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Edib n

i Throughout the world the people are

rising in protest against the vile bacteriological

warfare which the United ‘states is waging

against the peoples of Korea and China.

The spokesmen of hundreds of millions of

people, the World Peace Council, the world

federations of democratic trade unions, women,

uth. students and many other mass organ~

lions and prominent public figures in

\al‘lUuS countries have denounced this flagrant

Violation of international law and morality

and demanded immediate action to stop this

new U.S. crime.

Outlaw bacteriological warfare! Punish

:he imperialist germ-war criminals! This is

:he call that is echoing around the world.

Bacteriological warfare is a method of

mass destruction that recognises no national

boundaries, Now directed against the Korean

and Chinese peoples, it menaces all other

peoples including the American psople.

In unleashing its long prepared bacterio—

logical warfare in Asia, the United States gov-

erument stands indicted as the most dangem‘ls
‘

emy of mankind. Even the Hitlerites

he tated before this act. Yet the Us. im-

perialists, in their arrogant drive for world

domination, felt no compunction in committing

:11): most bestial of crimes against humanity.

‘ The US. aggressors have sought to terror-

.se the freedom-loving peoples into submission

:3 Wall Street domination, but they achieved

ano an opposite efiect. They have further

masked themselves. They have roused the

mac: non of great numbers of people who

Dre did not fully realise the evil we face.

ce~lovers in all countries are redoubling
nary efforts for peace.

The mass protest of the peace-loving
ies oi the World headed by the Soviet

n has thrown the (LS-British war bloc

ill greater confusion They are scurry—-

>9 deny and try to evade responsibility for

1 as base and universally abhorred crimes.

But who will believe Acheson, that Old

“ Olusist for the most abominable atrocities of
1m bombing, the wholesale razing of

uefencEless hamlets and murder of populations

AP"! 1. 1952

L._.

Outlaw Bacteriolagical Warfare-Punish

% the War Criminals!

in Korea, when he brazenly claims that the

United Nation’s forces have not used any sort

of bacteriological warfare? uttering ridicu-

lous calumnies against China and her medical

workers, he blandly suggests that the Inter-

national Red Cross should make an “investiga-

tion on the spot"—that same Red Cross organ-

isation which has become a tool of the State

Department, which has not lifted a finger to

prevent the massacre of prisoners of war or

civilians in American death camps in Korea.

Trygve Lie, Acheson‘s ohsequious servant, in

a further attempt to divert world censure from

this crime, proposes that the World Health

Organization, the agent at that same group of

UN. powers whose troops are butchering the

people in Korea, should also come and spy out

the results of this gem warfare for its masters.

The people of the world will have none of

such “investigations". They demand an end to

these crimes.

Voicing the demands of humanity at the

UN. Disarmament Commission, Soviet Repre-

sentative Malik proposed that what should be

examined is “the question of the violation of

the ban on bacteriological war, the imper-

missibility of using bacteriological weapons, the

q'tiestion of bringing to responsibility the viola-

tors of the ban on bacteriological warfare’l

Yet Acheson’s conscienceless henchmen

attempted to evade discussion 01 this ques

tion. By opposing the ban on bacteriological

warfare, the United States is clearly reserving

a pretext for the further use of these weapons.

Whoever refuses to support the straight-

forward appeal to ban germ—War Weapons and

sfignatise those who use them as war

criminals, exposes himself as an alder and

abettor of this crime. Let the US. satellites

carefully consider to what their slavish support

of the US. gangsters is leading them,

The use of germ warfare is an ignorninious

sign of weakness, of desperation on the part of

American imperialism whose vaunted “air

superiority” and “overwhelming technique"

have been scattered to the winds in Korea.

The U.S. imperialists will not save themselves

by these base methods from the doom Which
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their mad aggression has marked out for them.

The democratic people have the means of

dealing with this crime too and making the

war criminals pay the penalty for their crimes.

The call has gone out to the peace—loving
toilcrs of the world, to the progressive scien-

tists and intellectuals, religious leaders, doctors

. to the people, to rise and put an end to

this method of mass murder and bring to bank
the US. organisers of bacteriological warfare

The Chinese and Korean peoplS, by their

heroic and resolute efforts supported by the

broad international united front, have deal:

shattering blows against the Washington War-

mongers. They will crush their later

challenge to mankind too.

American Aggressors: You Stand Condemned!
A Statement by Soong Ching Line on American Bacteriological Warfare

The cry of “shame!" “unpardonable
crime!" is resounding throughout the world.

Accusing fingers, pointed in scorn and indigna-
tion, are being thrust from all corners of the

globe. The protests against the American

aggressors in Korea continue to heighten and
swell.

. ‘The American aggressors have strafed

individuals at peaceful labour in the fields.

They have napalmed into oblivion the smallest

villages, far from the actual war. They have
bombed onceeprosperous cities into ruins. Now

they are attempting the most monstrous of

crimes—the wiping out of whole populations
in Korea and China by bacteriological warfare.

It is no wonder that people everywhere have

risen, first in distress at such incredible news

and then in anger! It is no wonder Hist the
demand of the Korean and Chinese peoples
that the perpetrators of this heinous act be
condemned as war criminals, is emphatically
supported on all sides!

Let it be known that the peoples of the
world, and especially the Chinese and Korean

peoples, will not tolerate this outrage against

humanity. The chapter and verse which cite

aggressmn and mass annihilation as crimes are

well known.

The resolutions of the World Peace Council
and other peace organisations demanding the
cessation of these crimes in international life
are actively sustained by hundreds of millions.
They are the basis upon which we say to the

Small band of profiteers, militarists and poli-
ticians who act as the United States govern-
ment: “We hold you responsible for all dam—

age, for every death and wound in Korea!

We intend to prosecute to the full for the major
international crime of using bacteriological
weapons!”

’

Those who have committed this latest act
of depravity did not dare announce the fact
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to their own people. They know the wrath

and restiveness it would cause. Their spokes
men have gone through every contortion at

denial. Their press and radio have used slander

and distortion to divert attention from then

selves, the real culprits; to try and place the

blame for the spreading of disease on the

Korean and Chinese people, where it just will

not stick.

American aggressors! You will never get

away with this! We have the evidence an

hand. It is ciediy marked “Made in use."

It is evidence which condemns. We have pre-

sented it for the whole world to see and plfi

judgment. We have shown that you have out?

again gone beyond reason. We have shown

that you will stoop to the very lowest level

even to using Japanese criminals already con-

demned for bacteriological warfare; that you

will further besmirch the name and purpos
of the United Nations with any act, if you

think it will accomplish your predatory "mi-l

sxon".

The truth is that you have overstepped

yourself from the very beginning. The worl-‘l

has changed. This is a China and a Karel

you simply do not understand. You are facing

people's republics, where the love for Vi"

lands and the way we have chosen for our-

selves is rooted in the very core of our fSFmF-YS

and workers, our students and youth. 0‘“

women and children. None of your mew":

will throw us ctr or stop us, including ”11‘

vilest of them. We are organised to meet and

defeat your threat; and in this great hm“

we have the material and spiritual l’lfillI 01 all

peace—loving people.

American aggressors: in the eyes of ”If
world you stand condemned! The Chinese and

Korean peoples will win their WOW; “‘5'

will carry the struggle for peace ever forward-

Weak“

The Case Against the U.S. Germ Warfare Criminals
Lin Ta-kuang

The United States government stands in-

dicted before the bar of world public opinion

for one of the basest crimes in human history

—bacteriolog‘ical warfare.

Foreign Minister Chou Envlai's statement

of March 8,'condemnirig this crime, has alerted

all sane forces for peace and humanity in the

World against these new enormities committed

by the American despoilers of Korea. The

temples of all countries know that the extremi—

ties of barbarism to which the Americans have

now resorted are a blow not only at the whole

structure of international law and custom but

also at the very moral basis of human justice

and decency. Rightly, they see before them

new horrors of savagery if the American

government can continue to defy with im-

punity the universally recognised principles of

humanity. As Foreign Minister Chou said,

unless they “resolutely curb this crime, then

the calamities befalling the peaceful people of

Korea today will befall the peaceful people of

the world tomorrow.” The peoples will there-

fore welcome the Foreign Minister’s declara-

tion that members of the U.S. air force who

invade China’s territorial air and use bacterio-

logical weapons will be dealt with as war

criminals on capture.

Acheson’s “Deninls”

With the sneering cynicism so characteristic

cf the present leaders of American imperialism,

Dean Acheson, on March 4, denied the charges

of bacteriological warfare and affected “deepest

Sympathy” for the “very sad situation” of the

Korean people, which he blamed on ”Com-

munist inability to care for the health of the

people under their contra ."

The people of the world know Well by

now what Adseson's “denials" are worth. They

will throw the grim facts in Acheson's face and

demand an accounting on the severest terms.

