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A Word to Our Readers

THIS enlarged issue of Peking Review is a day late. We
regret the delay, but there were compelling reasons. Post-
poning publication, it seemed to us, was justified so that we
could bring you up-to-the-minute news of the First Session of
the Second National People’s Congress which has just ended.

Included in this issue are Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun’s report
on the draft national economic plan for 1959 and Vice-Premier
and Finance Minister Li Hsien-nien’s report on the final state
accounts for 1958 and the draft state budget for 1959. The 1959
plan for development of the national economy is a plan for a
continued big leap forward on the basis of the accomplishments
scored in 1958. The 1959 budget is one designed to serve peace
and the people’s well-being. These two documents are partic-
ularly valuable for their concise interpretation of the policies

to be followed and the wealth of background material they
furnish,

Discussions on Premier Chou En-lai's report on the work
of the government and Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun’s report on the
draft national economic plan for 1959 led to nationwide rejoicing
and enthusiasm. At the sessions of the National People’s Con-
gress and the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference,
speaker after speaker pledged their full support and expressed
complete confidence that the magnificent 1959 plan would be
successfully carried out.

Also printed in this issue are excerpts from speeches made
at the National People’s Congress voicing sharp protest against
the designs of the imperialist interventionists and Indian expan-
sionists on Tibet. Many deputies spoke on this subject. Limita-
tions of space, however, permit publication of only a fraction
of all that was said on this vital question at the National People’s
Congress.

There can be no doubt as to the Chinese people’s sentiments
against foreign interference in China’s internal affairs. Tibet is
part and parcel of China. This established historical fact can-
not be denied even by the imperialists. The Chinese people,
therefore, are well within their rights in putting down the armed
rebellion of the handful of Tibetan reactionaries who plotted
in cahoots with the imperialists and foreign reactionaries. The
anti-Chinese ballyhoo raised by the expansionist elements in
India only serves to show that they are going the way of the
British imperialists in a vain attempt to separate Tibet from
China and convert it into their protectorate.

As reported elsewhere in this issue, a mounting wave of
protest is spreading throughout the country against any foreign
interference in China’s domestic affairs.

To provide our readers with the background material and
factual data needed for a full understanding of the truth about
Tibet, the next number of Peking Review will be a special issue
devoted to Tibet. We will bring you articles on the historical
background of Tibet and political developments there.



Round the Week

News from the

ON the afternoon of April 27, at 3:45, Peking time, 1,157

people’s deputies to the National People’s Congress,
exercising the power delegated to them by the people of
China, filed past the big ballot boxes in Huai Ren Tang
Hall and cast their secret ballots to elect the Chairman of
the People’s Republic of China and other leading personnel
of the state. All ballots were printed in the Han, Mongo-
lian, Uighur and Tibetan languages. At 5:05 Peng Chen,
the executive chairman of the day’s session, solemnly an-
nounced: “Deputy Liu Shao-chi is elected Chairman of the
People’s Republic of China. ... Deputy Soong Ching Ling
and Deputy Tung Pi-wu are elected Vice-Chairmen of the
People’s Republic of China.” The people’s deputies and
the members of the C.P.P.C.C. who were also present at
this session greeted the new
Chairman and Vice-Chair-
men with a standing ova-
tion. Then the deputies
elected Chu Teh Chairman
of the Standing Committee
of the National People's
Congress. The N.P.C. also
approved Chairman Liu
Shao-chi’'s nomination of
Chou En-lai as Premier of
the State Council. Thunder-
ous applause greeted them.

Other leading personnel
of the state elected are:
Hsieh Chueh-tsai, President
of the Supreme People’s
Court, and Chang Ting-
cheng, Chief Procurator
of the Supreme People’s
Procuracy. Among the 16
elected Vice-Chairmen of
the Standing Committee of
the N.P.C. are Lin Po-chu,
Li Chi-shen, Lo Jung-huan,
Kuo Mo-jo, Peng Chen, the
Dalai Lama and Panchen
Erdeni.

The list of candidates
were put forward jointly
by 143 members of the
Presidium of the present session of the N.P.C. and group
leaders of the deputies.

