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The artists perform the Yi nationality song and dance "the 
Cheerful Song from the Nanshan Mountain." 

Farmers Contract­
ed to Perform in Re­
mote Regions 

Aimed at serving remote 
mountain areas, a new type of 
folk art t roupe from Weishan 
County, Yunnan Province, has 
been contracted to perform trad­
it ional minor i ty pieces. Com­
posed and rehearsed by the ar­
tists themselves, their compos­
itions are well received by mi­
nority people. Some 18 farmers 
are employed by the troupe and 
paid by the state. After their 
contract ends, they will r e tu rn 
to rural areas to do farm work. 
Not long ago, twelve art ists from 
the troupe were invited to per­
form in Japan. 

Yi nationality actresses perform one of their native folk songs with the Lusheng—a reed-pipe wind instrument. 
Photos by Zhou Zhongyan 
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Testing Times for China's Reforms 
b y J i n Q i 

O n M a r c h 20, the Second 
Session of the Seven th 
N a t i o n a l People ' s Con­

gress opens in Bei j ing. I ts task 
will be to rev iew g o v e r n m e n t 
work t h r o u g h 1988, in pa r t i cu ­
lar the pol icy of cu r t a i l i ng eco­
nomic g r o w t h i n t r o d u c e d in 
October . It will also examine 
and ra t i fy t he pol ic ies a n d 
measu res adop ted by the Sta te 
Counc i l to i m p r o v e the econo­
mic e n v i r o n m e n t , rect i fy the 
economic o rde r and deepen re­
fo rm t h r o u g h this year and 
1990. 

As C h i n a en te r s its second 
decade of re fo rm, this session 
takes p lace at a t ime when 
C h i n a has d o u b l e d its gross na­
t ional p r o d u c t two years a h e a d 
of schedu le bu t is a lso hav ing 
to e n d u r e consp i cuous infla­
t ion. The publ ic are pleased 
with the g rowth bu t worr ied 
abou t sp i ra l l ing pr ices . Some 
people fear tha t inf la t ion will 
force a r e t r ea t in r e fo rm. But a 
far g rea te r n u m b e r bel ieve it 
wi l l t r i u m p h o v e r i n f l a t i on 
and c o n t i n u e to advance as 
long as s t r e n u o u s efforts are 
m a d e in m a n y f ie lds . The first 
p r io r i ty , t he re fo re , is the adop­
t ion of cor rec t pol icies and 
measu res . It is hoped that the 
N P C d u r i n g this session will 
d isplay its p roper role as a 
dec i s ion-maker , legis la tor and 
superv isor to give people the 
courage and conf idence to ov­
ercome di f f icul t ies . 

It is g ra t i fy ing tha t the view 
tha t in f la t ion is he lpful which 
once inf luenced Ch ina ' s econ-
o n m i c pol icy has now been sil­
enced . Las t S e p t e m b e r , the 
Th i rd P l e n a r y Session of the 
1 3 t h T a r t y Cen t r a l C o m m i t t e e 
issued the call to make im­

prov ing the economic environ­
m e n t , cu rb ing inf la t ion and 
ove rhau l i ng the chaot ic econo­
mic o rde r the na t ion ' s centra l 
tasks. A l r eady ini t ia l progress 
has been real ized in all these 
f ie lds: } 

• In J a n u a r y and Feb rua ry , 
to ta l i ndus t r i a l ou tpu t value 
rose 8 percent , compared with 
t he same per iod last year . 
C l e a r l y C h i n a ' s o v e r h e a t e d 
economy has begun to cool 
d o w n and move t owards a 
more appropr i a t e growth ra te . | 
The p roduc t ion of raw mater i - { 
als in short supply, means of | 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n and 
energy, however, still lags be- I 
hind . 

• Inves tmen t in fixed assets | 
and g roup purchas ing power 
should be cut by 20 percent 
this year . A good star t has 
been made in this field, al­
t hough the full target remains 
qu i t e a long way off. 

• Wi th a t ighter money sup­
ply, the avai lab i l i ty of credit 
has been b rough t unde r con­
t ro l . W i t h rises in in te res t 
ra tes and the in t roduc t ion of 
g u a r a n t e e d r e t u r n s , deposi ts 
of personal savings in u rban 
and r u r a l banks have 
picked up . 

• T h r o u g h na t ionwide in­
spec t ions of f inances , taxes 
and prices, breaches of discip­
l ine involv ing 7.6 bil l ion yuan 
have been detected and 5.6 bil­
l ion yuan has a l ready been 
h a n d e d over to the s tate trea­
sury . More t han 60,000 serious 
e c o n o m i c c r imes have been 
dea l t with, and the count ry ' s 
m a n a g e m e n t and legal systems 
h a v e been s t r e n g t h e n e d . A 
n u m b e r of unqual i f ied com­
panies have been revoked or 

merged, and the problem of 
Pa r ty and g o v e r n m e n t offi­
cials engaging in t rade has bas­
ically been solved. 

• Price rises have begun to 
slow, easing the nerves of con­
sumers ' and enabling the mar ­
ket to remain basically stable. 

All these, however, are jus t 
the first few steps. China has 
many miles to tread to reach 
its dest inat ion of improv ing 
and overhaul ing the economy. 
Why? Because China 's infla­
tion is not a superficial pheno­
menon arising from the ov-
ersupply of money. It is a com­
prehensive reflection of imbal ­
ance and chaos in the econo­
mic order . The chief p rob lem 
is overal l demand ou ts t r ipp ing 
supply, accompanied by an ir­
r a t iona l economic s t r u c t u r e , 
weak indus t r ia l policies, and 
p rob l ems in pr ic ing, s a l a ry 
and d is t r ibu t ion . To cur ta i l in­
flat ion, it is necessary to im­
plement measures across many 
areas . 

Since 1978, the government 
has adopted policies promot­
ing economic flexibili ty, such 
as de lega t ing power down­
wards , r ights to re ta in profi ts , 
the opening of domest ic and 
overseas marke t s , and encour­
aging the development of mul ­
tiple economic forms. Reforms 
have general ly been tested in 
ru r a l areas and then t rans ­
ferred to cities. Ranging from 
commodi ty product ion to la­
bour services, they have grad­
ually enl ivened the economy, 
removing its r igid, s tagnant 
and oppressive features . These 
are all genuine achievements , 
but following them has come 
the problem of a lack of order , 
resul t ing in chaos. 
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B y p o n d e r i n g O v e r t h e p a t h 
w e h a v e t r a v e l l e d , e v e r m o r e 
p e o p l e h a v e r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e 
m a i n r e a s o n f o r t h i s c h a o s a s 
C h i n a r e p l a c e s i t s o l d s y s t e m 
w i t h a n e w o n e i s t h e s t a t e ' s 
l a c k o f e f f i c i e n t m e a n s o f 
m a c r o - c o n t r o l . M o r e o v e r , v a r ­
i o u s l o c a l i t i e s a n d e n t e r p r i s ­
es p a y t o o m u c h a t t e n t i o n t o 
f u r t h e r i n g t h e i r o w n i n t e r e s t s 
a n d f a i l t o r e s t r a i n t h e m s e l v e s 
w h e r e n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e n a ­
t i o n a l g o o d . C h i n a ' s r e f o r m s , 
h o w e v e r , a i m a t e s t a b l i s h i n g 
a n e w e c o n o m i c , s y s t e m : o n e 
b a s e d o n p u b l i c o w n e r s h i p 
b u t w h i c h i s s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 
m a r k e t - o r i e n t e d . T h e g o a l s a r e 
a n i n d e p e n d e n t l y m a n a g e d , 
s e l f - d e v e l o p i n g a n d s e l f -
r e s t r a i n i n g f o r m o f e n t e r p r i s e , 
a n o p e n , d e v e l o p e d m a r k e t 
m e c h a n i s m o f e q u a l t r a n s a c ­
t i o n s , a n d a p l a n n e d , p o l i c y -
g u i d e d m a c r o - e c o n o m i c r e g u ­
l a t i o n a n d c o n t r o l s y s t e m . 
T h e s e t h r e e i n t e r - r e l a t e d o b ­
j e c t s h a v e b e e n t h e t a r g e t o f 
r e f o r m f r o m b e g i n n i n g t o e n d . 

T h e p r e s e n t e f f o r t s t o o v e r ­
h a u l t h e e c o n o m y a r e a i m e d a t 
g r a d u a l l y e l i m i n a t i n g a l l o b ­
s t a c l e s t h a t s t a n d i n t h e w a y o f 
a c h i e v i n g t h e s e t a r g e t s . T h e y 
a r e a l s o d r a s t i c b u t n e c e s s a r y 
m e a s u r e s t o c u r b i n f l a t i o n . B e ­
c a u s e o f t h i s , s u c c e s s o r f a i l ­
u r e i n t h i s r e c t i f i c a t i o n p r o ­
g r a m m e i s a t e s t o f w h e t h e r 
r e f o r m w i l l c o n t i n u e o r n o t . 

T o s t r e n g t h e n m a c r o -
r e g u l a t i o n a n d c o n t r o l r a p i d l y , 
C h i n a ' s c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t i e s a r e 
c o n c e n t r a t i n g t h e i r p o w e r i n 
s u c h f i e l d s a s f i n a n c e , b a n k ­
i n g , t a x a t i o n , c a p i t a l c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n a n d p r i c i n g . 

T h i s r e q u i r e s a d o p t i n g m o r e 
m e a s u r e s o f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e i n ­
t e r f e r e n c e . B u t t h i s w i l l n o t 
l e a d t o t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e 
o l d s y s t e m . A s i s c o m m o n l y 
k n o w n , r e t r o g r e s s i o n i s n o w a y 
o u t . A l t h o u g h t h e r o a d o f r e ­
f o r m i s t o r t u o u s , i t s d i r e c t i o n 
a n d p r o g r e s s a r e i r r e v e r s i b l e : 
i t c a n n o t b e s t o p p e d . • 

Lhasa Goes Under Martial Law 
a r t i a l l a w h a s b e e n d e ­
c l a r e d i n t h e T i b e t a n 
c a p i t a l o f L h a s a s i n c e 

m i d n i g h t o f M a r c h 7 i n o r d e i 
t o r e s t o r e a n d m a i n t a i n o r d e r 
t o t h e r i o t - t o r n c i t y . 

L h a s a w a s c a l m w i t h m o s t 
l o c a l r e s i d e n t s a s l e e p w h e n 
m a r t i a l l a w w e n t i n t o e f f e c t , 
a c c o r d i n g t o a X i n h u a r e p o r t . 

M a j o r G e n e r a l Z h a n g S h a o -
s o n g , ~ p o l i t i c a l c o m m i s s a r o f 
t h e T i b e t M i l i t a r y R e g i o n , 
w h o w a s i n c h a r g e o f c a r r y i n g 
o u t m a r t i a l l a w , t o l d r e p o r t e r s 
t h a t a l l t r o o p s a s s i g n e d t o m a r ­
t i a l l a w d u t i e s h a d t a k e n u p 
t h e i r p o s i t i o n s as s c h e d u l e d . 

T h e S t a t e C o u n c i l o r d e r , ; 
s i g n e d b y P r e m i e r L i P e n g , i 
s a y s t h e d e c i s i o n w a s m a d e be ­
c a u s e s o m e s e p a r a t i s t s h a v e 
b e e n c a u s i n g d i s t u r b a n c e s i n 
t h e c i t y r e p e a t e d l y o v e r t h e 
p a s t f e w d a y s , s e v e r e l y d i s - I 
r u p t i n g s o c i a l s t a b i l i t y t h e r e . ; 

T h e d e c i s i o n i s a i m e d a t p r o - ' 
t e c t i n g p e o p l e a n d t h e i r p r o - j 
p e r t y a n d m a i n t a i n i n g s o c i a l 
o r d e r . 

A f e w h o u r s a f t e r t h e B e i ­
j i n g d e c l a r a t i o n o f m a r t i a l 
l a w , t h e T i b e t r e g i o n a l g o v e r n -

Military police on duty in a Lhasa street 

m e n t i s s u e d a s e r i e s o f o r d e r s 
t o e n f o r c e t h e s p e c i a l m e a s u r e s 
i n L h a s a . 

T h e s p e c i a l m e a s u r e s b a n 
m e e t i n g s , d e m o n s t r a t i o n s a n d 
s t r i k e s w h i l e m a r t i a l l a w i s i n 
e f f e c t . 

D u r i n g t h i s t i m e a n y o n e e n ­
t e r i n g t h e u r b a n a r e a s m u s t 
h a v e a u t h o r i z a t i o n t o p a s s 
t h r o u g h s e c u r i t y c h e c k s . 

F o r e i g n e r s n o w s t a y i n g i n 
L h a s a m u s t l e a v e w h e n i n ­
s t r u c t e d t o d o s o , w h i l e o t h e r 
f o r e i g n e r s w i l l r e q u i r e s p e c i a l 
p e r m i s s i o n b e f o r e c o m i n g t o 
t h e c i t y . 

T h e m i l i t a r y a n d s e c u r i t y 
f o r c e s h a v e b e e n g i v e n t h e 
p o w e r o f d e t e f i t i o n a n d t h e 
r i g h t t o " t a k e n e c e s s a r y m e a ­
s u r e s " t o p u t d o w n d i s t u r b ­
a n c e s , s a i d a X i n h u a n e w s r e ­
p o r t . 

W i t h o r d e r r e s t o r e d , m o s t 
s h o p s a n d o f f i c e s w e r e o p e n 
f o r b u s i n e s s o n e d a y a f t e r 
t h e s p e c i a l m e a s u r e s w e r e d e ­
c l a r e d , s a i d X i n h u a . 

T h e a t m o s p h e r e w a s i n 
m a r k e d c o n t r a s t t o t h e p r e ­
v i o u s t h r e e d a y s w h e n 
h u n d r e d s o f r i o t e r s c o n t i n u e d 
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t o s t o r m t h r o u g h L h a s a ' s 
streets a n d l a n e s i n a s p a t e o f 
l o o t i n g a n d b e a t i n g . 

W o r s h i p e r s . s w a r m e d p a s t 
t h e d e b r i s o n B a r g o r S t r e e t -
- t h e c e n t r e o f t h e v i o l e i i c e - o n 
t h e i r w a y t o p r a y w i t h m o n k s 
a n d n u n s i n t h e i r t e m p l e s . 

P r i c e s i n t h e m a r k e t p l a c e 
w e r e s l i g h t l y h i g h e r w i t h i n ­
c r e a s e d d e m a n d a f t e r b e i n g 
c l o s e d f o r t h r e e d a y s b y t h e 
r i o t s . 

" I f t h e r i o t s c o n t i n u e d , w e 
w o u l d h a v e s u f f e r e d l o s s e s a n d 
w o u l d h a v e h a d n o m o n e y t o 
s t a y o n o r t o r e t u r n h o m e , " 
s a i d a r u r a l T i b e t a n y o u t h 
f r o m X i g a z e i n t h e m a r k e t . • 

Peace returns to the streets of Lhasa after the declaration of martial law. 
S o L a i i v ; 

Xinhua On 'Human Rights Issue' 

X i n h u a , C h i n a ' s o f f i c i a l 
n e w s a g e n c y h a s c o u n ­
t e r a t t a c k e d . F e n d i n g o f f 

f o r e i g n p r e s s c r i t i c i s m o f C h i ­
n a ' s u s e o f m a r t i a l l a w i n 
L h a s a s i n c e m i d n i g h t o f 
M a r c h 7 , i t h a s c h a r g e d t h a t 
t h o s e b e h i n d t h e r i o t s w e r e 
o n c e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a T i b e t 
t h o r o u g h l y l a c k i n g i n h u m a n 
r i g h t s a n d j u s t i c e . 

C h i n e s e a u t h o r i t i e s w e r e 
f o r c e d t o d e c l a r e m a r t i a l l a w , 
s a i d X i n h u a , i n o r d e r t o p u t 
d o w n t h e r i o t s w h i l e p r o t e c t ­
i n g b o t h t h e r i g h t s o f T i b e t a n s 
a n d C h i n a ' s n a t i o n a l u n i t y . 

S o m e p e o p l e o u t s i d e o f 
C h i n a h a v e t w i s t e d t h e t r u t h 
a n d b l a m e d t h e T i b e t r e g i o n a l 
g o v e r n m e n t f o r i n f r i n g i n g o n 
h u m a n r i g h t s i n t a k i n g s p e ­
c i a l m e a s u r e s , s a i d t h e o f f i ­
c i a l c o m m e n t a r y . 

" I n t h e p a s t f e w d a y s , 
m a s k e d r i o t e r s h a d d o n e w h a ­
t e v e r t h e y l i k e d i n L h a s a , l o o t ­
i n g a n d s e t t i n g f i r e t o s h o p s , 
s m a s h i n g a n d b u r n i n g c a r s a n d 
b i c y c l e s , a n d b e a t i n g u p i n n o ­
c e n t p e o p l e l i k e s h o p a s s i s t a n t s 
a n d p a s s e r s - b y , " s a i d X i n h u a . 

" I f s u c h a c t i v i t i e s a r e r e ­
g a r d e d a^ p a r t o f h u m a n r i g h t s 
a n d s h o u l d b e p r o t e c t e d , t h e n 
w h a t i s t h e p l a c e f o r l a w a n d 
s o c i a l o r d e r ? " q u e r i e d t h e o f f i ­
c i a l r e b u t t a l . 

" W e b e l i e v e t h a t a r e v i e w o f 
h i s t o r y m a y h e l p p e o p l e h a v e a 
c l e a r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e s i ­
t u a t i o n i n T i b e t . B e f o r e t h e 
d e m o c r a t i c r e f o r m b e g a n i n 
1 9 5 9 , T i b e t w a s u n d e r a s e r f 
s y s t e m w h i c h w a s t h e d a r k e s t 
a n d c r u d e s t i n m o d e r n w o r l d 
h i s t o r y . 

" U n d e r t h e r u l e o f s e r f d o m , 
T i b e t a n a r i s t o c r a t s , t h e l a m a s ­
e r i e s a n d t h e t h e n l o c a l T i b e ­
t a n g o v e r n m e n t h a d t h e r i g h t s 
t o k i l l s e r f s a t w i l l , a n d t h e 
o r d i n a r y T i b e t a n p e o p l e h a d 
n o p e r s o n a l f r e e d o m a t a l l , " 
X i n h u a s a i d . 

E x i l e d s e p a r a t i s t l e a d e r s 
h a v e r e c e n t l y s e n t i n a g e n t s 
u n d e r t h e g u i s e o f t o u r i s t s t o 
i n c i t e r i o t s a n d s m u g g l e w e a ­
p o n s i n t o t h e r e g i o n , s a i d r e l i ­
a b l e s o u r c e s w i t h i n t h e p u b l i c 
s e c u r i t y . T h i s s m u g g l i n g p u t 
g u n s i n t o t h e h a n d s o f t h e r i o t ­
e r s w h o f i r e d a s t h e y p l e a s e d 

d u r i n g t h e p a s t w e e k s , t h e y 
s a i d . 

" C o n c l u s i v e e v i d e n c e i s n o w 
a v a i l a b l e t o s h o w t h a i t h e r i o t 
o n F e b r u a r y 1 0 a n d f o l l o w i n g 
r i o t s b e g i n n i n g o n M a r c h 5 i n 
L h a s a w e r e i n s t i g a t e d b y t h e 
T i b e t a n s e p a r a t i s t s o u t s i d e 
C h i n a , " s a i d X i n h u a . 

H o n g K o n g ' s South China 
Morning Post, i n a f r o n t p a g e 
s t o r y l a s t M a r c h 1 0 r e p o r t e d 
t h a t t h e L h a s a r i o t s w e r e - a r ­
r a n g e d a h e a d o f t i m e b y s e p a r ­
a t i s t c i r c l e s . 

X i n h u a n o t e d t h a t L h a s a ' s 
r i o t s a n d h u m a n r i g h t s i s s u e s 
w e r e b e i n g e x p l o i t e d b y p e o p l e 
w h o r e a l l y w a n t e d t o s e p a r a t e 
T i b e t f r o m C h i n a ' s t e r r i t o r y . 

" I t i s k n o w n a l l o v e r t h e 
w o r l d t h a t i n t h e l a s t f e w d e ­
c a d e s s o m e f o r e i g n f o r c e s a n d 
t h e T i b e t a n s e p a r a t i s t s h a v e 
n e v e r a b a n d o n e d t h e i r a t ­
t e m p t s t o s e v e r T i b e t f r o m 
C h i n a . 

" T h e r e f o r e , t h e C h i n e s e g o v ­
e r n m e n t i s n o w w a g i n g a s t r u g ­
g l e a g a i n s t t h e T i b e t a n s e p a r ­
a t i s t s t o s a f e g u a r d C h i n a ' s n a ­
t i o n a l u n i t y a n d s t a b i l i t y o f 
t h e c i t y , " t h e c o m m e n t a r y c o n ­
c l u d e d . . • 
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A New 
Headache: 
Human Deluge 

I
n m i d - F e b r u a r y , a p a s s e n ­
g e r t r a i n f r o m Z h e n g z h o u 
i n H e n a n P r o v i n c e t o 

U r u m c h i i n X i n j i a n g , c o u l d 
n o t s t a r t o n t i m e s i m p l y b e ­
c a u s e t h e w h e e l s p r i n g s o f o n e 
c a r w e r e o v e r l o a d e d , w e i g h t e d 
d o w n w i t h p e o p l e . 

E a r l i e r i n M a r c h , a t r a i n 
t r a v e l l i n g f r o m C h o n g q i n g - t o 
B e i j i n g c a r r i e d 3 4 2 p a s s e n g e r s 
i n e a c h c a r e x c e e d i n g t h e m a x ­
i m u m l o a d l i m i t b y 2 0 0 p e r ­
c e n t ! 

E v e r y d a y , t h e s e p a n t i n g 
a n d g r o a n i n g t r a i n s c a r r y 
h u n d r e d s o f t h o u s a n d s o f t r a n ­
s i e n t s f r o m o n e p l a c e t o a n o t h ­
e r . M o s t o f t h e t r a v e l l e r s a r e 
r u s h i n g t o t h e p r o s p e r o u s o p e n 
c o a s t a l c i t i e s i n s e a r c h o f 
t h e i r f o r t u n e s a n d t h e i r r o s y 
d r e a m s . 

I n m a n y C h i n e s e c i t i e s , o n e 
c a n r e a d i l y f i n d t h e s a m e 
s c e n e s : t h e s e e t h i n g a n d j o s ­
t l i n g s e a s o f p e o p l e i n t h e w a i t ­
i n g r o o m s o f t h e r a i l w a y s t a ­
t i o n s , w h o e v e n t u a l l y s q u e e z e 
t h e i r w a y o n t o a l r e a d y c r o w d ­
e d t r a i n s w i t h t h e i r l u g g a g e 
a n d b e d d i n g . 

T h e n t h e r e a r e t h e v a g r a n t s 
w h o , j o b l e s s a n d h o m e l e s s , 
s e e m a l w a y s t o b e d r a w n t o 
t h e s e s t a t i o n s t o c o m p o u n d t h e 
p r o b l e m . 

A c c o r d i n g t o p r o v i n c i a l s t a ­
t i s t i c s , r e l e a s e d a f t e r t h e 
S p r i n g F e s t i v a l ( a n u m b e r o f 
d a y s i n a C h i n e s e s t y l e N e w 
Y e a r c e l e b r a t i o n ) w h i c h f e l l 
o n F e b r u a r y 6 t h i s y e a r , a t o ­
t a l o f 2 . 5 m i l l i o n p o e p l e h a s 
s w a r m e d i n t o G u a n g d o n g 
P r o v i n c e f r o m H u n a n , H u b e i , 
S i c h u a n a n d H e n a n p r o v i n c e s 
a n d t h e G u a n g x i Z h u a n g A u ­
t o n o m o u s R e g i o n . 

T h e l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t o f 

G u a n g d o n g P r o v i n c e w a s | 
f o r c e d t o s e e k h e l p b o t h f r o m I 
t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l a n d t h e 
n e i g h b o u r i n g p r o v i n c e s t o t a k e 
m e a s u r e s t o s t e m t h i s " d i s a s ­
t e r " o f h u m a n f l o o d s b y t a k ­
i n g t h e i r p e o p l e b a c k t o t h e i r 
h o m e . 

M e a n w h i l e , N a n j i n g i n 
J i a n g s u P r o v i n c e a n d t h e H a i -

j k o u C i t y i n H a i n a n p r o v i n c e 
w e r e a l s o i n u n d a t e d b y t r a n ­
s i e n t s f r o m o t h e r p r o v i n c e s . A 
r e p o r t s a i d t h a t a b o u t 4 0 , 0 0 0 
t o 5 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e a r e s t i l l 
s t r a n d e d i n H a i k o u C i t y . 

A c c o r d i n g t o a s u r v e y m a d e 
b y t h e M i n i s t r y o f P u b l i c S e ­
c u r i t y f r o m t h e 2 3 l a r g e c i t i e s 
n a t i o n w i d e w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n 
e a c h o f m o r e t h a n o n e m i l l i o n , 
t h e t o t a l d a i l y a v e r a g e f i g u r e 
o f t h e f l o w i n g p o p u l a t i o n n o w 
i n C h i n a h a s r e a c h e d 1 0 m i l ­
l i o n . T h e s u r v e y a l s o s a i d t h a t 
a b o u t 5 0 m i l l i o n C h i n e s e a r e 

I o n t h e m o v e a n d t h a t t h e f i -
j g u r e i s s t i l l c l i m b i n g . T h e d a i ­

l y a v e r a g e n u m b e r o f s u c h 
p e o p l e i n S h a n g h a i h a s 
r e a c h e d 1 .83 m i l l i o n a n d B e i ­
j i n g ' s f i g u r e i s 1 .15 m i l l i o n . 

