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SPOTLIGHT

The China Buddhist
Association celeb-
rates its 30th anniv-
ersary at Beijing's
Guangji Temple.

9 0 Moslems pray during

~ A Djumah Friday in the

L— Huaisheng Mosque,
Guangzhou.

The Xuanmiao Taoist
Temple in Suzhou
opens to visitors.

A Protestant pastor
baptizes a new mem-
ber of his church.

Bishop Louis Zhang
Jiashu consecrates a
new bishop.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Zhao Ziyang in France

In France on the first stop of his six-nation tour of West-
ern Europe, Premier Zhao Ziyang expounds China’s foreign
policy and stands on major international issues. He hopes
Sino-French economic relations can keep pace with their polit-
ical ties (p. 6).

About the New Conscription Law

The newly adopted conscription law combines compulsory
with voluntary service, and the militia with the reserves. Ranks
have been restored, helping to clarify the responsibilities of each
soldier (p. 18).

Regional Autonomy for Minority Peoples

The system of regional national autonomy is possible be-
cause of China's long history of unification. ‘Autonomous
areas help minority peoples maintain their culture and identity,
while drawing on the wealth and cxperience of the whole
country to further develop (p. 4).

Christianity in China

Since the end of the “cultural revolution,” religious freedom
has been restored in China and religious believers have re-
sumed their activities. The Christian churches in China are
arranging friendly cexchanges with foreign churches on the
basis of equality and friendship, mutual respect for each other’s
sovereignty and non-interference in each other’s affairs (p. 21).

Government Work Report to NPC Session

Full text of Premier Zhao's report to the Second Session
of the Sixth NPC. It emphasizes the need for reform and a
continuation of China’s open policy, summarizes China’s devel-
opments and diplomatic activities in 1983, and outlines the
work for 1984 (centrefold).

Gezhouba Under Construction

The foundation for the second phase of the Gezhouba
Hydroelectric Power Station was completed this past March,
and construction of subsidiary facilities has begun. Upon
completion, the Gezhouba station will produce 14.1 billion kwh
clectricity a ycar, to help ease the power shortage in central
China and transmit electricity to cast China (p. 11).

Subscription prices (1 year):
Australio....ccceeeee A.514.00 ysa... USS13.00
New Zeclond... NZ.S18.00 yK........ £8.00
Canoda....... Con. $15.00




NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Regional Autonomy for Minorities

by AN ZHIGUO
Political Editor

The Law on Regional Autonomy
for Minority Nationalities adopted
by the Second Session of the
Sixth National People’s Congress
reflects the common needs and
wishes of all ethnic groups in
China.

All peoples in China are equal.
It is basic to China’s political
system to practise regional national
autonomy under the unified
leadership of the state in areas
where minority peoples live in
compact communities.

Currently China has 5 autono-
mous regions, 31 autonomous pre-
fectures and 78 autonomous coun-
ties. China’s system of regional
national autonomy is different
from that of a federation compos-
ed of many states where a parti-
cular nationality predominates, as
it is based on unique conditions.

Regional national autonomy is
possible because China has such
a long history of unification.
Emperor Qin Shi Huang unified
China and established centralized
state power in 221 B.C. National
unification has been the main-
stream ever since.

This long history of unity has
promoted intermingling among
different minority peoples living
either in compact communities or
over scattered areas. They have
come to be economically inter-
dependent.

Soon after its founding in the

early 1920s, the Chinese Com-
munist Party put forward a
4

thorough programme for national
liberation, which included provi-
sions for regional national auton-
omy. In the prolonged revolu-
tionary struggle, all nationalities in
China, under the leadership of
the Communist Party, formed a
single group dedicated to a com-
mon cause. This laid a solid polit-
ical foundation for practising re-
gional national autonomy.

Given China's uneven distribu-
tion of natural resources and the

Given China’s uneven
distribution of natural
resources and the
unbalanced development
of the economy, regional
national autonomy is an
important guarantee for
the common prosperity of
all nationalities.

unbalanced development of its
national economy, regional na-
tional autonomy is an important
guarantee for the common pros-
perity of all nationalities. Of
China's total population, 6.7 per
cent belong to 55 ethnic minori-
ties (the rest are Hans). They live
over an area which accounts for
50-60 per cent of China's total
territory. These areas abound with
natural resources. But their econo-
mies and culture are underdevelop-
ed. Therefore, in their economic
construction, the people of various
minorities must receive financial

support from the Central Govern-
ment and technical help from the
Han people. China’s modernization
drive, in turn, needs the enthusias-
tic support and participation of the
people of all minority nationalities.