Mao Tse-tung was present at the session and cast his
votes. The entire congress rose to its feet and cheered the
beloved leader of the Chinese people when he went to the
platform to take his seat in the Presidium. Chairman Mao
himself proposed last year, as we reported at the time,
not to be a candidate for Chairman of the People’s Republic.
At its plenary session last December, the Central Commit-
tee of the Chinese Communist Party approved his proposal.
(See Peking Review, No. 43, Dec. 23, 1958.)
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Chairman Mao casling his vote

N.P.C. Session

As soon as the election results were broadcast over
the radio people in all parts of China festively greeted the
news. In the capital, men and women rushed into the
streets beating gongs and cymbals. Firecrackers exploded
late into the night. Cheers of “Long Live Chairman
Mao Tse-tung! Long Live the People's Republic of China!
Long Live the Chinese Communist Party!” resounded
through the streets. Thousands of Pecking citizens flocked
to Tien An Men Square, danced under the open sky.

The next day, on April 28, the N.P.C. decided on the
choice of Vice-Premiers and other members of the State
Council, the Vice-Chairmen and other members of the
National Defence Council. Then the N.P.C. adopted res-
olutions, including a resolution on the report on the work
of the government, the 1959
national economic plan, and
the 1958 final state accounts
and the 1959 state budget;
a resolution on the report
on the work of the Stand-
ing Commitiee of the N.P.C.
and a resolution on Tibet.
The First Session of the
Second National People's
Congress then adjourned.

Reports to the N.P.C. At
the outset, as we reported
last week, the session heard
a report on the work of the
government by Premier
Chou En-lai, which is a
comprehensive analysis of
all aspects of work in the
country during the more
than four years since the
convocation of the First
Session of the First N.P.C.
(see Peking Review, No. 16,
April 21, 1959). The report
was keenly and intensely
discussed by the people’s
deputies. In their numerous
group discussions, the depu-
ties described the great
progress that had been made
in their respective fields during the past few years.

On April 21, the deputies listened with great interest
to a report on the national economic plan for 1959 by
Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun, who is also head of the State
Planning Commission, and a report on the 1958 final
accounts and the 1959 state budget by Vice-Premier Li
Hsien-nien, concurrently Minister of Finance.

Vice-Premier Li Fu-chun’s report envisages a 40 per
cent increase in the total output value of industry and
agriculture over 1958. The output value of the capital goods
industries in 1959 will be 46 per cent higher than in 1958
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The Presidium of the First Session of the Second National People’s Congress

and that of the consumer goods industries will be 34
per cent higher. In addition to the targets of 1,050,000
million jin of grain and 100 million dan of cotton this
year, efforts will be made on the agricultural front to
effect an overall development in industrial crops, forestry,
animal husbandry, rural side lines and fisheries.

Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien’s report showed an increase
of 35 per cent in 1958 over 1957 in both revenue and
expenditures with a favourable balance of 900 million
yuan. He proposed a balanced budget for 1959 with a
24.2 per cent increase in revenue and a 27 per cent increase
in expenditures.

The deputies also heard a report on the work of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress
delivered by Peng Chen, one of the Vice-Chairmen of the
Standing Committee and Secretary-General.

Peng Chen briefly summed up the activities of the
Standing Commitlee since the close of the Fifth Session
of the First N.P.C. over a year ago. During this period
the Standing Commitice met 17 times and adopted 38
resolutions on various subjects. It decided to ratify a
number of treaties and pacts with other countries, and
enacled a number of regulations and decrees, including
the agricultural tax regulations. It also approved the
“Declaration of the Government of the People’s Republic
of China on China’s Territorial Sea” and the organic rules
for the people’s congresses and people’s councils of several
aulonomous chou and autonomous counties.

Discussion on Rebellion in Tibet. General discussion
began on April 22 when Panchen Erdeni and five other
deputies took the floor and sternly condemned the imperial-
ists and the Indian expansionists for intervening in the
internal affairs of China and supporting the Tibetan rebels.

Panchen Erdeni, Acting Chairman of the Preparatory
Committee for the Autonomous Region of Tibet, was the
first to speak. He was greeted with prolonged ap-
plause. Speaking in the Tibetan language, dressed in a
dark brown silk Tibetan robe, the tall, young Panchen
proclaimed: *“I solemnly declare here before all the
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deputies to the National People’s Congress: Our Tibet is
the Tibet of China, now and always; we will never allow
foreigners to interfere in our affairs in Tibet or the rest
of China!” Prolonged, thunderous applause broke out from
the deputies in Huai Ren Tang Hall. He was followed
by Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme, Vice-Chairman and Secretary-
General of the Preparatory Committee for the Autonomous
Region of Tibet; Li Chi-shen, Chairman of the Revolu-
tionary Committee of the' Kuomintang; Shen Chun-ju,
Chairman of the China Democratic League; Huang Yen-
pei, Chairman of the China Democratic National Construc-
tion Association; and Ngawang Jaltso, Vice-President of
the Chinese Buddhists Association.