A r e t h e s e p e o p l e c r a z y ? 
W h a t a r e t h e y d o i n g ? F o u r 
f a r m e r s f r o m F u y a n g i n A n -
h u i P r o v i n c e t o l d a n e w s p a p e r 
r e p o r t e r t h a t a f t e r t h e S p r i n g 
F e s t i v a l , f a r m e r s a r e s u p p o s e d 
t o g o i n t o t h e u r b a n a r e a s t o 
m a k e m o n e y . 

O t h e r s s a i d t h e y w o u l d d o 
w h a t e v e r j o b s t h e u r b a n p e o ­
p l e w o n ' t d o . O v e r t h e p a s t 
y e a r s , t h e y h a v e h e l p e d t h e 
c i t y p e o p l e b y o f f e r i n g t h e m 
s e r v i c e s . S h o e - r e p a i r s t a n d s , 
k n i t t i n g w o r k s , b a b y - s i t t i n g 
a n d s t r e e t c l e a n i n g a r e b u t a 
f e w o f t h e v i t a l a r e a s t h e y l a ­
b o u r i n . 

H o w e v e r , t h e n u m b e r o f j o b -
s e e k e r s f a r o u t s t r i p p e d t h e 
n u m b e r o f j o b s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e 
c i t i e s . M o s t o f t h e m w e n t t o 
t h e u r b a n a r e a s w i t h o u t a n y 
d e f i n i t e p u r p o s e a n d a l w a y s 
ar,e a t a g u i t e r i s k . T h i s p h e n o - ' 

m e n o n h a s b e e n d e s c r i b e d as 
" t h e b l i n d f l o w i n g r i v e r o f 
p e o p l e . " 

E x p e r t s p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e 
i n c r e a s i n g i n f l u x o f t h e r u r a l 
s u r p l u s l a b o u r e r s i n t o t h e c i ­
t i e s i s a n i n e v i t a b l e r e s u l t o f 
C h i n a ' s c u r r e n t e c o n o m i c r e ­
f o r m s a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
t h e m a r k e t e c o n o m y . A n d a 
s e r i e s o f s o c i a l p r o b l e m s h a v e 
c r o p p e d u p a t t h e s a m e t i m e . 

S t a t i s t i c s s h o w t h a t i n 1 9 8 4 , 
C h i n a ' s c o u n t r y s i d e h a d 3 3 0 
m i l l i o n f a r m l a b o u r e r s . S i n c e 
t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e h o u s e ­
h o l d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y s y s t e m a n d 
l e a s i n g o u t o f l a n d t o i n d i v i ­
d u a l s , 1 8 0 m i l l i o n h a v e b e ­
c o m e r e d u n d a n t . R e s e a r c h e r s 
a t t h e C h i n a R u r a l D e v e l o p ­
m e n t R e s e a r c h C e n t r e p r e d i c t 
t h a t C h i n a w i l l h a v e 2 4 0 t o 2 6 0 
m i l l i o n s u r p l u s l a b o u r e r s b y 
t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 , m o s t o f t h e m i n 
t h e r u r a l a r e a s . 

A r e p o r t , b a s e d o n i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n i n e i g h t p r o v i n c e s a n d 1 0 
c o u n t i e s , w a r n s t h a t C h i n a ' s 
s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p ­
m e n t w i l l b e s e r i o u s l y d i s r u p t ­
e d i f t h e c o u n t r y f a i l s t o p r o v ­
i d e e n o u g h j o b s f o r i t s 2 0 0 m i l ­
l i o n s u r p l u s r u r a l l a b o u r e r s . 

H u m a n d e l u g e b r o u g h t 
a b o u t c h a o s a n d d i s o r d e r i n s o ­
c i e t y . L a s t y e a r , a b o u t 5 0 , 0 0 0 
c r i m i n a l s f l e e i n g h i t h e r a n d 
t h i t h e r w e r e c a u g h t , t h a t a c ­
c o u n t f o r o n e p e r t h o u s a n d o f 
t h e n a t i o n ' s t o t a l f l o w i n g p o ­
p u l a t i o n . T h e p o l i c e s t a t i o n a t 
t h e B e i j i n g R a i l w a y S t a t i o n 
s a i d t h a t a b o u t 7 0 p e r c e n t o f 
t h e c r i m i n a l s a n d l a w - b r e a k e r s 
d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e s t a t i o n a r e a 
w e r e o u t s i d e r s o f B e i j i n g . 

A r e c e n t e m e r g e n c y c i r c u l a r 
i s s u e d b y t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l 
u r g e d a l l t h e l o c a l g o v e r n ­
m e n t s o f v a r i o u s p r o v i n c e s , 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s a n d a u t o n o m ­
o u s r e g i o n s as w e l l as c e n ­
t r a l g o v e r n m e n t d e p a r t m e n t s 
t o s t r i c t l y c o n t r o l t h e f l o w o f 
s u c h p e o p l e a n d t o p e r s u a d e 
t h e m t o g o b a c k h o m e s o o n . • 
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H o m e B u y i n g : 
Pie in the Sky 

E v e r s i n c e t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
a d o p t e d a p o l i c y l o e n ­
c o u r a g e p r i v a t e h o m e 

o w n e r s h i p e a r i y l a s t y e a r , 
h o u s i n g h a s b e e n a h o ; t o p i c o f 
c o n v e r s a t i o n f o r C h i n a ' s u r ­
b a n r e s i d e n t s . 

A B e i j i n g b a s e d u n i v e r s i t y 
l e c t u r e r s a i d t h a t h e c o u l d b u y 
a t w o - r o o m e d c o n d o m i n i t i m 
o n l y i f h e w e r e t o p a y 5 0 y u a n 
m o n t h l y , o u t o f h i s 9 7 y u a n 
p a y c h e q u e , f o r t h e n e x t 
h u n d r e d y e a r s . T h e a v e r a g e 
p r i c e f o r o n e s q u a r e m e t r e o f a 
n e w l y b u i l t a p a r t m e n t i n t h e 
c i t y g o e s f o r a s h i g h a s 
1 , 6 0 0 - 1 , 9 0 0 y u a n . 

I n S h a n g h a i , t h e l a r g e s t c i t y 
o f t h e c o u n t r y w i t h m o r e t h a n 
1 0 m i l l i o n r e s i d e n t s , p r i c e s 
h a v e s k y r o c k e t e d w i t h h o m e 
b u y e r s h a v i n g t o p a y a s m u c h 
a s 2 , 3 0 0 y u a n a s q u a r e m e t r e . 
O n t h e t h r e e t r a d e m a r k e t s 
h e l d l a s t y e a r i n t h e c i t y , a s a 
r e s u l t , o n l y 6 . 9 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
1 2 , 0 0 0 a p a r t m e n t s o n s a l e 
w e r e t r a n s a c t e d . D e s p i t e 
h u n d r e d s o f t h o u s a n d s o f 
S h a n g h a i f a m i l i e s a f f e c t e d b y 
h o u s i n g p r o b l e m s , t w o - t h i r d s 
o f t h e h o u s i n g s a l e s w e n t t o 
g o v e r n m e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

A Chinese Youth News a n ­
a l y s i s d e s c r i b e d h o u s i n g p u r ­
c h a s e , f o r m o s t w a g e e a r n i n g 
f a m i l i e s , a s a n u n a t t a i n a b l e 
s t a r h i g h u p i n t h e s k y . 

Z h a n g Y u a n r e i , d i r e c t o r o f 
t h e H o u s e P r o p e r t y D i v i s i o n 
o f t h e M i n i s t r y o f C o n s t r u c ­
t i o n , a t t r i b u t e d t h e h i g h p r i c e 
t o f o u r f a c t o r s : T h e l a n d p r i c e 
h a s d o u b l e d i n t h e p a s t f e w 
y e a r s a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y ; 
b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l p r i c e i n d e x 
h a s s h o t u p ; i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s , 
s u c h a s r o a d s , s c h o o l s , g r o s e r -
i e s , c l i n i c s a n d k i n d e r g a r t e n s , 
w h i c h u s e d t o b e a t t h e e x p e n s e 

o f t h e s t a t e , a r e n o w c o u n t e d 
I i n t o t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t ; a n d 
i t h e r e i s a v a r i e t y o f t a x e s . A s 

t h e s e c o s t s i n c r e a s e , t h e p r i c e s 
w i l l g o s t e a d i l y u p . 

I n S h a n g h a i , t h e r e a l c o n -
i s t r u c t i o n f e e m a k e s u p m e r e l y 

2 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e f i n a l p r i c e . 
T h e r e a r e t e n s e p a r a t e a d d i ­
t i o n a l c h a r g e s i n a n a p a r t -

i m e n t ' s p r i c e , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
i c o s t o f t h e h o u s e t o t h e n e i g h -
1 b o u r h o o d c o m m i t t e e , t h e p o l -
i i c e s u b s t a t i o n a n d t h e p o s t o f f -
I i c e , a c c o r d i n g t o Renmin Ri-
: bao ( P e o p l e ' s D a i l y ) . 

I n X i a n . S h a a n x i P r o v i n c e , 
5 0 a u t h o r i z a t i o n s a n d 1 1 1 

j p r o s s e s s i o n s o f d o c u m e n t s a r e 
I r e q u i r e d i n t h e w h o l e c o u r s e o f 

h o u s e b u y i n g , r a n g i n g f r o m a 
r e q u i s i t i o n o f l a n d t o t h e c o m ­
p l e t i o n o f a n a p a r t m e n t . M o s t 
o f t h e v e n d o r s o f " s e r v i c e s " 

I h a v e t o b e b r i b e d w i t h f r e e 
\, t h e p a p e r s a i d . 

H o m e b u y e r s a r e n o t a b l e t o 
m o v e i n u n l e s s a l l t h o s e w h o 

! m a n a g e e a c h f a c i l i t y — w a t e r , 
I g a s , p o w e r , e t c . — a r e p a i d o f f . 
I T h e g r e a t e s t b r i b e s c o n s i s t o f 
\e f l a t s , t h a t g o f r o m 
J t h e c o n t r a c t o r s t o t h o s e i n 

c h a r g e o f a p p r o v i n g t h e f a c i l i ­
t i e s . T h e p a p e r s a i d t h a t a l l 

j t h e s e e x p e n s e s a n d t a x e s h a v e 
e v e n t u a l l y b e e n a p p o r t i o n e d 
i n t o t h e h o u s i n g p r i c e . 

A s u r v e y s h o w s t h a t m o r e 
; t h a n 2 , 7 0 0 r e a l e s t a t e b u s i n e s s ­

e s h a v e s p r u n g u p s i n c e t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t a d o p t e d t h e h o u s ­
i n g r e f o r m . P r o f i t e e r i n g i n t h i s 
b u s i n e s s h a s l o a d e d a n o t h e r 
b u r d e n o n t o p u r c h a s e r s ' 
s h o u l d e r s . 

A b o u t 2 0 p e r c e n t o f C h i n a ' s 
u r b a n f a m i l i e s , o v e r 6 m i l l i o n 

i i n a l l , f a c e h o u s i n g p r o b l e m s . 
T h e y e i t h e r l i v e i n c r o w d e d , 

; i n c o n v e n i e n t c o n d i t i o n s , o r 
h a v e n o s h e l t e r s a t a l l . 

A t a r e c e n t s t a t e c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n c o n f e r e n c e , e x p e r t s s a i d 

i t h a t t h e s t a t e h a s t o c o m m e r -
! c i a l i z e t h e h o u s i n g s y s t e m i n 

o r d e r t o g e n e r a t e f u n d s t o h e l p 

j h o u s e t h e b o o m i n g p o p u l a t i o n . 
j B u t t h e p r i c e c r u n c h h a s k e p t 

m o s t u r b a n r e s i d e n t s f r o m 
b u y i n g h o m e s . T h i s h a s t a k e n 
t h e s t e a m o u t o f t h e m o v e t o ­
w a r d s p r i v a t e , h o m e o w n e r -

I s h i p . 
j T o o v e r c o m e t h i s m a r k e t 
I b a r r i e r , s o m e o f t h e e x p e r t s 

h a v e s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e s t a t e 
i n c l u d e h o m e p u r c h a s i n g a s a 
f a c t o r i n t o t h e w a g e s y s t e m . 

I A l t h o u g h s o m e b e l i e v e t h a t a 
l o w - i n t e r e s t h o m e b u y e r s ' l o a n 

j w o u l d b e a g o o d s t a r t , m o r e 
I p e o p l e b e l i e v e t h a t h o m e p u r -
I c h a s i n g p r i c e s s h o u l d b e s u i t e d 
I t o t h e a v e r a g e u r b a n f a m i l i e s ' 
I i n c o m e . • 

Ties Stronger 
With Taiwan 

T' h e r e w e r e e x p l o s i o n s i n 
X i a m e n a n d Q u e m o y , t w o 
i s l a n d s s e p a r a t e d b y t h e 

T a i w a n s t r a i t , o n t h e e v e n i n g 
o f F e b r u a r y 9 . B u t t h e s e w e r e 

I m a d e b y f i r e w o r k s c e l e b r a t i n g 
I t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e C h i n e s e N e w 
i Y e a r a n d n o t , a s i n t h e p a s t , b y 

s h e l l s . 
T h e j o i n t c e l e b r a t i o n s i g n i ­

f i e d t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f r e l a ­
t i o n s b e t w e e n T a i w a n a n d t h e 
C h i n e s e m a i n l a n d o v e r t h e 
p a s t y e a r . 

D i n g G u a n g e n , d i r e c t o r o f 
t h e T a i w a n A f f a i r s O f f i c e u n -

: d e r t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l , s a i d , " -
O u r t h r e e m a j o r t a s k s t h i s y e a r 
a r e s t i l l t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e e c o ­
n o m i c a n d t r a d e t i e s b e t w e e n 

i t h e m a i n l a n d a n d T a i w a n ; 
j c o n t i n u e t o d o o u r b e s t i n r e ­

c e i v i n g o u r T a i w a n c o m p a ­
t r i o t s w h o r e t u r n t o t h e m a i n ­
l a n d f o r v i s i t i n g r e l a t i v e s , h o l -

j i d a y s o r d o i n g b u s i n e s s ; a n d 
p r o m o t e c u l t u r a l , s c i e n t i f i c , 
a c a d e m i c a n d s p o r t s e x -

j c h a n g e s . " T h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
i o f e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e r e l a ­

t i o n s b e t w e e n T a i w a n a n d t h e 
m a m l a n d m u s t b e s t r e s s e d o n 
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a n e q u a l a n d m u t u a l l y b e n e f i ­
c i a l b a s i s , h e a d d e d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o S u n X i a o y u , a 
l e a d i n g o f f i c i a l f r o m t h e T a i ­
w a n A f f a i r s O f f i c e , n e a r l y 
4 5 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e f r o m T a i w a n 
v i s i t e d f a m i l y m e m b e r s a n d 
r e l a t i v e s , c a m e f o r h o l i d a y s o r 
a r r i v e d t o d o b u s i n e s s o n C h i ­
n a ' s m a i n l a n d l a s t y e a r . M e a n ­
w h i l e , 3 8 9 m a i n l a n d e r s w e n t 
t o T a i w a n t o a t t e n d f u n e r a l 
s e r v i c e s f o r d e c e a s e d r e l a t i v e s . 
S u n s a i d . 

E c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e l i e s 
w e r e v a l u e d a t U S S 1 . 6 b i l l i o n 
i n 1 9 8 7 a n d a t U S $ 2 . 4 b i l l i o n 
l a s t y e a r . I n 1 9 8 7 , t h e r e w e r e 
a b o u t 6 0 T a i w a n b u s i n e s s m e n 
w h o t o o k p a r t i n t h e C h i n e s e 
E x p o r t C o m m o d i t y A u t u m n 
F a i r , a n d t h e n u m b e r i n ­
c r e a s e d t o 1 , 9 2 0 a t l a s t y e a r ' s 
a u t u m n f a i r . 

B y t h e e n d o f l a s t D e c e m b e r , 
h u n d r e d s o f e n t r e p r e n e u r s 
f r o m T a i w a n h a d o p e n e d f a c ­
t o r i e s o n t h e m a i n l a n d . T a i ­
w a n e s e b u s i n e s s m e n t o o k o u t 
1 0 9 p a t e n t s a n d a p p l i e d f o r 
6 4 2 r e g i s t e r e d t r a d e m a r k s . 

M o s t e c o n o m i c c o n t a c t s a r e 
c o n d u c t e d t h r o u g h a " t h i r d 
p a r t y . " E c o n o m i s t s f r o m T a i ­
w a n h a v e s t r e s s e d t h a t i n d i r e c t 
t r a d e w i l l b r i n g l i t t l e b e n e f i t 
t o b o t h s i d e s a n d h a v e c a l l e d 
f o r d i r e c t t r a d e b e t w e e n t h e 
m a i n l a n d a n d T a i w a n . 

S u n s a i d t h a t p o s t o f f i c e s 
o n t h e m a i n l a n d r e c e i v e d 1 . 4 8 
m i l l i o n l e t t e r s f r o m T a i w a n 
a n d s e n t t w o m i l l i o n t o t h e i s ­
l a n d l a s t y e a r . 

F o u r a r t i s t i c t r o u p e s i n T a i ­
w a n h a v e c o m e t o g i v e p e r ­
f o r m a n c e s o n t h e m a i n l a n d , 
t h e r e h a v e b e e n s e v e n a r t e x h i ­
b i t i o n s b y T a i w a n e s e p a i n t e r s , 
a n d m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 T a i w a n 
j o u r n a l i s t s h a v e b e e n a l l o w e d 
t o c o v e r r e p o r t s o n t h e m a i n ­
l a n d . 

T h i s y e a r , i n o r d e r t o b e t t e r 
t h e e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e t i e s b e ­
t w e e n T a i w a n a n d t h e m a i n ­
l a n d . D i n g G u a n g e n s a i d , w e 

p l a n t o d o t h e f o l l o w i n g : d r a f t 
s u g g e s t i o n s f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i n g 

: t h e e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e e x ­
c h a n g e s ; d e s i g n a t e a p l a c e 
w i t h b e t t e r b a s i c f a c i l i t i e s i n 
t h e p r e s e n t s p e c i a l e c o n o m i c 
r e g i o n s a s a p l a c e w h e r e T a i ­
w a n p e o p l e c a n i n v e s t m e n t 
a n d t r a d e , a n d f o r p r o v i d e 

I c o n s u l t a n c e o n e c o n o m i c a n d 
j t r a d e i s s u e s f o r T a i w a n p e o p l e . 

D i n g t h o u g h t t h a t t h e e c o ­
n o m i c a n d t r a d e e x c h a n g e b e -

: t w e e n T a i w a n a n d t h e m a i n ­
l a n d w a s o f m u t u a l b e n e f i t . 
T h e m a i n l a n d h a s m a r k e t s , r e -

i s o u r c e s , s c i e n t i f i c a n d t c c h -
j n o l o g i c a l f o r c e s , a n d l a b o u r , 
i w h i l e T a i w a n h a s f u n d s , a 
j c o m m e r c i a l n e t w o r k a n d t a l ­

e n t e d p e o p l e w h o a r e g o o d a t 
m a n a g e m e n t . T h e c o m b i n a ­
t i o n w i l l p r o f i t b o t h s i d e s , h e 

i s a i d . 
j I n r e g a r d t o t h e l a c k o f p r o -
! p e r t r a d e a n d i n v e s t m e n t m a r -
j k e t s f o r t h e T a i w a n b u s i n e s f . -

n i e n , D i n g s a i d t h a t a s t u d y 
: w a s b e i n g m a d e t o e s t a b l i s h a n 

e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d e c o n s u l t a n t 
' a g e n c y t o s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m . 

H e a l s o e x p r e s s e d t h e h o p e 
1 t h a t t h e T a i w a n a u t h o r i t y 
j w i l l e s t a b l i s h a c o r r e s p o n d a n t 
j a g e n c y s o t h a t j o i n t s o l u t i o n s 
I m a y b e w o r k e d o u t f o r b u s i ­

n e s s p r o b l e m s r e s u l t i n g f r o m 
t h e i n c r e a s e i n e x p a n d i n g e c o ­
n o m i c a n d t r a d e e x c h a n g e s . 

H o w e v e r , D i n g p o i n t e d o u t , 
a t h o r o u g h s e t t l e m e n t o f t h e 
p r o b l e m d e p e n d s o n t h e T a i ­
w a n a u t h o r i t y c h a n g i n g i t s 
p o l i c y o f i n d i r e c t t r a d e i n t o 
o n e o f d i r e c t t r a d e . 

D i n g n o t e d t h a t w i t h m o r e 
T a i w a n p e o p l e c o m i n g t o t h e 
m a i n l a n d , t h e r e h a v e e m e r g e d 

I a l o t o f s p e c i f i c p r o b l e m s a n d 
l e g a l h e a d a c h e s s u c h a s m a r ­
r i a g e , i n h a b i t a n c e , p r o p e r t y , 

I i n v e s t m e n t , t r a d e , f i n a n c e , 
I m e d i c i n e , e d u c a t i o n a n d s o 
I f o r t h . H e s a i d t h a t h i s o f f i c e 
i w i l l w o r k o u t r e l a t e d r u l e s a n d 
' r e g u l a t i o n s . P e r t i n e n t l a w s a r e 
i b e i n g s t u d i e d , h e a d d e d . • 

I Yangtze Project 
I Study Approved 
D e s p i t e s h a r p i n t e r n a l d i s ­

a g r e e m e n t s s t i l l e x i s t i n g , 
t h e f i n a l r e p o r t o f t h e 

f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d y o n C h i n a ' s 
T h r e e G o r g e s P r o j e c t o n t h e 
C h a n g j i a n g ( Y a n g t z e ) R i v e r 

' w a s a p p r o v e d i n B e i j i n g o n 
M a r c h 7 b y t h e l e a d i n g g r o u p . 

I T h e r e p o r t v v a s r e v i s e d i n s o m e 
: p l a c e s a n d w i l l b e s u b m i t t e d t o 
I t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l f o r e x a m i n a -
; l i o n a n d a p p r o v a l , 
i T h i s r e p o r t , w h i c h h a s 1 5 0 , -
i 0 0 0 C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s a n d 

n i n e c h a p t e r s , w a s b a s e d o n 
y e a r s o f r e s e a r c h w o r k . 

T h e T h r e e G o r g e s P r o j e c t i s 
h o p e d t o h a v e a c a p a c i t y o f 

i 1 7 , 6 8 0 m e g a w a t t s o f h y d r o 
i p o w e r , w h i c h i s 6 . 5 t i m e s t h e 
, g e n e r a l i n g c a p a c i t y o f C h i n a ' s 
; l a r g e s t d a m — G e z h o u b a , a l s o 

o n t h e r i v e r , w i t h c a p a c i t v o f 
2,715 m e g o w a i l s . 

T h e c o s l o f t h e p r o j e c t w i l l 
; b e a b o u t 3 6 . 1 b i l l i o n y u a n 

b a s e d o n t h e l a t e 1 9 8 6 v a l u e o f 
; t h e y u a n , t h e r e p o r t s a i d . O f 
: t h i s , c o n s t r u c t i o n i n v e s t m e n t 
I w i l l b e a b o u t 1 8 . 8 b i l l i o n y u a n , 

a n d 1 1 b i l l i o n y u a n a n d 6 . 3 
b i l l i o n y u a n w i l l g o r e s p e c t i v e ­
l y f o r r e s e t t l e m e n t a n d f o r a 
p o w e r t r a n s m i s s i o n p r o j e c t . 

A l t h o u g h a p r e l i m i n a r y r e ­
p o r t w a s a p p r o v e d b y t h e S t a t e 

: C o u n c i l i n 1 9 8 4 , d i f f e r i n g o p i -
• n i o n s h a v e f o r c e d c o n s t r u c t i o n 

t o b e p u t o f f . I n 1 9 8 6 , t h e S t a t e 
C o u n c i l d e c i d e d t o s e t u p a 

[ " l e a d i n g g r o u p " t o o r g a n i z e 
e x p e r t s a n d s c h o l a r s t o r e -
s t u d y t h e p r o j e c t . 

T h e n e w r e p o r t , w h i c h i s 
m u c h m o r e c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

I t h a n t h e 1 9 8 4 o n e , h o l d s t h a t 
t e c h n i c a l p r o b l e m s , s u c h a s 
o v e r c o m i n g e a r t h q u a k e r i s k s , 
e r o s i o n , m u d , e c o l o g i c a l p r o b ­
l e m s a n d t h e p o p u l a t i o n r e s e t ­
t l i n g , a r e t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y r e s o -

! l u b l e . 
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D i f f e r e n c e s o v e r t h e d a m 
c h i e f l y c e n t r e a r o u n d j u s t 
w h e n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n s h o u l d 
c o m m e n c e . A l e a d i n g o p ­
p o n e n t , Z h o u P e i y u a n , o n e o f 
t h e v i c e - c h a i r p e r s o n s o f t h e 
C h i n e s e P e o p l e ' s P o l i t i c a l 
C o n s u l t a t i v e C o n f e r e n c e 
( C P P C C ) a n d o t h e r s , b e l i e v e 
t h a t t h e n a t i o n ' s e c o n o m y a n d 
e n v i r o n m e n t w i l l b e t h r e a ­
t e n e d . T h e y s a y t h a t t h e s c a l e 
o f t h e i n v e s t m e n t t o t a l i n g a t 
l e a s t 3 6 . 1 1 b i l l i o n y u a n ( a b o u t 
U S $ 9 . 7 3 b i l l i o n ) , t h e d i v e r s i o n 
o f s t a t e i n v e s t m e n t f r o m o t h e r 
k e y a r e a s , a n d t h e l a t e d a t e , a t 
t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y , w h e n 
t h e p r o j e c t w o u l d b e c o m e 
f u n c t i o n a l , a r e a l l n e g a t i v e 
f a c t o r s . 