What are these facts? There is the incon-

trovertible evidence of eye-witnesses and in-

vestigating scientists which has proved that

the American invading forces in Korea, by

special aerial bombing operations and the use

Of artillery, are disseminating deadly bacteria

and viruses of epidemic disease in North

Korea, Northeast China and Shantung, con-

sistently and on a large scale. These operations
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are directed at both civilians and troops, at

animals as well as crops and food supplies.
Acheson tries to make the world believe that

the disease carriers have appeared suddenly

as a result of natural causes, but this is a

proven lie. One proof is that many of the in-

fected insects and vermin were not of a kind

indigenous to Korea or were of a kind never

found before in winter on the snow. That

they were artificially introduced is, furthermore,

not a deduction made after the event. It is a

fact attested by witnesses who saw the canisters

dropped from U.S. planes or the shells fired

from U.S. guns and who examined the deadly

contents which they scattered.

Evidence Gathered

The criminal evidence gathered on the

scene is already heavily documented. This

evidence is constantly increasing as reports

come in from the teams of medical and other

experts who have rushed to the danger areas.

The case against the American war

criminals, however, is not based on such

evidence alone. It lies in the nature of Ameri-

can bacteriological warfare as an integral part

of the long—range policy and strategy of

aggression by the Washington government.

When Acheson afiects a shocked attitude as

if he had never heard of bacteriological warfare,

he is flying in (the face of facts which have

long been a matter of record in the U25. itself.

American preparations for the prosecution

of ”biological warfare" were not begun yester~

day but all of ten years ago when an organisa-

tion disguised under the name of War Research

Service began working to perfect bacteriolo-

gical weapons. Details of the wartime opera-

tions were disclosed in 1946, in a report by

(3.)”. Merck (who later became chairman of

the US. Biological Warfare Committee and was

decorated by Secretary of War Patterson in the

same year for developing biological warfare).

The report revealed that after 1943, bacteriolo-

gical warfare research was stepped up and

taken over by the U.S. Army Chemical War.

fare Service, which set up its main centre of

operations, cryptically called “Special Projects

Division", at Camp Detrick near Frederick,

Maryland. Large laboratories and pilot—plants

were built, and during World War II, some
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3,900 people worked in them. Field testing
stations were organised at Pascagoula, Missis—

sippi and Dugway, Utah, and a big plant for

large-scale production was built at Vigo, In-

diana. In addition, the U.S. navy had its own

germ warfare project in the University of

California The cost of the whole U.S. project
was put at about 50 million dollars. The report
cynically noted the fact that this was the

“cheapest” form of mass murder. Merck wrote:

It is important to note that the dcvclopmcnt
of agents for biological warfare is possible . . .

without vztst Expenditure of money 01' the con-

struction of huge production facilities

With complete shamelessness, the Merck
report listed, among the main lines of research,
the “development of methods and facilities for
the mass production of micro-organisms and
their products; experiments on methods of in-

creasing the virulence of such organisms; field
experiments involving use of animals in the dis-
semination of bacteria or bacterial products."

Boastl'ul War Criminals

Money and research were poured into the

germ warfare programme. By 1946, American
military and political figures were already
showing their eagerness to try out the new

weapons of biological warfare against the

Soviet Union and the People's Democracies.
In

its. June 15 issue of that year, Cullier’s
magazine quoted General Alden H. Waitt, chief
of the Chemical Warfare Service, as saying of
the bacteriological weapon:

I believe it to be a practical form of
_

war-
fare which has great potentialities.

Brushing aside the legal and moral aspects of
the matter, this professional butcher added:

It is neither consistent nor intellisent to talk
about the horrors of gas and biological warfare.
and then condone atomic warfare. I am entirely
out of sympathy with talk about the humanity
or inhumanity of a weapon.

In the same month, the magazine Time
reported that boasts about the new weapon
were being heard' in the U.S. Congress. It

quoted Representative Albert Thomas as

saying:

We have something far more deadly than
the atomic bomb. We have it today—not tomor-
row—and furthermore, it is in usable shape.

Representative Harry Sheppard, chairman
of the Naval Appropriations Sub~60mmittee.
boasted that the US. government was "in an

enviable position" with its “progress” in germ
weapons, and that the Navy’s biological war-
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fare research at the University of Calhoun
had concentrated on how m“ small 'a disease
“which was hundreds of years old and one is

the greatest killers".

Extensive U.S. Germ Wu Research

In December, 1947 the New York Hcyclt

Tribune quoted the report of the Governmew

Special Bureau headed by Lieutenant Gen

Harold R. Bull as saying that the investigalic;
of ways to disseminate radio—active poisons anti

of secret techniques of using germs again:
men, animals and plants were all part of the

research of the army, navy, and air force an:

other agencies. The newspaper said tha'

although for security reasons the operations a!

the germ warfare centre at Camp Detrick were

veiled behind a curtain of secrecy, ci iliar

scientists have pointed out that military circle

display great interest in certain types of gem

and poisons, particularly those disease genre

which can be disseminated by means of shell;

which burst at definite altitudes—such u

bacilli anthrax, and yellow fever viruSES

They also mentioned bubonic plague, consider"

ed as an outstanding bacteriological weapon

The Merck Report was hurriedly with

drawn partly because it had revealed too mud

and partly because of shocked public opinion
Little more was said officially about germ wal-

fare until former Secretary of Defence Jame

Forrestal, on March 12, 1949, issued a state-

ment which tried to minimise the huge scale a:

US. preparations for germ warfare and to oil

them “defensive measures". Forrestal admitted

however, that “Our research indicated that

germs or their poisonous products could be usei

effectively as weapons of war.”

The next day, the New York Times carnei

an interview with General Wain: in which E

reaffirmed his faith in the practicability I‘J

biological warfare and said:

I think We have the best scientists in the

world working on this problem. At the and :1

World War II we were far ahead of any of if):

enemies,

Theodore Rnsebury, a Columbia Universin’

Professor who took part in the Camp Detrii‘i‘

operations, in his book Peace or Pestilence

published in 1949, confirmed the role of Can?

Detrick as the centre of germ warfare researf-

and openly boasted of the merits of the weave:

of disease. “B. ’W. sets out to produce disease"

he wrote, “. . . it can find ways to go forward

where natural science falters. . . . The ma“

problem is that of distributing a modem

People's Chi“

high concentration of B. W. agents . . in

such a form that it reaches its target while still

active . . .” so that it would not be "Wasted,

militarily speaking". He suggested’alternative
means of doing so.

Rosebury deplored the fact that even in

war time, there is a general feeling that the

use of biological warfare is a dirty and hateful

thing He said that he considered such an

attitude to be emotional and not logical, and

that it made no difierence whether a man dies

pleasantly or painfully—in either case, the end

result is a corpse. In the summer of 1949, the

result of this cynical attitude was revealed by

the Canadian press which reported that Ameri»

can experiments on Eskimos with germ warfare

weapons had resulted in an epidemic of bubonic

plague among them.

On July 24, 1949 the American newspapers

carried an Associated Press despatch describing

an expansion in the scope of the germ warfare

programme. The despatch, based on a special

U.S. army report, stated that the Army Depart-

ment had requested an appropriation from

Congress of over three million dollars to expand

facilities at Camp Detrick for the purpose of

improving germ warfare weapons against men

and their sources of food—animals and crops.

The purpose of the research was for use of germ

weapons in any part of the world.

Koreans "Testing Ground"

On March 31, 1950, three months before

the American aggression began in Korea,

Secretary of Defence Louis Johnson in his

semi-annual report to the President said that

“complete" and “detailed" studies had been

made concerning a number of disease agents

which were infectious for man, domestic

animals and crop plants, but that “it would

be unwise from a security viewpoint to publish

these studies." The April 1950 issue of the

Military Review, organ of the U.S. Army Com-

mand and General Staff School at Fort Leaven—

worth, published a comprehensive article on

how to wage bacteriological warfare. Among

the pointers emphas‘med were:

Microbes must be ”raised" and kept in readi-

ness in large quantities. . . . It must be

possible to bring the active agent into contact

with the enemy in the proper form; pathogenic

ability must be as great as poesihle—that is, all

Infected Demons, if possible, must be made

Sick. . . . The sickness produced must be as

hard as possible to diagnose and its producer
must be hard to determine. and Wherever pos-

sible, artificial immmisation must not be possible
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and the producer should not respond to any

special chemical therapy.

From the opening of hostilities, Korea was

considered as the first testing ground for the

new U.S. weapons. On July 8, 1950, a few

days after the U.S. government unleashed its

armies against the Korean people, an article

appeared in the magazine, Science News Letter,

entitled “Germ Warfare in Korea?" The article

said, “Germ warfare may get a trial very soon,

if the fighting in Korea continues."