Their speeches were interrupted again and again by
the applause of the deputies signifying their approval.

In the sessions that followed, many people’s deputies
in succession condemned the British imperialists and the
Indian expansionists for their interference in China's
internal affairs. Many of the speakers were Tibetans and
representatives of other national minorities in China.
These speeches from the rostrum of the N.P.C. voiced the
sentiments and thoughts of China’s 650 million people
united as one against any foreign provocations.

Discussion on the Big Leap. During the plenary
sessions and in the group discussions, the deputies fully
endorsed Premier Chou's report on the work of the
government and the reports of Vice-Premiers Li Fu-chun
and Li Hsien-nien. The deputies also reviewed the
developments in their respective fields of work.

Wang Ho-shou, Minister of Metallurgical Industry,
described the growth of China's steel industry. When
this year’s target of 18 million tons is met, he said. the
situation in China’s steel production will be greatly
changed. He said that the many small iron and steel
plants set up in the provinces, autonomous regions and
municipalities will grow into more complete iron and steel
enterprises this year and the number of large-scale iron
and steel works will also multiply. Many regions which
had no iron and steel industry will soon have their own
steel bases.



The deputies greeting the new leading personnel of the state

Vice-Premier Teng Tzu-hui talked on agriculture and
water conservancy. He said that the doubling of both
grain and cotton output in 1958 was achieved by raising
per mu yields. He said that the decisive factor of success
was that the peasants, inspired by the general line for
building socialism, earnestly carried out the 8-point “Char-
ter of Agriculture” and that close planting was the key to
raising per mu yields. In July 1955 Teng Tzu-hui made
a report to the First N.P.C. on the project of harnessing
the Yellow River. At this session he reported on the big
progress already made with this project.

Many of the deputies are peasants from the people’s
communes in many parts of the country. In their down-
to-earth speeches they presented enthusiastic accounts of

N.P.C. Resolution on

The following resolution was adopted on April 28 by the
First Session of the Second National People’s Congress. — Ed.

HE First Session of the Second National People’s

Congress, after detailed discussion of various questions
relating to Tibet, has decided as follows:

(1) Congress fully approves all the measures taken
by the State Council after the former local government
and the reactionary clique of the upper social strata in
Tibet started their rebellion on March 10, 1959. Congress
greets the Chinese People’s Liberation Army units stationed
in Tibet which have quickly put down the rebellion, as
well as the Tibetan lamas, laymen of all circles and
patriotic people of all social strata who have actively
helped the People’s Liberation Army quell the rebellion:
and expresses its appreciation of the services rendered by
them.

(2) The rebellion of the former local government and
the reactionary clique of the upper social strata in Tibet
was not fortuitous. Since the latter part of the 19th
century and the beginning of the 20th century, when the
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the big leap forward in agriculture in their
respective localities and of the progress
of the people’s communes.

Li Shun-ta, chairman of the Hsikou
People’s Commune in Shansi Province. for
example, said (in a speech prepared jointly
with Deputy Shen Chi-lan, another mem-
ber of the commune) that for the first
time in history the peasants in his area,
the Taihang Mountains, had an iron mine
and a branch railway and that highways
had been built to link up with the mine.
A coal mine, too, had been opened. What's
more, electricity has been installed in his
commune for lighting and production.

The resolution on Premier Chou's
report and the two Vice-Premiers' reports
adopted by the N.P.C. session on April
28 sums up the views of the deputies on
China’s progress during the term of
office of the First N.P.C.:

“In the past four years and more,
tremendous achievements have been made in all spheres
of work in our country. In particular, the all-round big
leap forward in socialist construction in 1958 had far-
reaching significance economically, politically and ideo-
logically. It showed the great creativeness and heroic
spirit of the Chinese people led by the Chincse Communist
Party, the Central People’s Government and Chairman
Mao Tse-tur.g in the struggle to change the backward state
of the national economy and culture.”

