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JAPAN'S PEOPLE RISE IN ANGER

The people of Japan have at last given vent to
their pent-up anger against the MacArthur Occupa-
tion that attempts to exploit their nation in the
interests of Wall Street. The Japanese people have
risen openly to fight U.S. imperialism!

Under the leadership of the Communist Party,
the Japanese people have come to realize that their
enemies are U.S. imperialism and its lackeys in
Japan. The nation-wide movement which took its
stand in opposition to these quislings has swiftly
developed onto a higher political level. Early this
yvear the Japanese people demanded not only “an
all-inclusive peace settlement,” but “an end to the
colonization of Japan and the enslavement of the
Japanese people.”’

This great political movement which culminated
in the openly anti-American imperialist demonstra-
tions of May 30 is one of the most significant deve-
lopments in Far Eastern affairs, The Chinese
people greet the Japanese people as they wage their
heroie fight against U.S. imperialism and salute
them in joining the ranks of the Asian people’s
united front against these trans-Pacific aggressors.

The Pentagon and State Department have been
left in no doubt that in their attempt to enslave a
proud people they will have to reckon with the
millions of its patriotic masses. The American
imperialists, however, do not appear to have taken
heed of the warning so forcefully given by the
Tokyo demonstrations. Determined to keep Japan
under their permanent control, they are making new
attacks on the ecountry’s democratic forees.
To MacArthur, the Potsdam Declaration is nothing
but a serap of paper. Not satisfied with suppressing
the Japanese trade uniong, he has now debarred
the 24-member Central Committee of the Japanese
Communist Farty from public life. This further
inroad into the already depleted freedoms of the
Japanese pecple proclaims the utter bankruptey of
the U.S. imperialists. It is a sign of their own fear
and desperation.

The U.8. imperialists now have a big stake in
Japan. The end of the war in the Pacific saw a
massive penetration of American monopoly capital
into Japan, either in the form of direct investment
or under cover of partnership with the Zaibatzu.

Statistics published early this year show that’

Wall Street has invested a total of US$2,500,000,000
in Japan. Amevrican Big Business, such as du Ponts,
Westinghouse, General Electrie, ete., has extended
its control to such an extent in the economie life of
the nation that the Zaibatzu is today synonymﬁous
with Ameriecan monopoly capitalism. Ag capital is
concentrated in the hands of Wall Street, the
medium-sized enterprises of Japan and her national

capitalists are being choked to death. Of the
900,000 medium-sized enterprises, 270,000 were
forced out of business during 1949, The number of
totally or partially unemployed has reached the
staggering figure of 13,000,000 —almost a fourth
of Japan's working populations It was announced
in Tokyo that by the end of 1949 the output of
Japanese industries had almost regained the level
reached during the 1932-36 period immediately
preceding the invasion of China. But, what kinds of
industry have been given priority in recovering their
former productive capacity? — metals, heavy en-
gineering and chemicals, all of which are potential
war industries!

While farm produce from the United States,
totalling 3,000,000 tons last year, was allowed
to be dumped on the Japanese market, the Japanese
peasants have been bled white by exorbitant taxa-
tion and enforced sales of foodstuffs to the govern-
mel}t. |

In addition to this, in order to keep step with
its imperialist masters’ plan to build Japan into a
“fortress of the Far East,” the Yoshida government
has plunged the country into ever deepening bank-
ruptey by allocating 60 per cent of its budget to
military expenditure.

The Police Force has been rapidly expanded and
now numbers more than 300,000 men. The army
and navy are also in the process of active revival.
The navy is being reorganized under the guise of
developing a “marine security force.” A servile
government is rearming Japan in the face of the
bitter opposition of the Japanese people.

These are the plain facts about Japan today.
It is against this background that the motive for
suppressing the democratic forces in Japan must be
sought. MacArthur has tried to muzzle the Com-
munist Party because it has consistently unmasked
the true aims of American imperialism and has been
in the vanguard of the defence of the country’s
interests. But the voice of the Japanese Communist
Party has now evoked a mass response, The hatred
of American imperialism which has now found
powerful expression in Japan, whether in opposition
to a separate peace treaty or in protest against
infringements of political freedom, is shared by
broad masses of the Japanese people.

It is inspiring to see the stout-hearted Japanese
people rise en masse to fight for liberty and indepen-
dence. They will have the support of the Chinese
people and of all the democratic forces of the world!
All the same, they must not forget that at this
Jjuncture they are faced with heavy opposition. With
the imperialist U.S. Occupation working hand in













































