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China’s Scientists Investigate
the South Pole

Li Huamei, China's first woman scientist
to the South Pole, takes samples. Xu Chang, an engineer, drives a snowmobile
on the ice nearby Scott Base.

Xu Chang working in the shed.

Li Huamei relaxing in front of her tent.

Xu Chang, Li Huamei and a Japanese scientist
(middle) at the Vanda Station.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Reform of Banking System

To meet the needs of economic development and monetary
expansion, China has established a new banking system which
includes several specialized monetary institutions, ‘with the
People’s Bank of China still at the centre (p. 16).

Oil Exploitation in South China Sea

Exploitation work by Chinese and foreign experts in re-
cent years confirms that China has rich oil deposits in the
South China Sea, estimated at no smaller than 5,000 million
tons. By the end of 1983, China had signed contracts with
27 oil companies from nine foreign countries to exploit its
offshore oil in this area (p. 19).

The Patent Law of China

The full text of the law is printed along with an article
explaining the scope of its protection, its principle of priority
rights and licensing (p. 23 & supplement at the centrefold).

Scientists Take on Antarctic Hardships

Since they first set foot on Antarctica in 1980, Chinese
scientists have had to face awesome physical and emotional
hardships — often at great risk to their lives— in the search
for knowledge. The sacrifices are starting to pay off, with the
publication of a collection of theses about previously unknown
plant and animal species (p. 25).

Peasants Run Schools

Hebei Province's experiment to let the peasants run middle
and primary schools has proven a successful reform in rural
education. With state funds concentrated on schools in the
county seats, the new method provides a better way to speed
up the development of China’s rural education (p. 4).

Lebanon: Troubled National Reconciliation

The situation in Beirut has deteriorated again after the
second round of the national reconciliation conference held
last month. The road towards the national reconciliation in
Lebanon is full of twists and turns (p. 13).
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Peasants Run Their Own Schools

by XIN XIANGRONG
Cultural Editor

Hebei Province in north China
is now experimenting with a re-
form in rural education to let the
peasants run middle and primary
schools in the countryside. This
has brought about quick changes
in the outlook of the schools.

Of the 140 counties and cities
in the province, 130 have been
sclected for the experiment. The
reform has begun to be populariz-
ed in 51 of them.

Up to now, nearly all schools in
China’s countryside were run by
the state. But because the state
shoulders heavy burdens in eco-
nomic construction and has limit-
ed financial resources, it cannot
provide all the investment needed
for rural education. Therefore,
schools in the countryside have
rather poor buildings, teaching
equipment and teachers.

In the first half of 1983 Hebei
Province officials began to entrust
the running of rural primary and
junior middle schools to rural
communes and production bri-
gades. All funds needed by
the schools are raised by the
cgmmunes and brigades. As a
result, what could not be afford-
ed when the schools were run by
the state can now be accomplished
easily.

The lower primary school in the
Qianbazhang brigade in Fucheng
County formerly used a dilapidat-
ed house. After it was handed
over to the brigade, the brigade
and the peasants collected 35,000
yuan for a new school building
with more than 1,000 square me-

4

tres of floor space, which opened
in August 1983.

The Sanshengyuan commune in
Lingshou  County  earmarked
110,000 yuan from its income
earned by its industrial and side-
line production to put up a two-
storey building, which has 1,100
square metres of floor space, for
the commune-run junior middle
school. In this way, the commune
brought together several junior
middle school classes scattered all

T —

To let the peasants run
schools themselves is an .
effective way to speed up
the development of China’s
rural education and plays
a great role in raising the
nation’s educational level.

over the commune and purchased
some new teaching equipment.
This has laid the foundation for
raising the teaching quality.

People in Hebei’s countryside
said that in the past, the banks
occupied the best houses. Now,
the schools occupy the best houses.

As flexible policies have been
adopted for the countryside in re-
cent years, agricultural produc-
tion has developed fairly quickly.
The peasants’ living standards
have improved and some peasants
have prospered. From their
experience, the peasants know that
if they want to further develop
production and build a rich new
countryside, they must have educa-
tion. They are all willing to con-
tribute some money for running
schools so that their sons and

daughters can receive better in-
struction.

But this has not increased the
burden on the peasants. In 1949
when the People’s Republic was
founded, agricultural tax levied on
the peasants in Hebei Province
accounted for 8 per cent of the
province’s total agricultural out-

put value. In 1983, it was just 1
per cent. This is because the
agricultural tax has stayed the

same (it has been reduced in some
places) while production has
grown and developed.