The resolution notes that the 1959 national economic
plan and the 1959 state budget are “forward-looking and
well-founded.” It calls on the nation to greet the tenth
anniversary of the People’s Republic by working to fulfil
and overfulfil the 1959 plan.

the Question of Tibet

British imperialists engaged in military, political and
economic aggression against the Tibet region of our
country with India as their base, an acute, long-term
struggle has been waged between the patriotic Tibetan
people who oppose aggression and a handful of Tibetan
traitors who were bought over and made use of by the
aggressive foreign forces. On the eve of the liberation
of China, the pro-imperialist elements were dominant in
the leading group of the former local government of Tibet.
After the peaceful liberation of Tibet in 1951, the Central
People’s Government, in order to give these pro-imperialist
clements time to come to their senses, adopted a
magnanimous attitude towards them, let them remain in
their posts in the former local government of Tibet, and
would not look into their past misdeeds so long as they
broke with the imperialists and other foreign interven-
tionists and did not engage in disruptive activities. This
policy of the Central People’s Government was completely
correct because it facilitated the Central People’s Govern-
ment and the People’s Liberation Army in establishing
ties with the broad mass of the Tibetan people and many
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people of the upper and middle social strata and enabled
them to win the latter’'s confidence. The traitors in the
former local government of Tibet, however, while feigning
compliance with the 17-article agreement on the peaceful
liberation of Tibet, continued to conspire with the
imperialists and foreign interventionists, plotted to bring
about the so-called “independence of Tibet” as demanded
by the imperialists and foreign interventionists, and finally
launched the armed rebellion. It was only after the
rebels attacked the People's Liberation Army units
stationed in Lhasa that the Central People’s Government
directed the People’s Liberation Army to put down the
rebellion, and ordered the dissolution of the former local
government of Tibet. In this way, the crimes of these
traitors were completely exposed before the Tibetan
people of all strata as well as before the people of the
whole world. All right is on the side of the Central Peo-
ple’s Government and all those who support its policy. All
those foreigners who express their “sympathy” with these
treacherous and inhuman rebels, who have betrayed and
tried to split their motherland and engaged in slaughter
and arson, and who attempt to seize this opportunity to
interfere in China's internal affairs, will only enable the
people of all the nationalities of our country and the
people throughout the world to see them in their true
colours and to draw the necessary lessons.

(3) National regional autonomy under the unified
leadership of the Central People’s Government should be
resolutely implemented in Tibet as in other national
minority areas of our country. The former local govern-
ment and the reactionary clique of the upper social strata
in Tibet, in making a vain attempt to bring about the
so-called “indepcendence of Tibet,” were actively opposed
to national regional autonomy. Following the dissolution
of the former local government of Tibet and the failure
of the rebellion launched by the reactionary clique of the
upper social strata in Tibet, it is now already possible,
while enforcing military control by the People’s Liberation
Army, to set up, step by step, local administrative organs
of the Tibetan Autonomous Region at all levels and build
up self-defence forces of the Tibetan people under the
leadership of the Preparatory Committee for the Tibetan
Autonomous Region, and for the Preparatory Committee
to begin to carry out the functions and exercise the powers
of autonomy. Representatives of the broad mass of people
and of patriots of all social strata should participate in the
local administrative organs of the Tibetan Autonomous
Region at all levels. All officers and men of the People’s
Liberation Army units in Tibet and all working personnel
of the Han and other nationalities in Tibet must establish
the closest fraternal ties with the Tibetan people, work
hard and make heroic endeavours in serving the interests
of the Tibetan people.

