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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Favourable Investment Environment

Gu Ming. Deputy Secerctary-General of the State Council.
details China’s good environment for international investment
— politically and cconomically favourable and offering pre-
ferential treatment (p. 16). In an interview with Beijing Review
he expluins China’s approach 1o and position on investment
protection accords (p. 18).

Economy Improves in the First Six Months

China’s economy kept improving steadily in the first half
of 1984, The improvement is marked by more heavy and light
industrial products, a quicker pace of capital construction, a
brisk market and better cconomic results, as compared with the
corresponding period last year (p. 9)

Senegalese Policy Praised

President Li Xiannian has praised the visiting Senegalese
President Dioul for his country’s forcign policy of non-align-
ment and  friendship with ncighbouring countries. 1i com-
mended the Senegalese people for their struggle to shake off
colonial control and for the cconomic achicvements
made since independence (p. 6)

they have

A Champion of Reform

Bu Xinsheng, Dircctor of the Haivan Shirt and Blouse
Factory in Zhcjiang Province. is one of the trailblazers of
China’s current cconomic reform. As much censured as praised,
he finally wurned a processing factory pinched with financial
difficultics into a thriving modern enterprise (p. 19,

Rebels Hinder Nicaragua's Efforts

The US-backed anti-Sandinista campaign is preventing the
Nicaraguan Government from concentrating its efforts on
building up the country.  Although US-Nicaraguan talks are
under way, the spectre of war has not disappeared from the
land (p. 24).

Subscription prices (1 year):
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Technicians Go to Countryside

by JIN QI

Economic Editor

While explaining how expand-
ed farm production has helped the
peasants become weil-off, a lead-
er of Changping County on the
outskirts of Beijing said, “We
should make use of others' intelli-
gence to make a fortune.”

So far, Changping has recruited
1,358 technical personnel to help
the local people promote com-
modity production. They include
130 professors, research fellows,
senior engincers and agronomists.

Following the cxtensive imple-
mentation of the responsibility
system and the emergence of
various types of specialized house-
holds, China’s rural areas are
changing profoundly. The rural
economy is now moving from a
self-sufficient or  semi-self-suf-
ficient cxistence to large-scale com-
modity production.

The rural cadres and peasants
have realized from their own
experience that they now need
science and technology more than
at any other time, whether they are
engaged in agriculture, forestry.
animal husbandry, sideline occu-
pations, fishery or rural industry.

A year ago, the story of grab-
bing up the “gods of wealth"”
spread in the countryside. The
peasants liken technical personnel
to the “gods of wealth.” who can
help boost production and in-
crease their incomes.

In the past, many engineers and
scientists preferred to stay in the
cities because of the unsatisfactory
growth of agriculture and the
relatively harsh working and living
conditions in the rural arcas. Even

4

the rural agronomists felt restless,
and many sought jobs elsewhcre.

But in recent years. many rural
areas have achieved the beginning
of prosperity, which has paved the
way for improving the working
and living conditions of techni-
cians in the countryside. In order
to meet the urgent needs of the
rural areas, in 1983 the State
Council decided that the technical
force working in agriculture and
forestry should be strengthened.
It also decided to improve the liv-
ing conditions of rural technical
personnel.

In the past year scientists and
technicians have been encouraged
to move to the countryside, with
some positive results.

Jilin Province, in northeast Chi-

"na, has reformed its system of

assigning school graduates, and
invited collective enterprises and
specialized houscholds in the rural
areas to recruit college and tech-
nical school graduates. The units
wanting to cmploy them can
maintain direct contact with the
universities and colleges and, with
the approval of county and prov-
incial authorities, may sign con-
tracts with the graduates. The
wages of these graduates will be
higher than the standards sct by
the state.

In Chongging, Sichuan Prov-
ince, those university and techni-
cal school graduates, engineers and
technicians who work in village
and town enterprises below the
county level reccive wages one
grade higher, plus other fringe
benefits granted by the state.

Shenyang in Liaoning Province
recently assigned 500 outstanding
young cadres to lcading technical
and managerial posts in county

The
term of their work therc is tenta-

and township cnterprises.

tively fixed at two years. Those
who have been transferred to
work in villages and towns on the
outskirts of the city will have their
salaries raised by two grades, and
enjoy the same labour protection
and welfare as other workers and
staff.

In Beijing, suburban county
governments are allowed to work
out preferential provisions for en-
listing specialized personnel ac-
cording to their own financial and
matcrial resources.