U.S. Gathered Intelligence
At the time the Americans launched their

first bacteriological warfare attack on the

Korean people in the winter of 1950 to 1951,

Chapman Pincher Wrote in the December 1950

issue of the British periodical Discovery, (which

describes itself as “a monthly magazine of

scientific progress") . . . .

Biological warfare work has been continued

in America at fair pressure... . The latest

information available to me shows that a prac-

ticabie long-range bacterial warfare Weapon

which could be put into operational use if

required has been devised in the US.

Pincher gave details of one of the types

of germ-carrying bombs which the U.S. govern—

ment had made, tested and kept in readiness

long ago for “operational use".

It was, of course, necessary before wider

“operational use” of the germ weapons to

gather “disease intelligence" on the actual

effects of the use of the weapons in Korea. The

Associated Press disclosed on May 10, 1951 that

US. “medical teams" had been operating in

Korea “gathering vital information on disease

and the medical problems of the Communists”

and that for this historic feat in the service of

spreading pestilence, Brigadier-General Craw—

ford F. Sams, chief of the U.S. army‘s sci-called

“Public Health and Welfare Section” had been

awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. Sams

performed equally “distinguished service" by

his inhuman experiments on Chinese and

Korean prisoners of war in preparation for

germ warfare. The April 9, 1951 issue of the

magazine Newsweek referred to a “bubonic

plague ship”, an “infantry landing Vessel with

a laboratory installed, complete with mice and

rabbits”, lying ofi Wonsan harbour on wbiCh

“numbers of Chinese Reds” were “tested". The

Associated Press reported on May 18 that these

experiments were being conducted on U.S.

Landing Craft Infantry Not 1091, and that

“each day about three thousand tests were

made on oral and rectal cultures obtained from
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patients at Koje Island's sprawling prisoner-oh
war camps.”

The preparations for large-scale germ

warfare were carried on at a feverish pace

while the Americans stalled at the truce talks

and were stalled on the battlefield. On January
22 this year, Brigadier-General Charles E.

Loucks, deputy chief of the Army Chemical

Corps, talked in Baltimore of expanded plans
for the large-scale use of chemical and bacterio-

logical methods of warfare, Three days later,
Brigadier—General William E, Cl'easy, chief of

the Army Chemical Corps Research Command,
delivered a speech in Washington lauding the

use of “germs, gas and radio»active materials"

as the cheapest weapons to subdue an enemy.
The US. army newspaper Stars and Stripes
quoted him as saying that the U.S. government
had developed weapons which may make it

possible to “reduce an enemy’s ability to resist”
at a smaller ”logistical Cost" than any other

type of warfare and, what was more tempting,
“without destruction of his economy”, the future

spoils of invasion. While these incredible words
of cannibalism were being uttered, Creasy’s
germ bombs were already on their way to
Korea.

World Protest

The angry uproar of the people of the
world against us. germ warfare in Korea
after the attacks began in late January did
not draw penitence or condemnation of germ

warfare from U.S. leaders. The US. Congres—
sional Digest on March 5 carried a typical
statement by Major General Bullen, chief of
the Chemical Division of the U.S. Defence
Department. repeating Creasy‘s callous praise
for the “economy” and discrimination of the
weapon of disease, sparing property, but not

rnen, and clearly stood for its unlimited use
in warfare. He admitted that the “chemical

service" of the U.S. armed forced had been
active in Korea since July 4, 1950 and its units
had steadily increased in numbers and activity.

In the American conspiracy to use germ
weapons for aggressive war, the closest
collaborator of the U.S. in its aggression in
Korea—MacArthur’s Japan—was also its closest
collaborator throughout the development of
germ warfare weapons.

Japanese participation in U.S. germ war-

fare plans began in 1946, when eighteen Japa-
nese specialists were sent to the United States

tohand over the results of their own research
mltlated in 1936, into mass murder by disease:
3

The New York Timeron April 13 lady.
reported the setting up .of bacteriological m.

tions in Japan staffed with war criminslmm
MacArthur and Ridgway encouraged them

tinuation of Japanese bacteriological resend

and production. A Telepress desputch at

December 5 last year reported that magi-.3
had sent three former generals, Shim lstn

J iro Wakamatsu and Masaio Kitano to Kara

to carry out experiments on Korean Int

Chinese prisoners of war and to perfect blah

gical weapons ior use “in winter warlalr'

against the Korean and Chinese people, The
arrived on a freighter carrying all the line

sary equipment for bacteriological warlarc is

eluding cholera germs, gas which induces blot

poisoning, pestilence germs and who mated“

All three are major war criminals who DIE!“

l'sed bacteriological warfare in China durinl

World War II and their guilt had 1W

established by the trial pl twelve Japmesew
criminals by a Soviet Military Triblmll“

Khabarovsk in December, 1949. The K1111!t

rovsk Trial showed that Ishii, princilvnl-W
nese theoretician of germ warfare, Fe

directed the Wartime bacteriological expeclili“I
in China, invented bacteriological bombs ill

shells similar to the ones used by the'Alrlel'iNlI
in Korea, and perfected mass breeding 013““
and the use of fleas as carriers 1'“

testing them on human beings. The recent“
of bacteriological weapons in Korea and NW

east China bear all the marks of Ishii'slla
genius.

War Criminals Aid Washingm

Nor are the Japanese war criminals W

only ones to be drawn into Amend! 3'”

warfare preparations. Nazi specialists, fomF‘i-l
of the German High Command Bacterial/15‘

Department, are doing top secret work

orders from the Pentagon. Nazi general WI“!

Schreiber, former head of the vermin/en“ "15
brought to the United suites by the ”-5-”
force in the middle of 1951. other unis“

cialists include Hans Georg Eismanny W W"

Wilkenning and Heinz Kling, formerly of

German High Command Bacteriological}???
’

merit. The November 15, 1950 issue of

magazine New Times noted that 89m W

research in West Germany was WEN“.
ducted, among other places, at the T“

Biochemical Institute, where scientists are W

ing for ways to accelerate the mulfilfiicadw
dangerous germs.

(Continued on page 3‘)

W“

The Movement for Increased Production

And Practising Economy
Sung Shae-wen

Director of the Planning Bureau, Committee of Financial and Economic Aflairs

The Chinese people, having taken state

power into their own hands, are preparing to

launch the first over-all economic plan for the

construction of their country. This plan will

probably be inaugurated at the end of this

year, 1952, by which time the three yEm‘s of

preparatory work which began with the found“

ing of the People's Republic of China will have

been brought to a successful conclusion.

The plan will initiate the transformation of

China from an agricultural to an industrial

country. it will are, help build up the nation-

al defence to repel all attempts at imperialist

aggression, thus providing secure conditions

for the great task of peaceful construction.

One of the prerequisites for industrialisa-

tion in any countly is the accumulation of

capital. Naturally, China too, is faced with

this necessity. Knowing the crucial nature of

this task, the American imperialists have tried

by every evil means—embargo, blockade and

military provocation—to impede its accom-

plishment. But the Chinese people, in the past

two and a half years, have been tackling the

problem successfully—even with the simul-

taneous calls made on their resources by the

needs of current construction and national

defence and by the fight against U.S. aggres—

sion in Korea.

Method of Accumulation

The accumulation of capital in China. takes

place in Ways pioneered by the Land of Socials

ism, adapted to the situation of the New Demu-

cracy. The main sources of capital funds are

the steady increase of production and the prac-

tice of economy, thereby creating new wealth

for the nation. New China, naturally, cannot

seek to amass capital by ever-increasing taxa—

tion. Such a course would be detrimental to

the living standards of the people and also

hinder rehabilitation and development of a
'

national economy in which private capitalists,
handicraftsmen, peasants and other small PW

ducers still occupy an important place.
The NEW Democratic method of capital

accumulation, basing itself on internal resources

April 1. 1952

and equal international trade, is fully in

accord with the interests of both the Chinese

people and the peoples of the world, More—

over, it positively assists and consolidates the

cause of world peace. In all these respects, it is

the opposite of the bloodvstained and exploits-

tive way in which capitalist countries amassed

wealth for industrialisation. Britain, for ex-

ample, accumulated capital by piracy on the

high seas, by brutal plunder of colonial peoples

whose resources she monopolised and by

elimination of imperialist rivals through war.

Capitalist Germany did it principally by invad—

ing other European countries, carrying away

their resources and imposing heavy indemni-

ties on defeated nations. Tsarist Russia financed

railway and other development by contract»

ing loans at usurious rates from more develop—

ed capitalist countries and allowing foreign

monopoly capital full freedom of operation

within its borders, thus subjecting the peoples

under its rule to foreign as well as domestic

exploitation and seriously compromising the

sovereignty of the country. ,

It is because of the victory of the people’s

revolution in China and her brotherly rela-

tions with the Socialist Soviet Union and the

People’s Democracies that the Chinese people

can advance steadily along the new road. It

is under these circumstances that Chairman

Mao Tse-tung, in his address to the People‘s

Political Consultative Conference on October

23, 1951, declared that the campaign to increase

production and practise economy is one of the

two central tasks of the Chinese people today.