(4) The existing social system in Tibet is an extremely
backward system of serfdom. The degree of cruelty which
characterized the exploitation, oppression and persecution
of the labouring people by the serf owners can hardly be
paralleled in any other part of the world. Even those who
have repealedly expressed “sympathy” for the Tibetan
rebels cannot explain why they are so enthusiastic in
backing up such a backward system. The Tibetan people
for a long time have firmly demanded the reform of their
social system. Many open-minded people of the upper and
middle social strata have also come to realize that without
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reform the Tibetan people will never get the chance to
enjoy a prosperous life. With the putting down of the
rebellion started by the reactionary elements of the
former local government of Tibet who are opposed to
reform, conditions have been provided for the smooth
realization of the desire for reform of the broad mass of
the Tibetan people. The Preparatory Committee for the
Tibetan Autonomous Region should, in accordance with
the Constitution, the aspirations of the broad mass of the
Tibetan people and the social, economic and cultural
characteristics of Tibet, carry out democratic reforms in
Tibet step by step and free the Tibetan people from
suffering so as to lay the foundations for the building of
a prosperous, socialist new Tibet. In the course of reform,
the patriotic people of all social strata throughout Tibet, both
lamas and laymen, should be closely united, and distine-
tions should be made in dealing with those who have
taken no part in the rebellion, those who were forced to join
the rebellion but later surrendered quickly, and those serf
owners who determinedly joined the rebellion. Attention
should be paid to protecting the freedom of religious belief
of all the Tibetan people and religious and cultural relics.

(5) Tibet is an inalienable part of China. It belongs
to the big family of the Chinese people, to the broad
mass of the Tibetan people, not to the handful of reac-
tionaries, much less to the imperialists and foreign
interventionists. The rebellion of the handful of Tibetan
reactionaries and its suppression are wholly internal
affairs of China which do not permit of any interference
by foreigners. It is the firm and unalterable policy of
the People’s Republic of China to implement national
regional autonomy in the Tibet area under the unified
leadership of the Central People’s Government and with
the broad masses and patriotic people of all walks of
life as the masters, to carry through democratic reforms
under the unified leadership of the Central People's
Government and to build a prosperous, socialist new Tibet
by relying on the fraternal unity and mutual assistance
of the working people of all nationalities. The rebellion
of the handful of Tibetan reactionaries is not only
powerless to prevent realization of this policy but will
only accelerate the awakening of the Tibetan people and
thus speed up its implementation. Similarly, no interven-
tion against this policy of ours in Tibet by any foreign
forces, no matter under what pretext or form, can
prevent its realization. On the contrary, it can only
rouse the Chinese people of all nationalities, including
the Tibetan people, to wage a patriotic struggle against
intervention. The People’s Republic of China has consist-
ently abided by the Five Principles, coexisting peacefully
with its neighbours in the southwest, respecting their
sovereignty and territorial integrity and not interfering
in their internal affairs. The National People’s Congress
notes with regret that certain people in Indian political
circles have recently made extremely unfriendly state-
ments and committed extremely unfriendly acts which
interfere in China’s internal affairs. These statements
and acts do not conform to the common interests of the
peoples of the two countries, they only conform to the
interests of their common enemy, the imperialists.
Congress hopes that this abnormal situation will quickly
disappear and that through the joint efforts of both sides,
the great and long-standing friendly relations between China
and India will be further consolidated and developed.



Warning to All Expansionists

Chinese People Will Not Tolerate
Foreign Intervention in Tibet

FROM one end of China to the other the people have

been enraged by the provocations of the Indian ex-
pansionist elements. These ambitious Indian politicians,
in league with the British imperialists, who but yesterday
were sitting on their backs, and the discredited Chiang
Kai-shek clique, have been working hand in glove with
rebels in Tibet to sever Tibet from the Chinese motherland.
From Lhasa to Lushun, from the far west of Sinkiang to
the seaboard provinces in the east, the 650 million people of
China warn the provocateurs: the quelling of this rebellion
is China’s internal affair. The people of China will brook no
outside interference against the unity of their motherland.

Many speeches at the National People’s Congress and
the National Commitiee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference were devoted to Tibet, and the
expansionist elements in India who have stepped into
the boots of the British imperialists were condemned.
Indignation meetings were held in cities and towns, in
the factories and people’s communes, schools and universi-
ties. Everywhere feelings ran high.

Newspaper offices and the Broadcasting Centre in
Peking have been flooded with letters and telephone
messages. Some have made personal visits to the editorial
offices to voice their anger. The national dailies and the
newspapers in the provinces, as well as radio broadcasts,
have turned over entire pages and peak-listening time to
expressions of the people’s indignation. Letters to the
editor, in which the interventionists are warned in strong
language to keep their hands off Tibet, keep pouring into
the newspaper offices and have become a prominent
feature in the newspapers these days.

