereby clearing up the
confusion and over-sensitiveness
spreading among many people.

ldeological contamination refers
to erroneous words and actions
that deviate from Marxism and so-
cialism, decadent ideas such as
pursuing profit as one's only aim
and the influence of pornography.
In short, it is limited to the idco-
logical sphere, and has nothing to
do with science and economics.
The battle against ideological con-
tamination has not been extended
to the rural areas.

To effectively combat ideologi-
cal contamination, we must oppose
both the “Left™ trend of thought,

4

which regards many normal things

as  unsavoury, and feudal
ideas which cannot even tol-
erate  descriptions of  love

in literature and art, and would
label “obscene” any TV or movie
scenes showing men and women
kKissing and embracing. Both the
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By overcoming both the
“Left” trend of thought and
the remnants of feudalism
and clearly distinguishing
the normai things from the
unsavoury, we will do

a good job in clearing away
ideological contamination.
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“Left” trend of thought and feu-
dalism should be overcome. be-
cause they tend to broaden the
scope of the struggle against ideo-
logical contamination.

In fact, we have devoted much
effort to overcoming the above
tendencies. For instance, over the
last few years people have become
increasingly  fashion  conscious.
Colourful, well-tailored  clothes
began to appear, in sharp contrast
with the bygone days when drab.
checrless clothing was the rule.
This should not be regarded as
idcological contamination; rather,
people should be encouraged to
wear beautiful clothes and enliven
their daily activities.,

In music, we do advocate revolu-
tionary, spirited songs. But we do
not reject mellow songs and light-
music cither, as long as they are
not demoralizing or obscene. We
cannot ban songs whose sentimen-
talism leaves much to be desired.

* theoreticians,

Instead, we should encourage our
musicians to compose better music
to replace them.

The Chinese people have their
own tastes in art. But we offer
no objections to paintings and
sculptures  which describe the
beauty of the human body, and
still less do we oppose efforts to
draw on the strength of outstand-
ing Western works of art.

China’s literary and art world
is flourishing as never before, with
works of varied styles and ideolog-
ical value emerging one after
another in the last few years.
Aliterary work should not be seen
as contaminating so long as its
dnain idea is healthy. China’s
and artists
still studying and discussing the
issue of ideological contamination.
Some have criticized abstract hu-
manism and the concept of so-

writers

called “socialist alienation.” Some
have criticized themselves for
spreading wrong ideas in their

works.  Some art troupes have
made performance tours 0 pub-
licize socialist moral
villages and factories.

values in

Today, a clear line of demarca-
tion has been drawn and the guide-
line has been clearly defined to
ayoid magnifying ideological
contamination. The work will be
done strictly in accordance with
the people’s democratic rights, as
laid down in the Constitution and
other state laws. It will never
flare into the kind of political

movements  which  occurred in
China’s recent past. No over-
bearing steps  will be taken
against those holding differing

views. This will ensure a job well
done in clearing the nation of ideo-
logical contamination.

Beijing Review, No. 7
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My Overall Impression

I think “Suggestions on the
Drafting of the ‘Resolution on
Certain Questions in the History
of Our Party Since the Founding
of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na' " by Deng Xiaoping in issue
No. 30, 1983 is one of the best
articles I have read since 1 began
to subscribe to your magazine.
While upholding and developing
Mao Zedong Thought, it focuses
on the appraisal of the role played
by Mao Zedong in the long span
of history. 1 am convinced that
nobody, after reading it, can con-
tinue to spread the myth of Chi-
na's de-Maoification, which once
| hoodwinked some people in certain
countries. I'm also sure that the
| development of Mao Zedong
Thought in present-day China is
opening up a more brilliant pros-
pect for the country.

Your article “Myth of De-
Maoification Shattered” in issue
No. 36 proved to be another

excellent one. 1 think it has ex-
ploded all the guesses that China
is carrying out a so-called de-
Maoification movement. It also
| showed that despite all his
| mistakes, Mao Zedong deserves to
| be called an outstanding Marxist
and a great leader of the Chinese
people.

I would like to suggest vou
' publish more articles like “Na-
tional Symposium on Mao Zedong
Thought” in issue No. 48, which
| explains how China applies Mao
Zedong Thought in its moderniza-
tion drive.