Labour Productivity Rises

The most important guarantee of success

in this campaign lies in the fact that the work-

ers of China have enthusiastically adopted it

as their own. Already, the worldng class, the

leading class of the New Democracy, has great

achievements to show in increasing production

through higher productivity of labour and

introducing economies. were are some of the

ways in which the workers have made a

patriotic contribution to the Motherland, at the
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same time improving their own livelihood,

along with that of all the people.
Coal miners in Northeast China, through

improved working techniques and better

organisation or the labour process, produced
twice as much coal in 1950 as in 1946.

By measures of rationalisation and eco-

nomy, women electric—battery,packers at the

Hsinhua Battery Factory in Canton created

2,500 million yuan in extra wealth {or the state

within two months. Workers of the Kwange

tung Cement Factory increased the daily out-

put of each kiln by 43 tons.

In the workshop of the Shanghai Railway
Administration, metal workers forged new

girders from scrap steel, thus saving 12,000
million yuan for the government. A Shanghai
locomotive crew headed by Ma Shu-sheng
created a new operating record by running
250.000 kilometres in 884 days Without a single
accident or breakdown.

Li Chingrhsiang. a worker in Shantung
province, treblcd the emciency of a gauge

block grinding machine at his machinertoul

plant. Worker Tu Yungvmin of the Shantung
Paper Mill introduced a new devicc for econo—

mising oil and gasoline which regularly saves

about 12 million yuan a month.

Shantung is also the home of the nation.

ally famous seventeen-yearrold Tsingtao model

textile-worker, Ho Chicn~hsiu, who succeeded

in cutting the proportion of cotton wasted in

spinning on the spindles she tends from 1.5

per cent to 0.25 per cent. Her method has been

introduced as standard throughout the coun—

try's tEXIiI-e industry. Wham universally used,
it will increase annual production by 44,460
bales of yarn or 64 million yards of cloth with-

out a penny of additional investment in

machines or raw materials. These extra

textiles are sufficient for the use of four million

people a year at China's present rate of per-

capita consumption.
The example of Ho Chien-hsiu shows the

extraordinary economic importance of the in.

ventions and suggestions which the workers,
as masters of the country, are now devising. A

total of 24,875 were put into efiect in the course

of 1950 aloha.

I have cited only a few examples of how

the politically conscious Chinese workers can-

stantly produce more for the country. They
not only increase their own productivity but

participate actively in production planning
and in ensuring that schedules are fulfilled and

overfulfllled. In the stateoperated sector of
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industry, where a series lit demomflczcfiimc
have been completed, the workers have’bem

masters of the factories and mines. 1n privatt
industry, workers take part in labourupiti?
consultative conferences and can thus full:
safeguard their own interests. The country-
wide upsurge in labour enthusiasm, a zygotic:
the raised political and social mmrfi't
workers, is reflected in the upward

‘
‘

production charts in every factory.

Peasants Increase Crops , g;
In the vast countryside, where the. In

ductive potential of hundreds of m ‘1

peasants has been freed from retransmit
by the land reform, records of agrioul

put are being broken in rapid on u

Kuo Yun-hsiang, a peasant all

county, Hopei province, reaped .

grammes of millet per mm last y

nationally-renowned labour hero Li

in Shansi, achieved a per-7mm yields
kilogrammes of Indian corn. Despite
and flood in his region in 1951, Li

’

of Wuchih county, Pingyuan province; »

an average of 272 kilogrammes per MB!
wheat. All these records repreeent ompulwr
to three times greater than those reaped bl

neighbouring peasants.

By applying modern methods in l5

cultivation of rice, Chen Yungrkang, s can:i

of Sungkiang county, Kjangsu province, pr:-

duced the remarkable record of 716.5 kl

grammes per Wu, which is between four at:

five times the East China average of 155 hie

grammes Chen, who is an enthusiastic pant

cipant in the work of the Agricultural Researt:

Station in his locality, is passing on his know-

ledge to his neighbours and helping publicis
his method in other rice-growing areas.

In response to the government’s call in:

increased yields per hectare, the m

mutual—aid team headed by Chu YaoA

Hsiehhsien county, Shansi province. has

working hard to improve cotton cultiva

In 1951, Chu Yaoeli succeeded in obtaining ‘

kilogrammcs of ginned cotton per mou, wait:

is an all-time record for China and ten time?

the average North China crop of 45.9 kl!“

grammes per mm. It all other cotton-grow”

in the area can bring their crop up to onl‘

one—fifth of Chu Yao-li's, North China NF

supply the nation with twice as much can»:

as it does now without any increase in cull-

voted area or manpower, and the standard it

living of the cotton producers can also be HM

People‘s Chi"

Motherland:hr the industrialisation of our

Poster by Liu Poo-yin

In agriculture as in industry, China’s

potential for increased production is virtually

without limit. What has been done up to now,

prior to mechanisation and the universal

application of science. has only scratched the

surface in this regard.

The facts given above prove that we can

create huge capital for the nation by raising

the productivity of labour in all fields. Addi—

tional large sums can be mobilised as we im-

prove the management of economic enterprises

The industry and transport which the

Chinese people took over after liberation were.

in the main, dilapidated, mismanaged and

riddled with corruption and waste. To reor-

ganise everything at once was not only organ-

isationally difiictflt but undesirable from the

point or view of the people’s livelihood, since

it would have emailed temporary interruption

of production and the flow of goods. As a

Xesult, the reform of management in existing

enterprises has been gradual and much remains

to be done. Considerable new weami can be

created, and losses cut, by the introduction of
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scientific management. According to the

instructions of the Central People's Government,
all state—run enterprises must cut operating

costs by G to 10 per cent in 1952, This will

not be done by cutting wages but in the ways

indicated belowl

Fuller Use of Installations

Output can still be raised considerably by

making full use of available production capa-

city. In heavy industry, this is already being

utilised to the extent of 80-90 per cent. In

light industry, the fact that only about 50 per

cent of the capacity of existing machinery is

used has led to energetic steps to improve the

situation. Flour mills in East China, for

instance, succeeded in running at 80 per cent

of their full capacity in October and Novem~

ber, 1951. As a result, flour production there

rose to a ten-year high.

In the fuel industry, power companies in

Shanghai ran at 62 per cent of capacity last

November as compared to only 53 per cent in

August. This, together with other measures of

economy, created savings equivalent to the

power output of an additional 10,001) kilowatts

of generating capacity.

Quicker Capital Turnover

1f the circulation of operating capital is

speeded up, a given sum of money can finance

much more production. Because of slow turn-

over, many of our enterprises still tie up much

more capital than they need to. For this rea-

son, it is imperative to reduce the production

period, put an end to over—stocking or raw

materials, market finished products as quickly
as possible, dispose of surplus equipment and

property and accelerate clearing of both credit:

and debit accounts.

Practically all enterprises have been work-

ing busily to achieve a quicker capital turn-

over, and many notable results have been

reported. Much idle capital has been freed

for circulation by the taking of accurate inven-

tories. The Huainan Coal Mine recently dis-

covered that it had realisable surplus property

to the value of over 10,000 million yuan. The

railway administration at Cbengchow, Hanan

province, found 19,500 million yuan worth.

Factories under the Department of Industry in

Southwest China unearthed 10,000 tons of

various materials. The No. 2 State Textile

Mill in Tientsin found sufiicient stores of a.

certain machine part to meet its own needs for

11,



152 years. All these accumulations have been

disposed of and put into circulation.

Reduction of Costs

Production costs can be lowered by reduce

ing waste in the processing of raw materials as

well as in the consumption of fuel and eIECil‘iC

power. The Ticntsin Steel Works succeeded in

May and Juliet, 1951 in Cutting the costs of

steel ingots by 17.1 per cent. In light indus-

try, threc shanghai match companies saved

1.259 kilogrammcs of potasium Chlorate and

58,519 bundles of match sticks in the single
month of September, 1951. The Kiangnan
Paper Mill increased its saving from 35 million

yuan in July to 110 million yuan in August.
Almost every factory and mine in the country
can cite such facts from its own experience.

Further savings can generally be made

by smoother coordination between different

workshops and processes, by faster transports,
tion and by streamlining personnel. Costs can

also be reduced by productive use of discarded

material such as scrap metal, waste paper and

\vornvout rubber goods.
The substitution of commoner and less

Expensive materials for more expensive ones

of which there is some lack can both cheapen
and speed up production. Last year, experi—
ments were successfully carried out to substitute
bamboo (grown in Kiangsi province) for wood-

pulp in the manufacture of paper. A5 a result,
paper mills in Shanghai will no longer need
to rely on imported woodvpulp. China will
save much foreign exchange in this way, while
tens of thousands of Kiangsi peasants will
benefit from growing bamboo.

