No. 40 Oclober 1. 1984

HINESE WEEKLY OF
EWS AND VIEWS

China’s Ten Major Achievemerns

Joint Daclaration on the Queston of Hong Kong

[

PRC 35th Anniversary. Special




Peasants in China Today

5.3 A 4
Peasants of Xiaotian Village Zouping County, Shan-
dong Province, constructed o school at their own
expense for their children.

He Huaigin harvested 65,000 kilogrammes of
whea! this summer on 10.8 hectares of land
contracted from his brigade in Henan Prov-
ince. His net income was more than 20,000
yuan.

SPOTLIGHT

Construction team members in Yichuan County,
Henan Province, used profits to purchase
motorcycles.

Investing their own funds, peasants of Yiniubao
township built an airport.

Dong Zuochen, a household specialized in fishing and oxenraising
in Inner Mongolia, erected a new house this year.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

A Red-Letter Day for China

Beijing Review's political editor gives an overview ol
China’s progress and problems. He stresses that socialist con-
struction has generated matcrial and spiritual wealth unimagin-
able in the past, yet another 35 years or cven longer will be
needed 1o achieve the grand design of turning China into a
truly advanced and prosperous country  (p. 4).

Economic and Social Achievements Since 1949

The first instalment of a description of the ten major eco-
nomic and social achicvements over the past three and a hall
decades which have turned China from a backward, poverty-
stricken agricultural country into a socialist nation enjoying the
beginnings of affluence and strength  (p. 16).

China and Britain Reach Agreement Over
Hongkong

Aflter [riendly negotiations China and Britain signed o
joint declaration on the question of Hongkong on September
26 (p. b).

This issuc carries the translation ol a Renmin Ribuo
editorial on this historic event (p. 14) and the full text of the
official document (centrefold).

Mayor of Tianjin Profiled

Raised in a peasant family and trained as a carpenter,
Li Ruihuan has become one of the principal builders of the new
Tianjin since becoming mayor in 1982. By tackling and com-
pleting quickly construction projects that have improved life
for the residents. he has won the confidence of the local people
(p. 21).

Song and Dance Epic Recounts History

The major events of Chinese revolutionary history and
socialist construction are featured in the new epic stage produc-
tion Song of the Chinese Revolution.  With a cast and sup-
porting crew of 1.000. including prize winning performers at
international competitions, the show includes the songs and
dances of China’s 36 nationalities  (p. 29).
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

A Red-Letter Day for China

by AN ZHIGUO
Political Editor

For the Chinese people, October
| has long been a day to remember,
a day to celebrate. The founding
of the People’s Republic on this
day 35 years ago ended a century
of forcign aggression and domina-
tion which kept the country in
turmoil and war and brought its
people  immense  suffering  and
humiliation, a century when do-
mestic  feudal  oppression  and
backwardness were the order of
the day.

October 1, 1949 also marked
the beginning of the socialist rev-
olution, in which man’s exploita-
tion of man was to be abolished
and socialist construction would
generate  material  and  spiritual
wealth unimaginable 10 our fore-
lathers.

This year, the Chinese people
are celebrating with special jubila-
tion. The new Long March
of socialist modernization begun
live years ago, the accompanying
new  policies formulated at  the
1978 Third Plenum of the 11th
Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party (CPC) and the
reforms which have followed and
are still going strong — all these
have been fruitlul.

Among the recent advances:

e The CPC, which is the van-
guard of the Chinese people in the
new Long March, is being great-
ly invigorated by the ongoing rec-
tification  started last year. It
has improved its style of work
and enjoys  increased  prestige
among the Chinese people.
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e Following the streamlining ol
the government, more and more
young competent people have taken
up leading posts to ensurc that the
present set of policies and polit-
ical stability will continue for
years to come,

e The adoption of the new
1982 Constitution and the large
body of new laws and statutes
has strengthened the rule of law
and laid the basis for a developed
socialist political democracy.

e The stress on spiritual civil-
ization has assurcd the country of
high moral standards and public
order.  The country continues to
have onc of the world's lowest
crime rates.

e A diversified economy and
the implementation of the respon-
sibility system have brought the
countryside a surprising cconomic
vitality and the first wave of pros-
perity.  China’s farmers, cultivat-
ing 7 per cent of the world's
arable land, are producing one-
fourth of the world’s total grain
and feeding 1,000 million pcople
— about a quarter of the world's
population.