M o s t a t t e n d a n t s a t t h e 1 0 t h 
m e e t i n g o f t h e g r o u p s u g g e s t e d 
t h a t t h e p r o j e c t b e c o n s t r u c t e d 
as e a r l y a s p o s s i b l e s o t h a t i t 
w i l l h e l p C h i n a ' s e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t s t r a t e g y . T h e y 
a r g u e t h a t t h e r e i s a g r e a t n e e d 
f o r s h i p p i n g a n d f l o o d p r e v ­
e n t i o n , a n d t h a t w i t h o u t t h e 
d a m , t h e r e w i l l b e e v e n 
m o r e d i f f i c u l t i e s i n c a r r y i n g 
t h r o u g h C h i n a ' s n a t i o n a l e c o ­
n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n . 

T h e S t a t e C o u n c i l w i l l m a k e 
a f i n a l d e c i s i o n a f t e r a l l o p i ­
n i o n s a r e s u b m i t t e d t o i t a l o n g 
w i t h t h e r e p o r t . 

T h e 1 0 t h m e e t i n g o f t h e 
l e a d i n g g r o u p w a s a t t e n d e d 
b y 2 0 0 d e l e g a t e s i n c l u d i n g t h e 
g r o u p m e m b e r s , s p e c i a l l y i n ­
v i t e d a d v i s e r s , m e m b e r s o f t h e 
C P P C C a n d c h i e f s a n d a d v i s ­
e r s o f s p e c i a l r e s e a r c h g r o u p s . 

B e s i d e s t h e d o m e s t i c s t u d y , 
a C a n a d i a n c o n s o r t i u m o f f i v e 
C a n a d i a n p o w e r c o m p a n i e s i s ­
s u e d a f a v o u r a b l e i n d e p e n d e n t 
r e p o r t o n t h e p r o j e c t . C o m ­
m e r c i a l M i n i s t e r M r M a u r i c e 
H l a b i k a t t h e C a n a d i a n E m ­
b a s s y d e n i e d t h a t t h e r e w o u l d 
l i k e l y b e a c o n f l i c t o f i n t e r e s t 
r e g a r d i n g t h e c r e d i b i l i t y o f t h e 
C I D A ( C a n a d i a n I n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l D e v e l o p m e n t A g e n c y ) f i ­
n a n c e d r e p o r t . 

by Yao Jianguo 

Weekly Chronicle 
(March 5-11) 

P O L I T I C A L 
M a r c h 9 
• U S d i s c r i m i n a t o r y t r a v e l 
r e s t r i c t i o n s i m p o s e d o n 
C h i n e s e e m p l o y e e s i n t h e U n -

\d N a t i o n s ( U N ) ' a r e a g a i n s t 
t h e n o r m s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
l a w , s a y s a C h i n e s e F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t r y s p o k e s m a n . T h e y 
a l s o v i o l a t e t h e l e g a l o b l i g a ­
t i o n s u n d e r t a k e n b y t h e U S i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e U N c h a r t ­
e r . C h i n a f l a t l y r e j e c t s t h e s e 
u n r e a s o n a b l e r e s t r i c t i o n s a n d 
c a l l s o n t h e U N t o u r g e t h e U S 
t o a b o l i s h t h e s e d i s c r i m i n a t o ­
r y m e a s u r e s i m m e d i a t e l y , s a y s 
t h e s p o k e s m a n . 

M a r c h 1 0 
• L e a d i n g p a r t y i n s t i t u t i o n s 
a r e u r g e d t o r e f r a i n f r o m i n ­
t e r f e r i n g w i t h t h e a r t i s t i c a n d 
l i t e r a r y m a t t e r s . A d o c u m e n t 
e n t i t l e d " S o m e V i e w s o f t h e 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 
C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o n 
F u r t h e r P r o m o t i n g L i t e r a t u r e 
a n d t h e A r t s " a l s o c a l l s f o r t h e 
p r o t e c t i o n o f w r i t e r s a n d a r ­
t i s t s i n s u p p o r t o f t h e i r c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l r i g h t s a n d p r i v i l e g e s . 

ECONOMIC 

M a r c h 7 
• C h i n a ' s r u r a l s e c t o r i s g e t ­
t i n g a s p r i n g i n j e c t i o n o f s e v ­
e r a l b i l l i o n y u a n . T h e s t a t e 
c o n t r a c t e d g r a i n a n d e d i b l e o i l 
p r i c e s p a i d t o f a r m e r s w i l l 
b e i n c r e a s e d t h i s A p r i l , s a y s 
C o m m e r c e M i n i s t e r H u P i n g . 
B u t t h e s a m e o l d p r i c e s w i l l 
b e m a i n t a i n e d f o r u r b a n r e s i ­
d e n t s , h e s a y s . 
M a r c h 8 
• T h e v a l u e o f C h i n a ' s i n d u s ­
t r i a l o u t p u t i n F e b r u a r y w a s 
8 4 . 1 b i l l i o n y u a n , a 7 . 5 p e r c e n t 
i n c r e a s e o v e r t h e f i g u r e f o r t h e 
s a m e p e r i o d l a s t y p a r , a c c o r d ­

i n g t o t h e S t a t e S t a t i s t i c s " 
B u r e a u . O u t p u t i n c r e a s e 
d r o p p e d o f f f r o m J a n u a r y ' s 8 . 2 
p e r c e n t r a t e . T h e v a l u e o f i n ­
d u s t r i a l o u t p u t i n t h e f i r s t t w o 
m o n t h s o f t h i s y e a r t o t a l l e d 
1 8 1 . 8 b i l l i o n y u a n , 8 p e r c e n t 
a b o v e t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g p e r ­
i o d l a s t y e a r . 

CULTURAL 

M a r c h 9 
• ' C h i n a ' s m a i n l a n d i s t o p r e ­
s e n t T a i w a n w i t h a g i f t o f t w o 
b a b y g i a n t p a n d a s , s a y s D i n g 
G u a n g e n , d i r e c t o r o f t h e T a i ­
w a n A f f a i r s O f f i c e u n d e r t h e 
S t a t e C o u n c i l . T h e p a n d a s , 
w h i c h w e r e b r e d b y a r t i f i c i a l 
i n s e m i n a t i o n , a r e i n B e i j i n g 
Z o o p r e p a r i n g t o t a k e u p r e s i d ­
e n c e i n T a i b e i Z o o . 
M a r c h 1 0 
• T h e C h i n e s e s c i e n t i f i c a n d 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l b l u e b o o k b y t h e 
S c i e n t i f i c a n d T e c h n o l o g i c a l 
D o c u m e n t a t i o n P u b l i s h i n g 
H o u s e c o v e r s t h e m a i n p o i n t s 
o f t e c h n i c a l p o l i c y a p p r o v e d 
b y t h e S t a t e C o u n c i l i n 1 4 
f i e l d s , i n c l u d i n g t h a t o f e n e r g y 
a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . 

SOCIAL 

M a r c h 7 
• W i l d M a n c h u r i a n t i g e r s , 
w h i c h o n c e t h r i v e d i n f o r e s t s 
o f N o r t h e a s t C h i n a , m a y h a v e 
a l r e a d y b e c o m e e x t i n c t , s a y s 
Q i a n Y a n w e n , a C h i n e s e z o o l ­
o g i s t . A n a e r i a l s u r v e y i n 1 9 8 7 
w e n t w i t h o u t s i g h t i n g a n y o f 
t h e t i g e r s . A s u r v e y i n t h e 
1 9 7 0 s u n c o v e r e d o n l y s e v e n 
w i l d M a n c h u r i a n t i g e r s i n 
C h i n a . Q i a n w a r n s t h a t t h e r e 
i s a p r e s s i n g n e e d t o p r o t e c t 
w i l d l i f e a n d i t s e n v i r o n m e n t . 
M a r c h 8 
• M o r e t h a n 1 , 5 0 0 C h i n e s e 
a n d f o r e i g n w o m e n g a t h e r a t 
t h e G r e a t F i a l l o f t h e P e o p l e i n 
B e i j i n g t o m a r k I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
W o m e n ' s D a y . T h e g a t h e r i n g 
i s o r g a n i z e d b y t h e A l l - C h i n a 
W o m e n ' s F e d e r a t i o n . • 
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An Analysis of the Three Economic Rims 

Since tlie mid-1980s three mammoth regional economic rims have arisen. These three 
economic rims of Western Europe, North America and East Asia have gradually formed 
alongside a world economy that has increasingly moved towards economic integration. 
These three rims co-exist in mutual co-operation, reliance, and competition on a scale 
never before witnessed. 

by Wang Juyi 

T
he t h r e e e c o n o m i c r i m s 
cons i s t i ng of t he E u r o ­
p e a n C o m m u n i t y , E a s t 

As ia , and the N o r t h A m e r i c a n 
maricets h a v e d i s t inc t spheres 
of e m p h a s i s . 

The European Community 
(EC) is the rim with most mem­
ber states and sharing the grea­
test degree of co-operation. As 
ear ly as 1958, Wes t e rn E u r o p e 
began to ally its economy after 
the T r e a t y of R o m e was put 
in to effect. But p r e p a r a t i o n s 
l ead ing to the free flow of 
c o m m o d i t i e s , capi ta l , and la­
b o u r only began in 1985. 

C u r r e n t l y the E C has al­
r eady formed a un i f ied tariff 
a l l iance for m u t u a l p ro tec t ion 
of the i r c o m m o n m a r k e t . 

In add i t i on , the E C na t ions 
have formed c o m m o n agr icu l ­
tu ra l policies and the begin­
nings of a E u r o p e a n m o n e t a r y 
sys tem. 

By acce le ra t ing reg iona l eco­
n o m i c c o - o p e r a t i o n , the E C 
has both s t r e n g t h e n e d its eco­
n o m i c power whi le i m p r o v i n g 
its compe t i t i ve posi t ion in in­
t e r n a t i o n a l t r ade . 

Since the beg inn ing of the 
1980s W e s t e r n E u r o p e h a s 
faced a s tands t i l l in i n d u s t r i a l 
i n v e s t m e n t , h igh u n e m p l o y ­
men t , which has been coupled 
wi th economic recession and 
a d e c l i n e in t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
growth . 

If the EC's goal of a unified 
m a r k e t is r eached on a preli­
m i n a r y level by 1992, then its 
regional ly comprehens ive eco­
nomic s t rength will place it in 
a more compet i t ive posi t ion 
than that of the Uni ted States 
or J apan . 

The road towards a unified 
EC m a r k e t will cer ta in ly not 
be smooth , but this is the only 
way forward for Europe . 

The North American econo­
mic rim is a bilateral "free 
trade region" with the United 
States at its center. In the 1980 
pres iden t ia l e lect ion, Rona ld 
Reagan first p layed with the 
concept of a " c o m m o n N o r t h 
A m e r i c a n m a r k e t " tha t would 
inc lude Canada , Mexico, the 
Ca r ibbean count r ies and the 
Uni t ed States . 

F r o m the mid-1980s, Wal l 
Street ' s super ior posi t ion in in­
t e rna t iona l t r ade has decl ined 
whi le the r eg iona l i za t ion of 
the world- economy has ac­
c e l e r a t e d . Th i s t r e n d has 
p rompted concern in the Uni t ­
ed States over the ma in t enance 
of its i n t e rna t iona l economic 
posi t ion. Increas ingly it felt 
the necessi ty of enhanc ing its 
economic co-operat ion wi th its 
ne ighbours th rough t ightening 
economic ties that had pre­
viously existed. 

Re la t ions have been streng­
thened the most wi th Canada . 

The Uni t ed States began jo in t 
free t rade talks with the Cana­
dians in Jurfe 1986. After ne­
got ia t ing for a year and a half, 
A m e r i c a n Pres ident Ronald 
Reagan and C a n a d i a n Pr ime 
Minis te r Brian Mul roney for­
mal ly s igned a free t r a d e 
ag reemen t tha t came in to 
force last J anua ry 1. 

Acco rd ing to the i r agree­
men t , U S - C a n a d i a n ta r i f fs 
would gradual ly be reduced 
between them in three stages 
unt i l free t rade for all com­
modit ies would become a real­
i ty in J a n u a r y 1998. The 
agreement means that restr ic­
tions on both labour and capi­
tal will vanish. 

In a d d i t i o n , the U n i t e d 
States and Mexico reached an 
out l ine agreement in Novem­
ber 1987. So far there has been 
no resul ts since la ter talks on 
a free t rade agreement have 
bogged when t ry ing to br idge 
the wide economic gap that has 
existed between them. 

The East Asian rim is an in­
formal economic group of re­
gional co-operation, with Japan 
at its axis. There is much talk 
abou t f o rma l i z ing r e l a t i ons 
within this Asian and Pacific 
sphere, yet, so far no formal 
government agreement or con­
crete act ion has been taken in 
this direct ion. 

The t rend , even in this div-
BEIJING REVIEW, MARCH 20-26, 1989 



INTERNATIONALI 

erse region, is c lear ly towards 
l ibe ra t ing local economies so 
t hey can t r a d e wi th t h e i r 
ne ighbours . S i n e ; 1985 coun-
tiie-. in this rini have reduced 
t l iCir d ependence on the A m e r ­
ican m a r k e t by d e p e n d i n g in­
stead upon each o the r . The Ja­
panese yen, more t h a n any­
where else, has ev iden t ly t aken 
on a g rea te r func t ion and sta­
tus v/hile the US do l l a r is on a 
decl ine . 

I n n o v a t i v e pa t t e rns of mu­
tua l i n v e s t m e n t have been 
formed wi th the increase of di­
rect J apanese regional invest ­
ment . A new m a n a g e m e n t re­
l a t ionsh ip , with a region-wide 
hor i zon ta l d ivis ion of l abour , 
is d i sp lac ing the top- to -bo t tom 
ver t ica l m a n a g e m e n t s t r u c t u r e 
t r ad i t i ona l ly used in this re­
gion. 

Some J a p a n e s e 
scholars bel ieve that 
a f o r m a l i z e d East 
As ian economic r im 
should be o rgan ized 
between As ia ' s t en 
major t r a d i n g coun­
t r ies a n d r eg ions 
that would inc lude 
Japan , the Associa­
t ion of S o u t h e a s t 
A s i a n N a t i o n s , 
C h i n a , and A s i a ' s 
" f o u r l i t t l e 
d r a g o n s " ( S o u t h Ko­
rea, T a i w a n , Hong 
Kong and Singa­
pore ) . 

Others have advo­
cated for the o rgan i ­
za t ion of some k ind 
of e c o n o m i c co­
opera t ion as a coun­
t e r p a r t of the EC 
and N o r t h A m e r i c a 
marke t s . 

The ac tua l condi ­
t ions tha t exist in 
the As ian and Pacif­
ic region will s t rong­
ly impede , in the re­
m a i n i n g years of 

th is c e n t u r y , the fo rma t ion 
of cont rac t - l ike economic co­
opera t ion that is being prac­
ticed in Western Europe and 
N o r t h Amer ica . 

Ihese economic rims, wiiile 
forming the three pillars of the 
world economy, inter-act in 
a vital competitive and co­
operative manner. They are the 
wor ld ' s most economical ly and 
f.echnically advanced regions. 
Togeuier , the i r gross G N P val­
ue and t rade amoun t to three 
q u a r t e r s of the total world vol­
ume. 

The economic scales of the 
th ree r ims vary, but each pos­
sesses its own advantages . The 
EC holds the world lead in 
foreign t rade volume with a 
s table t rade ba lance . 

The Nor th A m e r i c a n rim, 
the b i r t h p l a c e of m o d e r n 

science and technology, is the 
largest in terms of product ive 
scale. But the Uni ted States 
is puzzled by the t r emendous 
t rade def ici t tha t r epea t ly 
shows its difficulty compet ing 
on the in te rna t iona l marke t . 

Al though the East Asian r im 
has the smallest scale of prod­
uction, it has the same t rade 
vo lume as the Nor th Amer ican 
rim. It holds a large favour­
able t r a d e ba lance which 
shows it to be a strongly com­
peti t ive t rade force. 

With more than 30 percent 
of the world populat ion, East 
Asia , i n c l u d i n g China , is 
looked upon as a t i tanic un­
tapped marke t . 

E c o n o m i c c i rc les be l ieve 
that Eas t As ia ' s economic 
s t rength will have an increas­
ing impact and generally con-

The Three Economic Rims in Contrast(1986) 

Key: 

'iSa N. America 

SSS E.Asia 

percsntaaes in world exports 

population (million) ^ 

m mf 481 
332 

M Ml M 
-v.v 

2,401,4 

Hvolume of exports (billion US$) 
'958.21 348.6 

mm460;2: 

percentages in world imports 

• 21.4% 

{volume of imports (billion US$) 

f5l'6.7 ?:wais 

Note: Imports and exports figures are from 1987. "East Asia" refers to Japan, 
the "four little dragons" aul the ASEAN nations. 
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I N T E R N A T r O N A 

s i d e r t h e E a s t A s i a n e c o n o m i c 
r i m t o b e t h e m o s t p r o m i s i n g 
f o r c e i n t h e w o r l d e c o n o m y . 

T h e s e t h r e e e c o n o m i c r i m s 
a r e i n t e r p o s e d w i t h t e n s e t r a d e 
d i s p u t e s , s t r u g g l e s o v e r m o n e ­
t a r y p o l i c i e s , a n d f i e r c e c o m ­
p e t i t i o n . 

B u t w i t h t i m e , m u t u a l r e ­
l i a n c e a n d c o m m o n i n t e r e s t s 
h a v e g r o w n t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t 
o n e m u s t n o w t a k e t h e 
o p p o n e n t ' s d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
w e l l - b e i n g a s a n i n d i s p e n s a b l e 
c o n d i t i o n f o r o n e ' s o w n p r o ­
g r e s s . 

T h i s u n i f i c a t i o n o f r e g J o n ; i i 
i n t e r e s t s h a s b e e n a v i t a l f o r c e 
o v e r t h e p a s t 1 9 y e a r s . - F r o m 
1 9 7 0 t o 1 9 8 7 , c o m b i n e d t r a d e 
v o l u m e i n c r e a s e d 4 8 t i m e s b e ­
t w e e n A s i a ' s " f o u r l i t t l e d r a ­
g o n s " a n d N o r t h A m e r i c a , 
1 4 . 5 t i m e s b e t w e e n J a p a n a n d 
t h e E C , 1 2 . 5 t i m e s b e t w e e n 
E a s t A s i a a n d N o r t h A m e r i c a ; 
a n d 6 . 1 t i m e s c t v v e e n N o r t h 
A r a e r i c a a n d t ; ; . : ; E C . 

An- i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r is t h a t 
the internal a> p e c i s of each rim 
greatiy d f i c r . T h e e c o n o m i c 
g a p b e t w e : n t h e m e m b e r s t a t e s 
o f t h e i s r e l a t i v e l y n a r r o w 
w h i l e i t s a i v e r s e s p e c i a l i z e d l a ­
b o u r f o r c e a l l o w s i t t o h a v e a 
h i g h e r d e g r e e o f s e l f - r e l i a n c e 
w i t h a l o w l e v e l o f d e p e n d e n c e 
o n o u t s i d e m a r k e t s . 

T h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n a n d 
E a s t A s i a n s i t u a t i o n g r e a t l y 
d i f f e r s f r o m t h e E C . T a k e t h e 
E C ' s e x p o r t m a r k e t f o r e x a m ­
p l e . I n 1 9 8 7 , 5 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
E C ' s e x p o r t s w e r e a b s o r b e d 
w i t h i n t h e C o m m u n i t y , w h i l e 
i n N o r t h A m e r i c a a n d E a s t 
A s i a , t h e f i g u r e s w e r e o n l y 
3 8 . 9 p e r c e n t a n d 4 3 . 6 p e r c e n t 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

The three rims are useful ap­
paratus in the promotion of 
world economic development 
and stability. B a r r i e r s h i n d e r ­
i n g t h e f r e e f l o w o f t r a d e w i l l 
g r a d u a l l y b r e a k d o w n w i t h 
t h e r e s o u r c e s b e i n g d i s t r i b u t ­
e d m o r e e f f i c i e n t l y . 

B E I J I N G R E V I E W , M A R C H 20-26, 1989 

C o m p e t i t i o n w i l l b e s t i m u ­
l a t e d a m o n g m e m b e r n a t i o n s 
i n e a c h r i m w h i i e i n v e s t m e n t 
i n f i x e d a s s e t s w i l l i n c r e a s e 
a n d t h e p a c e o f s t r u c t u r a l a d ­
j u s t m e n t w i l l a c c e l e r a t e . 

T h e e n d r e s u l t w i l l b e a m o r e 
r a t i o n a l m a r k e t - o r i e n t e d p r o d ­
u c t i o n s y s t e m , h i g h e r l a b o u r 
e f f i c i e n c y a n d l o w e r c o s t s . A 
f u r t h e r p l u s i s t h a t c o n t r a d ­
i c t i o n s a n d d i s a g r e e m e n t s 
a m o n g t h e r e g i o n a l c o u n t r i e s 
w i l l b e e a s e d a n d r e s o l v e d a s 
t h e i r e c o n o m i e s c o - o p e r a t e . 

A r e s e a r c h r e p o r t r e l e a s e d 
l a s t y e a r b y t h e E C ' s E x e c u t i v e 
C o u n c i l s t a t e d t h a t 2 m i l l i o n 
j o b s w i l l b e c r e a t e d , c o r p o r a t e 
p r o f i t s w i l l r i s e b y 1 .8 p e r c e n t , 
a n d a v e r a g e p r i c e s w i l l d r o p 
b y 6 p e r c e n t a f t e r t h e e s t a ­
b l i s h m e n t o f a s i n g l e m a r k e t i n 
1 9 9 2 . f u r t h e r m o r e , t h e E C ' s 
c r o s s d o m e s t i c p r o d u c t w i l l i n ­
c r e a s e b y 4 .5 t o 5 p e r c e n t , a n d 
j i i d u s t r i a i p r o d u c t i o n c o s t w i l l 
d e c r e a s e b y 7 p e r c e n t . 

A c c o r d i n g t o a n o t h e r e s t i ­
m a t e , b \  1 9 9 9 , t h e f r e e t r a d e 
p a c t b e t w e e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
a n d C a n a d a w i l l e n a b l e t h e 
U n i t e d S l a t e s t o r a i s e i t s G N P 
b y 1 p e r c e n t a n d C a n a d a b y 
5 p e r c e n t . E m p l o y m e n t i n t h e 
t w o c o u n t r i e s w i l l i n c r e a s e b y 
5 0 0 , 0 0 0 a n d 8 5 0 , 0 0 0 j o b s r e s ­
p e c t i v e l y . 

R e g i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n i n 
E a s t A s i a w i l l s t r e n g t h e n l o c a l 
e c o n o m i e s w h i l e c a p i t a l a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y w i l l m u l t i p l y 
a l o n g s i d e e c o n o m i c e f f i c i e n c y . 
T o g e t h e r , t h e t h r e e r i m s w i l l 
l e a d t h e w o r l d i n e c o n o m i c de- , 
v e l o p m e n t . 

More international idle capi­
tal will flow into the three 
rims, in particular the Euro­
pean market nations. I t i s e s ­
t i m a t e d t h a t i n v e s t m e n t a b ­
s o r b e d b y t h e t h r e e r i m s w i l l 
a c c o u n t f o r m o r e t h a n 8 0 p e r ­
c e n t o f t o t a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l c r e ­
d i t s . 

The multilateral trade system 
will be further weakened and 

international competition more 
acute and fierce. A m a j o r f a c ­
t o r b e h i n d t h e r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n 
o f e c o n o m i e s h a s b e e n t h e i n ­
a b i l i t y o f t h e G e n e r a l A g r e e ­
m e n t o n T a r i f f s a n d T r a d e t o 
u p h o l d f r e e a n d j u s t p r i n c i p l e s 
o f c o m p e t i t i o n . I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
m u l t i l a t e r a l t r a d e s y s t e m s 
h a v e b e c o m e i n c r e a s i n g l y o b ­
s o l e t e . 

T h e e m e r g e n c e o f t h e r e ­
g i o n a l i z e d e c o n o m i e s w i l l 
i n e v i t a b l y b r i n g w i t h i t s o m " e 
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y p r o t e c t i o n i s t 
p r a c t i c e s a n d i t i s t h e r e f o r e 
l i k e l y t h a t t h e p r e s e n t c o m p e ­
t i t i o n w e s e e b e t w e e n t h e U n i t ­
e d S t a t e s , . J a p a n a n d W e s t G e r ­
m a n y w i l l e v o l v e i n t o c o m p e t i ­
t i o n b e t w e e n t h e s e l a r g e r t r a d e 
b l o c s . 

A c u t e a n d s e v e r e a s i t m a y 
b e , r i v a l r y b e t v / e e n t h e t h r e e 
r i m s w i l l n o t g e t o u t o f c o n ­
t r o l , c h i e f l y b e c a u s e t h e y a l l 
s h a r e a n e v e n h i g h e r c o m m o n 
i n t e r e s t a n d i n t e r - d e p e n d e n c e . 

In the end t h e major bene­
ficiary of this regionalization 
will be world peace. A f t e r t h i s 
s y s t e m i s e s t a b l i s h e d , i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s w i l l 
h a v e a m o r e p l u r a l c h a r a c t e r . 
W h i l e t h e a l l i e s o f t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 
w i l l b e c o m e m o r e i n d e p e n ­
d e n t , t h e s e s u p e r p o w e r s w i l l 
c a r r y m u c h l e s s p o l i t i c a l c l o u t . 

A new economic pattern is 
likely to emerge in East Asia. 
J a p a n ' s t r a d e a n d i n v e s t m e n t s 
w i t h i t s n e i g h b o u r s w i l l e x ­
p a n d , h a v i n g t h e s p i n - o f f e f ­
f e c t o f u p g r a d i n g t h e m a n a g e -
m c i i t s t r u c t u r e w i t h a h o r i z o n ­
t a l d i v i s i o n o f l a b o u r i n t h e 
r e g i o n . 

