X }

7 SR S0 Log o

A CHI[‘ES‘EI WEEKLY OF |
EWS AND VIEWS

v Oy

VR

T b e =

ot
- "A:,.:!l:l I:O'-'.

I e N

(-

g "

ES T .

..“..

"1

143
LEE
1
43
43
-
LEE
S
' 0
.

X

v
:
=
-
E)
-
.

4
-
-
A
-

N

e
~
p




Communications and Transportation
Speed Into the Future
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Construction of the Yanzhou-Shijiusuo rail- Ma Xila, a senior engineer with the Shanghai Communication Equipment Plant,
way in Shandong Province is stepping up has developed an cutomatic control device for internal combustion locomotives

Electric locomotives roll off the production line at the
Zhuzhou Electric Locomotive Plant in Hunon.

A highway from Zunyi, a historic city, to Maotai
where the renowned spirit Maotai is produced,
in Guizhou Province zigzags up @ mountain.

SPOTLIGHT

Shijiu Harbour in Shandong
Province will be able to "
handle 15 million tons of
coal a year when g
completed. ,
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Hongkong Policy Won't Change

Chairman Deng Xiaoping and Premier Zhao Ziyang have
said that China will implement the Hongkong agreement to
the letter and the “one country. two systems™ policy won't be
changed in the future (p. 6).

CPC Develops Foreign Relationships

The Communist Party of China has various forms of friend-
ly ties with more than 150 parties and organizations in foreign
countries, including communist, socialist, social democratic and
labour parties, and different kinds of political parties in the
third world countries (p. 19).

US Readjusts Its Economic Strategy

Since the mid-1970s, the United States has gradually shifted
its economic focus abroad to the Asian-Pacific region. A Chi-
nese scholar analyses the causes of this important US trend
and its impact on Washington's policy towards the region
(p. 21)

New Policies Stimulate Tibet's Growth

Greater flexibility in cconomic matters, the stress on a
diversified economy and commodity production, and the new
“open policy” are speeding up developments on the “Roof of
the World™ (p. 4).

Power Pilant Construction Lagging Behind

Despite the rapid expansion of the power industry in re-
cent years, electricity output still falls far short of the nation’s
cver-growing needs. The shortfall could be serious this winter
(p. 8).

Women’s Rights Upheld in China

With the founding of the People’s Republic in 1949, Chi-
nese law has upheld equal rights for women. Serious violations
of their rights are punishable by law (p. 27).
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NOTES

FROM THE EDITORS

Tibet:

by AN ZHIGUO

Political Editor

Expectations arc running high
among peasants on the “Roof of
the World” that after three years of
crop failures agriculture will re-
cover this year. Although some of
the autumn crops have not yet
been brought in, a good harvest on
a regional scale is already a cer-
tainty.

Tibet's promising agriculture is
attributable to plentiful rainfall in
the past several months.  But
equally important, or even more so
from the long-term point of view,
is the peasants' soaring enthusiasm
for production, kindled by the
package of new economic policies
formulated last March by the cen-
tral authorities to boost the auto-
nomous region's economic develop-
ment.

Farmland has been allotted by
household to the tillers, who now
have their own say in what to
grow and how much to keep and
sell out of their own harvests. This
gives cveryone hope to earn a bet-
ter living by diligent work.

That “do-as-you-like” policy has
also contributed to the revival of
traditional animal husbandry —
the key sector in the Tibetan econ-
omy. The herdsmen have received
their share of animal herds, with
a free hand in buying and selling
To get high economic returns, they
cagerly use advanced breeding
techniques and improved breeds.
The result is that within a year
the animals’ survival rate has risen
from 70 per cent to more than 80
per cent.

The emphasis of rural work is

being shifted to animal husbandry
as part of the effort to achieve a
balanced development of livestock
breeding, reforestation and farm-
ing. Large tracts of pastureland
formerly destroyed to grow grain
have again been sown with grass
for foraging.

The essential policies in the gov-
crnment’s “new package,” which
have been in force for some time,

~were the results of thorough dis-

cussions in early 1980 between
Party General Secretary Hu Yao-

Three years of bad
weather and the remnants
of “Leftism” had stunted
the Tibetans’ efforts to
achieve bigger progress.
But a good beginning made
this year has revved up

a feeling of optimism about
the future.

bang and other national and local
leaders. On the basis of summing
up the experiences over the last
few years and further repudiating
“Leftism,” the package has sub-
stantiated those policies, with a
few points added. The keynote:
Develop the economy and let the
Tibetans become well off quickly.

The stress on a diversified econ-
omy and commodity production
has pumped new life into all un-
dertakings. In the rural areas,
there are 3,500 houscholds special-
izing in aquaculture, industry, side-
line production and transporta-
tion. Traditional handicrafts have

New Policies Bring Changes

come into their own, with more
and more products in distinctive
Tibctan styles, such as carpets and
gold and silver ware, finding their
way into domestic and overscas
markets. In Lhasa, Xigaze and
other cities, 22,000 self-employed
industrial and commercial workers
had emerged by the end of last
August. The numerous fairs are
teeming with activity, as an abun-
dant supply of commodities lure
large flocks of buyers.