Pig skin, previously largely wasted, has
been scientifically devdoped into a good
material for the leather industry. It is being
made into firstrclass quality shoes, gloves,
iackets, portfolios and suitcases. This material
ls extremely abundant. In 1950, about 50
million hogs were slaughtered in China, but

one-fifth of this number of pig skins, turned
into leather, would be enough for China’s
domestic needs, The value created each year
would be enough to equip seven textile mills
of 30,000 spindles capacity each.

Initial Successes

The movement to increase production and

practise economy in order to provide funds for
industrialisation is now in full swing in every
factory, plant, mine, workshop and state farm
throughout the country. The pace has been
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set by Northeast China where the movement

started earlier and extra wealth equivalent to

the value of 14,580,000 tons of grain was pro-

duced or economisedp by workers and staff

members of state enterprises between May and

November, 1951, through overfulfilment of

assigned quotas and reduction of costs. This

amount is sufficient to build more than two mil-

lion new spindles for the cotton industry. Such

results among a relatively small group of 13%-

ple in a, single region of the country make it

clear how tremendous will be the eflect when

the movement has proceedEd for a consider-

able period on a nation-wide scale. The Chin-

ese people know that it is the only road to

building a better life for themselves and there.

fore manifest the greatest will and enthusiasm

in carrying it out. Events have already shown

that they are perfectly able to produce enough
to carry on resistance against us. aggression
in Korea, carry on immediate economic tasks.

consolidate national defence and accumulate

capital for industrialisation.

The present movement in China stands in

sharp contrast to the capitalist “austerity". as

practised in the Britain of Attica and Chur-

chill. The latter is just another name for

forcing down the living standards of the people
so that the monopolists can get richer and

richert In New China, the funds saved by the

people go to the people and build a free and

prosperous life for all. Moreover, the process

of increasing output and economising resources

is accompanied by immediate benefits in the

form of higher wages and‘lower prices.
Just as the Chinese people are determined

to promote this movement, so they will no

longer tolerate the theft or dissipation of

national property through practices which

have their roots in the old society. That is why

they are now engaged in a great drive to

eliminate corruption, waste and bureaucratism

—the evil inheritancé of feudal, imperialist
and bureaucratic capitalist rule. The success

of this drive, which penetrates to every corner

of the land, is an indispensable condition for

successful accumulation of capital and the

industrialisation of the country.
1 The liberated people of China have fixed

on their course, They are proceeding, through

the New Democracy, to Socialisml The whole

path of the advance is planned. The people

are on the move, gaining ever.greater

momentum and allowing no obstacles, internal
or external, from impeding them on their

path.

People’s China

World Support for the International

Economic Conference
Ti Chao-pai

Noted economist, member of the Chinese delegation to the International Economic Conference

Since the initiators of the International

Economic Conference met in Copenhagen in

October, 1.951, all sections of the people

throughout the world, except for the groups

which are determined to make war, have

shown their enthusiastic support for the deci-

sion to convene it. After six months’ work by

the Initiating Committee, which is made up of

representatives from all the major countries of

the world, the Conference Will formally open

and be held in Moscow early in April. Dele-

gates from over fifty countries are gathering

(or the Conference. They include industrial-

ists, agriculturists, merchants, economists,

engineers, trade unionists and co-operative
W0 '25. This is one of the most broadly-

interuational conferences ever to take

Place in history. Irrespective of the political

systems of the countries represented and the

political outlooks of the delegates, all are

welcome to attend the Conference. Prominent

press organs and business and industrial groups

in the capitalists countries, including the

L'.S.A., are showing more and more interest in

u,

Reasons for Capitalist Crisis

It is no accident that the Conference has

evoked so big a response and such widespread

Support. While rapid progress in economic

construction is being made, and the, living

standards of the people continue to rise in the

Soviet Union and the PeopIE's Democracies,
the various capitalist countries as well as their

colonies and the dependent countries are being
tied [U the American war chariot. The result

is that their production and trade are con-

slantly declining, their financial deficits are

growing, their currencies have been devaluated

and the standard of living of their people is

{Bums rapidly. Except for a few monopoly
Capitalists who have made super-profits out of

the armaments race, merchants, industrialists,
technicians, professional workers and the great
mass of people in wrious Countries, all feel
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that the policy of war preparations carried out

by the imperialists will lead them into the

bottomless pit of poverty and bankruptcy.

The economic crisis of the capitalist coun—

tries, accelerated by their armament pro-

gramme, is becoming more and more acute.

Because they are forced to take part in the

economic blockade rigged up by the American

imperialists against the Soviet Union and the

People’s Democracies, the countries in Western

Europe cannot buy inexpensive food, lumber

and coal from the Soviet Union and the East

European countries. Instead, they are com-

pelled to buy these important consumer goods

and industrial materials from the American

imperialists at inflated prices. The cost of

their main imports has increased, their trade

balance has become still more unfavourable

and their shortage of US. dollars still more

acute. As for exports, the manufactured goods

produced in Western Europe, such as machin-

ery, metal products, raw materials for the

chemical industries and silk goods of the West-

ern European countries which could have been

sold to the Soviet Union and the People‘s

Democracies in large quantities, now find no

market. The plants that make them have

therefore been compelled either to suspend or

to curtail production or have been converted

to the service of the armament industries.

This has brought about a crisis marked by

reduction of exports and inflation.

Effects of Imperialist Embargoes

The economy' of certain Middle and Far

Eastern countries is also suffering from imperi—

alist-imposed ambargoes and monopoly. Since

the latter part of last year, the prices of tin

and rubber have begun to drop, with the result

that Malaya, Indonesia and Ceylon are facing

depression. The rice output of Burma and

Thailand is now far short of the pre-war levels,

Such is the result of past and present imperial.

ist pressure.
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Trade relations between India and

Pakistan as Well as between these two coun-

tries and the rest of the World are in an

abnormal state. This has prevented India and

Palristan from procuring cheap raw materials,
food and industrial supplies and sent their cost

of livmg and production costs soaring. Owing
to imperialist controls and exploitation, the oil

industry of the Middle East countries is suffer-

ing serious losses. What is more, these coun—

tries are not allowed to sell their oil in con-

formity with their own will and interests. All

these facts demonstrate how the economies of

the Far Eastern and Middle Eastern countries

sustain serious losses as a direct consequence
of imperialist political control and imperialist
war policies.

Irrational Trade Barriers

The countries of northern Europe and of

Central and South America likewise feel

deeply the hurt in severing trade relations

with the Soviet Union and the People's Demo-

cracies. They are growing rcstive under the

restrictions of the dollar and sterling bloc and

getting more and more discontented under

American and British oppression and restric-

tions. They cry out for “the opening up of new

markets", and for “increasing and expanding
trade relations with all countries".

To sum up, artificial and irrational barriers

to international trade have greatly affected the

economy of the imperialist countries, imposed
further losses on undeveloped countries and

caused a steep deterioration in the living con-

ditions of the broad masses of their inhabit-
ants. This is in sharp contrast to prevailing
conditions in the Soviet Union and the People’s
Democracies The domestic economies of the

Soviet Union, the People's Republic of China

and all the People’s Democracies are prosper~

ing. The rise in the living standards of their

peoples is plain to all. The trade relations

between them are based on equality and

mutual benefit, leading to reasonable and

adequate exchange on the basis of free will

and legitimate profit.

The resolute carrying out of policies of

peace and the development of international

trade and economic co-operation constitute a

major factor contributing to the success of

national economic construction and the im-

provement in the people‘s livelihood in the

Soviet Union and People’s Democracies. For
this reason, the call issued by the Initiating
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Committee of the International Economic Con-

ference, inviting economists, industrialists,
agronomists, businessmen, engineers and trade

union and co-operative workers of all coun-

tries, irrespective of their diverse views. to

meet for a discussion of how to effect peaceful

co-operation through the development at

economic relations among nations and the

improvement of the living conditions of their

peoples, has evoked a widespread response

throughout the world, including the United

States, Britain and Japan. American bour-

geois newspapers, such as the New York

Times and the Wall Sweet Journal, have

emphasised the hope that this Conference Will

163d to the expansion of international trade.

and fliat many industrialists want to go to

Moscow to participate in this Conference. The

ex-president of the British Board of Tradr.

Wilson has said that the one condition for

improving the economic state of Britain is tile

restoration of the free trade with East Europe

and the rest of the world which is indispens-
able to her economy. The shipping business oi

Britain in the Far East is suffering from depres-

sion because of the embargo. There is a wide

spread dissatisfaction among British business-

men in the Far East towards the embargo

against the People’s Republic of China.

Japanese industrialists, businessmen.

financiers, engineers and trade union leaders

have a great interest in the International

Economic Conference. Japanese newspapers

such as Asahi Shimbun, Yomimi Shimbun.