E c o n o m i c e x c h a n g e s w i t h i n 
t h e A s i a n r e g i o n w i l l e x p a n d , 
b r i n g i n g a n e w v i t a l i t y t o t h e 
a r e a . 

A l l t h i s s p e l l s f i e r c e c o m p e ­
t i t i o n f o r e v e r y n a t i o n w i t h i n 
t h e A s i a n r i m . B u t , t h a t ' s t h e 
w a y t h e w o r l d e c o n o m y p r o ­
g r e s s e s . • 



Breakthroughs in Religious Research 
by Ding Guangxun and Wang Weifan 

C h i n a ' s soc ia l sc iences 
h a v e been o n e of t he 
mos t ac t i ve a c a d e m i c 

d isc ip l ines d u r i n g the last de­
cade . M a n y new ideas a n d 
views h a v e emerged , d isp lac­
ing f o r m e r ideo log ie s a n d 
s t andpo in t s . Some of the most 
s t r ik ing have been the theore t ­
ical b r e a k t h r o u g h s m a d e in re­
l igious r e sea rch . 

One typ ica l e x a m p l e is the 
book Religion in China During 
the Socialist Period, ed i ted by 
the wel l -known Chinese scho­
lar , Luo Zhufeng , and pub ­
lished by the Shangha i A c a d e ­
my of Social Sciences. Based 
on f i r s t -hand d a t a co l lec ted 
t h rough c o m p r e h e n s i v e social 
inves t iga t ions in the c o u n t r y ' s 
13 p rov inces and m u n ­
icipal i t ies by the aca­
demy ' s Re l ig ious Re­
sea rch I n s t i t u t e , th i s 
book is a t h o r o u g h 
b reak wi th the t r ad ­
i t iona l m e t h o d of fol­
lowing es tab l i shed for­
m u l a s in t o u c h i n g 
u p o n sens i t i ve s u b ­
j ec t s . I t has w ide ly 
been r e g a r d e d as an 
i m p r e s s i v e c o m b i n a ­
t ion of soc io log ica l 
t h e o r y a n d e x a m i n a ­
t ions of re l ig ious p rac ­
t ices. It is l ikely to be 
of e n o r m o u s signif ic­
ance a n d exer t far-
r each ing in f luence on 
research i n t o re l ig ion 
in C h i n a d u r i n g the fu­
tu re . 

Elements and Layers 
A l t h o u g h rel igions conta in 

phi losophica l views and ideo­
logical fea tures , they are more 
t h a n pure phi losophical or re­
l igious doct r ines . Religious be­
l ievers are theists who struc­
t u r e thei r conduct in accord­
ance with thei r rel igious doc­
t r ines . This , however does not 
m e a n theists are mere philoso­
phers (as defined in a nar row 
sense) , much less mere fide-
ists, as is often thought . 

In his book, On Religious 
Systems, Chen Yaot ing 's prin­
c ipal theoret ical tool is sys­
tems theory. He writes, "Em­
ploying systems theory to stu­
dy rel igions, one comes to real­
ize tha t all rel igions, of wha-

Bishop Fu Tieshan blesses Chinese Catholics at an open air 
ceremony. XU X I A N G J U N 

B o t h D i n g G u a n g x u n a n d W a n g 
W e i f a n w o r k a t N a n j i n g ' s J i n l i n g 
C o l l e g e o f T h e o l o g y . D i n g i s t h e 
c o l l e g e s d e a n a n d W a n g i s a n 
a s s o c i a t e p r o f e s s o r . 

tever na tu re , are social enti t ies 
consist ing of believers, organ­
izat ions and doctr ines . They 
form a par t of the spir i tual 
side of h u m a n society. They 
reflect not only the sufferings 
na ture and society inflici on 
man, but also opposit ion and 
resistance to these sufferings 
and the pursui t and hopes of 
an ideal life.... Of the three 
const i tuent e lements of a reli­
gion, the most impor tan t is the 
body of religious believers who 
play a key role in promoting 
the systematic development of 
their rel igion." 

He adds, "Rel igious believ­
ers, as ' m e n ' of flesh and 
bjood, are closely connected 
with the na tu re and the poli­

tics and economics of 
the society fhey inha­
bit. This is because re­
ligions themselves are 
open to everyone. . . . 
Rel ig ious bel ievers 
make up the most ac-

^ live part of a rel igious 
system simply because 
they represent the la­
test desire for social, 
mater ia l and cu l tu ra l 
product ion . It is im­
proper to see religious 
believers as 'eccentr ics ' 
who care noth ing for 
everyday h u m a n life, 
or even as ' supermen ' 
who care only f o r ' p a r ­
adise ' and have no in­
terest in state affairs, 
pol i t ics and socio­
economics . His tor ica l 
recordings of religious 
believers as 'eccentr ics ' 
and ' supermen ' are ac­
tually a distorted re­
flection of the various 
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B i s h o p Z o n g IHuaide o v e r s e a s a c h u r c h 
J i n a n . CH 

prob lems of social l i fe ." 
T h e r e f o r e , a f u n d a m e n t a l 

way to r each a cor rec t unde r ­
s t and ing of re l ig ions is to see 
then i as mu l t i - e l emen t , m u l t i ­
layer social en t i t ies which can 
be s tud ied us ing systems theo­
ry r a t h e r t han wi th mechan­
ical ma te r i a l i sm . On^ should 
not become too deep ly em­
broiled in the exp l i ca t ion of 
re l ig ious doc t r ines . 
Religion as an Opiate? 

Some peop le w i th a b a r e 
s m a t t e r i n g of M a r x i s m regard 
K. Marx ' s r e m a r k tha t rel igion 
was the op ia te of the people as 
his own " c r e a t i o n , " and that 
th is e p i t o m i z e s t he Marx i s t 
view of re l igion. In fact, at 
least a dozen G e r m a n phi loso­
phers , social theor i s t s and men 
of le t ters pr ior to M a r x had 
made s imi la r r e m a r k s . M a r x ^ 
mere ly repea ted the i r ideas . It 
is also w o r t h no t ing that at 
tha t t ime o p i u m was used as a 

med ic ine to al le­
v ia te pa in r a t h e r 
t han as a narcot ic 
d rug . 

It is t rue that peo­
ple once used reli­
gion to poison both 
themselves and oth­
e rs . However , th is 
was not re l ig ion ' s 
only his tor ical role, 
and in m a n y cir­
c u m s t a n c e s it was 
not even its major 
ro le . Re l ig ion has 
con t r ibu ted to mob­
i l izing and uni t ing 
people in revolu­
t ionary wars , as, for 
example , F . Engels 
con f i rmed in his 
book, The Peasant 
War in Germany. 
Here he states that 
for the peasan t ry , 
rel igion was both a 
b a n n e r and a power­
ful tool. 

In all d o c u m e n t s on rel i­
gious policy released by the 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e of the 
C o m m u n i s t Pa r ty of China in 
the past few years, none have 
men t ioned rel igion as an op-

s e r v i c e in 
EN ZONGLIE 

iate. It is t rue that some docu­
ments have viewed religion as 
a means by which exploit ing 
classes can anaes the t i ze the 
people 's mind , but this has 
only been in reference to ev­
ents before l i be ra t ion of 
China . In Religion in China 
During the Socialist Period, 
the au thor puts forward the 
following three points in the 
postcr ipt : 

1 . " O p i u m " is pr incipal ly a 
me taphor to a l lude to and il­
lus t ra te the negat ive role re­
ligion performs under cer ta in 
condi t ions in a class society. 

2. Histor ical ly , changes in 
the role of religion accompan­
ied changes in social con­
d i t ions . The re fo re , re l ig ion 
should not be indiscr iminate ly 
viewed as an opiate . 

3. Dur ing the socialist per-
j d , it is even more improper 

to liken religion to opium. 
These three points represent 

a major b reak th rough in Chi­
na 's re l ig ious r e sea rch and 
bring to an end the years of 
deba te on w h e t h e r re l ig ion 
should be regarded as an op­
iate. There remain few people 
today, if any, who still t reat 
rel igion as an opia te . 

T a o i s t p r i e s t s c h a n t s c r i p t u r e s at Be i j ing 's White C i o u d T e m p l e . THEN Z O N G U E 
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C H I N A 

Religious Ethics 
It IS widely bel ieved tha t re­

ligion is some th ing that g u i d e s 
people 's behav iou r . r v i J e 
for this comes f rom grass - ro , 
cadres who r epor t t ha t c r imes 
are few in places where rel i ­
gious ac t iv i ty is s t rong . Clear ­
ly, re l ig ion can gu ide and res­
t r a in the ac t ions of be l ievers . 

In his a r t ic le , "On Rel igious 
E t h i c s D u r i n g the Socia l i s t 
P e r i o d , " Y a n Beiming wr i tes , 
" E v e r y re l ig ion has its own 
e th ics . M o r e o v e r , its m e a n s 
and pr inc ip les in s t r eng then­
ing cu l t i va t i on and the d ign i ty 
impl ic i t in re l ig ious e thics are 
m u c h m o r e sophis t ica ted t h a n 
tha t in o the r , non- re l ig ious , 
g roups . It is s imply this b ind­
ing role of re l ig ious e thics tha t 
has p layed a r e m a r k a b l e role 
in f a sh ion ing the b e h a v i o u r 
of be l i eve r s . T h i s has been 
p r o v e d by an i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
of some m i n o r i t y - i n h a b i t e d 
areas . Most re l ig ious bel ievers , 
wha teve r sect they belong to , 
observe laws, behave well and 
are eager to he lp o t h e r s . " 

" A c o m r a d e spec ia l iz ing in 
the s tudy of j uven i l e de l in­
quency once told m e : 'Of all 
young hoo l igans so far ar res t ­
ed, few have been connec ted 

with churches , monaster ies or 
temples . This proves that the 
b ind ing role of rel igious ethics 
exer ts inf luence on the young 
as well as the old. ' " 

In his ar t ic le , "Changes in 
Rel igious Eth ics and Thei r So­
cial Role D u r i n g the Socialist 
Pe r iod , " Luo Weihong points 
o u t : " T h r o u g h o u t h i s to ry , 
m a n y reac t ionary and exploit­
ing classes used ' the will of 
G o d ' as a means to force peo­
ple to obey thei r ru le , and reli­
gious ethics as a sp i r i tua l tool 
to m a i n t a i n thei r ru le . In this 
respect , rel igion played a nega­
tive role. U n d e r socialism, this 
e r roneous aspect of religious 
e thics still po tent ia l ly exists. 
But , as it no longer depends 
on or gives mora l suppor t to a 
r eac t iona ry class, its react ion­
ary role consequent ly vanish­
es.. . . At the same t ime, re­
l ig ious ethics still have the 
capac i ty to inst i l l good behav­
iour into bel ievers , and reli­
gious circles r emain active in 
doing deeds beneficial for so­
ciety. 

"However , mode rn concepts 
of good conduc t differ qui te 
m a r k e d l y from those that ex­
isted in class society... . Social­
ist e thics are a new element in 
the his tory of h u m a n ethics. 

They are essentially different 
from any previous form. This 
does not mean that today's eth­
ics are ent i re ly dist inct from 
and have no connect ion with 
former ethical beliefs. On the 
contrary , socialist ethics must 
cr i t ical ly inher i t what is useful 
from historical e th ics . They 
should, of course , be d rawn 
from all h u m a n creeds.. . . and 
include the most common eth­
ical .codes acceptab le to all 
classes. These ethics, though 
still low in terms of s t anda rds , 
const i tu te the most fundamen­
tal and indispensable ethics 
for main ta in ing no rma l social 
order . Therefore, e lements of 
religious ethics which reflect 
the above -men t ioned e th ics 
are identical wi th socialist eth­
ics and socialist c iv i l iza t ion ." 

Religion and Socialism 
According to the t radi t ion- ' 

al social is t theory tha t has 
formed the foundat ions for re­
search in to rel igion in the so­
cialist count r ies of the world 
since the October Revolut ion 
in 1917, religion and socialism 
are d iamet r ica l ly opposed. Ge-
flerally, if Marxis ts have dis­
cussed possible ways of re­
conc i l ing be tween re l ig ion 
and socialism they have been 
regarded as "r ight deviat ion-
is ts" who have depar ted from 
a correct theoret ical posit ion. 
Similar ly , whenever religious 
believers talked of incorporat ­
ing rel igion into socialism they 
have been looked upon as in­
dulging in pure speculat ion, 
and possibly as people with ul­
terior motives of one form or 
another . 

However, a close examina­
tion of the years since the 
founding of the People 's Re­
publ ic of China reveals that 
most leading members of re­
ligious groups have suppor ted 
socialism. Likewise, most of 
their followers have cont r ibut -
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ed through their work to the 
construction of a socialist so­
ciety. Indeed, as far as we 
know, the percentage of Chris­
tians who have been named 
in many places as advanced 
workers, advanced producers 
or model workers is higher 
than that of thei r non-
believing colleagues. In fact, it 
is true to say that with changes 
in Chinese society, the coun­
try's various religions have 
advanced rapidly and adapted 
themselves to socialism. 

Al though the Communis t 
Par ty of China advocates athe­
ism, it recognizes the rational 
reasons for the existence of re­
ligions, and through the law 
opposes all acts aimed at 
e l iminat ing or d iscr iminat­
ing against religious believers. 
The Party only takes strong 
measures against those who 
use a religious cloak to 
embark on criminal or 
counte r - revo lu t ionary 
activities or who parti­
cipate in superstitious 
behaviour that can 
harm the interests of 
the state or the lives 
and property of. other 
people. As regards nor­
mal religious act ivi­
ties, the Par ty reso­
lutely protects it. 

Things described in 
the last two paragraphs 
constitute the base for 
co-ordinat ing social­
ism and religion in 
China. The first Com­
munist Party theoreti­
cian to advocate this 
co-habitation was Hu 
Qiaomu. In October 
1982, he presented a 
report suggesting that 
research should be 
conducted into the 
base of the existence 
and development of re­
ligion in China. How-
religion could best be 

incorporated into socialist so­
ciety and what roles it was 
most suited to perform. 

This theme of reconciling re­
ligion with socialism was taken 
up in an article written in 
1985 by Xiao Zhitian from the 
Shanghai Academy of Social 
Sciences. Titled "On the Ques­
tion of Co-ordinating Religion 
and China's Socialist Society," 
it stated: 

"Co-ordinat ion should be 
based on patriotism and social­
ism with the Constitution as 
the guiding criterion; it should 
not be built upon a foundation 
of materialism or have as its 
aim the 'elimination' of reli­
gion. In a country with a po­
pulation of 1 billion, there 
should be a diversity in ways 
of thinking. To carry out so­
cialist construction on a scale 
unprecedented in history, ev­

erybody is required to play 
their part in the achievement 
of our gigantic goals. 

"As it is utterly impossible 
to reach a unanimity of ideo­
logical belief, to launch a de­
bate on the rights and wrongs 
of theism and atheism can only 
be harmful. Only if we adhere 
to the four cardinal princi­
ples (adherence to the social­
ist road, to the people's de­
mocratic dictatorship, to the 
leadership of the Commun­
ist Party and to Marxism-
Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought) and allow freedom 
of religious belief can all the 
positive factors in China be 
mobilized. 

"As regards the participa­
tion of religious believers in 
socialist construction, on the 
one hand they do so because 
they have received ideological 

Moslems at worship in a mosque in a Hui autonomous township on the outskirts of Beijing. 
CHEN ZONGLIE 
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educa t ion on socialist 
policies f rom the Par ­
ty, whi le on the o t h e r 
they can look for the i r 
own e x p l a n a t i o n s in 
t h e i r r e l i g i o u s doc ­
t r ines . A l t h o u g h it is 
t r ue t h a t some re l i ­
g ious b e l i e v e r s h a v e 
a s s u m e d pass ive and 
pess imis t ic a t t i t udes or 
h a v e d e t a c h e d t h e m ­
selves f rom r e a l i t y , 
and this can somet imes 
be a t t r i b u t e d to t he i r 
re l ig ious belief, it is 
also t rue tha t o the r be­
l ievers love thei r coun­
t ry , ab ide by the law 
and are en t e rp r i s i ng in 
all they do . Th i s can 
also be a t t r i b u t e d to 
the i r f a i t h . " Tibetan 

It has to be no ted , 
however , tha t a l t h o u g h rel i ­
gion can be i nco rpo ra t ed in to 
socia l ism, the two are some­
t imes c o n t r a d i c t o r y . As a l l 
p h e n o m e n a t h a t h i n d e r t he 
r ea l i za t i on of C h i n a ' s social­
ist m o d e r n i z a t i o n p r o g r a m m e 
mus t be e l im ina t ed , it is ne­
cessary tha t the c o u n t r y ' s rel i ­
gions r id themse lves of all fa­
cets which d o not accord wi th 
socia l ism. For people wi th no 
re l ig ious belief, th is involves 
reso lu te ly cas t ing off all " l e f t " 
t r a i t s , a n d p r o v i d i n g eve ry ­
th ing possible for n o r m a l re l i ­
gious ac t iv i t ies . 

For C h i n a to deve lop the 
idea of i n c o r p o r a t i n g re l igion 
in to social ism ins tead of each 
e l im ina t i ng the o t h e r has been 
a major b r e a k t h r o u g h for re­
sea rch i n t o r e l i g i o u s i ssues 
d u r i n g Ch ina ' s socialist e ra . 
Religion, History & Culture 

In the past d iscuss ions ac­
ross Ch ina as to how social ism 
can cr i t ica l ly inhe r i t the coun­
t ry ' s h i s to r i ca l and c u l t u r a l 
t r ad i t i ons , some people have 
cons t an t ly r ega rded rel igion as 

lamas at a ceremony in Lhasa's Jokhan Monastery. [)A1 IIMING 

par t of the "d ros s " that should 
be cast aside as useless. This 
ou t l ook , however , reveals a 
r a t h e r meagre knowledge of 
h i s to ry and cu l tu re . Speaking 
at the Third Session of the 
Sixth Na t iona l Commi t tee of 
the Chinese People 's Pol i t ical 
C o n s u l t a t i v e Confe rence in 
1985, Z h a o F u s a n , d e p u t y 
pres iden t of China ' s Ac&demy 
of Social Sciences, under l ined 
this point . He said: 

" T h e his tor ical development 
of l i t e ra tu re , poetry , the fine 
a r t s , music , dance , scu lp ture 
and a rch i t ec tu re , not to men­
t ion phi losophy, ethics , social 
cus toms and na t iona l charac­
ter is t ics , have all been influ­
enced to vary ing degrees by re­
l igion. 

" I f we were to accept the 
views of those who ma in ta in 
tha t all cu l tu re crea ted un­
der the auspices of religious 
though t or sen t iments is fit 
only to be rejected, then do we 
reject the t reasures of Dun-
h u a n g grot toes and the stone 
scu lp tu res at Da tong , Long-
men , Mai j i shan and Dazu? 

" D o we reject Daii te 's Divine 

Comedy, Leonardo da Vinci ' s 
The Last Supper, Raphae l ' s 
Madonna, Michelangelo's fres­
coes in the Sisline C h a p e l , 
John Mil ton 's Paradise Lost 
and Paradise Regained, many 
of the works of Bach, Hande l , 
Mozar t and Beethoven, and all 
the philosophical thought of 
Medieval Europe? Of course 
not, this would be out and out 
foolishness." 

Other l ead ing f igures in 
China have voiced s imi la r 
thoughts . Zhao Puchu , presi­
dent of the China Buddhis t 
Associat ion, said in a speech 
on the re l ig ious impac t of 
Buddhism on Chinese cu l tu re : 

" T h e p rob lem of how to 
treat the re la t ionship between 
religion and cu l tu re faces ev­
ery nat ion at some point in the 
deve lopmen t of i ts c u l t u r e . 
Buddhism has exerted a great 
and positive role in China : it 
has left us with a splendid cul­
tural legacy. But will it play a 
role in promot ing socialist cul­
ture? Cu l tu ra l development is 
a con t inuous process; manifes­
ta t ions of t rad i t ional cu l tu re 
cannot be simply cast aside at 
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w i l l . B e c a u s e o f t h i s , o u r t a s k 
i s t o a s s i m i l a t e t h e v a l u a b l e 
e s s e n c e o f o u r p a p t t o h e l p r e ­
p l e n i s h a n d d e v e l o p s o c i a l i s t 
c u l t u r e . A s B u d d h i s m w a s o n e 
o f t h e m a i n s t r a n d s o f t r a d i ­
t i o n a l C h i n e s e c u l t u r e , i n f o r ­
m u l a t i n g c u l t u r a l s t r a t e g i e s 
f o r t o d a y , w e s h o u l d c o n s c i e n ­
t i o u s l y s t u d y w h a t c o n s t i t u t e s 
i t s e s s e n c e . " 

W a n g M e n g , C h i n a ' s m i n i s ­
t e r o f c u l t u r e , o f f e r e d a t h e o ­
r e t i c a l o v e r v i e w o f a t t i t u d e s 
t o r e l i g i o n i n a n a r t i c l e t i t l e d 
" T h e N a t i o n ' s M o d e r n a n d 
T r a d i t i o n a l C u l t u r e " : 

" T h e p h e n o m e n o n o f r e l i ­
g i o n d o e s n o t e x i s t i n h u m a n 

s o c i e t y a s a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d 
w o r l d o u t l o o k : i t i s a c t u a l l y 
a c u l t u r a l p h e n o m e n o n w h i c h 
i n c l u d e s e t h i c s , t h e a r t s , p s y ­
c h o l o g y , p h y l o s o p h y , s c i e n c e , 
s o c i a l c u s t o m s a n d a c o n ­
d e n s e d e s s e n c e o f a n a t i o n ' s 
s e n t i m e n t . A s f a r as i t s g l o b a l 
v i e w p o i n t i s c o n c e r n e d , M a r x ­
i s t t h e o r y c a n n o t s y m p a t h i z e 
o r a g r e e w i t h r e l i g i o n . B u t as 
a c u l t u r a l p h e n o m e n o n , w s 
s h o u l d t r e a t i t s c i e n t i f i c a l l y . " 

V i e w i n g r e l i g i o n as a c o n s t i ­
t u e n t e l e m e n t o f h i s t o r y a n d 
c u l t u r e , r e g a r d i n g r e l i g i o u s 
p h e n o m e n a as c u l t u r a l p h e n o ­
m e n a , a n d a d o p t i n g i t s u s e f u l 
a s p e c t s t h a t c a n p l a y a p a r t i n 

C h i n a ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a s o ­
c i a l i s t c u l t u r e a r e a l l , p e r h a p s , 
m a j o r b r e a k t h r o u g h s i n r e l i ­
g i o u s r e s e a r c h . T o c o n c l u d e , 
w e q u o t e t h e w o r d s o f G a o 
F a n g , a p r o f e s s o r a t t h e C h i n a 
P e o p l e ' s U n i v e r s i t y i n B e i j i n g . 
I n a n a r t i c l e t i t l e d , " D o e s R e ­
l i g i o n C o n f o r m W i t h S o c i a l ­
i s m , " h e s t a t e s : 

" W e s h o u l d n o t r e g a r d r e ­
l i g i o n as a n o p p o s i t i o n f o r c e 
w h i c h a s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y h a s t o 
b e a r . W e s h o u l d n o t o n l y l o o k 
a t r e l i g i o n ' s n e g a t i v e r o l e , b u t 
s h o u l d t r e a t r e l i g i o n as a c o n ­
s t i t u e n t e l e m e n t o f h i s t o r y a n d 
c u l t u r e , a n d t r y o u r b e s t t o l e t 
i t p e r f o r m p o s i t i v e t a s k s i n s o ­
c i a l i s t c o n s t r u c t i o n . " • 

The Surge in China's Christianity 
by Jiang Zhimin and Xu Zugen 

D u r i n g t h e 1 9 8 0 s , C h r i s ­
t i a n i t y i n C h i n a h a s e x ­
p e r i e n c e d a m a j o r r i s e i n 

p o p u l a r i t y . I n 1 9 8 0 , f o r e x ­
a m p l e , M u e n t a n g C h u r c h i n 
S h a n g h a i w a s f i l l e d w i t h o v e r 
5 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e e v e r y S u n d a y — as 
m a n y a s i t c o u l d h o l d . S i n c e 
t h e n , a n o t h e r 2 2 c h u r c h e s 
h a v e o p e n e d a c r o s s t h e c i t y , 
e a s i n g t h e p r e s s u r e o n t h e p e w s 
a b i t , b u t n o t a l o t : M u e n t a n g 
s t i l l h o l d s t h r e e s e r v i c e s e a c h 
S u n d a y , a n d t h e s e a t s a r e a l ­
w a y s p a c k e d . 

W h e n t h e u p s u r g e s t a r t e d , 
m o s t c h u r c h - g o e r s w e r e e l d e r ­
l y a n d i l l i t e r a t e . O v e r t h e l a s t 
f e w y e a r s , h o w e v e r , t h e p r o f i l e 
o f c o n g r e g a t i o n s h a s c h a n g e d 
m a r k e d l y . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
S h a n g h a i B u r e a u o f R e l i g i o u s 
A f f a i r s , o u t o f 2 0 , 0 0 0 n e w c o n ­
v e r t s , a q u a r t e r a r e i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l s a n d y o u n g p e o p l e . 
A m o n g t h e m a r e p r o f e s s o r s , 
w r i t e r s , d o c t o r s , e n g i n e e r s a n d 
c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s . I n S h e n y a n g 

C i t y i n n o r t h e a s t C h i n a , t h e 
m u n i c i p a l C o m m u n i s t Y o u t h 
L e a g u e C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s a 
s i m i l a r t r e n d : 2 6 p e r c e n t o f 
C h r i s t i a n s a r e y o u n g p e o p l e , 
a n d t h e t o t a l n u m b e r o f C h r i s ­
t i a n s h a s t r e b l e d t o s o m e 6 , 0 0 0 
s i n c e 1 9 8 0 . 