The scandalous behaviour of a mob of Indian ex-
pansionist elements in front of the Chinese Consulate in
Bombay on April 20, who, with the connivance of the
police, hurled insults at a picture of Chairman Mao Tse-
tung, the beloved leader of the Chinese people, has been
universally condemned in China. The outrage is regarded
as a deliberate insult to the Chinese people as a whole.
Workers, peasants, students, housewives in Peking, Shang-
hai, Shenyang, Wuhan, Canton, Chungking —in fact, in
all cities and towns where the news of this violence be-
came known — were infuriated by this latest affront from
the Indian expansionists. It is a serious provocation
which the 650 million people of China will not ignore.

In the schools, universities, and the institutes with
large numbers of students from the national minorities,
the Indian expansionists and their mentors, the British
imperialists, have been excoriated in no uncertain terms.
At the Central Institute for Nationalities in Peking, for
example, the students and their teachers have put up
several thousand dazibao (opinions written in bold
characters on large sheets of paper and posted on the
walls for everybody to see) in the last few days which
flay the Indian expansionist elements for their provoca-
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tions against China. Some 40 nationalities are represented
at this Institute and the dazibao are penned in their dif-
ferent languages. A typical one was put up by a Tibetan
student: “The Indian expansionists clamour for Tibetan
‘independence.” This is a naked attempt to interfere in
China’s internal affairs. But it will be as difficult for
them to realize this ambitious expansionist scheme of
theirs as to move the Himalayas away.”

The people of the national minorities, who know from
their own experience that it is the united China under the
leadership of the Communist Party that has enabled them
to enjoy what they have today, lashed out at the inter-
ventionists who have been trying in vain to sever Tibet from
the mother country. They declared that the expansionist
elements in India who are bent on interfering in China’s
internal affairs must come to their senses, for the people of
China today are not what they were in the 19th century or
under Chiang Kai-shek; having stood on their own feet
they will not allow others to push them around again.

In all parts of China protest meetings continue to be
held as the extent of the complicity of the Indian expan-
sionists in the armed rebellion in Tibet comes to light.
On Sunday when the newspapers carrying reports of the
meeting of Prime Minister Nehru with the Dalai Lama
and of Nehru’'s subsequent press conference in Mussoorie
reached the public, people in Peking and other cities began
to hold meetings again and to discuss the situation which
had agitated their minds for days on end. Since the
Dalai Lama confirmed that he had written the letters to
General Tan Kuan-san, the authenticity of which the In-
dian expansionists had questioned, the admission brought
into bold relief the fact that the Dalai Lama had all the
time been under duress.

One old worker fired a series of questions at the
Indian expansionist elements: Was it not a case of inter-
ference in China’s internal affairs when an official of the
Indian Ministry of External Affairs distributed the so-
called “Statement of the Dalai Lama”? Weren't the
Indian expansionists trying to strike at the unity and
solidarity of China’s nationalities when they purposely
chose the day of the opening of the National People’s
Congress to issue the so-called “Statement of the Dalai
Lama”? Weren’t they openly trying to undermine the
friendship between China and India when thugs insulted
the picture of Chairman Mao Tse-tung in front of the
Chinese Consulate in Bombay with the connivance of the
Indian police?

The mood of the nation has been voiced in speeches
at the N.P.C. session. We publish excerpts from some
of these speeches in the following pages. For lack of
space we have not been able to include the speeches of
many other deputies from different walks of life. For
example, the speech of Tan Kah Kee, a well-known figure
among overseas Chinese, who warned the Indian expan-
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sionists that they were hurtling themselves into [lames
like moths when they tricd to provoke the Chinese
people; or the spcech of General Fu Chung, Deputy Chief
of the General Political Department of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army, who warned the imperialists

and expansionists that their schemes to invade China’s
territory of Tibet would be crushed by the iron fists of the
united people of all the nationalities of China, and many
others. We take you now to the N.P.C. session and the
speeches delivered there.

Speeches on Tibet by N.P.C. Deputies

Panchen Erdeni Chuji-Geltseng

Acting Chairman of the Preparatory Committee
Jor the Autonomous Region of Tibet

I was greatly incensed when I read the so-called
“statement of the Dalai Lama” issued through an official
of the Indian Ministry of External Affairs in Tezpur on
April 18th. When I compare it with either the Dalai
Lama’s usual statements and actions or the three letters
which he himsell wrote to Tan Kuan-san, the acting
representalive of the Central People’s Government in
Tibet, I see that this alleged statement has nothing in
common with them. The tone of the statement is not
that of the Dalai Lama himself, nor does it conform to
our ordinary Tibetan usage. It is obvious that this so-
called statement of the Dalai Lama was imposed on him
by foreigners.