Tokyo Times and Japan Industrial Economic

News have all expressed their support for the

Japanese delegates going to Moscow.

Businessmcn’s Interest

It is not hard to judge, from the reaction

of the three above-mentioned countries

towards the International Economic Conference

in Moscow, how enthusiastically the other

capitalist countries respond to this Conference-

In France, beside the members of the propUS‘

ed delegation to be sent to Moscdw, a great

many manufacturers and bankers are ener-

getically forwarding proposals and submitting

current prices to the Conference.

For the sake of promoting world pew

and improving the people's living conditions

through the proper interflow of international

trade. the People’s Republic of China heartily

endorses the convocation of this Conference-

Penple’s Chill”

and will do its best to make the Conference

achieve the anticipated success.

Just at a time when the American imperi-

alists are wrangling over the failure of

Truman's aggressive policy, when the govern—

ments of Western Europe are exhausting them-

selves in the drive to expand armaments, and

when many small and medium sized countries

are full of complaints after having tasted the

evil fruits of the policy of war preparations,

the Moscow International Economic Conference

brings fresh hope to the people and to indus»

trialists and merchants in the capitalist world,

calling them to peace and prosperity through

international economic Co—operation.

The reason why we advocate international

economic co-operation and the development of

international trade on the basis of equality and

mutual benefit irrespective of political systems

and convictions is because this is a concrete

step in defending world peace at present and

a practical step towards alleviating the suffer—

ings as well as improving the living conditions

of the peoples of the capitalist world.

The Central Problem

The central problem to be discussed in the

International Economic Conference is how to

promote the development of international

trade. Ever since 1938, the rate of increase in

the volume of international trade has been

steadily falling. The quantity and quality of

food consumed by the people of the United

States and Britain have been steadily declin—

ing. What are the reasons for this? One of

the chief is international trade restrictions and

barriers imposed for political reasons. We

believe that peaceful coein'stence between the

states of planned economy and those of private

enterprise is possible, hence the expansion of

trade relations between them is also possible.
At this Conference, various trade contracts

will be concluded in the light of the actual

import and export potentialities of each coun-

try, thus making the International Economic

Conference is starting point for expanding
international trade.

The capitalist countries are facing a defici—

ency of raw materials; this is caused by their

policy of war preparations and the series of

measures consequent upon it. The Conference

will discuss the situation regarding the prin-

cipal raw materials and foods of the world and.
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methods of overcoming difl'lculties in their

supply.

With regard to technical measures for

increasing international trade, such as stabilis<

ing markets and prices, methods of inter

national credit and its expansion and trans-

portation facilities, etc., full exchange of views

will take place in sub-committee meetings.

With regard to questions relating to the living

conditions of the people of various countries,

their wages, how to fight famine through inter-

national co-operation and how to improve

agricultural production and other questions,

the various countries must have an adequate

understanding of the problems and study

possible ways and means of dealing with

them.

Raise Living Standards

“Exploitation of under-developed coun-

tries" has become a slogan for imperialist

aggression. We oppose the exploitation of

under—developed countries by states assuming

the role of bass; we oppose so-cz-‘led “economic

aid” with political strings attached. We stand

for assistance to under—developed countries on

the basis of genuine equality and mutual

benefit so as to enable them to utilise their

own supplies and resources freely and accord-

ing to their own will. By so doing, they can

achieve economic development and raise the

living standards of their people through real

aid from the developed states. This will be

one of the chief subjects for discussion in the

Conference.

Moscow has been chosen as the site for

this grand and most significant International

Economic Conference because the Soviet Union

is the bastion of peace and is one of the chief

powers willing to increase international econo-

mic co-operation, What is more, the Soviet

Union has indicated that it will grant visas

without discrimination to delegates of the

various countries irrespective of their political

convictions, which is an act beyond the will

and ability of any of the capitalist countries.

From the thoroughness of the preparations

for this Conference and the enthusiastic

response received from all countries, we have

every reason to believe that this Conference

will achieve great success and will lay the

foundation for a better future and for new

international co-operation.
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Develop Cultural Ties Between the Peoples!
In Commemoration of Hugo, Gogol, Leonardo da Vinci and Avicenna

Mao Tun

Vice-Chairman, All-China Federation of Literary and An Circles

The second meeting of the World Peace

Council, convened in Vienna from November

1-7, 1951, adopted an important resolution

about cultural relations between peoples. In

accordance with this decision, the World Peace

Council called upon all peoples to commemorv

ate this year the anniversaries of four great
contributors to the World's Cultural heritage:
the 150th anniversary of the birth of the French

writer Victor Hugo; the Centenary of the death

of the Russian writer Nicolai Gogol; the 500th

anniversary of the birth of Leonardo da Vinci,
Italian painter, sculptor and scientist; and the

1,000th anniversary of the death of Avicenna

(Ibn Sina), the Arabian physician, astronomer

and mathematician.

The Chinese people realise the great signi—
ficance of this World Peace Council resolution.

The brilliant achievements of these four giants
in the fields of science, literature and art have
added much to the welfare of mankind and

given great impetus to improvements in the

people’s ways of living. Just as we have

honoured other great men of world culture to

whom mankind is indebted, we give honour
and our profound admiration to Victor Hugo,
Gogol, Leonardo da Vinci and Avicenna, whose

contributions to mankind we consider a trea-

sury common to all the peoples of the world.
We also realise that commemoration of these
eminent men is important not only for cultural
relations but is a means of strengthening mutual

understanding between peoples and advancing
the cause of their struggle against aggressive
war and in defence of world peace, In response
to the call of the World Peace Council, the
China Peace Committee has asked people's
organisations of national scope to organise
joint, large-scale, commemorative activities in
the month of May.

The first Chinese version of Victor Hugo's
masterpiece Les Miserables appeared in this

country as long as fifty years ago. On the eve

of the Anti-Japanese War of 1937, a large part
of the literary works of the great French
writer had been translated into Chinese.

Lu Hsun, the great initiator of modem
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Chinese literature, first introduced Gogol to

this country about forty years ago. In his

later years, Lu Hsun himself undertook the

translation of Dead Souls, which thenceforwani

exercised a considerable influence upon China

Similar interest has also been shown in Gogol‘s
The Inspector~GenemL Before the Anti-

Japanese War, this famous comedy was staged
in many places all over China. Even during
the war, it was not infrequently performed
both in the liberated areas and in those under

Kuomintang control Almost all the works of

Gogol have been translated into Chinese.

Ever since the introduction of European
Renaissance art to China, Leonardo da Vinci's

Works have won the admiration of our people.
They have played an important part in the

development of realism in China’s modern art,

Likewise, Avicenna, the Arabian scientist

of a thousand years ago, is held in high esteem

by Chinese scientists and physicians, who are

conscious of his worthy services to manldnd—

China’s Interest in World Culture

The Chinese people have always received

the works of eminent creators of world 0111““?

with the utmost warmth and interest. Whi-
do we feel this warm admiration? Since

we Chinese people had long been under the

domination and cruel exploitation of imperial-
ism, feudal landlords, bureaucratic capitalists
and compradors, we feel very strongly that we

have not struggled alone. In the light of the

ideals to which these four cultural fig“!!!

devoted their lives—their hatred for the

dark ways of the past, their opposition to

aggressive war, their efiorts on behalf of the

progress of mankind and confidence in the

people’s power—in a word, their great devotion

to literature, art and science which they turned

into weapons serving the people instead of the

ruling and exploiting closes. We lien on th¢

Asian continent see reflected invthe careers 0‘

these great men our own loves and hula, and

the ideals we have long struggled to realise.

The Chinese people are working sell

for the defence of world peace and
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construction of a new China. The liberated

~ paeplehave such an urgent demand for

that, in a mere period of two years,

of millions of workers and peasants
lies and villages, in mines and factor-

’{have joined. activities in various cultural

inaspirit of keen emulation. The people

04111 play to their initiative and creative

; may have culturally “stood up".

our great leader Mao Tse-tung teaches

only should we enhance the magnificent

heritage of our nation in order to

a new national culture of the Chin-

ple so that it, too, will contribute to the

- of mankind, but we must bring ex-

ot progressive world culture from out-

to the Chinese people. In carrying out

.- Mao's instructions, we have always

4 ted selections from various national cul-

of the world to the Chinese people. We

e and look up to the achievements of

‘niy national culture that are healthy, progres—

sive and beneficial to mankind, while we

nppose those that are obnoxious and decadent.

It is precisely because we treasure the cultural

contributions of Hugo, Gogol, da Vinci and

Avicenna as much as the peoples of France,

the U.S.S.R., Italy and Arabia treasure them

and look upon them as models for our efforts,

that we are commemorating these four emi-

nent men with such great love and respect.