I n W e n z h o u C i t y , Z h e j i a n g 
P r o v i n c e , a n e w c h u r c h c a p ­
a b l e o f h o l d i n g 1 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e 
h a s r e c e n t l y a p p e a r e d i n t h e 
L o n g w a n d i s t r i c t . I t w a s e r e c t ­
e d i n j u s t t h r e e m o n t h s w i t h 
f u n d s ( 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 y u a n ) c o n t r i ­
b u t e d b y 3 , 0 0 0 l o c a l b e l e i v e r s , 
m a n y o f w h o m h e l p e d b u i l d i t . 
I t i s r e p o r t e d t h a t a c r o s s C h i n a 
a b o u t 1 , 0 0 0 n e w c h u r c h e s h a v e 
r e c e n t l y b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d . 

A n a t i o n w i d e s u r v e y i n 1 9 8 2 
p u t t h e n u m b e r o f C h i n a ' s 
C h r i s t i a n s a t m o r e t h a n 3 m i l ­
l i o n — f o u r t i m e s m o r e t h a n 
t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f C h i n a ' s l i b ­
e r a t i o n . B u t b y t h e e n d o f 
1 9 8 7 , t h e f i g u r e h a d r i s e n b y 
a n o t h e r m i l l i o n . 

O b s e r v e r s h a v e p r e d i c t e d 
t h a t t h e s u r g e i n C h r i s t i a n i t y ' s 
p o p u l a r i t y h a s y e t t o p e a k , a n d 
t h e y e x p e c t i t t o s p r e a d f r o m 
t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n c o a s t a l r e ­
g i o n s w e s t w a r d s t o a r e a s i n h a ­
b i t e d b y e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s . 

Psychological and Social 
Background 

W h y h a s C h r i s t i a n i t y h a d 
t h i s r e c e n t s u r g e i n p o p u l a r i ­
t y i n s o c i a l i s t C h i n a ? E x p e r t s 
s u g g e s t m a n y f a c t o r s a r e i n ­
v o l v e d : h i s t o r y , p h i l o s o p h y , 
p s y c h o l o g y , s o c i o l o g y , a n d s o 
o n . R e l i g i o u s b e l i e f i n C h i n a 
c a n b e t r a c e d b a c k t o t h e r e ­
m o t e p a s t . F o r i n s t a n c e , m o r e 
t h a n 1 , 0 0 0 y e a r s a g o B u d d h ­
i s m , T a o i s m , I s l a m a n d C a t h ­
o l i c i s m a l l e x i s t e d . A n d s i n c e 
t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e P e o p l e ' s 
R e p u b l i c i n 1 9 4 9 , t h e y h a v e 
c o m e u n d e r t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f 
C h i n a ' s l a w s u p h o l d i n g f r e e ­
d o m o f r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f . 

O u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s h a v e r e -
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C H I N A 

vealed t h a t the c h i l d r e n of 
Ch r i s t i an pa ren t s usua l ly be­
come C h r i s t i a n s t h e m s e l v e s . 
In te rv iews with some 20 young 
c h u r c h - g o e r s in W e n z h o u 
p roduced the u n a n i m o u s res­
ponse tha t they be l ieved in 
the i r m o t h e r s ' wombs . 

The reasons why people t u r n 
to re l igion are m a n y : to seek 
help f rom God to be r id of 
an i l lness or ove rcome diffi­
cul t ies , to have sins forgiven, 
even out of lonel iness . P e r h a p s 
the p r inc ipa l mot ive unde r ly ­
ing these reasons is a search 
for emo t iona l fu l f i lment . 

As Cl i ina now s tands at the 
p r i m a r y s tage of soc ia l i sm, 
m a n y people are puzzled by 
the m u l t i t u d e of social prob­
lems facing the c o u n t r y . Some 
of these, f inding the s t ruggles 
of eve ryday life a l i t t le h a r d 
to cope with, t u r n to G o d in 
search of solace. 

A n u m b e r of i n t e l l e c t u a l 
conver ts b l a m e the u n h e a l t h y 
p rac t i ces in t he C o m m u n i s t 
Pa r ty and the whole society. 
One young doc tor in W e n z h o u 
said, " T h e P a r t y ' s work styie 
and m a n y social prac t ices arc 
in a mess. A b u s e of power, 
b r ibery , chea t ing and pros t i tu ­
tion are widesp read . I 'm t ired 
of all this . I t ' s a relief to s tep 
inside a c h u r c h and sing 'holy, 
holy, holy. ' T h e n I can hear 
heaven cal l ing m e . " 

A n o t h e r r eason ' for Chr i s ­
t i a n i t y ' s p o p u l a r i t y is t ha t 
while r ap id ly expand ing prod­
uction has he lped real ize ma­
terial a sp i ra t ions , it does no­
thing to fill a sp i r i tua l void. 
M a n y educa ted young people 
have l i t t le to d o in (heir spare 
t ime, and so t u r n to rel igious 
ac t iv i ty . A young C h r i s t i a n 
from, A n h u i said, "We 've had 
no shows or c inemas in our 
townsh ip d u r i n g the last one or 
two years . The c u l t u r a l cent re 
and the mi l i t i a c l u b have 
closed. The Y o u t h League is 
no longer act ive . Wha t else can 

we do but join the religious 
peop le?" 

In vil lages short of heal th fa­
ci l i t ies , people sometimes look 
to God for a cure to their ill­
nesses. In a survey of Chris­
t i ans in H c n a n , A n h u i and 
Zhej iang , we found that 70 
percent believed God was al­
migh ty . 

A n o t h e r reason for Chris­
t ian i ty ' s spread has been the 
work of rclgious groups based 
overseas . In the wake of Chi­
na 's open policy, they broad­
cast Chinese- language gospel 
p rog rammes round the clock, 
and mai l or smuggle Bibles, 
p a m p h l e t s , video and aud io 
casset tes in to the count ry in 
large number s . I t ' s not unk­
nown for them to organize var­
ious u n d e r g r o u n d act ivi t ies . 
Good Sides and Bad 

Watch ing the rise of Chr is­
t i an i t y , m a n y people have 
asked what impact it may have 
on socialist cu l tu re . Wenzhou , 
known as "Ch ina ' s J e rusa l em" 
because it has the largest con­
cen t ra t ion of Chr i s t i ans in the 
coun t ry , offers some pointers . 

There are now some 320,000 
believers l iving in tne city and 
its su r round ing dis t r ic ts and 
count ies . Like all o ther mem­
bers of Chinese society, these 
people wofk and par t ic ipate in 
the coun t ry ' s reform and con­
s t ruc t ion p rogrammes . Indeed, 
a great many of them play 
leading roles in the develop­
ment of Ch ina ' s commodi ty 
economy. In 1984 and 1986, 
conferences were organized in 
Wenzhou at which religious 
believers from across the coun­
try exchanged experiences on 
their con t r ibu t ions to China 's 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n d r i ve . They 
also c o m m e n d e d 232 people 
for ou t s t and ing work achieve­
m e n t s , 207 of whom were 
Chr i s t i ans . 

Our invest igat ions have dis­

covered tha t C h r i s t i a n s are 
par t icu lar ly enthusias t ic about 
performing acts of social ser­
vice. For example, one group 
from the town of Liuwei in 
A n h u i Province learned that 
the local au thor i t ies were plan­
ning to build a new road. They 
immedia te ly arranged for 200 
people to help wi th the project 
using their own tools and sup­
plying their own food. Their 
s t re tch, 50 by 500 metres , was 
soon completed. They asked 
for no th ing in r e t u r n , and 
when offered 800 yuan, poli te­
ly refused it. 

A n o t h e r e lder ly C h r i s t i a n 
from Pingdingshan City, Hen-
an Province, has run a pr iva te 
school for deaf-mutes since she 
ret i red from her government 
post. She now has 14 pupi ls 
— none of whom pay a single 
penny—who she escorts to and 
from their homes each day. 

These people believe they 
work for God. But at the same 
time, they are also working for 
China. And while they hold 
the Ten C o m m a n d m e n t s in 
awe and venera t ion , experts 
point out tha t relgious ethics 
are just one form of social eth­
ics. To honour your parents , 
avoid commi t ing m u r d e r or 
adu l te ry , not to steal or bear 
false witness may be the laws 
of Chr i s t i an i ty , but they are 
also commands to avoid evil 
and abide by secular laws. 
W i t h proper gu idance , they 
are conducive to main ta in ing 
social order . 

However, as we discovered 
in the course of our survey, 
there are o ther sides to the 
coin of Ch r i s t i an p rac t i ces . 
Fami ly assemblies sponsored 
by se l f -appoin ted p reache r s 
are on the increase. Among 
their activit ies are "r iver bap­
t i sms" and "exorcisms to cure 
disease ," some of which have 
had fatal consequences: 

In Shaanxian County , ser­
vices to "dr ive out Sa tan" have 
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The choir of Beijing's Chongwenmen Church celebrate Christmas with carols. L I M i N ' C l A . S u 

a l r eady caused 24 dea ths and 
in jur ies to m o r e t han 30 peo­
ple. 

D u r i n g the eveninji of M a y 
4, 1987, Sun Yingpcng, a self-
appointed p reacher from Lixin 
County, A n h u i " r o v i n c e , sum­
moned 12 fol lowers f rom a 
family g r o u p in the vil lage of 
Li tang. He told t hem, "Bro th ­
ers and s is ters , G o d has re­
vealed to m e tha t the Day of 
J u d g e m e n t is near . The heav­
ens will fall and floods and 
conf lagra t ion will be wides­
pread across the ea r th . Jesus 
has p romised to send a holy 
boat to take us to p a r a d i s e . " 

The fol lowing day, he picked 
seven people f rom the 12, and 
toge ther they went 10 kilo­
m e t r e s to C i h u a i x i n R ive r . 
There they p rayed , sang and 
danced . W h e n night fell, they 
jo ined hands and walked in to 
the r iver . Only one of them 
was saved by local f i shermen. 

Such "col lec t ive a scens ions" 
are by no means r a re events , 
pa r t i cu l a r ly in Ch ina ' s centra l 
south prov inces . The largest 

one recorded involved more 
than 400 people, who only had 
their lives saved through the 
in te rven t ion of <he local gov-
e i n m e n f. 

T h e r e are also reports of 
p reachers using their posit ion 
to seduce women. For exam­
ple, You Shengji from Sixian 
C o u n t y in A n h u i P rov ince 
seduced 16 women , 12 of 
whom were young girls. 

F ina l ly , there are the disrup­
tive act ivi t ies of a handful of 
r e a c t i o n a r y C h r i s t i a n s who 
col lude with subvers ive for­
eign rel igious groups . For a 
t ime , the ac t iv i t i es of the 
"Ca l l e r s "—which included at­
tacks on the C o m m u n i s t Par­
ty, socialism and the patr iot­
ic Chr i s t i an movement—were 
qui te widespread, even to the 
extent of inci t ing riots. 
Attitudes 

Close observers of the cur­
rent surge m Chinese Chris­
t ian i ty believe it should be 
hand led c i rcumspect ly . They 
suggest i ts nega t ive aspects 

should not be exaggerated and 
no measures to " b l o c k " it 
should be adopted. However, 
they also warn of the dangers 
of a laissez-fjriie a t t i tude . The 
correct a t t i tudes and measures 
should be. first, ensuring peo­
ple have the freedom to be­
lieve as they see fit. This free­
dom has two sides; a freedom 
to believe, and a freedom to 
disbelieve. The state must en­
sure that no organizat ions or 
ind iv iduals interfere in ei ther 
of these freedoms. 

And second, it is impera t ive 
for China to dratf more legis­
lat ion concerning religious ac­
t ivity, as at the moment there 
are many loopholes in the law. 
These must inc lude regula­
tions to check the activit ies of 
self-appointed preachers , pun­
ishments for those who break 
the law under the cloak of re­
ligions act ivi ty, and the pow­
ers to d isband reac t ionary or­
ganizat ions col luding with ov­
erseas hostile religious forces. 

(Abr idged from Outlook 
Weekly, overseas edi t ion. 
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Deficit Financing Unsuitable for China 
by Yu Xiaoping 

T
he years s ince 1979, when 
C h i n a began its economic 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g , have seen 

pers is t ing defici ts in the na­
t ional economy, wi th the ex­
cept ion of 1985, when some 
special fac tors b r o u g h t a b o u t a 
sl ight su rp lus . T h e defici ts d id 
not ar ise f rom inc iden ta l er­
rors . in i m p l e m e n t i n g the 
budge t b u t r a t h e r were bu i l t 
in. As a m a t t e r of fact, I t h i n k 
tha t C h i n a has p u r s u e d a defi­
cit f inanc ing pol icy in recen t 
years based on a theory advo­
cated by some economic re­
sea rchers . 

In my op in ion , the appl i ­
ca t ion of a defici t f inanc ing 
t h e o r y r e q u i r e s c e r t a i n pre­
cond i t ions , wh ich h a p p e n to 
be absent in C h i n a . The policy 
will not he lp C h i n a rea l ize its 
goal of l ong- t e rm, s table eco­
nomic g rowth bu t r a t h e r will 
do the reverse . J u d g i n g from 
the p resen t s i tua t ion , the de­
ficit f inanc ing and the subse­
quen t in f la t ion have become 
bar r i e r s to pr ice r e fo rm and 
r u n c o u n t e r to the l ine of esta­
bl i sh ing a new social is t com­
mod i ty economy. 

The deficit pol icy did play a 
posi t ive role in p r o m o t i n g eco­
nomic p rosper i ty in some cap­
italist coun t r i e s , bu t tha t was 
because J o h n Keynes ' s ana lys ­
es of the economic s i tua t ion , 
were in line wi th the ac tua l 
cond i t ions in deve loped capi­
talist coun t r i e s , name ly , a re­
lative- su rp lus of supp ly and 
shor tage of effect ive d e m a n d . 

In C h i n a , the s i t ua t ion is one 
of an i n a d e q u a t e supply and 
an over -hea ted d e m a n d . The 
T h e a u t h o r ! S a s t a f f m e m b e r o f t h e F i n a n c i a l 
S c i e n t i f i c R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e o f t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
F i n a n c e . 

genera l d e m a n d consists of in­
v e s t m e n t d e m a n d and con­
s u m p t i o n d e m a n d , and the lat­
ter depends on the publ ic ' s 
pu rchas ing power. U n d e r the 
sys tem of publ ic ownersh ip of 
the means of p roduc t ion , the 
u l t i m a t e a im of p roduc t ion is 
to satisfy to the m a x i m u m de­
gree the increas ing mate r i a l 
and cu l t u r a l needs of the peo­
ple. Therefore , whenever pos­
sible, as the owner of all en­
terpr ises , the state takes in to 
account the in teres ts of the 
workers and the improvement 
of their l iving condi t ions . In 
recen t years , the s tate has fol­
lowed a policy that permits an 
en te rpr i se to keep a large par t 
of its profi ts and ownersh ip to 
be separa ted from managing 
power, giving a large measure 
of a u t o n o m y to en t e rp r i s e 
m a n a g e r s . However , the re­
l a t i o n s h i p of r e spons ib i l i t y , 
r igh ts and profits among the 
en te rpr i se owner, manage r and 
workers has not been defined 
c lear ly , and therefore cannot 
act as a checking mechanism 
of the en te rp r i se ' s per form­
ance . The manage r is supposed 
to ensure , among o ther things, 
the con t inua l growth of his en­
terpr ise ' s assets, thereby prov­
id ing more profits to the s tate . 
But in real i ty , the manager 
becomes a spokesman for the 
workers for wage rises and big­
ger bonuses . Some even dis t r i ­
bu te goods and al lowances un­
der var ious pretexts in vio­
la t ion of f inancial discipl ine. 
Others go so far as to borrow 
money to d i s t r ibu te as bonuses 
to the i r workers . They do so 
because o the rwise they will 
on ly invi te g rumbl ing and op­
pos i t ion f rom the worke r s . 

This m e c h a n i s m of weak 
checking and strong incent ive 
is the basis for the wide margin 
between fast improvement in 
workers ' incomes and the slow 
rise in labour p roduc t iv i ty , re­
sul t ing in an over- inf la t ion of 
consumpt ion funds. Other fac­
tors include malpract ices , such 
as overstaffing of government 
organs at various levels and 
ex t ravagant feasting at state 
expense. 

As to the demand for invest­
ment funds, there is no possi­
bili ty of supply exceeding de­
m a n d ( i nves tmen t d e m a n d 
falls short of social savings de­
posits) . In capitalist count r ies , 
p roduc t ive inves tmen t s are 
made general ly by capi tal is ts . 
Thei r investments , on the one 
h a n d , are l imi ted by the 
amount of their capi ta l , and 
on the other hand, are influ­
enced 6y the tnveslment envi­
ronment . They will not make 
investments unless they feel 
sure that the ra te of profits 
will be higher than the interest 
rate on loans. Therefore , dur­
ing a period of economic de­
pression when products cannot 
be realized smoothly, a situa­
tion of inadequate investment 
will appear . But in China , pri­
vate inves tment covers only 
a ' sma l l proport ion, while the 
state and slate-owned enter­
prises are the main investment 
cl ients. Because of the influ­
ence of the wrong gu id ing 
ideology for many years in the 
past, leaders at all levels now 
are usual ly over-anxious for 
quick results and hope to ac­
complish more, but these striv­
ings often push the scale of 
const ruct ion beyond the l imits 
of feasibil i ty. The problem of 
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strong incen t ive and weak res­
t r ic t ive m e c h a n i s m s also ex­
ists. As for s ta te i nves tmen t s , 
pol icy-makers often th ink of 
the a d v a n t a g e s t hey m a y 
br ing , of the a d d i t i o n a l in­
crease in o u t p u t va lue and of 
how m a n y e m p l o y m e n t oppor­
tuni t ies they will p rov ide , bu t 
th ink less abou t the ac tua l eco­
nomic benefi ts to be de r ived 
from the i n v e s t m e n t s , because 
even if p roper benef i t s cannot 
be ach ieved , they as policy­
m a k e r s wi l l not suf fer any 
loss. So, the i r only res t r ic t ion 
is w h e t h e r they can make fin­
anc ia l d e p a r t m e n t s a l l oca t e 
more money . 

E n t e r p r i s e i n v e s t m e n t has 
the same cha rac te r i s t i c . En te r ­
prise i nves tmen t , m a i n l y from 
produc t ion d e v e l o p m e n t funds 
of an en te rpr i se ' s r e m a i n i n g 
profits and b a n k loans , shou ld 
be m a d e use of c a u t i o u s l y . 
Neve r the l e s s , because en te r ­
prises which u t i l ize bank loans 
erijoy the p re fe ren t i a l t reat­
ment of " r e p a y i n g loans be­
fore pay ing t axes , " they are al­
lowed to r epay the i r loans with 
add i t iona l prof i t s and taxa­
tion from i n v e s t m e n t . Since in 
pract ice new and old profi ts 
and t axa t ion a re very diff icul t 
to s e p a ' - a c, en te rp r i ses can re­
pay ihei r loajis wi th prof i ts 
and taxes p roduced by thei r 
or ig ina l e q u i p m e n t . So an en­
terpr ise 's i nves tmen t policy is 
not res t r ic ted by the necessi ty 
of r epay ing loans . As far as the 
en terpr i ses are concerned , as 
long as they can get loans , the 
more i nves tmen t the bet ter . 
T h e m o r e i n v e s t m e n t they 
gain, the l a rger the scale of 
the en te rp r i se is, the h igher its 
o u t p u t va lue and the larger its 
workforce and staff. The posi­
t ion of the en te rp r i se will con­
sequent ly be enhanced . U n d e r 
such a m e c h a n i s m , i nves tmen t 
d e m a n d is res t r ic ted only by 
the accessibi l i ty of loans . 

Only when banks want to re­

t rench credi ts can the possibil­
ity arise of inves tment demand 
fal l ing lower than the vo lume 
of savings deposi t s . On the 
con t r a ry , the slightest fai lure 
to observe cau t ion may result 
in an over- large scale of capi­
tal cons t ruc t ion which exceeds 
the l imits of the na t ion ' s ca­
pac i ty . P r a c t i c e s ince the 
founding of ' the People 's Re­
publ ic of Ch ina has proved 
this . 

The expansion of inves tment 
d e m a n d also fu r the r s t imu­
lates consumpt ion demand , be­
cause a pa r t of cap i t a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i nves tmen t can 
t r a n s f o r m in to c o n s u m p t i o n 
funds th rough the channel of 
service charges , becoming pur­
chas ing power in the hands of 
the masses. 

F r o m the above-ment ioned 
two aspects we can see that 
China does not have the condi­
t ions leading to over-brisk to­
tal supply and inadequa te ef­
fective d e m a n d , but it fre­
q u e n t l y faces the s i t u a t i o n 
in which total supply cannot 
meet tota l demand . In an eco­
nomic env i ronmen t where de­
mand far exceeds supply, to 
p romote expansive fiscal and 
mone ta ry policies would cer­
tainly seem like adding fuel to 
the f lames. 

China ' s measures for han­
dl ing and ca lcula t ing f inancial 
deficits differ from those of 
Western count r ies . This may 
give some people a false im­
pression that a l though some 
defici ts have arisen in China 
in recent years, the n u m b e r is 
smal l and is not to be surprised 
at . They consider that a fin­
ancia l deficit s imply indicates 
tha t the government has bor­
rowed t empora r i ly idle social 
pu rchas ing power, and that it 
will not lead to inflat ion. But 
in fact, the deficits announced 
by the Chineses gove rnmen t 
— that is, book def ic i ts—are 
only a p a r t of [fic real deficits. 

They express only the balance 
between expendi ture and in­
come after pu t t ing debts in to 
f inancial income. 

If we say over-large deficits 
in Western countr ies will lead 
to inf lat ion indirect ly , China ' s 
measures to make up deficits 
will probably touch off infla­
t ion d i r ec t ly . In theory , if 
banks can t ighten the money 
marke t , reduce the scale of 
loans and tu rn a part of the 
total purchas ing power, repre­
sented by savings depos i t s , 
in to f inancial control , this will 
not cause inflat ion. Yet this 
canno t be accompl i shed in 
China for the following rea­
sons: 

1. China 's na t iona l economy 
is one in which demand ex­
ceeds supply and there is a 
considerable pressure of de­
mand for var ious funds, and 
in which the cu r ren t bank in­
terest rate has become a nega­
tive one, lower than the infla­
tion rate . These factors fur ther 
res t ra in savings deposits and 
s t imula te the ini t ia t ive of en­
terprises to seek loans. In this 
s i t ua t i on , banks inev i t ab ly 
confront fund shortages and 
have no surplus funds to sup­
port f inance. 

2. Even if the centra l au­
thori t ies manda to r i ly t ightens 
money marke t , this will be res­
isted openly or in secret by en­
terprises. The lat ter may t ry 
to use their l imited funds on 
ilem.s of e x p e n d i t u r e which 
should be cut down while caus­
ing those items which should 
be completed to confront fund 
shor tages . As a resu l t , the 
i tems which should be re­
t renched cannot be re t renched 
(such as capi tal cons t ruc t ion) , 
but the i tems which should 
not be cur ta i led are cur ta i led 
(such as reasonable c i rcula t ing 
capi ta l ) . 

3. Because the paternal is t ic 
re la t ionship between the gov­
e rnment and enterprises has 
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A Village 
By the Lhasa River (II) 

Over the past three decades, the population of Xiangga 
Village has quadrupled: diseases have been brought under 
control and everyone qualifies for free medical care. Yet, 
because of age-old concepts and traditions, much work 
remains to be done in the sphere of public health. Without 
a revolution in ways of thinking, it looks unlikely that 
standards of hygiene can be raised further. 

by Our Staff Reporters Zhang Wei and Yang Xiaobing 

s t i l l n o t b e e n s e v e r e d , w h e n 
e n t e r p r i s e c a p i t a l i s i n s h o r t 
s u p p l y a n d e n t e r p r i s e o p e r ­
a t i o n s m e e t d i f f i c u l t i e s , l o c a l 
g o v e r n m e n t s a t a l l l e v e l s w i l l 
p u t p r e s s u r e o n t h e b a n k s t o 
p r o v i d e l o a n s , r e n d e r i n g a n y 
p o l i c y o f r e t r e n c h m e n t e x ­
t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t t o p e r s i s t i n . 

S i n c e t h e b a n k s t h e m s e l v e s 
c a n n o t e f f e c t i v e l y c o n t r o l t h e 
v o l u m e o f c r e d i t , t h e i r r e ­
s e r v e s b e c o m e o v e r d r a w n a n d 
t h e y c a n o n l y r e l y o n i s s u i n g 
b a n k n o t e s t o s o l v e t h e p r o b ­
l e m . T h e r e f o r e , a s t h i n g s 
s t a n d , f i n a n c i a l d e f i c i t s a r e 
s u r e t o l e a d t o i n f l a t i o n . 