Each peasant needs to contrib-
ute only 5 or 6 yuan a year to
finance the schools. For instance,
life in Hengshui Prefecture was
very poor a few years ago.
However, since flexible policies
were adopted for the countryside,
the peasants’ income has increased
rapidly. They now grow cotton
in saline-alkali soil which is not
suitable for grain crops. One peas-
ant in the prefecture said: “We
will have the money for running
schools if we grow a little more
cotton.”

The peasants have the right to
select and appoint teachers for
their schools. They can give dif-
ferent pay to the teachers, accord-
ing to their ability and attitude
towards work. They do not hire
those who are nof qualified.

Luanxie Village in mountaincus
Shahe County has run two sraall
coal pits which earn a profit of
more than 800,000 yuan each year
for the village. With the money
the villagers intend to build a plate
glass factory. But they do not
have the qualified people. So when
they are permitted to run their
own school they plan to run it
well to train more competent peo-
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ple for the work.
advertisement in
newspaper for qualified teachers.
From the 360 applicants through-
out the country, they hired seven
for their junior middle school,
three of whom are from other prov-

They put an
a provincial

inces and Tianjin. Each teacher
receives 130 yuan a month, 50 to
100 per cent higher than the wages
for state-employed teachers. Be-
cause the teachers get higher pay,
they are very enthusiastic about
their work. They do all they can
to improve their teaching abilities.

When rural middle and primary
schools are put under the care of
the communes and brigades, part
of the money the state formerly
spent on these schools will go to
those communes and brigades
which have difficulties in running
schools, part of it will be used to
improve the equipment of key
schools in the county and part
will be used to raise the pay of
state-employed teachers.

The experiment in Hebei Prov-
ince is of great significance.
China has plans to popularize
primary school education in most
of its counties by 1985. The task
has already been accomplished in
one-fourth of them. Now, only 30
per cent-of the young and middle-
aged peasants are educated at or
above junior middle school level.
Rural schooling, which is closely
related to agricultural moderniza-
tion, shoulders a heavy task in
raising the nation’s educational
level. Hebei Province's experi-
ment makes it possible to find
a better way to speed up the de-
velopment of China’s rural educa-
tion.

April 9, 1984

LETTERS

Authoritative “Notes From
The Editors”

In my opinion, the column
“Notes From the Editors” is very
authoritative. Comparing the arti-
cle “New Productive Forces in
Rural Areas” with Vice-Premier
Wan Li’s report, "Developing
Rural Commodity = Production,”
(see issue No. 9) | find the former
is really profound.

In Japan, some people wonder
whether the specialized house-
holds will become “new rich peas-
ants."”

Thanks to the article, which
points out the functions and im-
portance of the new commodity
producers in the social economy,
foreign readers can deepen their
understanding of the problem.
These new commodity producers,
known as specialized households,
always work hard, take the lead
in using new technology and are
good at intensive farming. That
is why their productivity is much
higher than that of ordinary peas-
ant households. As a result, they
are able to sell 70-90 per cent of
their products as commodities.
They are pace-setters for agricul-
tural modernization.

Although the peasants have long
been emancipated from the old ex-
ploiting system, farm production
has developed since the agricultural
co-operative movement was com-

‘| pleted in 1956, the backward self-

sufficient mode of production had
still  not been fundamentally
changed. The co-operative econ-
omy was handicapped by over-
concentrated, single-crop farming
and absolute egalitarian distribu-
tion. This forced the peasants,
who make up more than 80 per
cent of China’s population, to tic
up their labour power on a limited
area of cultivated land just to feed

the nation. The analysis penetrat-
ingly explains an extremely impor-
tant issue in China’s countryside
under the socialist system.

“Absolute egalitarianism™ was
the banner of the peasant upris-
ings under the feudal system, and
can also be said as a conservative
idea inherited by Chinese peasants
from old China. Therefore, elim-
inating this conservative idea is a
key to realizing the four modern-
izations.  Egalitarianism cannot
be ecradicated by a slogan or by
a report. On the contrary, it is
necessary to formulate specific
policies, and to implement the
household-based contract system
within the framework of the co-
operative economy, thereby effec-
tively mobilizing the initiative of
the millions of peasants.

The proportion of commodity
production in the rural economy
rose from 40 per cent to more
than 50 per cent during the last
five years, and about 100 million
peasants have’switched from farm-
ing to developing other natural re-
sources. In my opinion, it means
the agricultural population is de-
creasing while the agricultural
productive forces and the national
income are increasing.

Masatoshi Sawada
Akashi, Japan

Religious Policy in Full
Force in China

Your issue No. 3, 1984 impress-
ed me most. Your artcile entitled
“Religious Policy in Full Force”
told me what 1 did not know.
Although [ profess and practise
Marxism, 1 did not know that re-
ligious freedom exists in socialist
China.

Bruno Katltia
Lusaka, Zambia
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