For this reason too, we warmly greet the idea

of developing cultural relations by which all

peoples will be mutually benefited,

But imperialist countries, and the United

tater in particular, do not like to foster demo—

cratic cultural relations among the peoples of

the world. By refusing to grant visas, they

prevent scientists, literary and cultural work-

9 and associations of various cOunm'es from

ng each other. They prohibit the circula-

tion of books and newspapers. They often

slander the culture of other nations, so as to

sex: "lspicion and hatred among them. A

‘E‘pzcal example is American imperialist

(Biumny and distortion regarding the cultural

hie of China, the Soviet Union and the Peo-

ple's Democracies.

Imperialist Aggression Against Culture

The American imperialist aggressors are

amasomatic to culture; they trample under-
foot (be treasured cultures of other nations;

{hay consider the so—called “American way of

Me of “movies”, cheap novels and comic
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strips, depicting murder, rape, racial pre-

judice, dollar worship, etc., as more interest-

ing than the achievements of men like Hugov

Gogol, Leonardo da Vinci and Avicenna; and

as more valuable than their own people's cul<

tural heritage found in the works of Walt

Whitman and Mark Twain. In America, pew

ple are in danger not only of being denounced

as “Reds", of losing their jobs and being put

into prison for reading matter published in

the Soviet Union. They are in danger also of

being black-listed for wading the progressive

works of other nations, or even of Americans

who advocate justice and peace and denounce

violence,

Not so long ago when the Kuomintang

bandits were still ruling over the Chineee

mainland, this poisonous, aggressive imperial-

ist ”culture” of Us. America came in the wake

of American warships and reactionary mis-

sionaries. Such ”culture” certainly is not wel-

corned, and the Chinese people, now that they

have become their own masters, will not

permit it to exert its poisonous influence here.

This is what American imperialism molly

means by their slanders about the new China

expelling Western culture. The new China

expels only what is aggressive, poisonous and

corrupt. But we welcome and treasure all

healthy, progressive and enlightened cultural

achievements regardless of their origin. For-

eigners visiting China have only to pay a visit

to our libraries and bookstores, and to look

at our catalogues of publications. to know that

American imperialist slanders about “expulsion

of Western culture" are not worth even a laugh.

The peace-loving peoples of the world are

now being seriously menaced by the frantic

war preparations of American imperialism In

order to incite war hysteria, to paralyse the

people’s conseiousness, to strangle the just

demand for peace, American imperialism and

its associates are intensifying thought-control
and restricting freedom of speech within their

own country, while at the same time they are

doing their utmost to prevent cultural relations

among other nations. We firmly demand

that cultural relations between the peoples of

various countries be developed and strengr

thened so as to ensure peaceful co-operation

and lmutual understanding among them. We

Chinese people want to join hands fraternally

with peoples of all other countries in order m

replace the imperialist blockade and cultural

aggression with close cultural relations,
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Victory Over Drought
Sn Ming

Less than three years ago drought was a

word of terror in China that presaged want,

starvation, debts and death for tens of millions

each year. Drought was largely man-made,
the result of ancient misrule that destroyed the

protecting green covering of hills and country—-

side, the result of the corruption of the ruling
class, and the bitter exploitation and poverty
of the peasants which allowed water-Works to

fall into disrepair and prevented the digging of

wells, or the building of reservoirs and canals.

Under such conditions, drought became almost

an annual occurrence in one or the other part
of the country, In North China, nine years

out of ten were dry. The old warlord and

Kuomintang regimes took no effective steps to

combat this evil or alleviate its results.

Yet within two years the People’s Govern~

merit has achieved startling results in the

battle against drought as it has in the campaign
against floods. A resounding victory has been

achieved over drought. Long-range projects
have been launched to overcome its effects.

The spring and summer of 1951 had all the

signs of a major drought. In North, Northwest

China and Inner Mongolia the winter snowfall

was only half that of normal. Even in north

Szechuan, Yunnan, Kiangsi, Human and Che-

kiang provinces and other areas where rain is

usually plentiful, after a wet spring there

came a scorching, dry summer. Altogether
125 million man of cultivated land were

threatened with drought and crop failure.

In the old days such conditions would have

meant widespread famine. But led by their

People's Government and the Communist

Party, the people were able to mobilise their

resources effectively and defeat the drought.
On a national scale, the harvest in 1951 reached

92.8 per cent of the all-time peak output.
China was able to export grain to alleviate

famine in India. Cotton topped the pre—war

record by 33 per cent.

How the Victory Was Gained

The People’s Government has made care-

ful plans to overcome this ancient evil. Long
term projects have been got underway for

large—scale reafiorestation, the creation of
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forest belts, the construction of huge storage
reservoirs as on the Huai, the Yungting and

the Pi rivers, and other water conservanry

works.

In the meantime, short-term measures

have proved themselves of decisive value in

combating the effects of drought. Among the

most important of such measures are: (l) The

wider use of drought—resisting seeds and of

better methods of planting to offset drought:

(2) The better utilisation of existing water

sources and the development of new sources.

As soon as the danger of drought became

evident in 1951, the People‘s Government and

the Communist Party immodiately took action

to combat it. Directives were sent to all local

governments, local Party organisations, trade

unions and other people's organisations. Peas-

ant organisations of all kinds were alerted.

Relief, loans and technical aid were available.

In Chahar and Suiyuan provinces, the worst

affected areas of North China, the provincial
governments sent a thousand cadres into the

rural areas to help the work. County heads

temporarily closed their oflices to civil aflairs,

and Went to direct the urgent anti—drought
work in the fields. In Hopei, Pingyuan

and other provinces, responsible government
leaders too went to the threatened fields. Sid!

by side with the peasants. “Sow the crops:

Fight the drought l" was the slogan.

One of the first tasks was to overcome the

fatalistic attitude of many peasants, the bit“?!

result of the long years of regularly recurring

drought conditions. This was tackled by the

activists on the spot by exhortation, argumeni
and example aided by the whole national and

local press and radio. This was less a problem
in the areas where the land reform had been

carried through than in those in which 1h?

peasant masses had not yet been full."

mobilised.

Everywhere, the anti-drought‘drive quickl.“

developed into a mass campaign. Methods

were varied. The aim was to utilise the moi2

efiective measures for each particular place.

By such efiorts in North China, for ex-

ample, the 70 per cent of the total cotton-

growing area afiected by drought Was sou‘lL

People’s Chi!"1

Great ingenuity was shown by

the peasant cultivators in

guarding the young seedlings.
in Hopei, Shantung and Hanan,

before sowing the cotton and

kaotiung fields, the dry surface

soil was spaded ad, the seeds

were planted in the moist soil

underneath and then covered

with the dry top<soil which

was tightly pressed down in

order to preserve the moisture

beneath.

Some areas improved on this

method. When the seeds were

planted, moist soil, taken from

places Where no seeds were

sown, was used to cover them

and the Whole protected with

dry, tightly-packed top—soil.
In other cases the seeds were planted together
with an inch of soaked kaoliu’ng or corn-stalk

to give extra moisture. In 1951, three-fifths of

Hopei’s cotton fields were planted by this

method.

Another method was to sow five to six

seeds, properly spaCEd, in a single hole. When

they began sprouting, four or five small holes

were dug around each plant with a sharp,

pointed stick, and water was poured into them

from a kettle. When the water had soaked in,

the holes were stoppered with soil. On an

average, twenty buckets of water were required
for each mou so planted. One-fifth of the Hopei
cotton fields were planted in this way. The

success of such methods was shown by the

mcordsbreaking harvest.

other areas began the campaign against

drought many weeks before the spring sowing.

They started by conserving water sources.

Expert Drought Fighters

1n Chahar province Li Ho-wang, a Com-

munist Party member, who had gained fame

as a water conservancy model worker in 1950,
mobilised the peasants of his district for ice

conservation. Through holes in the ice on the

frozen river, they thrust straw dams so that

the flow of water was impeded, and it was

tnrced to the surface where it added to the

Recruit. Then they cut the ice into blacks

and took it to the fields where the spring thaw
did the rest. This was not the end oi the

Struggle, however, for later that spring, the
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Inc block. hken from the from river and left in the fields to

flaw in Ike spring Itln ll one method peasants Ilse to fight. drought

millet stalks stopped growing when they were

only about 20 centimetres high. No rain fell

in April and May. Many peasants, however.

still held captive by oldrfashioned ideas.

hesitated to water the millet so early in the

year for fear they might harm it. But Li,

with his collEag‘ues, waterEd the millet on 4,000

moo. of land for eight days. Soon after, the

plants began to grow again while those in the

unwatered fields began to wilt, Convinced by

this, the whole village followed suite.

Then in June, the river dried up. The

parched soil began to crack. But Li and his

colleagues knew that there must still be water

under the river-bed. Ninety people worked

day-andmight shifts to dig 50 ditches in the

river to tap ground water sufficient to irrigate

2,500 mm of land. Li’s anti»drought team

then mobilised 57 peasant households to repair

wells and water wheels, This provided enough

water for another 470 "mu pianist! to

vegetables.