U n q u e s t i o n a b l y , t h e b u i l t - i n 
b u d g e t d e f i c i t s o f r e c e n t y e a r s 
h a v e l a i d a h e a v y f i n a n c i a l 
b u r d e n o n t h e f u t u r e . I n f u ­
t u r e y e a r s t h e e c o n o m i c s t r u c ­
t u r a l r e f o r m s w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
d e e p e n w h i l e i n d u s t r i a l a n d 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o i n c r e a s e s t e a d i l y , 
a n d a l l o f t h i s w i l l r e q u i r e 
s t r o n g f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t . H o w ­
e v e r , t h e r e p a y m e n t o f t h e 
p r i n c i p a l a n d i n t e r e s t h a s b e ­

c o m e o n e o f t h e m o s t d e m a n d ­
i n g f i n a n c i a l e x p e n d i t u r e s . I n 
t h e p a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s , i n c o m e 
f r o m l o a n s h a s b e e n g r e a t e r 
t h a n e x p e n d i t u r e i n r e p a y m e n t 
o f t h e p r i n c i p a l a n d i n t e r e s t . 
T h e p e a k o f d e b t r e p a y m e n t 
w i l l a p p r o a c h a f t e r 1 9 9 0 . I t i s 
p r e d i c t e d t h a t t h e a n n u a l d e b t 
r e p a y m e n t w i l l a c c o u n t f o r 
a b o u t 15 p e r c e n t o f t h e t o t a l 
f i n a n c i a l e x p e n d i t u r e — i . e . 15 
p e r c e n t o f t h e a n n u a l f i n a n c i a l 
e x p e n d i t u r e c a n n o t b e o n e c o ­
n o m i c c o n s t r u c t i o n o r o n p r o ­
j e c t s s u p p o r t i n g t h e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f t h e v a r i o u s s e c t o r s . 
T h i s w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y i n t e r ­
f e r e w i t h f i n a n c i a l c o n t r o l 
o v e r t h e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y , 
w e a k e n i t s f u n c t i o n o f m a c r o s ­
c o p i c c o - o r d i n a t i o n a n d c o m ­
p o u n d i t s d i f f i c u l t i e s i n s u p ­
p o r t i n g a l l t h e r e f o r m s f i n a n ­
c i a l l y . 

A t p r e s e n t , i n f l a t i o n h a s b e ­
c o m e a m a j o r o b s t a c l e t o d e e ­
p e n i n g t h e r e f o r m s a n d h a s r e ­
t a r d e d t h e p r i c e r e f o r m . T h e 
s u c c e s s i v e f i n a n c i a l d e f i c i t s 
c o n s t i t u t e o n e o f t h e m a j o r 

W a l k i n g a l o n g t h e m a i n 
p a t h o f X i a n g g a V i l ­
l a g e , w e t r o d o n c o w 

d u n g , a s h , s a w d u s t a n d s a n d . 
C u r l y - h a i r e d d o g s a n d p i g ­
l e t s w a n d e r e d h e r e a n d t h e r e 
a m o n g u n u s e d t r a c t o r s a n d 
c a r t s i n t h e o p e n s p a c e s b e ­
t w e e n h o u s e s . O c c a s i o n a l l y w e 
s a w c h i l d r e n w i t h s c h o o l b a g s 
s l u n g a c r o s s t h e i r s h o u l d e r s o r 
w o m e n w i t h b a s k e t s o n t h e i r 
b a c k s . T h e i r f a c e s w e r e a l l 
t a n n e d a h e a l t h y p u r p l i s h 
b r o w n b y t h e s t r o n g r a y s o f t h e 
s u n o n t h e p l a t e a u . W i t h T i b e ­
t a n N e w Y e a r d r a w i n g n e a r , 
t h e f r a g r a n c e o f b u t t e r w a f t e d 

c a u s e s o f t h e p r e s e n t i n f l a t i o n . 
T h e r e f o r e , t o i m p r o v e t h e e c o ­
n o m i c e n v i r o n m e n t a n d -"e-
d u c e i n f l a t i o n , i t i s n e c e s s a r y 
t o r e s o l u t e l y r e d u c e f i n a n c i a l 
d e f i c i t s . T h e o r e t i c a l l y , i t i s i m ­
p e r a t i v e t o g i v e u p t h e v i e w 
t h a t t h e f i n a n c i a l d e f i c i t a n d 
i n f l a t i o n m a y p r o m o t e e c o n o ­
m i c g r o w t h , a n d i n s t e a d , s e t 
u p c o r r e c t g u i d i n g i d e o l o g y o f 
" s e e k i n g t r u t h f r o m f a c t - " a n d 
" a c t i n g a c c o r d i n g t o s t r e n g t h . " 

T o b a s i c a l l y o v e r c o m e t h e 
f i n a n c i a l d e f i c i t a n d c o n t r o l 
i n f l a t i o n i s e x t r e m e l y d i f f i ­
c u l t , e v e n p a i n f u l . Y e t u n l e s s 
t h i s i s d o n e , t h e c o u n t r y w i l l 
b e f o r c e d t o s h o u l d e r i n c r e a s ­
i n g l y h e a v y b u r d e n s . T o a v o i d 
a l o n g e r a n d m o r e p a i n f u l p r o ­
c e s s i n t h e f u t u r e , i t i s b e t t e r t o 
d e c i d e o n s a c r i f i c i n g s o m e o f 
t h e s p e e d o f e c o n o m i c g r o w t h 
f o r t h e t i m e b e i n g a n d t o s t r i v e 
t o r e a c h a m o r e f a v o u r a b l e 
t u r n i n t h e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y 
i n a s s h o r t a t i m e a s p o s s i b l e . 
T h i s w i l l e n a b l e t h e e c o n o m i c 
s t r u c t u r a l r e f o r m t o p r o c e e d 
i n a g o o d m a c r o s c o p i c e c o n o ­
m i c e n v i r o n m n e t . • 
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from man\  homes where pre­
parat ions were in fuJI swing 
for the ce lebra t ion. 

I h e winter air was clear, yet 
still some flies buzzed a r o u n d . 
A villager told us that in sum­
mer there were m a n y more 
flies. They a t tack people in 
flocks. Every year t h rough un­
til au tumn , many people fell 
victim to d ia r rhoea and enter­
itis. Perhaps this wasn' t a sur­
prising fact with the presence 
of so many disease ca r r i e r s : 
flies, mosqui toes , g roups of 
dogs and heaps of r u b b i s h . 
But, for the past three decades , 
local people have been improv­
ing hygiene s t anda rds , while 
the government has been send­
ing mobi le m e d i c a l g roups 
with drugs and medic ines and 
conduct ing regular checkups 
on ch i ld ren . Al l th i s has 
helped check disease. 

More than 30 years ago, half 
the vi l lage p o p u l a t i o n d ied 
when smal lpox swept the local­
ity. An aged vil lager told us 
that then the corpses were 
piled up on a nearby hill for 
celestial bu r i a l—to be chopped 
into small pieces and then ea­
ten by birds of prey. The sur­
vivors of the disease are now 
all old, but their pi t ted faces 
still bear tes t imony to its rav­
ages. 

G r a n d m a Zhuoga , 71 , told 
us that 30 years ago the vil lage 
had no doctor . When women 
went into labour , people left 
them to it and let n a t u r e take 
its course. She herself had giv­
en bir th to 11 ch i ldren , but six 
of them had died of disease or 
p remature del ivery. 

" W h e n e v e r I knew 1 was 
p regnan t , I was scared to 
death . I was afraid the child 
would not su rv ive , " the old 
woman told us wi th tears in 
her eyes. Looking despai r ingly 
towards the heavens and fon­
dling a str ing of prayer beads, 
she cont inued, 'T had no extra 
nutr i t ious food dur ing my con-

D a w a a n d h e r f a t h e r . 

f i n e m e n t s , and 
my ch i ld ren only 
had thin gruel to 
eat. I'hey were so 
v.'cak they of ten 
fell v ic t im to di­
s ea se . " One of 
her babies caught 
p n e u m o n i a a! 
four . Power less , 
she could do no­
th ing but wa tch 
the child die. 'Tf 
it h a p p e n e d no­
wadays , we could 
give h im penici l ­
l in , " she s ighed. 
Other women in 
the village fared 
no b e t t e r : T h e y 
also gave b i r th to many child­
ren, but many died. So they 
then gave b i r th to more . 

" M o r e ch i ld ren means hap­
piness and h o n o u r . They are 
the signs of a f lour ishing fam­
i ly ," the old woman added . In 
the vi l lage, most women over 
50 have had more than four 
ch i ld ren . 

However , Dawa , the th i rd 
daugh te r - in - l aw of G r a n d m a 
Z h u o g a , ins i s ted t h a t two 
ch i ld ren were more, t han en­
ough for her . N o w an accoun­
tant aged 26, she gave b i r th to 
her first baby in 1984. In the 
25 years since democra t i c re­
form in Tibet in 1959, l iving 
s t a n d a r d s had g rea t ly im­
proved . When she was first 
p r e g n a n t , her mo the r - i n - l aw 
bough t her 200 eggs, a long 
with beef, noodles , honey and 
o the r n u t r i t i o u s food. Since 
Tibet ' s peaceful l ibera t ion in 
the ear ly 1950s, all T ibe tans 
have enjoyed free med ica l 
care . No one pays for check­
ups, in -pa t ien t t r ea tmen t and 
d r u g s . A n e t w o r k of more 
than 2,000 hospi ta ls and clin­
ics takes care of all hea l th 
work in the a u t o n o m o u s re­
gion. Xiangga Vil lage falls un­
der the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the 

Z H . W t , W E I 

Lhasa People 's Hospital , The 
day before her first bab} was 
due , Dawa 's husband sent her 
to the hospi ta l on a t rac tor . 
The child, weighing 3.1 kilo­
g r a m m e s , was b o i n in a 
br ight , c lean and quie t operat­
ing thea t re . Her second chi ld , 
born in 1988, was even bigger 
at 3.5 k i l o g r a m m e s . W h e n 
we interviewed her , she was 
breast feeding the baby. She 
told us tha t a l though the s tate 
does not p rac t i se the " o n e 
child fami ly" policy in Tibet 
as in o ther par ts of China , she 
does not want a th i rd chi ld . 
" I t takes too much energy and 
t ime to br ing up a chi ld . I pre­
fer to spend my hours helping 
my husband in his side-line 
occupat ion to br ing in more 
m o n e y . " She then ment ioned 
ano the r village woman who 
had given b i r th to six ch i ldren 
"She 's foolish. I'm not going to 
spend my whole life just bring­
ing up ch i ld ren . " 

Dawa told us tha t every 
chi ld in the village was issued 
a heal th card at b i r th . The lo­
cal hospital sends doctors over 
r egu l a r l y to give c h i l d r e n 
phys ica l check-ups and all 
sorts of p reven t ive inocula ­
t ions . With hea l th care well 
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l o o k e d a f t e r , n o t a s i n g l e c h i l d 
h a s d i e d o f d i s e a s e i n t h e l a s t 
t w o d e c a d e s . W i t h t h i s t h r e a t 
r e m o v e d , t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f 
X i a n g g a V i l l a g e h a s g r o w n 
f r o m a r o u n d 8 0 i n 1 9 5 9 t o 3 2 0 
n o w . 

A l l t h e y o u n g m a r r i e d w o m ­
e n i n t h e v i l l a g e h a v e k n o w ­
l e d g e o f c o n t r a c e p t i o n . S o m e 
t a k e t h e p i l l , a n d s o m e u s e o t h ­
e r c o n t r a c e p t i v e s , a l l o f w h i c h 
t h e s t a t e p r o v i d e s f r e e . 

W h i l e w e w e r e c h a t t i n g , D a -
w a ' s h u s b a n d c a m e i n . A l ­
t h o u g h n o t o f i m p o s i n g s t a ­
t u r e , h e w a s c l e a r l y s t r o n g a n d 
c a p a b l e . T w o y e a r s y o u n g e r 
t h a n h e r , t h e y g o t t o k n o w 
e a c h o t h e r a t s c h o o l a n d f e l l i n 
l o v e w h e n h e o f t e n c a m e o v e r 
t o w o r k i n t h e s a m e t e a m . T w o 
y e a r s l a t e r , t h e y t o l d t h e i r p a r ­
e n t s a b o u t t h e a f f a i r a n d m a r ­
r i e d . M o s t y o u n g p e o p l e i n t h e 
v i l l a g e c h o o s e t h e i r o w n s p o u s ­
e s , a n d m a r r i a g e s a r r a n g e d b y 
p a r e n t s a r e r a r e e v e n t s . T h e 
y o u n g w o m e n u s u a l l y c h o o s e 
h o n e s t , c a p a b l e b o y s w i t h r e ­
g u l a r f e a t u r e s . N o b e t r o t h a l 
g i f t s a r e a s k e d b y t h e w o m e n ' s 
f a m i l y a n d n o m a r r i a g e c e r t i ­
f i c a t e s a r e i s s u e d . U s u a l l y t h e 
u n i o n i s a n n o u n c e d w i t h a 
w e d d i n g p a r t y . 

" W h a t ' s t h e u s e o f t h a t p i e c e 
o f p a p e r i f a c o u p l e r e a l l y f a l l 
i n l o v e ? " D a w a a s k e d . S h e 
t h e n s e t a b o u t a n s w e r i n g t h e 
q u e s t i o n h e r s e l f . " Y o u n g p e o ­
p l e h a v e s t a r t e d t o g e t m o r e 
s e r i o u s a b o u t g e t t i n g t h e c e r ­
t i f i c a t e . " T h i s i s n o t j u s t b e ­
c a u s e t h e g o v e r n m e n t w a n t s 
t h e c o u p l e t o g o t h r o u g h t h e 
p r o c e d u r e , b u t a l s o b e c a u s e 
w o m e n a r e c o m i n g t o r e a l i z e 
t h a t t h i s " p i e c e o f p a p e r " 
c a n p r o t e c t t h e m f r o m b e i n g 
a b u s e d b y t h e i r h u s b a n d s . 
P r i n c i p a l l y , i t r e q u i r e s a g r e e ­
m e n t f r o m t h e w i f e b e f o r e t h e 
h u s b a n d c a n g e t a d i v o r c e a n d 
f i n d a n o t h e r w o m a n . I t a l s o 
g u a r a n t e e s a f a t h e r ' s d u t y t o 
p r o v i d e s u b s i s t e n c e f o r h i s 

c h i l d r e n a f t e r a d i v o r c e . " W i t h 
t h a t p i e c e o f p a p e r , w o m a n 
w o n ' t b e p u t a t a d i s a d v a n ­
t a g e . " 

D a w a t o l d u s o f o n e c o u p l e 
w h o w e n t t o t h e v i l l a g e g o v ­
e r n m e n t . T h e m a n w a n t e d a 
d i v o r c e , b u t t h e w o m a n d i d n ' t . 
H a v i n g l e a r n t t h a t t h e c o u ­
p l e h a d n o m a r r i a g e c e r t i f i ­
c a t e , t h e o f f i c i a l s a i d h e w a s 
p o w e r l e s s t o i n t e r f e r e a s t h e i r 
m a r r i a g e w a s n o t l e g a l l y r e ­
c o g n i z e d . E v e r s i n c e , m o r e a n d 
m o r e w o m e n h a v e b e e n t o t h e 
v i l l a g e g o v e r n m e n t w i t h t h e i r 
h u s b a n d s t o g e t t h e c e r t i f i c a t e . 
" I ' l l g o t o o s o m e d a y s o o n , " 
D a w a t o l d u s . 

W e s a w b o t t l e s o f s h a m p o o , 
c o l d c r e a m a n d p e r f u m e i n D a -
w a ' s r o o m . B u t s h e s a i d s h e 
o n l y u s e d t h e m d u r i n g f e s t i ­
v a l s o r o n v i s i t s t o r e l a t i v e s . 
L i k e m o s t o f p e o p l e i n t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e , X i a n g g a p e o p l e 
s e e m e d t o p a y l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n 
t o t h e i r c l o t h e s a n d p e r s o n a l 
h y g i e n e . T h e i r c o l l a r s w e r e 
d i r t y a n d g r e a s y s t a i n s o f t e n 
s e e n d o w n t h e f r o n t o f t h e i r 
j a c k e t s . S o m e p e o p l e c l e a r l y 
n e v e r w a s h t h e i r f a c e s . Y e t 
t h e y a l l l o o k e d h e a l t h y a n d 
n o n e t h e l e s s , D a w a h a s v e r y 
g o o d t e e t h : s h e b r u s h e s t h e m 
e v e r y d a y . 

W e h a d l u n c h a t D a w a ' s 
h o u s e . S h e u s e d a n e w t o w e l , 
w i p i n g t h e , b o w l s a g a i n a n d 
a g a i n b e f o r e d i p p i n g t h e m i n 
b o i l i n g w a t e r a n d g i v i n g u s 
s o m e n o o d l e s . B u t h e r p a r e n t s , 
i n a n o t h e r r o o m , s t i l l u s e d 
t h e i r h a n d s t o p u t zanba 
( r o a s t e d qingke b a r l e y f l o u r ) 
i n t o t h e i r m o u t h s . 

" C o m p a r e d w i t h u r b a n p e o ­
p l e , o u r s t a n d a r d s o f h y g i e n e 
a r e r a t h e r p o o r , " s h e s a i d . 
" B u t c o m p a r e d w i t h o u r p a r ­
e n t s , t h e y h a v e r i s e n m a r k e d ­
l y . " D a w a ' s p a r e n t s d o n o t 
k n o w w h a t s c e n t e d s o a p a n d 
t o o t h p a s t e a r e . F o r y e a r s , t h e y 
h a v e w o r n t a t t e r e d T i b e t a n 
r o b e s . Y e t f o r D a w a ' s g e n e r a ­

t i o n , s c e n t e d s o a p a n d t o o t h 
p a s t e a r e c o m m o n d a i l y i t e m s . 
A l l t h e s a m e , a l t h o u g h D a w a 
h a s e n o u g h c l o t h e s f o r h e r t o 
c h a n g e e v e r y d a y , s h e c o n t i n ­
u e s t o w e a r t h e s a m e g a r m e n t s . 
" W h a t ' s t h e p o i n t ? N o o n e 
b o t h e r s . W e h a v e t o w o r k , 
m i l k t h e c o w , c o o k m e a l s . . . . e v ­
e r y d a y . " 

W h e n w e a s k e d w h y n o o n e 
t o o k c a r e o f t h e r u b b i s h p i l e s , 
c o w d u n g a n d t h e w a n d e r i n g 
d o g s i n t h e v i l l a g e , s h e s m i l e d 
a n d q u e r i e d , " M a n y p l a c e s i n 
L h a s a a r e l i k e t h i s , a r e n ' t 
t h e y ? " 

A l t h o u g h a d v a n c e s h a v e 
b e e n r e a l i z e d i n p u b l i c h y ­
g i e n e i n X i a n g g a V i l l a g e , i n 
m a n y w a y s i t r e m a i n s a b a c k ­
w a r d p l a c e . W i t h o u t a c l i n i c , 
f o r e x a m p l e , t h e v i l l a g e r s h a v e 
t o g o t o L h a s a f o r e v e n t h e 
m o s t m i n o r o f i l l n e s s e s . B u t 
p a r t o f t h i s b a c k w a r d n e s s c a n 
b e a t t r i b u t e d t o i n g r a i n e d h a ­
b i t s : e v e r y h o u s e h o l d h a s a l a ­
v a t o r y , a n d t h e p u b l i c o n e s a r e 
s p o t l e s s , y e t m a n y p e o p l e d o n ' t 
b o t h e r t o u s e t h e m . S i m i l a r l y , 
d e s p i t e t h e p r e s e n c e o f d i s e a s e -
c a r r y i n g f l i e s , m o s q u i t o e s a n d 
w a n d e r i n g d o g s , t h e p e o p l e a d ­
h e r e s t e a d f a s t l y t o t h e i r 
c e n t u r i e s - o l d t r a d i t i o n t h a t 
n o t h i n g l i v i n g s h o u l d b e 
k i l l e d . E v e n w h e n t h e y f i n d a 
f l e a o r b e d b u g o n t h e i r c l o t h e s , 
t h e y d o n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n 
b r u s h i t a w a y . 

T h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n i s c l e a r : 
o n t h e o n e h a n d t h e p e o p l e 
u s e m o d e r n m e d i c i n e s , i n o c u ­
l a t i o n s a n d t h e f a c i l i t i e s o f 
L h a s a h o s p i t a l t o h e l p w a r d o f f 
o r c o m b a t d i s e a s e , b u t o n t h e 
o t h e r t h e y r e f u s e t o u s e p e s ­
t i c i d e s , f l y k i l l e r s a n d o t h e r 
p r e v e n t a t i v e m e a n s t o e r a d ­
i c a t e i t s b r e e d i n g g r o u n d s . I t 
l o o k s a s i f i n X i a n g g a V i l l a g e 
t h e r e w i l l b e n o u l t i m a t e v i c t o ­
r y f o r t h e h y g i e n i c r e v o l u t i o n 
w i t h o u t a n i n i t i a l c h a n g e i n 
s o m e a s p e c t s o f t h e v i l l a g e r s ' 
w a y o f t h i n k i n g . • 
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New Tourist Items 

The Japanese Hirata Dance Troupe on tour in China. 

T
h e C h i n a P e a c e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
T o u r i s m C o r p . ( C P I T C ) , u n d e r 
t h e S o o n g C h i n g L i n g F o u n d a ­

t i o n , w i l l i n t r o d u c e s o m e n e w t o u r i s t 
i t e m s t o a t t r a c t m o r e t o u r i s t s t h i s 
y e a r . 

I t s m a n a g e r M a L i a n y u s a i d t h e 
m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g o n e s w i l l b e t h e 
p a n d a - t r e k t o u r a n d C h i n e s e t r a d ­
i t i o n a l w e d d i n g t o u r . 

H o w a b o u t b e i n g p h o t o g r a p h e d , o r d i n i n g w i t h C h i n e s e r o y a l ­
t y ? O r y o u c a n j o i n a n o n - k i l l i n g s a f a r i - t r e k t h r o u g h p a n d a 
c o u n t r y . 

S t i l l n o t f u l f i l l e d ? T h e n w h y n o t g o t h r o u g h t h e r i t u a l s o f a 
t r a d i t i o n a l C h i n e s e w e d d i n g c e r e m o n y . 

A l l t h e s e a r e j u s t s o m e o f t h e a d v e n t u r e s t h a t m a r k a n e w 
p h a s e o f f e r e d b y C P I T C t h a t h a v e b e e n s e l l o u t s . 

O n t h e R o y a l T o u r , o n e w a l k s t h r o u g h t h e c o u r t s w h e r e 
e m p e r o r s u s e d t o r e i g n . O f t e n , t h e b r o t h e r o f C h i n a ' s l a s t e m p e ­
r o r , P u l i e w i l l h o n o u r t o u r i s t s b y d i n i n g w i t h t h e m w i t h t h e 
p o m p a n d s p l e n d o u r o f t h e Q i n g D y n a s t y i m p e r i a l t r a d i t i o n . 
W i d o w o f C h i n a ' s l a s t e m p e r o r P u Y i , L i S h u x i a n w i l l e v e n p o s e 
w i t h g u e s t s i n a g r o u p p i c t u r e . 

T h e n t h e r e i s t h e p a n d a t r e k t h r o u g h t h e f o r e s t s o f s c e n i c 
S i c h u a n P r o v i n c e ' s p a n d a p r e s e r v e . T h e a d v e n t u r e b r i n g s t r a v ­
e l l e r s a d e e p e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e p a n d a ' s e n v i r o n m e n t a n d 
h o w t h i s r a r e a n i m a l h a s h a r m o n i z e d i t s e l f w i t h t h e l o c a l p o p u ­
l a t i o n . 

W h o e v e r i s t h e f i r s t t o s p o t a n y t r a c e s o f a w i l d p a n d a s u c h as 
i t s f o o t p r i n t s o r d r o p p i n g s w i l l b e a w a r d e d , s a y s M a L i a n y u . 

T h o s e w h o w a n t t o g o t h r o u g h a n o r i g i n a l w e d d i n g , o r v / a n t t o 
d o i t a l l o v e r a g a i n , c a n c h o o s e f r o m t w o t y p e s o f t r a d i t i o n a l 
m a r r i a g e c e r e m o n i e s . T h e r e i s t h e m a r r i a g e h e l d b y a m i n o r i t y 
n a t i o n a l i t y i n G u i z h o u P r o v i n c e . T h e n t h e r e i s a n o l d f a s h i o n 
H a n m a r r i a g e i n t h e r u r a l a r e a s o f S h a n d o n g P r o v i n c e . 

A l l t h e l o c a l m a r r i a g e c u s t o m s a n d r i t u a l s a r e g o n e t h r o u g h 
a c c o r d i n g t o C P I T C , a n d o n e c a n t a k e h o m e t h e e v i d e n c e o n a 
v i d e o t a p e , s i n c e t h e w h o l e t h i n g i s p r e s e n t e d as a w e d d i n g 
p r e s e n t as s o u v e n i r s . 

C P I T C , f o u n d e d i n 1 9 8 6 , i s t h e " S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s " o f t h e 
C h i n e s e t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y w h i c h f i l l s t h e n i c h e f o r s p e c i a l t o u r i s t 
i d e a s a n d n e e d s . 

I t h a s b a c k e d u p f o r e i g n a r t t r o u p e s c o m i n g t o C h i n a s u c h as 
t h e U . S . c o u n t r y m u s i c t r o u p e , t h e A u s t r a l i a n q u a r t e t , t h e 
J a p a n e s e G a g a k u ( a n c i e n t c o u r t d a n c e ) T r o u p e a n d t h e J a ­
p a n e s e S a d o ( t e a c e r e m o n y ) G r o u p a n d s o o n . 