That Tibet is an inalienable part of Chinese territory
nobody can deny. From very early times, Tibet has had
close political, economic and cultural ties with the interior
of the mother country. In the thirteenth century, the Tibet
region was formally included in Chinese territory. Since
then, Tibet has always been a part of China.

The so-called statement of the Dalai Lama said: The
Tibetan pceople are different from the Han people. But
can this be a ground for “independence”? As everyone
knows, apart from the Han nationality, China has more
than fifty national minorities that differ in national traits
not only from the Han people but also from each other.
In regard to nationality they differ, but in relation to
the motherland all of them are
members of the big family of
the motherland. There are many
multi-national countries in the
world. Difference in national-
ity cannot in any way be used
as a pretext for splitting the
motherland.

What the stalement asserted,
about there having “always been
a strong desire for independence
on the part of the Tibetan pco-
ple,” is a complete fabrication.
In fact, the overwhelming ma-
jority of the Tibetan people,
like all the other nationalities
of the motherland, consider it
is in their best interest to safe-
guard the unity of the mother-
land and the solidarity of all
the nationalities and to oppose
imperialist aggression. The Ti-

betan people know from their =#e=i S5 ML
own experience that the inevit- Panchen Erdeni addressing the National People's Congress
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able outcome of separation from the motherland would
not be independence for Tibet, but the turning of Tibet
into a colony and protectorate of a foreign country.

We know that this so-called “independence” for Tibet
was first proposed by the British. The British aggressors
invaded Tibet on a large scale in 1904, slaughtering many
of our Tibetan compatriots and occupying Lhasa by armed
force. After that Britain not only plotted to detach Tibet
from China and prevented the Chinese Government from
“interfering in Tibetan internal affairs,” but created
grievous divisions even within Tibet. As a result of the
vicious machinations of the British aggressors and their
running dogs, the former Panchen was driven out, the
Living Buddha Rabchen was murdered, the Living Buddha
Geda was poisoned and so was the father of the Dalai
Lama. Such are the bloody lessons we have learnt from
so-called “independence” for Tibet.

Now some Indians are again talking about “inde-
pendence” for Tibet and saying that they “recognize Chi-
nese suzerainty but do not permit China to interfere in
Tibet’s internal affairs.” It may be asked, why is it that
China cannot run Chinese affairs, while other people can?
What dilference is there between these utterances and
those of the British in the past? I think there is none.
These stalements are approved only by the imperialists,
colonialists and reactionaries, and not by the Indian and
other peoples of the world, nor by all those people in
India who stand for the five principles of peaceful co-
existence, {reasure Sino-Indian friendship and genuinely
sympathize with the Tibetan people.

We Tibetan people are firmly
opposed to these statements.
On behalf of all the Tibetan
people, clerics and laymen, I
solemnly declare here before all
the deputies to the National
People’s Congress: Our Tibet is
the Tibet of China, now and
always; we will never allow
foreigners to interfere in our
affairs in Tibet or the rest of
China!

It goes without saying that
Tibet as an autonomous region
of the motherland enjoys the
right of national regional au-
tonomy. As we all know, na-
tional local autonomy is the
basic policy of the Chinese
Communist Party and the Cen-
tral People’s Government in
solving the nationality problem
in our country. The policy has
been written into our Con-
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stitution and the Agreement on the Measures for
the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet. Article 3 of the
agreement stipulates: “In accordance with the policy
towards nationalities laid down in the Common Pro-
gramme of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference. the Tibetan people have the right of exer-
cising national regional autonomy under the unified leader-
ship of the Central People’s Government.” The Prepar-
atory Committee for the Autonomous Region of Tibet was
set up early in 1956 and the Dalai Lama was appointed
Chairman. Such work of the Preparatory Committee as
was done in the past was decided on under the personal
direction of the Dalai Lama after full consultation among
people of all sections. Most of the members and func-
tionarics of the Preparalory Committee were Tibetans
from various sections of the population.