Not far from the village there was a stream

that had never been used for irrigation. Li

organised 100 households to dig a canal from

the stream to the fields and another 1,400 mm

of parched land was assured of water. Under

such leadership by Li Ho—wang, peasants from

ten villages were thus enabled to beat the

drought. In 1951, under severe drought con.

ditions, they were able to gather a harvest

exceeding by more than 750 tons the yield

of 1950 which was a year of drought of only
minor proportions.
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Ln Fengchuang village. Huaijen county,
also in Chahar province. no less effective mea-

snr
'

were adopted under the leadership of Ma

Y. chien who was later elected a model worker.

Besides sowing the cotton in moist subrsuil and

using the dry top-soil tightly pressed down as

a desiccation cover, Ma’ harrowed three or more

times a season instead of the usual twice a

season. This also helped to Bunsen/e ground
moisture. After the summer rains in July. Ma

led the villagers in replanting 500 man of

crops which had withered on the stem. This

was done in a day's shock work with seed

loaned by the government. As a result of

these measures. Fengchuang village reaped a

harvest over 70 per cent of the average despite
the conditions of severe drought and with no

better water facilities than were available in

other afflicted areas.

It was peasants likc Li and Ma in many
areas who led the way to fight and overcome

drought The press and rural propagandists
spread the news of their methods and achieve-
merits.

Better Use of Water Supplies

Better use of water supplies was a key
factor in beating drought. The landlords in

the old days controlled not only the land but

waterways and water sources They used this

monopoly for extorting additional dues and

services from the peasants. This abuse was

eliminated by the land reform. but many old
customs that had grown up regarding water

usage had to be eliminated by Special efforts
on the part of the liberated peasants.

In some parts of Shansi province. for ex-

ample. there was the custom that the water-

needs of Villages on the upper reaches of
streams must be met before those along the
lower reaches. In consequence. in years of

drought the former villages could often irrigate
their fields several times a year while the less

fortunately placed were stowed or water.

Such anomalies too were ended soon after

the land reform. Villages using the same water

sources established joint committees on water

conservancy and laid down equitable rules for

the more rational use of the available water.

As a result, more land can now be irrigated
at a quicker rate of rotation than before. For

instance, along the Yangwu river in Kuohsien

county, Shansi province. a total area of 50.000
1mm of irrigated land attached to eighteen vil-

lages can now be irrigated on a 22-day rotation
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basis where before it took 30 days for each

village’s turn on the old rotation plan. The

water thus saved is sufficient to irrigate an

extra 16,000 nwu of land in another six villages.

Thus, the battle against drought was also

a campaign for more rational use and exploits
tion of water sources. Cotton fields in Shansi

and elsewhere in North China used to be

watered furrow by furrow. The drought fight-
ers introduced the system of watering only

every other furrow. This increased yields by

doubling the water supply for irrigation.

Mutual Aid

None of these methods of drought fighting
could have given really effective results with-

out the mutual aid among the peasants and

government aid that is. the mark of the New

Democratic economy of China. For instance.

the cost of digging a well is equivalent in valuE

to 273.000 catties of millet, a water wheel costs

2.000 catties. Only landlords and rich peasants
Could afford such “luxuries" in the past. NOW

the peasants pool resources to cover such ex-

penses. The government also grants generous

loans. Thus, since 1949. the number of wells

in North China has increased by 50,000 a yet!»

Furthermore, under individual ownership 3

single well used to irrigate about 15 man of

land, now with collective management it irri-

gates 20 to 50 man and in some exceptional
cases up to 100 mu. At a consérvative esunr

ate, therefore. the new wells constructed can

irrigate an extra 1% million m.

In 1949 there were 330,000 Water wheels

in use in North China; in 1950 they had in-

creased to 400.000 and in 1951 to 510.000—8n

increase of 15 per cent in two years, a number

equal to half the number of working water

wheels built in the past!

This enormous activity based on the higher

social consciousness of the liberated peasants

and the development of copperative methods of

work fostered by the New Danocracy makes

all the constructive efforts of the past seem puny

in comparison with the achievements of today'y

Peasants of North Anhwei, for insane, pooled
resources to dig 77.561 wells and 5.000 pools
in the single year of 1951. When each abls-

bodied man in Kailu county. Jehol province.

was called on to dig one well. 10.400 wells were

dug. Workers, People’s Liberation Army units.

students, teachers, ofllce workers, volunteered

their help to the peasants in the anti—drought

People’s China

campaign. Peasants ran the water wheels in

emergencies day and night.

Meanwhile the long-term measures of

drought prevention were being pressed ahead.

This work too, led by the People’s Government

and the foremost scientists of the country, is

inseparably linked with the activity of the

peasant masses in the building of reservoirs,

dams and dykes, in the afforestation of vast

areas, etc. The peasants of China know that

the battle against drought is a long-term task

and not merely a series of emergency measures.

As a result of these long-term measures. the

irrigated area has been enlarged by 17,000,000

mm. Some 90.000.000 1mm of land is now as-

sured of irrigation.

Early in 1952, it appeared that drought

conditions might arise from lack of snow

over considerable areas. The Central People's

Government Council therefore issued a direca

tive on February 8 starting a nation-wide anti—

dronght campaign. The Chinese Communist

Party endorsed this directive and gave it its

lull support. On February 13. the Central
Oflice for Agricultural Production and Drought

The P. L. A’s

Prevention, headed by the Minister of Agricul-

ture, held its first meeting. The North China

Administrative Committee. the Ministries of

Agriculture. Water Conservancy, Forestry, ln-

terior, Health. Trade, the People’s Bank of

China. the All-China Federation of Co-opera—

five: were represented in the Central Office.

All the necessary measures were planned. pre-

pared and initiated in the light of the experi»

ence of last year. Arrangements were made

for the setting up of droughtefighting organisa-

tions in all menaced areas; for the preparation

and supply of farm implements. water wheels,

medical equipment, fertiliser and seeds: medi—

cal care for the people and livestock; the allo»

cation and transportation of food supplies.
As the history of last year shows, drought

can no longer wreck China’s agricultural plans.
New China has won yet another brilliant Vic-

tory over an ancient enemy of the people. It

is because of such victories that the people
can look forward to the future with unshake»

able confidence, planning this year to increase

cereal production by 8 per cent and cotton

production by 20 per cent over the bumper
1951 yields.

New Weapon
A Quick Method of Learning to Read and Write Chinese

Yao Hub

The fighters of the millions strong People's
Liberation Army have acquired a new item of equip-
ment. They call it the "Rapid Method 0! Character

Learning", Devised by a PM. fighter. it is a

development and adaptation of the use of the pho-
DEtic script invented many years ago. This "Rapid
Method" enables an illiterate person (naturally only

one who speaks Chinese) to read books written in

popular style and 00 Write simple sentences after

only 150 hours 01 study. Last year, over 12.000

fighters and 3,030 teachers in the Southwest Military

Region tried out the "Rapid Method" and it proved
3 great success,

“Almost unbelievable." declared rideman Tang.
one of the first thousand men who had the good

iortune to join the experimental class in this new

method He had previously spent a whole year

learning characters. yet in that time, using the

orthodox method o; character-by-character men-Aoris-

ing he had only learnt 200. With the new method
in a short time, he learnt 2.000. ‘No wonder he

was enthusiastic.

The Method

Just what is this new method?

In writing Chink, thousands of ideognphs are
>

used Some of them are extremely simple, in these,
the ancient picturial bale is still clearly evident. like

the word for “run". a . iih, whose ancient form
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is to Others are made up by combining picture-

ldeographs as in the word for “bright,“ Vii mug.
where the sun and moon (present form n. ancient

tom )7 are joined. Some compound ideog‘raphs

are made up of a character or characters indicating

the sense or meaning or the word, the “sense moi.

cater". and about“ character or characters indicat-

ing the sound of pronunciation. the "phonetic indi-

cater". The word {any 2 meaning "district". tor

instance. is made up of a phonetic indicator. my

1 and a sense indicator tu 3. meaning “earth", which

is also a pictorial ideograph based on the ancient

form showing two layers ot earth with a sprouting

plant, Nine-tenths of written Chinese characters

are of this compound nature. Some are of great

complexity, such as a fling. meaning "to become

solid".

There are my aids for memorising these-

numerous and complicated structures, but all so far

have relied on a great effort or repetition. Accord—

ing to the new method. the student starts by mEmor-

mm; a set or 37 phonetic signs (not characters) such

as
— vi, x uncut/1L nun. men call them “walking

sticks“. A picture or a short story attached to each

helps the students in this preliminary task which

can be accomplished in two days. The second step.

is to learn to use the “walking sticks". A com.

binntion or any two or three 0! the phonetic signs

(which are divided into vowels and consonants) is
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