® Rural successes have given a
great impetus to urban rcforms.
Separating  government  adminis-
tration from business, delegating
more power to enterprises, doing
away with “eating from the same
big pot” — these arc some of the
principles being followed in the
current reform, which covers not
only industry, commerce and the
service trades, but reaches far into
China’s basic systems such as em-
ployment and wages.

e China has developed an in-
dependent and fairly complete in-

dustrial base and integrated ccon-
omy capable of making its own
supersonic  aircraft, satcllites and
sophisticated computers.

e Living standards have visib-
ly improved. Pcople arc cating
and dressing much better. Savings
are soaring in personal accounts
at urban and rural bank branches.
The housing construction boom
continues unabated.

e The arts and scicnces have
been revived and are  beginning
to flourish. Educational, medical
and hcalth facilitics have grown
tremendously.  Life expectancy has
nearly doubled from 35 before
1949 10 68 in 1985. China's suc-
cesses at the recent Los Angeles
Olympics, plus the fact that about
300 million people participate reg-
ularly in sports, have shed China
for cver its humiliating nickname
“the sick man of Asia.”

The Sino-British joint declara-
tion on the question of Hongkong
was initialled in Beijing  last
week after two years of negotia-
tions. The resolution of this baf-
fling problem left over from the
past marks an important siep to-
wards China’s goal of national
reunification.  There  is cvery
reason to belicve that the formula
of “onme country with (wo
systems™ will have a significant
bearing on the eventual coming

together of the mainland and
Taiwan.

China stands for peace and
development.  As a socialist state
and a country which needs a
peaceful  international  environ
ment. China  uphelds  the  Five

Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
and is against hegemonism in in-
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It calls for

ternational relations.
unity among third world countrics,
which are suffering from the an-
tiquated and unequal economic

world order.  In recent years, this
principled stand has won increas-
ing international support.

There are many more conclu-
sions to be drawn on this red-
letter day. but the basic point 10
remember is that there are no
ready-made “models™ for China’s
socialist construction.  China has
to proceed from its own realities
and lind its own way shcad. As
a populous and once backward
country, we have to persevere.
The 35 years which have gone by
are only a beginning.  Another
35 years or cven fonger will be
needed 10 achieve the grand de-
sign of turning China into a tru-

ly prosperous and  advanced
country.
I'he  achievements made  since

the founding of the People’s Re-
public in 1949 have indeed been
impressive.  However, there have
been twists and turns and even
scrious setbacks.  There are many
weak links in the of our
work which must be strengthen-
ed. Compared with the developed
nations, China still lags in its
cconomy, science and technology.
and living standards nced to be
further improved. As we push on
with our reforms. there will be
growing pains and new problems.
Despite all this, we are conlident
— because the advances we
have alrecady made — that  the
Chinese  people,  guided by the
Marvist line of “sceking truth
from ftacts,”  will cven
greater victories in the next three
and a hall decades.

chain

ol

score
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Anniversary
Congratulations

Sincere congratulations to China
and its pcople on the occasion of
the 35th anniversary of the found-
ing of the People’s Republic. The
present situation must surely be a
source of great pride and happiness
for all the Chinesc people.

Your weekly vividly covers the
trends of an increasingly modern
China, already possessed of the
highest level of culture and civiliza-
tion in the world, Whether your
articles deal with China’s astonish-
ing ratc of industrial and agricul-
tural development or a succinct re-
port on this or that international
situation, the irrefutable proof is
there for all — that your system is
the most advanced that mankind
has ever seen. One can only try to
imagine this superb  society of
yours, based on correct policies
which, however complex, scem
always to proceed from the funda-
mental interests of China and the
world people — one can only imag-
ine with great excitement the China
of the year 2000!

S. Payne
London, Britain

Congratulations on your forth-
coming 35th anniversary.  Since
first subscribing Lo Beijing Review.
I have seen an enormous advance
in the quality of the writing. and
in the contents.

| particularly cnjoyed the article
by Rewi Alley, “What China Was
and Is” (issue No. 37). In many
ways China is now in the fore-
front of social development. A
photographic  and textual  com-
parison of old and new China
would sell well in other countries.

A. A. Hampton
Hants, Britain

21st Century Belongs to
China

I take it for granted that Hong-
kong will come under the sover-
eignty of China after 1997, and it
is a blessing that Hongkong's res-
idents will enjoy the full right 1o
administer their own affairs.

I entirely agree that the 21Ist
century belongs to China. All
people of insight agree on this. |
hope the Chinese people will
realize their responsibility and
strengthen  their endeavours.

We'll make it clear to the United
States and the Soviet Union that
world pcace must be maintained,
and the world will ¢ventually be-
come an carthly paradisc for
mankind.

Masao Nishimura
Ashikaga, Japan
Aiding Minorities

I very much cnjoy reading your
many interesting articles on the
minority pcoples of China. It was
very interesting to rcad how the
Chinese Government has actually
aided many of these minority
groups in developing their own
written language, thus allowing
for the growth and development
of a written literature  where
formerly there was none.  And it
was also interesting (o sce how the
government has actually encourag-
ed the cultivation of the often col-
ourful and uniquc of
these non-llan minority groups.
Such activities can only enhance
in the world the image of a China
concerned with the development
of all minority cultures.

Other multi-national  countries
could well learn from the Chinese
example how they should fairly
and justly treat their own na-
tional minoritics

cultures

Paul Meillarec
New York, USA
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