Peasants in the rural areas
around Wuxi, [iangsu Province.
were among the first in China to
take advantage of advanced tech-
nology in the citiecs. To date,
more than 700 town and village
enterpriscs there have co-operated
with 219 rescarch institutes and
universities and colleges through-
out the country. They have suc-
cessfully completed 220 research
projects and trial-produced 420
new products. Of these, nine
products have met specific needs
in the country and 101 products
have entered the world market.
The per-capita income from in-
dustry for the peasants on the out-
skirts of Wuxi has reached 323
yuan. the highest in China.

Encouraging tcchnical personnel
to work in the rural areas is im-
portant not only for making up
for the acute shortage of talents;
it can also solve the problem of
some specialized personnel idling
away in the cities. This way, their
efforts can be rallied in the
modernization drive.

Beijing Review. No. 29



LETTERS

Rebuilding Judicial System

I think that one of the most in-
leresting matters  dealt with in
1985 was the rcbuilding of the
socialist judicial system following
the downfall of the gang of four
and the end of the “cultural revolu-
tion.”

First. however. | would like to
say that to me, the most notable
overall feature of that period,
which | have followed faitly close-
ly since the time of the April 1976
revolutionary demonstrations in
Tian An Men Square, has been
the striving at top levels of the
Party and government to resolve
problems through the Marxist
scientific method of seeking truth
from facts.

For cxample. after discussion
and action to eliminate one-man
lcadership and life tenure of of-
fice in the Party and government,
and develop a collective style of
work, it would have been easy to
deny the role of leaders for fears
of charges of a reappearance of
personality cult.

That this did not happen was
fortunate for socialism in China
and a sign that Marxist dialectical
and historical materialism is more
consistently becoming the theoret-
ical guide for the further develop-
ment of Mao Zedong Thought and
the success of socialist moderniza-
tion.

It is my firm belicf, in this
period of reassessment and re-
orientation of China's policies,
that there can be no doubt history
will record the great contributions
made by Comrade Deng Xiao-
ping, whose guiding role within
the collective can be clearly secn
in the article “*Suggestions on the
Drafting of the Resolution on
Certain Questions in the History

of Our Party Since the Founding
of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na,” which is an historic docu-
ment and no doubt a turning
point in China's progress which
will ultimately have world reper-
cussions,

One of the ugliest featurcs of
the “cultural revolution™ was, it
scems to me, the almost complete
destruction of the socialist judi-
cial system which you built up
through painstaking efforts.  As
the “cultural revolution™ progress-
cd, it became sufficient to make
the most serious charges against
Party and statc leaders by means
of unsubstantiated statements at
so-called “struggle mectings” and
in wall posters and, without fair
trial in a court of socialist law.
subjecting them to the most
unjust persecution.

It is indeed encouraging and in-
teresting to read of measures
being taken to rebuild your legal
system.

In 1983 | studied a number of
articles such as “The Police and
the People™ (No. 21), “How Do
China's Lawycrs Work"™ (No. 23)
and “Crackdown on Crime" and
“Revision in Criminal and Other
Laws™ (No. 37). to name a few.,

This last articlc particularly im-
pressed me, because it showed
that the Standing Committce of
the National People's Congress
rightly took the necessary steps 1o
crack down on unrepentant crim-
inals committing serious crimes
against the people and socialism.

There has been some negative
reactions  herc, although not
widespread, 10 reports of the
carrying out of dcath sentences
for criminals convicted of very
serious crimes.  But this satisfies
rather than worrics me, because

in my view, | am sure that social-
ist justice is being restored and
that it is still based predominani-
ly on “curing the sickness to save
the patient.™

Steve Hieal
Auckland. New Zealand

Co-operation With Non-
Communists

I appreciate Deng Yingchao's

report in issue No. 21 entitled
“Deng  Yingchao:  Co-operate
With Non-Communists.” | must

say that the report came in time
not only for China's moderniza-
tion drive. but also for those coun-
tries which seek true socialist
democracy. As we know. non-
Communists can also be patriots;
their suggestions for the construc-
tion of socialism will avail the
party in officc.

I would like to say something
about the improvements in vour
magazine. Steady advances have
been madc since | began sub-
scribing Beijing Review in 1981,
However, your great leap this
year was quite beyond my expec-
tations.  Colour covers. a  greal
innovation and evidence of im-
provement of your living standards
mark the beginning of positive
results from your modernization
drive. | hope you will publish all
your pictures in colour, as those in
the centrefold of issuc No. 16. As
for the contents, | appreciate your

*Articles and Documents” column,

which informs me of new devel
opments  and  the most
statistics.

recent

Rajoel Etienne
Madagascar
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