T h e i r s e r v i c e s a l s o c a t e r f o r t o u r i s t s ' i n t e r e s t s i n wushu ( m a r ­
t i a l a r t s ) , qigong ( d e e p b r e a t h i n g h e a l t h e x e r c i s e s ) , a c u p u n c t u r e 
a n d b u s i n e s s s u r v e y s . T o u r i s t s n o t o n l y c a n e n j o y s i g h t s e e i n g 
t h r o u g h o u t C h i n a , b u t a l s o c a n h a v e C P I T C c o m p l i m e n t t h e i r 
o w n i n t e r e s t s a n d b u s i n e s s . 
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BAI KANGBING 

T o v i s i t i n g b u s i n e s s m e n 
C P I T C h a s p r o v e d a b l e s s i n g 
b y h e l p i n g t h e m a r r a n g e a p ­
p o i n t m e n t s w i t h s t a t e l e a d e r s , 
c o n t a c t i n g f a c t o r i e s t h e y w i s h 
t o v i s i t , a r r a n g i n g d i s c u s s i o n s 
a n d n e g o t i a t i o n s , p r o v i d i n g 
t r a n s l a t o r s , s e c r e t a r i e s , l e g a l 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s a n d a d v e r t i s i n g . 

by Han Baocheng 

News in Brief 
• A t p r e s e n t C h i n a h a s 

1 , 3 0 0 h o t e l s j o i n t l y f u n d e d 
w i t h f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s , c o n ­
t a i n i n g 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 g u e s t r o o m s . 
I n o r d e r t o c a t c h u p s t e p 
b y s t e p w i t h t h e i n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l s t a n d a r d i n t h e f i e l d s o f f a ­
c i l i t i e s , m a n a g e m e n t s a n d s e r ­
v i c e s , . C h i n a ' s t r a v e l h o t e l s 
w i l l m a k e a n a l l - r o u n d s t a r -
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n e v a l u a t i o n i n t h e 
m a i n t r a v e l c i t i e s . I n t h e l a s t 
t w o m o n t h s o f 1 9 8 8 , B e i j i n g 
a n d G u a n g z h o u h a d t a k e n t h e 
l e a d i n r u n n i n g t h e t r a i n i n g 
c l a s s f o r s t a r - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i n 
t h e i r h o t e l s w i t h t h e h e l p f r o m 
t h e W o r l d T o u r i s m O r g a n i z a ­
t i o n . 

• I n 1 9 8 9 , t h e S t a t e T r a v e l 
a n d T o u r i s m A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
w i l l a t t e n d , n e a r l y 2 0 t i m e s , 
s a l e s e x h i b i t i o n s i n t h e a c t i v e 
t r a v e l h u b s o f m a i n f o r e i g n 
c o u n t r i e s a n d m a k e a r r a n g e ­
m e n t s w i t h t r a v e l e n t e r p r i s e s 
t o p r o m o t e t h e s a l e s o f p r o d ­
u c t s a b r o a d . • 
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Liulichang: Cultural Street in Beijing 
G O N G R E N RIBAO 
(Workers' Daily) 

O f Beijing's 4,550 or so 
s t ree ts , on ly L iu l i chang 
Stree t is ce lebra ted for 

its c u l t u r a l a t t r a c t i o n s and its 
long h is tory . 

A fac tory wh ich m a n u f a c ­
tu red special g lazed t i les for 
impe r i a l cons t ruc t ion was es­
tab l i shed the re ear ly in the 
M i n g D y n a s t y ( 1 3 6 8 - 1 6 4 4 ) . 
L iu l i chang , the Chinese word 
for th is fac tory , became the 
n a m e of the s t ree t . 

Ea r ly in the Qing D y n a s t y 
(1644-1911) , L iu l i chang Street 
deve loped i n t o a p lace fre­
q u e n t e d by ref ined scholars . 
At tha t t ime, most officials of 
the H a n na t i ona l i t y l ived out­
side t he X u a n w u n i e n G a t e . 
Some gui ld ha l l s were esta­
bl ished n e a r b y and officials, 
m e r c h a n t s and scholars wait­
ing to take the i m p e r i a l exam­
ina t i on often met the re . Even­
tua l ly , the l a n t e r n fair , held 
once a year , was moved the re . 
Fac to r s l ike these m a d e for the 
c rea t ion of a c u l t u r a l a tmos­
phere . 

Since the pub l i ca t i on of Si 
Ku Quan Shu d u r i n g the reign 
of E m p e r o r Q ian long between 
1736 and 1795, ed i to r s and 
wr i te r s ga the red at L iu l i chang 
to read books . Th i s led to the 
se t t ing up of s t ands one after 
a n o t h e r by co l l e c to r s f rom 
o ther pa r t s of the c o u n t r y . Mo­
reover , t r ades connec ted with 
an t iques , pa in t ing , ca l l ig raphy 
and c u l t u r a l life in genera l de­
veloped rap id ly . 

In 1980, the Chinese gov­
e r n m e n t res tored L iu l i chang , 
which had fal len in to d i s repa i r 
over the years . The s t reet is 
now paved A ' i th b r icks . The 
bu i ld ings , in the i r fo rmer his­
to r i ca l s ty le , a r e of c lass ic 
beau ty and e legant tas te . Shop 
windows d isp lay pa in t ings m 

great var ie ty . The ca l l igraphy 
on s ign-boards is simple and 
v igorous . Shops line for more 
t h a n one k i lomet re offering 
a var ie ty of del ights : ancient 
books, inscr ip t ions on ancient 
b ronzes and stone tablets , cer­
a m i c s , r u b b i n g s f rom s tone 
ca rv ings , pa in t ings , cal l igra­
phy , the four t r e a s u r e s of 
the s tudy (wr i t ing brush , ink 
st ick, ink slab and paper ) , and 
hand ic ra f t ar t ic les . Now, with 
the expansion of tour i sm, this 
cu l t u r a l s t reet has become the 
focus of a t t en t ion of scholars 
t h r o u g h o u t , t h e world. 

Here , in Liu l ichang, is the 
Ch ina Bookstore, one of the 
biggest deal ing in ancient and 
old books of its k ind. It plays 
a specia l role in co l lec t ing 
Chinese ancient books, r u b ­
bings from stone inscr ip t ions 
and books of rubbings , as well 
as var ious kinds of old books, 
newspape r s and magaz ines , 
and .sells p r in t ed anc ien t 
books, books on the s tudy of 
ancient books, ar t of a rchaeo­
logical s ignif icance, p ic ture al­
b u m s and wri t ing mater ia l s . 
To the west there is the famous 
Rongbaozha i , an old cu l tu ra l 
shop set up in 1672. Its wood 
e n g r a v i n g s and w a t e r c o l o u r 
block pr in t s are well known 
b o t h in C h i n a and ab road , 
especially since l ibera t ion. The 
r e p r o d u c t i o n s of a r t work 
made at Rongbaozha i are in­
d is t inguishable from the ori­
ginal . For ins tance , du r ing his 
l i fe t ime, Qi Baishi, the famous 
pa in te r , could not d is t inguish 
be tween his own o r ig ina l 
pa in t ings and the r ep roduc ­
t ions . In add i t i on to wood 
e n g r a v i n g s and w a t e r c o l o u r 
block pain t ings , Rongbaozha i 
deals ma in ly in pa in t ings and 
ca l l ig raphy by modern ar t is ts , 
sells h igh-grade wri t ing brush­
es, ink st icks, ink slabs and 

paper and on cons ignmen t 
mounts ancient or modern cal­
l igraphy and paint ings by fa­
mous art is ts . 

The Yidege , Ch ina ' s first 
fac tory m a k i n g p repa red 
Chinese ink, went into opera­
tion in 1865. Its products can 
be used for both wri t ing and 
pa in t ing . The ink is br ight , 
writes smoothly, dries easily, 
and does not fade or spread. 

There are many old shops in 
Liul ichang which for years 
have been deal ing in ceramics , 
gold, silver and copper ware, 
white marble , tablets of the 
Tang Dynasty and cal l igraphy 
and paint ings of the Song and 
Y u a n . T h e s e famous shops 
m a i n l y i nc lude Baoguzha i , 
Yunguzha i , G u a n f u z h a i and 
Yueya tang . 

The J iguzhai is an old shop 
which special izes in copy­
ing, dea l ing in and repa i r ­
ing Chinese cul tura l relics. Its 
reproduc t ions of mura l s , var­
ious ancient painted pot tery , 
t r i-coloured glazed pot tery of 
the Tang Dynasty and rub­
bings from ancient bronzes, as 
well as it repr in ts of ancient 
paint ings are exactly like the 
originals and enjoy great pres­
tige both at home and abroad. 

Since r e c o n s t r u c t i o n in 
1980, great changes have also 
taken place in other old shops, 
i n c l u d i n g G u y i z h a i , which 
special izes in folk ar t s and 
craf ts ; Hua iy inshan tang deal­
ing with old ancient books; 
Shop of the Four Treasures of 
the S tudy; Wenshengzha i sell­
ing l a n t e r n s ; R u i c h e n g z h a i 
dea l ing in var ious kinds of 
silk boxes; Y u e h a i x u a n en­
gaging in Chinese t radi t ion­
al musical i n s t rumen t s ; Cui-
wenge deal ing in var ious ma­
terials and t o d s for making 
seals , - red ink paste and seal 
boxes ; and Z h e n y u n g e and 
Hongyunge selling pearls , jew­
elry and jade . 

(December 3, 1988) 
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Ten-Year Reform in 
Chinese Enterprises 
Q I Y E G U A N L I 
( E n t e r p r i s e M a n a g e m e n t ) 

T O S t i m u l a t e e n t e r p r i s e 
e c o n o m y a n d i n v i g o r a t e 
t l i e e n t e r p r i s e s , a s e r i e s 

o f p o l i c i e s a n d m e a s u r e s h a v e 
b e e n a d o p t e d o v e r t h e r e c e n t 
t e n y e a r s t o p r o m o t e e c o n o m i c 
s t r u c t u r a l r e f o r m . T h e f o l l o w ­
i n g a r e s o m e o f t h e m a i n 
a c h i e v e m e n t s : 

• T o a c e r t a i n d e g r e e , 
C h i n e s e e n t e r p r i s e s h a v e t h e 
p o w e r t o m a k e t h e i r o w n d e c i ­
s i o n s o n p l a n n i n g . S t a t e m a n ­
d a t o r y p l a n s d e c r e a s e d : t h e 
v a r i e t i e s o f i n d u s t r i a l p r o d ­
u c t s m a n a g e d d i r e c t l y b y t h e 
s t a t e f e l l f r o m a r o u n d 1 2 0 t o 
6 0 a n d t h a t o f g o o d s a n d m a ­
t e r i a l s o f u n i f i e d d i s t r i b u t i o n 
d r o p p e d f r o m 2 5 6 t o 2 6 ; e n t e r ­
p r i s e s h a v e m o r e p o w e r o v e r 
p r o d u c t i o n a r r a n g e m e n t s a n d 
h a v e a c e r t a i n r i g h t t o m a r k e t 
t h e i r p r o d u c t s . 

• T h e l e a d i n g s y s t e m i n r u n ­
n i n g e n t e r p r i s e s h a s b e e n r e ­
f o r m e d . O w i n g t o i n t r o d u c t i o n 
o f t h e s y s t e m u n d e r w h i c h d i ­
r e c t o r s o r m a n a g e r s a s s u m e 
f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , m o r e t h a n 
6 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e s t a t e - o w n e d 
e n t e r p r i s e s h a v e e l i m i n a t e d 
c o n f u s i o n i n p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
h a v e s e p a r a t e d o w n e r s h i p 
f r o m m a n a g e r i a l a u t h o r i t y . 

• I n d i s t r i b u t i o n , e n t e r p r i s ­
es h a v e m o r e p o w e r o v e r d e ­
c i s i o n s . O w i n g t o i m p l e m e n t a ­
t i o n o f t h e s y s t e m o f l i n k i n g 
w a g e s t o e c o n o m i c r e s u l t s i n 
m a n y e n t e r p r i s e s , t h e e c o n o ­
m i c c o n t r a c t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
s y s t e m i s b e i n g p e r f e c t e d a n d 
r e s p o a s i b i l i t i e s , p o w e r s a n d i n ­
t e r e s t s a r e k n i t t e d t o g e t h e r 
c l o s e l y . 

• E n t e r p r i s e s h a v e m o r e 
p o w e r t o a l l o c a t e f i n a n c i a l r e ­
s o u r c e s . W i t h t h e i n c r e a s e i n 

t h e p o r t i o n o f t h e p r o f i t s k e p t 
b y t h e e n t e r p r i s e s y e a r a f t e r 
y e a r , e n t e r p r i s e s c a n m a k e 
o u t s i d e i n v e s t m e n t i n t h e 
f o r m o f j o i n t m a n a g e i n e r . t , 
c o - o p e r a t i o n o r c o m p e n s a t o r y 
t r a d e w i t h o t h e r c o m p a n i e s . 

• E x p e r i m e n t s i n d i v e r s i f i e d 
e c o n o m y h a v e b e e n c o n d u c t e d . 
S i n c e a d o p t i o n o f t h e e c o n o ­
m i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y s y s t e m , v a r ­
i o u s k i n d s o f c o n t r a c t i n g be ­
t w e e n e n t e r p r i s e s , e n t e r p r i s e -
t o - e n t e r p r i s e a n n e x a t i o n , t h e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y s y s t e m i n m a n ­
a g i n g p r o p e r t y , l e a s i n g s y s t e m 
a n d s h a r e h o l d i n g s y s t e m , e n ­
t e r p r i s e s h a v e b e g u n t o s e l e c t 
q u a l i f i e d m a n a g e r s , d i r e c t o r s 
a n d o t h e r p e r s o n n e l t h r o u g h 
c o m p e t i t i o n a n d c a r r y o u t o p ­
t i m i z e d o r g a n i z a t i o n o f l a ­
b o u r . 

• T e c h n o l o g i e s i n e n t e r p r i s ­
es h a v e d e v e l o p e d r a p i d l y . 
O v e r t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s , 
C h i n e s e e n t e r p r i s e s h a v e m a d e 
f u l l u s e o f t h e i r a c c u m u l a t e d 
f u n d s a n d s t a t e l o a n s t o i m p o r t 
a d v a n c e d t e c h n o l o g y a n d e n ­
g a g e i n t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a ­
t i o n . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e s t a t e -
o w n e d e n t e r p r i s e s h a v e c o m ­
p l e t e d a b o u t 2 9 7 , 0 0 0 t e c h n o l ­
o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n s b e t w e e n 
1 9 8 1 a n d 1 9 8 7 a n d a c q u i r e d 
2 1 3 . 1 b i l l i o n y u a n w o r t h o f 
e q u i p m e n t , m a k i n g u p a r o u n d 
3 4 7 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r f i x e d as ­
s e t s m 1 9 8 0 . 

• L a t e r a l e c o n o m i c t i e s 
s h o w a n e w d e v e l o p m e n t . O v e r 
t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s a n u m b e r o f 
n a t i o n a l , t r a n s - r e g i o n a l a n d 
t r a n s - d e p a r t m e n t a l g r o u p s o r 
a s s o c i a t i o n s o f e n t e r p r i s e s 
h a v e b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d . A t p r e ­
s e n t t h e r e a r e n e a r l y 1 , 0 0 0 
l a r g e e n t e r p r i s e g r o u p s i n 
C h i n a . 

• I n o r d e r t o i m p r o v e t h e 

q u a l i t y o f p r o d u c t s , c u t d o w n 
o n t h e c o n s u m p t i o n o f r a w m a ­
t e r i a l s , i m p r o v e e c o n o m i c r e ­
s u l t s a n d g u a r a n t e e s a f e t y i n 
p r o d u c t i o n , C h i n e s e e n t e r p r i s ­
es h a v e b e g u n t o p u t m o r e 
s t r e s s o n m a n a g e m e n t a n d t h e 
i m p r o v e m e n t o f e n t e r p r i s e 
q u a l i t y . 

• R u n n i n g v a r i o u s k i n d s o f 
t r a i n i n g c l a s s e s h a s b r o u g h t t o 
l i g h t a n u m b e r o f c a p a b l e 
b u s i n e s s - m i n d e d e n t r e ­
p r e n e u r s . 

• L a w s o n e n t e r p r i s e m a n -
I a g e m e n t , b a n k r u p t c y , c o n ­

t r a c t i n g a n d l e a s i n g h a v e b e e n 
; p r o m u l g a t e d . 

(No. 12, 1988) 

\e L i f e S p a n 
In China 
ZHONGGUOLAONIAN 
( C h i n a ' s E l d e r l y ) 

B e f o r e 1 9 4 9 , t h e a v e r a g e 
l i f e s p a n f o r C h i n e s e p e o ­
p l e w a s o n l y a b o u t 3 5 

y e a r s , t h e l o w e s t i n t h e w o r l d 
a t t h a t t i m e . S i n c e t h e f o u n d ­
i n g o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f 
C h i n a , h o w e v e r , p e o p l e ' s m a ­
t e r i a l l i f e a n d m e d i c a l s e r v i c e 
h a v e s h o w n g r e a t i m p r o v e ­
m e n t a n d t h e d e a t h r a t e h a s 

• b e e n r e d u c e d b y a l a r g e m a r ­
g i n . A s a r e s u l t , t h e a v e r a g e 
l i f e s p a n h a s i n c r e a s e d r a p i d -

; l y a n d h a s n o w r e a c h e d 6 8 . 9 2 
y e a r s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o s t a t i s t i c s p u b -
; l i s h e d b y t h e S t a t e S t a t i s t i c a l 

B u r e a u , t h e a v e r a g e l i f e s p a n 
i o f p e o p l e i n t o w n s i s h i g h e r 

t h a n t h a t o f p e o p l e i n c i t i e s , 
I t h a t o f p e o p l e i n c i t i e s i s h i g h ­

e r t h a n t h a t o f p e o p l e i n t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e . I n 1 9 8 1 , f o r i n s t -

: a n c e , t h e a v e r a g e l i f e s p a n f o r 
p e o p l e i n t o w n s w a s 7 1 . 4 y e a r s , 

: w h i l e i t w a s 7 0 . 8 5 f o r u r b a n 
I r e s i d e n t s a n d 6 7 . 1 7 f o r r u r a l 

d w e l l e r s . 
I ( N o v . 11, 1988) 
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Price War Hits Ca 

C ompet i t ion between man­
u fac tu r e r s has under ­
mined the export price of 

Chinese carpets . The problem 
has emerged with the rapid ex­
pansion in the number of or-
ganniza t ions with export pow­
ers fol lowing re form of the 
country ' s foreign t rade system 

Accord ing to Cai Shuming of 
the China Chamber of Com­
merce for Impor te r s and Ex­
porters of Foodstuffs , Nat ive 
P roduce and A n i m a l By­
produc t s , since rights to man­
age carpet export business were 
delegated to ' provincia l level, 
the n u m b e r of companies spe­
cialized in sending carpets ov­
erseas has more than doubled 
from 30 to 66. 

Prices have held up for some 
types of carpets , such as ancient 
imi ta t ion ones made from silk 
and na tu ra l coloured wool, Cai 
said, but the lack of central ­
ized government management 
had caused a serious drop in the 
prices of other kinds. 

In order to gain a larger slice 
of the marke t or increase their 
foreign exchange ea rn ings , 
some companies have cut their 
prices dras t ical ly , in same cases 
to noth ing more than the costs 
of product ion . 

As a resul t , despi te r is ing 
costs for domes t ic wool and 
process ing, Ch ina ' s b l anke t s 
have been selling well. 

Cai said repeated injunct ions 
from the China Foodstuffs , Na­
tive Produce and A n i m a l By­
produc t s Corp . not to sell be­
neath a cer ta in price had prod­
uced l i t t le effect. 

Problems have recent ly been 
exacerbated by shortages of raw 
mater ia ls . Short supply of high-
qua l i t y domes t i c wool from 
China ' s northwest has led to in­
creased impor ts of lower-grade 
foreign wool. Whi le expor t s 
still use Chinese wool, u n l e s / 
30 

rpet IVIakers 
output can be increased, the 
qual i ty of carpets for sale over­
seas would fall within three to 
five years, 

j China now has nearly 400 
carpets factories employing a 
total of 500,000 people. Last 

! year, their overseas sales earned 
i USS350 mil l ion, making the 
j count ry the world's third larg­

est carpet exporter. The Unit­
ed States, which bought car­
pets worth US$90 million, was 
China 's biggest customer, fol­
lowed by the Federal Republic 
of Germany and Japan. 

Some 80 percent of China's 
carpet are h a n d m a d e . The 
country 's three leading brands 
are Fengchuan from 7'ianjin, 
which last year earned US$70 
million from exports. Seagull 
Gu i l l emot from Shandong 
Province with US$60 million, 
and Peacock from Hebei Prov­
ince with US$50 million. 

by Yue Haitao 

Build up in 
Overseas Work 

D espite the depressed state 
of in ternat ional construc­
tion, China signed con­

tracts valued at US$2 billion to 
supply labour for overseas pro­
jects last year, an official from 
the Ministry of Foreign Econo­
mic Relations and Trade re­
ported recently. He said con­
s t ruc t ion work involving 
US$1.2 billion of the contract­
ed volume was fulfilled and 
100,000 labourers were sent ov­
erseas, 40,000 more than in 
1987, 

China first entered the inter­
nat ional construct ion business 
in 1979. Its total contract value 
in the past ten years up to the 
end of last m o n t h stood at 
US$10.3 bi l l ion and about 

USS5.89 billion of the contract­
ed volume was completed. To­
day, 85 companies are involved 
in ei ther contracting projects or 
supplying labour. Already more 
than 300,000 labourers have 

j been sent abroad to projects in 
j 118 countries and regions ar-
i ound the world. 

The official said China's com­
panies had been welcomed over-

; seas because they fulfilled their 
' contracts on schedule, and of-
I fcred guaranteed work quali ty 
j and cheap labour. With the ac-
j cumulation of experience, the 
! scope of construction has ex-
I panded. To start with, China 
I concentra ted on straightfor-
1 ward contracts such as residen­

tial housing, but more recently 
companies have smarted branch­
ing out into larger-scale and 
more complex projects such as 
power stations, harbours and 

I chemical plants. And whereas 
i initially China mainly supplied 
j labourers, it now sends increas-. 

ing numbers of technicians and 
managerial personnel. 

Looking at the current state 
of the construction market , the 

j official said fierce competi t ion 
was forcing many companies to 
drop prices and cut profit mar­
gins. He added that Chinese 
companies were being placed at 
a disadvantage because of the 
government 's current campaign 
to cut domestic construct ion 
and control production of steel 
products, cement and timber, 

j However, the official said, 
j the internat ional market still 

offered great potential. He cit­
ed the normalization of rela­
tions with the Soviet Union as 
an area rich in possibilities. Al­
ready China has sent 3,000 la­
bourers across the border, with 
another 4,000 to follow soon. 
China also hopes to do business 
with Iran and Iraq in their 

j post-war recons t ruc t ion pro-
j grammes. But the majority of 
j projects are likely to remain 

concentrated in Middle East, 
Hong Kong and Macao. 

by Li Ping 
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BUSINESS/TRADE 

Left: Stalls of ttie Beijing Foreign Economic Trade Fair '89. Bight: Foreign visitors examine handicraft articles. 
YUE HAITAO and SONG UANFENG 

Trade Fair Sells Well 

B u s i n e s s d e a l s v a l u e d a t 
U S $ 1 1 0 . 6 m i l l i o n w e r e 
r e a c h e d d u r i n g t h e t e n 

d a y s o f t h e B e i j i n g F o r e i g n 
E c o n o m i c T r a d e F a i r ' 8 9 , 
w h i c h c l o s e d o n M a r c h 2 . 

B u s i n e s s m e n f r o m H o n g 
K o n g a n d M a c a o w e r e t h e b i g ­
g e s t b u y e r s a t t h e f a i r , s i g n i n g 
a g r e e m e n t s w o r t h U S $ 4 1 . 2 1 
m i l l i o n , w h i l e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , J a p a n 
a n d W e s t e r n E u r o p e c o m m i t ­
t e d t h e m s e l v e s t o s p e n d i n g 
U S $ 4 6 . 6 1 m i l l i o n . 

E l e c t r i c a l a n d m e c h a n i c a l 
p r o d u c t s a c c o u n t e d f o r m o r e 
t h a n a q u a r t e r o f t h e d e a l s , 
w i t h c o n t r a c t s v a l u e d a t 
U S $ 2 9 . 0 9 m i l l i o n b e i n g 
s i g n e d . G a r m e n t s w e r e t h e 
n e x t b i g g e s t , w i t h a g r e e m e n t s 
t o t a l l i n g U S $ 1 0 . 2 7 m i l l i o n . 
K n i t t e d c o t t o n p r o d u c t s , h a n ­
d i c r a f t s a n d l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l 
g o o d s a l s o p r o v e d p o p u l a r . 

S o m e 7 9 5 o f t h e f o r e i g n b u s ­
i n e s s m e n a t t h e f a i r s t r u c k 
d e a l s o f o n e f o r m ' o r a n o t h e r 
— a r o u n d 4 6 p e r c e n t o f a l l t h e 

o v e r s e a s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s w h o 
t u r n e d u p . 

O n e b u y e r s a i d t h e a d v a n ­
t a g e o f d o i n g b u s i n e s s w i t h 
B e i j i n g w a s t h e r e l i a b i l i t y o f 
i t s c o m p a n i e s . A l t h o u g h t h e y 
m a y b e i n e f f i c i e n t a n d t h e l e a d 
t i m e w a s o f t e n l o n g , t h e c o n ­
t r a c t f u l f i l l m e n t r a t e w a s h i g h , 
h e s a i d . 

Z h a n g M i n g , d i r e c t o r o f t h e 
B e i j i n g F o r e i g n E c o n o m i c R e ­
l a t i o n s a n d T r a d e C o m m i s s i o n 
a n d o n e o f t h e f a i r ' s o f f i c i a l s , 
e s t i m a t e d t h e c o n t r a c t f u l f i l l ­
m e n t r a t e w o u l d n o t b e l o w e r 
t h a n 7 0 - 8 0 p e r c e n t . 

by Yue Haitao 

News in Brief 
• T h i s S e p t e m b e r , B e i j i n g ' s N a t i o n a l i t i e s C u l ­
t u r e P a l a c e w i l l h o s t a w e e k - l o n g " T e a a n d 
C h i n e s e C u l t u r e " e x h i b i t i o n t o p r o m o t e s a l e s 
o f C h i n e s e t e a a n d t e a s e t s . 

T e a ' s r o l e i n C h i n e s e c u l t u r e a n d h i s t o r y 
w i l l b e t h e e x h i b i t i o n ' s c e n t r a l t h e m e , a n d 
h u n d r e d s o f C h i n e s e t e a s e t s a n d v a r i e t i e s o f 
C h i n e s e t e a w i l l b e o n d i s p l a y . T e a s e l l e r s a n d 
b u y e r s f r o m C h i n a a n d a r o u n d t h e w o r l d w i l l 
b e i n v i t e d . 