I am also interested in the
articles written by Mao Zedong,
Zhou Enlai, Liu Shaoqi and Hu
Yaobang. Deng Xiaoping's article
“On the Reform of the System of
| Party and State Leadership” in
issue No. 40 is excellent. Articles
of this kind should be printed
from time to time.

I like the front cover of your
issue No. 31 and appreciate the
revolutionary tradition of the
| Chinese People’s Liberation Army.
| Therefore, 1T hope you publish
more articles on military affairs.

February 13, 1984

The article “US Intervention in|
Central America” in issue No. 34|
is also marvellous. 1 do like read- |
ing all the topics relating to US|
intervention in Central America,
However, 1 hope your weekly will
more  strongly condemn the
United States for its aggressive
schemes in opposing the Latin
American people.

I agree with your views on|
international affairs, such as your
reports about Kampuchea (your
supplement “The Kampuchean
Issue” is well written), the Middle
East, and events in Europe and |
Asia. ‘

However, 1 think your coverage |
of Central America is not satis-|
factory. In my opinion you should ‘
focus on the US imperialists’ neo- !
colonialism and their aggressive |
attitude. Meanwhile, I hope you
will constantly expose the deca-
dence of reactionary forces in this
region and write about the
vigorous advance of the revolu-
tionary forces.

In addition, T am really delight-
ed to read articles on the develop-
ment of socialist ethics in vour
country. Today helping each other
has become the order of the day
in China, where even criminals
are reformed to be good citizens.
By contrast, in the capitalist
world, the moribund customs, eco-
nomic problems (such as unem-
ployment) and other negative fac-
tors such as drug taking force
people to commit crimes. Once a
person violates the law, he can
never expect to receive any assist-
ance. Instead, he is discriminated
against, excluded from social life,
and looked down upon.

The development of socialist
ethics is not only reflected in re-
forming criminals but also in daily
life, such as showing respect for
the aged and concern for the sick,
being friendly and having good
manners. These things have earn-
ed the Chinese people great re-
spect from all over the world.

The article “Truth of Executing
Criminals in Tibet” in issue No.
42 is excellent. It refuted the
false reports on this matter, which
were based on ungrounded lies and
attempted to cause unrest. Re-

LETTERS |

|
cently I read “Tibet: A Society
Under Reform"” published by the
Foreign Languages Press. It gives
an overall description of Tibet's
history and the socialist trans-
formation there. The very history
of Tibet proves that it is the
agents of imperialists who com-
mitted murder in Tibet. For in-
stance, Getag, the great Tibetan |
patriot, was killed by them.

I'd like to focus on your articles |
on eliminating cultural contamina-
tion (“Clearing Cultural Contami- |
nation” by Deng Liqun in issue
No. 45, and “Preventing Ideological
Pollution” by Yue Ping in issue
No. 47). I think the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the Chinese
people should be on the alert
against the influence of decadent
bourgeois ideology, because it can
make the achievements of your
socialist construction come to
nothing and bring about such so- |
cial diseases as extreme ledl»’ld-;
ualism and indifference to others. }
It seems to me that, while you
correct “Left” errors, you should
be extremely careful not lo give
rise to Right tendencies. The Right
errors should be thoroushly
eradicated. Il would be a gzreat
pity for the bright future of China
to be threatened by the influence
of decadent ideology.

The “International” column in
issue No. 45, with “United Na-
tions: Viet Nam Censured for Fifth
Time,” “Grenada: US Armed In-
vasion Is Condemned,” “Lebanan:
Situation After the Ceasefire,”

I*“Soviet Union: Decision on Missile

Deployment,” “Western Europe:
Anti-Nuclear Movement Growing.”
and *“Bolivia: All Uphill for Civil-
ian Government,” is the best of all
the 1983 issues. These atricles are
very interesting. What is more,
they reflect China'’s stand on these
affairs. The best is the article
condemning the US armed inva-
sion of Grenada. i

1 have bound my Beijing Re-
view of 1982 to 1983 into four
volumes. Whenever I want to get
some information about China, 1
can refer to them very easilv. It's
really a pleasure.

Luis Jose Fernandez Ordonez
Pola de Laviana. Spain
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