Much of the people’s economic
burden has been removed. In order
that the Tibetans can “rest and
recuperate,” the state has stopped
setting purchase quotas for grain,
butter and meat. No taxes will be
levied until 1990. Subsidies for
commune and production brigade
leaders are paid by the regional
financial department instead of by
the peasants and herdsmen them-
selves, and social relief funds have
increased in rural areas to cover
all orphans and old people with-
out families, who used to be sup-
ported by local communities. All
these measures have combined with
an upswing in production to bring
the Tibetans increasingly greater
cash incomes. In the first six
months of 1984, total savings de-
posits in both rural and urban
areas registered a 20 per cent rise
over the same period of last year.

Conspicuous in the “new pack-
age” is a new element — the
open policy. For Tibet, this policy
has a double meaning: the expan-
sion of border trade with China’s
neighbours and co-operation with
the rest of the country. At present,
unsparing help is flowing in stead-
ily from China’s more developed
regions, bringing the much needed
labour, funds and expertise. Si-

Beijing Review, No. 42
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chuan alone sent 10,000 construc-
tion workers. Large numbers of
technicians and skilled workers
have also arrived from eight other
provinces and municipalities to
join in the construction of Tibet's
43 new projects.

These projects include, among
power plants, hospitals and
schools, a number of tourist ho-
tels. Tibet’s charming landscape
and unique culture and folkways
are percnnial tourist attractions.
Even in the absence of publicity,
Tibet received 6,300 overseas trav-
cllers from 1980 to 1983. The
recent appearance of taxis in the
ancient city of Lhasa is a sure sign
of a forthcoming beem in tourism.
This will become a steady source
of foreign exchange income for
the region.

In appraising the economic si-
tuation in Tibet, however, it
must be pointed out that three
consecutive years of bad weather,
plus the remnants of the *“Leftist”
ways of doing things that had held
sway for many years, had stunted
the Tibetans' efforts to achieve
bigger progress. But this year's
good beginning has revved up a
feeling of optimism about the fu-
ture. All indications are that with
the new policies taking root sol-
idly, Tibet’s target of doubling
the per-capita annual income with-
in three to five years is attainable.

October 15, 1984

LETTERS

Hard-Hitting Hainan Article

Your article on Hainan in issue
No. 30 is excellent, factual, suc-
cinet, scientific, hard-hitting and
low key. The only thing that
strikes me as wrong with the ar-
ticle is the title — presumedly sup-
plied not by the writer but by a
sub-cditor. Serious reading of the
article suggests that it should not
be “Hainan —a Treasure Island”
but “Hainan — a Treasure Island
Laid Waste.”

I must confess that | long ago
allowed our subscription to Beijing
Review to lapse, thinking that it
would still be the same old wordy,
rose-tinted jargon. The Hainan
article is far from that. Let's have
more like it.

Now I want to renew our sub-
scription.

David Crook
Beijing Foreign Languages
Institute

Praise for Exam System

When 1 first  subscribed 10
Beijing Review last April, 1 only
thought it would help me under-
stand China’s economic situation.
However, after reading it, 1 have
not only learnt about your coun-
try's economic situation, but also
discovered your country’'s many
other merits, which deserve to be
studied.

For instance, the article “En-
thusiasm for Study Among China’s
Youth™ in issue No. 32 greatly in-
spired me. It describes how
young Chinesc pcople earn their
diplomas by studying on their own.
| used to think there should be
college equivalency examinations
in Japan, but | didn't know the
real situation in our country. It

was not until 1 started working
outsidc a school that 1 realized
that talented as they are, workers
can never be promoted to mana-
gers, while college graduates can be
smoothly promoted after two years
in a workshop, c¢ven if they are
ignorant of the workings of the
factory. As a result, inexperienced
people climb up the ladder to
leading positions, while skilled and
capable workers can be nothing
but competent workers all their
lives. In addition, in most enter-
prises workers do not receive the
same treatment as college grad-
uates. We definitely nced to look
into this problem.

I hope the Chinesc system of
college equivalency examinations
can be introduced in Japan. Only
in this way can the problem | men-
tioned above be eliminated. and
the workers’ enthusiasm fired (o
study more diligently.

Mikio Sudo
Chiba, Japan

Insights on Development

The new coloured cover is
superb. It enhances our interest
and motivation to read cvery
article.

The stories are very interesting
and educational. They give me
greater insights into the develop-
ment efforts of your country, es-
pecially your focus on the greater
participation of your people, and
particularly the retirces.

I am particularly intercsted in
your development efforts for chil-
dren and minorities and the decen-
tralization of development efforts
in the rural areas.

Donald D. Decaesstecker,
Manila. the Philippines
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