I n 1 9 8 8 , C h i n a e x p o r t e d 1 9 7 , 0 0 0 t o n s o f t e a , 
m a k i n g i t t h e w o r l d ' s t h i r d l a r g e s t t e a e x p o r t ­
e r . I t w a s t h e w o r l d ' s l a r g e s t e x p o r t e r o f g r e e n 
t e a . 
• T h e C h i n a N a t i o n a l F o r e i g n T r a d e T r a n ­
s p o r t a t i o n C o r p . e a r n e d p r o f i t s o f 3 3 0 m i l l i o n 
y u a n i n 1 9 8 8 , m a k i n g i t o n e o f C h i n a ' s m o s t 

p r o f i t a b l e c o r p o r a t i o n s . 
T h e c o r p o r a t i o n h a s 5 0 , 0 0 0 e m p l o y e e s a n d 

5 6 b r a n c h e s . A m o n g t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l a r e ; 
C h i n a B u s i n e s s M a r i n e C o r p . , w h i c h h a n ­

d l e d 1 0 0 m i l l i o n t o n s o f f r e i g h t i n 1 9 8 8 . W i t h 
a l m o s t 1 0 0 o c e a n - g o i n g c a r g o s h i p s , i t i s C h i ­
n a ' s s e c o n d b i g g e s t s h i p p i n g c o m p a n y a f t e r 
t h e C h i n a O c e a n S h i p p i n g C o m p a n y . 

C h i n a S h i p p i n g A g e n c y , w h i c h a c t e d a s a n 
a g e n t f o r 2 , 3 5 8 C h i n e s e a n d f o r e i g n s h i p s l a s t 
y e a r . 

S i n o t r a n s A i r f r e i g h t F o r w a r d i n g C o . , w h i c h 
l a s t y e a r h a n d l e d 4 4 , 0 0 0 t o n s o f c a r g o a n d 
d e l i v e r e d 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 e x p r e s s b u s i n e s s i t e m s . 

C h i n a N a t i o n a l F o r e i g n T r a d e T r a n s p o r t a ­
t i o n C o r p . , w h i c h o w n s 1 0 , 0 0 0 c a r g o c o n t a i ­
n e r s a n d l a s t y e a r t r a n s p o r t e d 1 8 3 , 1 0 9 c o n t a i ­
n e r l o a d s . • 
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China's 10 Best Athletes of 1988 

W ho are Ch ina ' s ten best a th le tes of 1988? Thei r selection was organized by the capi ta l ' s 20 
news o r g a n i z a t i o n s u n d e r the sponsorship of the Beijing Lisheng Sports Service Cen t re , 
and the resu l t s a n n o u n c e d not long ago at the Beijing In te rna t iona l Hotel . Xu Yanmei 

heads the list, and is fol lowed by Lou Yun, G a o Min , Chen Jing, Yang Wenyi , Nie Weiping, Chen 
Longcan , Wei Q i n g g u a n g , Li Meisu and Z h u a n g Yong. 

Xu Yanmei, 17, won Ch ina ' s first Olympic gold meda l in Seoul at the 24th Olympic Games by 
coming in first in the women ' s p la t fo rm diving compet i t ion . She also took the gold medal in this 
event at the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Div ing Inv i t a t iona l T o u r n a m e n t held in Canada in May 1988, and has 
I c e n selected one of C h i n a ' s 10 besi divers of 1988. 

Lou Yun, 24, whose n i c k n a m e is "k ing of the vau l t ing horse , " won the Olympic men's vaul t ing 
hor:.c c o m p e t i t i o n in Seoul , add ing to his golds taken at the 23nd Olympiad at Los Angeles and 
at the event of floor exercise at the 24ih World Gymnas t i c Championsh ips . This is the second 
t ime he has been chosen as one of Ch ina ' s ten best a thletes . 

Gao Min, 18, won gold meda l s one after ano the r in the women's spr ingboard diving at the 1986 
Wor ld C h a m p i o n s h i p s , the 1987 Wor ld C u p and the 24th Seoul Olympic Games in 1988. In 
add i t ion , she won gold meda ls seven t imes in this event at i n t e rna t iona l diving compet i t ions held 
in N e w Zea l and , A u s t r a l i a , Ch ina , C a n a d a and the Uni ted States. With these achievements , she 
was p laced at the top of Ch ina ' s ten best divers of 1988, 

Chen Jing, 20, won the Seoul Olympic women's table tennis singles t i t le. At the 39th World 
Table Tenn i s C h a m p i o n s h i p s , she and o ther members won the Corbi l lon Cup in the women's team 
event . She c a m e in second in the mixed doubles at an in te rna t iona l t ou rnamen t held in China in 
1988. 

Yang Wenyi, 17, keeper of the world 50-metre freestyle record, is the first Asian woman 
s w i m m e r to b reak the world record . At the Seoul Games , she was the silver medal winner in the 
50-metre freestyle event and came up from at the 4x l00 -me t r e freestyle relay. In 1988, she won 
four gold meda l s at the Th i rd As ian Swimming Championsh ips and up to now retains three Asian 
37 BEIJING REVIEW, MARCH 20-26, 1989 



Yi Culture: Latest Studies 

T
h e Y i n a t i o n a l i t y p e o p l e 
i n v e n t e d a n d b e g a n t o u s e 
i t s u n i q u e s o l a r c a l e n d a r 

a s e a r l y a s 6 , 0 0 0 t o 7 , 0 0 0 y e a r s 
a g o . T h i s d i s c o v e r y w a s m a d e 
b y t w o Y i n a t i o n a l i t y s c h o l a r s 
a f t e r a f i v e - y e a r i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
i n m o r e t h a n t e n c o u n t i e s i n 
Y u n n a n , S i c h u a n a n d G u i -
z h o u p r o v i n c e s . 

T h e Y i c a l e n d a r d i v i d e s o n e 
y e a r i n t o f i v e s e a s o n s a n d t e n 
m o n t h s ; a m o n t h i s c o m p o s e d 
o f 3 6 d a y s . T h u s , a y e a r i s 
m a d e o f 3 6 0 d a y s , w i t h f i v e 
d a y s l e f t o v e r f o r f e s t i v a l s . 
T h i s t y p e o f c a l e n d a r i s v e r y 
a c c u r a t e i n m e a s u r i n g s e a s o n s 
a n d d a y s . 

T h e t w o s c h o l a r s a l s o d i s ­
c o v e r e d t h a t t h e t h r e e - s t o r e y , 
p y r a m i d - s h a p e d a n c i e n t t o m b s 
c o m m o n i n a r e a s w h e r e t h e Y i 
n a t i o n a l i t y r e s i d e a r e a l l l o c a t ­
e d f a c i n g i n a n o r t h - s o u t h 
d i r e c t i o n . L o o k i n g s o u t h w a r d 
f r o m t h e t o m b s , o n e m a y 
w a t c h t h e m o v e m e n t s o f t h e j 
s u n i n o r d e r t o d e f i n e t h e s e a - | 
s o n s , a n d l o o k i n g n o r t h w a r d | 

o n e c a n s t u d y t h e m o v e o f t h e 
" h a n d l e " o f t h e B i g D i p p e r t o 
p r e d i c t t h e c l i m a t e . S o , t h e s e 
t o m b s a c t u a l l y f u n c t i o n e d a s 
a n o b s e r v a t o r y i n a n c i e n t 
t i m e s . T h i s d i s c o v e r y , w h e n 
p u b l i s h e d i n a b o o k i n 1 9 8 5 , 
c a u s e d a s e n s a t i o n a m o n g 
t h o s e s t u d y i n g s o c i o l o g y a n d 
e t h n o l o g y . 

T h e t w o s c h o l a r s a r e L i u 
G u a n g h a n a n d L u Y a n g , d i r e c ­
t o r a n d d e p u t y - d i r e t o r o f t h e 
Y i N a t i o n a l i t y C u l t u r e R e - | 
s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e . L o c a t e d i n 
C h u x i o n g P r e f e c t u r e a n d u n ­
d e r t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e j 
Y u n n a n A c a d e m y o f S o c i a l 
S c i e n c e s , t h i s i s t h e f i r s t m i ­
n o r i t y c u l t u r e r e s e a r c h i n s t i - | 
t u t e i n t h e c o u n t r y . F o u n d e d 
i n 1 9 8 4 , i t h a s 16 s t a f f m e m ­
b e r s , m o s t o f w h o m a r e o f Y i 
n a t i o n a l i t y . U n d e r t h e l e a d e r ­
s h i p o f L i u a n d L u , t h e i n s t i - [ 
t u t e ' s r e s e a r c h e r s c o n d u c t a c - j 
t u a l f i e l d s t u d i e s , c o m b i n i n g I 

j i n v e s t i g a t i o n , t e x t u a l r e s e a r c h | 
I a n d t h e s t u d y o f c u l t u r a l r e l - ' 
I i c s . I 

I n r e c e n t y e a r s , b e s i d e s t h e 
b o o k s New Exploration Into 

\ Origin of Chinese Civiliza­
tion a n d The Yi Nationali­
ty's Ten-Month Calendar in 
Chinese Civilization, c o -
a u t h o r e d b y L i u a n d L u , t h e 
i n s t i t u t e h a s a l s o p u b l i s h e d 
m o r e t h a n t e n b o o k s , i n c l u d ­
i n g On the Layers of Totems, 
On the Origin of Markets, Phi­
losophy and Scientific Signif­
icance of the Tiger Astrology 
a n d The Place Names of the Yi 
Nationality and Chinese To­
ponymy. T h e i n s t i t u t e h a s p u b ­
l i s h e d t h e s e a c a d e m i c w o r k s i n 

I a s e r i e s , w h i c h c o n s i s t s o f 3 0 
b o o k s . S i n c e 1 9 8 4 , t h e i n s t i t u t e 
h a s p u t t o g e t h e r a n d p u b l i s h e d 

i a n a n n u a l j o u r n a l c a l l e d Yi 
Nationality Culture, w h i c h i s 
a c o m p i l a t i o n o f t h e l a t e s t d e -

I v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e s t u d y o f t h e 
Y i n a t i o n a l i t y . S o f a r , s i x i s ­
s u e s h a v e b e e n p u b l i s h e d c o v ­
e r i n g t h e f i e l d s o f h i s t o r y , c u l ­
t u r e , s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 

[ s o o n . 
1 I n t h e i n s t i t u t e t h e r e a r e a l s o 
I s o m e l o c a l e x p e r t s c a l l e d B i 
j M o . T h e s e a r e p r i e s t s o f t h e 
! l o c a l r e l i g i o n . I n t h e o l d d a y s , 
I o n l y B i M o s k n e w t h e Y i w r i t -

r e c o r d s . S h e h a s a l s o b e e n s e l e c t e d a s o n e o f C h i n a ' s t e n b e s t s w i m m e r s o f 1 9 8 8 . 
Nie Weiping, 3 6 , c h e s s p l a y e r , h a s m a n y f a n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . N i e r e a c h e d t h e f i n a l o f 

t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l I n g ' s C u p c o m p e t i t i o n a n d s c o r e d C h i n a ' s t h r e e v i c t o r i e s i n t h e a n n u a l S i n o -
J a p a n G o C h e s s c h a l l e n g e . H e w o n C h i n a ' s G o C h e s s S a i n t t i t l e l a s t y e a r . T h i s i s t h e f o u r t h t i m e 
f o r h i m t o b e s e l e c t e d a s o n e o f C h i n a ' s t e n b e s t a t h l e t e s . 

Chen Longcan, 2 3 , a n d Wei Qingguang, 2 6 , w i n n e r s o f t h e 2 4 t h S e o u l O l y m p i c m e n ' s t a b l e t e n n i s 
d o u b l e s t i t l e , r a n k s e v e n t h a n d e i g h t h . T h e y w e r e a l s o d e f e n d i n g c h a m p i o n s a t t h e 3 9 t h W o r l d 
T a b l e T e n n i s C h a m p i o n s h i p s , t h e A s i a n T a b l e T e n n i s C h a m p i o n s h i p s a n d o t h e r c h a m p i o n s h i p s . 
I n a d d i t i o n , C h e n L o n g c a n w a s t h e c h a m p i o n i n t h e m e n ' s s i n g l e s a t t h e 7 t h W o r l d C u p a n d a t o p 
p l a y e r o f t h e w i n n i n g t e a m a t t h e 3 8 t h a n d 3 9 t h W o r l d T a b l e T e n n i s C h a m p i o n s h i p s . I n 1 9 8 8 , h e 
w o n t h e g o l d m e d a l i n m e n ' s s i n g l e s a t t h e A s i a n T a b l e T e n n i s C h a m p i o n s h i p s a n d w o n s i l v e r 
c u p s i n m e n ' s s i n g l e s a t t h e W o r l d T a b l e T e n n i s C u p a n d t h e A s i a n T a b l e T e n n i s C u p , w h i l e W e i 
Q i n g g u a n g w o n t h e c h a m p i o n s h i p i n t h e m e n ' s s i n g l e s a t t h e A s i a n T a b l e T e n n i s C u p c o m p e t i ­
t i o n s . 

L i Meisu, 2 9 , i s a s h o t p u t t e r . S h e w o n t h e b r o n z e a t t h e 2 4 t h S e o u l O l y m p i c G a m e s , t h e o n l y 
m e d a l w i n n e r i n t r a c k - a n d - f i e l d f o r A s i a a t t h e O l y m p i c s . F r o m 1 9 8 4 t o 1 9 8 8 , s h e b r o k e A s i a n 
r e c o r d s i n t h e w o m e n ' s s h o t p u t 2 0 t i m e s a n d i n d o o r A s i a n r e c o r d s i n t h i s e v e n t e i g h t t i m e s . T h i s 
i s t h e f o u r t h t i m e f o r h e r t o b e s e l e c t e d o n e o f C h i n a ' s t e n b e s t t r a c k - a n d - f i e l d a t h l e t e s . 

Zhuang Yong, 1 6 , i s s i l v e r m e d a l w i n n e r i n t h e w o m e n ' s 1 0 0 - m e t r e f r e e s t y l e i n S e o u l i n a d d i t i o n 
t o c o m i n g i n f o u r t h a t t h e 4 x l 0 0 - m e t r e f r e e s t y l e r e l a y c o m p e t i t i o n . A t p r e s e n t s h e s t i l l r e t a i n s 
t w o A s i a n b e s t s c o r e s . S h e w a s a l s o s e l e c t e d a s o n e o f C h i n a ' s t e n b e s t s w i m m e r s o f 1 9 8 8 . • 
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t e n l a n g u a g e , a n d t h e y w r o t e 
a n a b u n d a n c e o f c e r e m o n i a l 
a n d f a m i l y r e c o r d s . T h e s e s a c ­
r i f i c i a l b o o k s n o t o n l y h a v e 
p r e s e r v e d t h e r e c o r d s o f r e l i ­
g i o u s p r a c t i c e s , b u t a l s o , r e ­
f l e c t e d o t h e r n a t u r a l a n d h i s ­
t o r i c a l p h e n o m e n a . T h e i n - , 
s t i t u t e . h a s a l r e a d y c d l l e c t e d 
m o r e t h a n 1 , 0 0 0 o f t h e s e k i n d s 
o f b o o k s , a n d s o m e o f t h e 
m o r e - e d u c a t e d B i M o s w e r e 
a s k e d t o j o i n i n t h e t r a n s l a t i o n 
w o r k . 

T h e i n s t i t u t e h a s r e c e i v e d 
13 g r o u p s o f v i s i t i n g s c h o l a r s 
f r o m f i v e d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s . 
I n J a p a n , i t h a s b e e n t r a d i t i o n ­
a l l y b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e o r i g i n o f 
t h a t n a t i o n h a s s o m e r e l a t i o n 
w i t h t h e Y i n a t i o n a l i t y i n Y u n ­
n a n P r o v i n c e . B a b a K i m i s h i , 
c h i e f p r i e s t o f t h e U s a S h r i n e , 
h a s l o n g d e v o t e d h i m s e l f t o r e ­
s e a r c h i n t o t h e o r i g i n o f t h e 
S h i n t o i s m i n J a p a n . F o r m a n y 
y e a r s h e w a s t r o u b l e d b y s e v ­
e r a l q u e s t i o n s . O n c e h e h a p ­
p e n e d t o r e a d L i u ' s Astronom­
ical History of the Yi Nation­
ality a n d r e c e i v e d s o m e i m p o r ­
t a n t c l u e s t o h e l p h i m r e s o l v e 
t h e s e q u e s t i o n s . T h e r e f o r e , i n j 
1 9 8 7 h e p a i d a s p e c i a l v i s i t t o 
t h e i n s t i t u t e a n d s a w a p e r ­
f o r m a n c e i m i t a t i n g a s a c r i f i ­
c i a l c e r e m o n y o f t h e Y i n a t i o n ­
a l i t y . I n o n e r e s e a r c h p a p e r , h e 
c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e Y i n a t i o n ­
a l i t y ' s w o r s h i p o f t h e B i g D i p ­
p e r w a s c l o s e l y c o n n e c t e d t o a 
s i m i l a r t y p e o f J a p a n e s e w o r ­
s h i p . H e a l s o d i s c o v e r e d t h a t 
t h e S h i n t o p r a c t i c e o f " t w i g -
s t i c k i n g " i s e v o l v e d f r o m a 
s i m i l a r r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e o f 
t h e Y i n a t i o n a l i t y i n w h i c h t h e 
Y i p e o p l e u s e t w i g s t o m a r k 
c h a n g e s o f t h e c o n s t e l l a t i o n . 

T h e Y i c u l t u r e a l s o b e a r s a 
g r e a t r e s e m b l a n c e t o t h e c u l ­
t u r e o f M a y a n p e o p l e i n a n ­
c i e n t L a t i n A m e r i c a . T h e s o l a r 
c a l e n d a r o f t h e M a y a n p e o p l e 
h a s 1 8 m o n t h s f o r a y e a r , a n d 
o n e m o n t h c o n t a i n s 2 0 d a y s . 
T h e f i v e d a y s l e f t o v e r a r e u s e d 

a s r e l i g i o u s d a y s . L i k e t h e Y i 
c a l e n d a r , i t i s a p u r e s o l a r c a l ­
e n d a r , t h a t i s t o s a y , i t i s 
n o t i n f l u e n c e d b y t h e l u n a r 

. m o n t h s . B o t h t h e M a y a n p e o ­
p l e a n d t h e Y i p e o p l e a d o p t e d 
t h e t i g e r a s t h e i r t o t e m , a n d 
t h e d e s i g n o f M a y a n t h r e e -
s t o r e y p y r a m i d - s h a p e d p l a t ­
f o r m f o r t h e s u n g o d i s s u r p r i s ­
i n g l y s i m i l a r t o t h e t o m b s o f 
t h e Y i p e o p l e . A l s o , t h e i r w r i t ­
i n g s t y l e s , f r o m l e f t t o r i g h t 
a n d t o p t o b o t t o m , a r e t h e 
s a m e . 

T h e Y i n a t i o n a l i t y h a s a p o ­
p u l a t i o n o f m o r e t h a n 5 . 4 m i l ­
l i o n , m a i n l y d i s t r i b u t e d i n 
Y u n n a n , S i c h u a n , G u i z h o u 
p r o v i n c e s a n d G u a n g x i 
Z h u a n g A u t o n o m o u s R e g i o n . 
I t s l a n g u a g e b e l o n g s t o t h e 
C h i n e s e - T i b e t a n l a n g u a g e 
f a m i l y . T h e C e n t r a l N a t i o n ­
a l i t i e s I n s t i t u t e — t h e o n l y n a ­
t i o n a l c e n t r e o f h i g h e r l e a r n ­
i n g f o r m i n o r i t i e s — a n d s u c h 
i n s t i t u t e s i n s o m e p r o v i n c e s 
a n d a u t o n o m o u s r e g i o n s o f f e r 
c o u r s e s o n t h e Y i n a t i o n a l i t y 
l a n g u a g e . • \ 

Asian Games: 
Ongoing 
Building 

C o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t s f o r ! 
t h e 1 1 t h A s i a n G a m e s t o ; 
b e h e l d i n 1 9 9 0 a r e b e i n g \ 

c a r r i e d o n r a p i d l y . 
U p u n t i l t h e e n d o f l a s t 

y e a r , t h e r e w e r e 1 5 s m a l l a n d 
m e d i u m - s i z e d s t a d i u m s a n d 
g y m n a s i u m s t h a t h a d b a s i c a l l y 
b e e n f i n i s h e d . A s f o r m o s t o f 
t h e u n f i n i s h e d p r o j e c t s , t h e 
p l a n n i n g p h a s e i s o v e r . F o r e x ­
a m p l e , t h e f o u n d a t i o n f o r t h e 
s t a d i u m u s e d i n t r a c k a n d 
f i e l d m e e t s l o c a t e d i n t h e 
n o r t h s u r b u r b o f B e i j i n g h a s 
b e e n l a i d ; t h e s t e e l f r a m e w o r k 
f o r g y m n a s i u m s a n d s w i m ­
m i n g p o o l s u s e d i n h a n d b a l l . 

s w i m m i n g a n d d i v i n g c o m p e t i ­
t i o n s i s b e i n g h o i s t e d ; a n d . t h e 
g r o u n d c o n s t r u c t i o n s a t H a i z i 
R e s e r v o i r i n B e i j i n g ' s P i n g g u 
C o u n t y , as w e l l as i r i Q i n -
h u a n g d a o C i t y , t o b e u s e d f o r 
w a t e r a n d . s e a s p o r t s m e e t s a r e 
n e a j i n g c o m p l e t i o n . 

I n a d d i t i o n , a l l b u t t h e i n t e r ­
i o r m o d e l i n g o f s e v e n h o t e l s 
a n d a p a r t m e n t s i n t h e s p o r t s ­
m e n ' s v i l l a g e h a v e b e e n f i n ­
i s h e d . O t h e r p u b l i c f a c i l i t i e s , 
s u c h as t h e p o s t a n d t e l e c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n s c e n t r e , s u b s t a ­
t i o n s , r o a d s , b r i d g e s a n d se­
w a g e t r e a t m e n t f a c i l i t i e s a r e 
p r o c e e d i n g s m o o t h l y . T h e c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n o f C C T V ' s t o w e r a n d 
t h e e x p a n s i o n o f t h e S h o u d u 
A i r p o r t a r e a l s o p r o c e e d i n g as 
p l a n n e d . 

G u Y a o j u , d e p u t y c h i e f f o r 
t h e A s i a n G a m e s c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
s a i d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t s 
m a d e d e c i s i v e g a i n s i n 1 9 8 8 . 
T o d a y , m a j o r e f f o r t s a r e b e i n g 
t u r n e d t o c o m p l e t i n g t h e 
s p o r t s c e n t r e l o c a t e d i n t h e 
n o r t h s u r b u r b o f B e i j i n g . 

B u t h e a l s o s a i d t h e r e w e r e 
s t i l l 6 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e s t a d i u m s 
a n d g y m n a s i u m s t o b e c o m ­
p l e t e d a n d t h i s y e a r ' s s i t u a t i o n 
w o u l d b e m o r e s e r i o u s . W h i l e 
f a c i n g a s h o r t a g e o f f u n d s a n d 
m a t e r i a l s , t h e b u i l d e r s m u s t 
f i n i s h a s e r i e s o f t r a i n i n g 
c e n t r e s , s p o r t s m e n ' s v i l l a g e s 
a n d a n e w s c e n t r e as w e l l as 
o t h e r a u x i l l i a r y s e r v i c e p r o ­
j e c t s . A l s o 6 0 p e r c e n t o f 1 .28 
m i l l i o n s q u a r e m e t r e s o f 
g r o u n d m u s t b e l a n d s c a p e d 
w i t h i n t h i s y e a r i n o r d e r t o b e 
r e a d y f o r i n s p e c t i o n a n d a p ­
p r o v a l o f t h e A s i a n O l y m p i c 
C o u n c i l i n O c t o b e r t h i s y e a r . 

I f t h e t w o - y e a r A s i a n G a m e s 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i s c o m p a r e d t o a 
l o n g - d i s t a n c e r a c e , t h e n t h i s 
y e a r t h e b u i l d e r s w i l l b e r e a d y 
t o m a k e a f i n a l s p r i n t . 

T h e B e i j i n g m u n i c i p a l g o v ­
e r n m e n t i s t a k i n g v a r i o u s m e a ­
s u r e s t o s u p p o r t t h e A s i a n 
G a m e s c o n s t r u c t i o n i n r e g a r d 
t o f u n d s , m a t e r i a l s a n d l a ­
b o u r . • 
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Guest-Welcoming Pine of Huangshan Mountain. 

Woodcuts by 
Wei Huabang 

Wei Huabang was-bom in Qingdao, Shandong Province, in 1934. He now works in the Changzhou Municipal Art Association in Jiangsu Province. These woodcuts were made with skill similar to those used in his watercolour paintings. He represents the simple style and man­ner of Chinese ink wash paintings in his woodcuts. 

ART P A Q E 

The Waterfall. 



"Three Ring" 
H a i r Styling and D r y i n g K i t 

Art. No: S-350T 
Specifieations: 220v, 350w 
P̂ r carton: 10 kits 
Dimensions: 61 x 23 x 47 
Gross weight: 1 3 kgs, 

net weight: 9.5 kgs 

Art. No: S-350L 
Specifications: 220v, 350w 
Per carton: 10 kits 
Dimensions: 70 x 38 x 27 cm 
Gross weight: 1 3 kgs, 

net weight: 10.5 kgs 

China National Light Industrial Products 
Import & Export Corporation. 

Tianjin Branch 
Address: 164 Liaoning Road, Tianjin China 
Cable: INDUSTRY TIANJIN 
Teh 700196, 700068 
Telex: 23142, 23203 TJLIP CN 
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