The Law on Regional Autonomy
for Minority Nationalities has
drawn on China’s experience in
exercising regional autonomy over
the past three decades and more.
It stipulates that self-governing
bodies shall be established in na-
tional autonomous areas to fully
exercise the right of autonomy.

Apart from enacting autonomy
regulations and specific regulations,
the governments in these areas
may introduce special policies and
flexible measures, as long as they
do not violate the Constitution of
the People’s Republic of China
and the state law. If the resolu-
tions, decisions, orders and in-
structions of the higher authorities
do not suit the practical conditions
of the national autonomous areas,
the local governments may, with
the approval of the higher authori-
ties, make appropriate adaptations
or simply not comply.

The law says the administrative
head of an autonomous region,
prefecture or county shall be a
citizen of the nationality, or one
of the nationalities, exercising re-
gional autonomy in the areas con-
cerned. It also includes provisions
on the composition of govern-
ments in autonomous areas, and
the number and training of
minority cadres, with the aim of
increasing the contingent of cadres
from minority groups.

Under the guidance of state
plans, the law allows national
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autonomous areas to develop their
economies independently by for-
mulating the principles, policies
and plans for their own economic

development according to the
characteristics and needs of each
locality.

The people of all minorities
have the freedom to use their own
spoken and written languages,
actively develop their culture and
education and, in line with the
state’s educational principles, de-
cide on their own educational
plans, systems and facilities.

The state will render the na-
tional autonomous areas financial,
material and technical help to
promote the economic and cultural
development of these areas.

The exercise of regional auton-
omy will play a great role in
establishing and promoting equal-
ity, unity and mutual help among
all nationalities. This is important
for guaranteeing the success of
socialism. The adoption and im-
plementation of the Law on Re-
gional Autonomy for Minority Na-
tionalities will further strengthen
the unity of China and promotc
the progress and prosperity of all
its people.

June 11, 1984

Respect for Your Dauntless
Spirit
| am a frequent reader of Bei-

jing Review and am hooked on
it.

You criticize all acts of aggres-
sion, including those of the two
superpowers.  Your  dauntless
spirit, which rejects national ego-
ism, is deeply respected and appre-
ciated. Although by speaking out,
your national interests might be
harmed, you realize it is impossible
both to eliminate aggression and
offend no one, except by com-
promising your principles.

At a time when many Euro-
peans are filled with hatred for
dissidents and want to forbid them
to state their views, the people of
Beijing are even preparing to
welcome people from Taiwan.
Although the relationship between
them has been very strained, peo-
ple on China’s mainland are now
willing to co-operate with Taiwan,
with a tolerant and rational ‘atti-
tude.

Deng Xiaoping even said that
there might be two kinds of polit-
ical systems within China. Neither
side would be harmed by the
other. We must firmly believe
in this.

Ernst Oltrogge
Goslar, FRG

Expanding Friendship

I very much enjoyed your first
three issues of 1984. All the well
written and accurate articles —
not only about the Chinese way of
life — are very interesting! Con-
gratulations!

Beijing Review exports [riend-
ship to many nations all over
the world. This is valuable and
praiseworthy. | do believe you
will continue to do the same.

I admire your rich ancient cul-
ture. | myself, and many of my

writer colleagues in this country,

are very interested in contem-

porary Chinese literature. Will you

please try to cover this topic some-
day, if possible?

Irena Prezwlocka

Sopot, Poland

‘Beijing Review,” China’s
Envoy

I'm very glad to receive the first
few issues of Beijing Review of
1984, With a wide reportage and
nice colour covers, Beijing Review
has become more outstanding. It
has become a diplomatic envoy of
the People’s Republic to the entire
world.

Beijing Review's great improve-
ments deserve congratulations. [t
acts as wa faithful medium for
learning about China’s views on
world events.

I like the inside front cover. full
of news photos, and the inside
back cover, with unique papercuts
and other works of art.

I like to read Beijing Review,
and wish other readers also save
their copies as a reference.

Though we live far apart, 1 feel
China is just around the corner,
thanks to Beijing Review and
Radio Beijing.

Miguel Ramon Bauset
Alboraia, Spain

International Column

As I'm interested in diplomatics
and foreign relations, | like those
reports on foreign relations in the
“International” column. Here I
particularly appreciate the article
about Sino-Canadian relations in
issue No. 2. Many Canadians
hope the relationship between our
two countries will develop rapidly
and smoothly.

Peter Hunter
Ontario, Canada
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