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Chinese Women Help Build New China

TENG YING-CHAO

The Chinese women have gone through
the test of eight years of the Anti-Japanese
War and nearly four years of the People’s
Liberation War. During those long years,
the heroic Chinese women, together with all
the Chinese people, have, whether at the
front or in the rear, selflessly given all they
have to win final victory and to create a new
people’s China.

The First All-China Women’s Congress,
which was held at Peking in March, 1949,
pointed out that since the Chinese people had
won a basic nation-wide victory in the revolu-
tion, the task of building a new China had
now become increasingly important. This
Congress emphasized that besides continuing
to support the People’s Liberation Army in
freeing the whole country, the Chinese
women should assume a greater role in the
political, economic and cultural construction
of New Democratic China, and especially in
the restoration and development of industrial
and agricultural production. Responding to
this call, the Chinese women have en-
thusiastically participated in the reconstruc-
tion of their motherland with the same
heroism that they displayed in their fight
against the enemies of the Chinese people.

Let us review the reconstruction work
carried on by the Chinese women in the
gourse of last year.

Women Workers On The Production Front

The imperialists and KMT reactionaries
formerly turned China's cities into ghostly
dens where they could revel in luxury while
perpetrating all sorts of erimes. The work-
ers, men and women alike, were regarded as
inferior, ‘“‘ignoble” beings. They were re-
legated to dark corners where they were
eruelly exploited, suppressed and disdained.

TeENG YING-CHAO, Vice-Chairman of the All-
China Democratic Women's Federation and member
of the Executive Committee of the WIDF, is also on
the Standing Committee of the National Committee
of the Chinese People’s PCC. ‘

But a new world has been unfolding be-
fore the workers after their liberation. They
are now the masters of new China. Respond-

ing to the call to “convert consuming cities

into producing cities,” they have undertaken
the construction of the nation with unlimited
energy. Women workers are no exception.

China’s emancipated women have enter-
ed the ranks of organized labour in ever-in-
creasing numbers. In Peking, women trade -
union members comprise 82 per cent of the
total number of women workers; in Tientsin,
95 per cent of the women workers are or-
ganized; while in such places as Mukden,
Port Arthur, Dairen, Changehun and Harbin
in Northeast China, an average of 79 per cent
of the women workers have joined trade
unions.

Their productive efficiency has also
greatly increased. A woman worker making
insulated electric appliances in Fushun,
Northeast China, produced 40 to 60 pieces a
day under the KMT regime. Now after
liberation, her output ranges from 100 to 140
pieces a day. The women workers of the Ta
Hsing Textile Mill, in Shihchiachuang, not
only increased their own production, but be-
came a motivating force behind the “Red
Flag” production-emulation eampaign, which
has led to an eight per cent increase in the
mill’s total production. In Northeast China,
more and more women are entering heavy
industry. In learning to master modern pro-
duction technique, they have displayed in-
comparable patience and perseverance in
overcoming the wide variety of hindrances
and difficulties that confront women work-
ers, including such handicaps as physio-
logical restrictions and feudal ideological
diseriminations against women. Many
women model workers have emerged, like
engine driver Tien Kuei-ying, lathe turner
Chi Kuei-tzu and crane operator Chou Feng-
ying. Women have not only quickly master-
ed the required technique and demonstrated
outstanding labour enthusiasm, but they
have also proved themselves “good daughters










