All these are incontrovertible facts. As for the lack
of progress in the work of the Preparatory Committee,
that was due to obstruction and sabotage by the former
local government and the reactionary group of the upper
social strata in Tibet. This reactionary group persistently
obstructed the work of the Preparatory Committee. per-
secuted [unctionaries and patriots of Tibetan nationality.
tried to create disunity beiween Tibetans and Hans and
among Tibetans themselves, and opposed any democratic
and progressive measures. Although Tibet has been
liberated for eight years. its political and social system
remains unchanged. How can it be said that the local
government of Tibet did not enjoy any measure of au-
tonomy? I consider it entirely a matter of duty and
normal in relations between a central and a local govern-
ment for the central government to guide and examine
the work of the local government. In the past it was not
that the Central Government did too much looking into
the work of the former local government of Tibet but
rather too little.

In the eight years since liberation. the Central Gov-
ernment has consistently adhered to the policy of national
solidarity and acted magnanimously towards the former
local government of Tibet. However, those incorrigible
reactionaries took the ecentral authorities’ attitude as a
sign of weakness and went to the extreme of turning
frenziedly against the motherland and the people. The
facts prove that what they want is not autonomy but so-
called “independence” for Tibet. Indeed. it is not “inde-
pendence” for Tibet either. but an attempt., under the
guise of “independence.” to sell out the motherland for
their own advancement and maintain their reactionary
rule. This guise of “independence” is the same as the
guise of “Manchukuo” used by the Manchu traitor Pu Yi*
who sold out to the Japanese aggressors.

Now the situation in Tibet is already completely
under the conirol of the Tibet Military Area Command
of the Pcople’s Liberation Army and the Preparatory
Committee for the Autonomous Region of Tibet. With
the active support of the Tibetan people, both lamas and
laymen., the People’s Liberation Army units are continuing
to mop up the remnants of the rebels. I am confident
that the rchel remnants in the Tibet region will be fully
accounled for in a very short time and that the Tibetan

*Pu Yi was the last of the emperors of the Ching dynasty
overthrown in 1911. Subsequently he was puppet emperor of

“Manchukuo.” the Japanese occupation regime in Northeast
China. — Ed.

10

people will embark on the sunny road of prosperity and
progress. The schemes of the Tibetan rebels for so-called
independence have gone bankrupt. It is utterly futile for
the rebels under the direction of their foreign masters o
usurp the name of the Dalai Lama in carrying out their
activities to disrupt and split the motherland. The im-
perialists are doing their utmost to use this incident to
undermine Sino-Indian relations. This is intolerable. It
is worth noting that the reactionaries in India, treading
the path of the British imperialists, have always harboured
expansionist ambitions towards Tibet and have carried
out various forms of sabotage which undoubtedly benefit
the imperialists and are unfavourable to the friendship
between China and India.

The imperialists and foreign reactionaries disguise
themselves as friends of the Tibetan people just as
ferocious devils sometimes don the guise of benevolent
Bodhisattvas. But the Tibetan people, for long victims of
foreign aggression, see clearly; they can clearly distinguish
friends from enemies. No matter how skilfully the im-
perialists and foreign reactionaries may disguise them-
selves, they can deceive no one.

Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme
Vice-Chairman and Secretary-General of the Preparatory
Committee for the Autonomous Region of Tibet

I should now like to speak about the statement 1ssued
to the press in the name of the Dalai Lama on April 18
in Tezpur, India.

I am a member of the Tibetan landlord class, and 1
also held official posts in the former local government
of Tibet. I was a kaloon* of the government for ten years.
In 1951, T was the chief plenipotentiary delegate of the
local government of Tibet in the negotiations with the
Central People’s Government. In 1956, when the Pre-
paratory Committee for the Autonomous Region of Tibet
was established, T was appointed Secretary-General of
that Committee. Therefore, T knew every detail of all
the work done in Tibet over the past few years.

Here I should like especially to make a brief review of
developments since 1951.

In 1951, the former local government of Tibet headed
by the Dalai Lama sent five of us as plenipotentiary
delegates to Peking by two routes, one group by way of
the Kham area, and the other via India. After the two
groups met in Peking, they had detailed discus-
sions on an intimate and friendly basis with the plenipo-
tentiary delegates of the Central Government, which
arrived at unanimous opinions satisfactory to both parties.
After that they signed the seventeen-article agreement.

Following the conclusion of this agreement, the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army and working personnel arrived in
Tibet. With notable results, they conscientiously abided
by the seventeen-article agreement and the policy of
national equality and unity. Before the peaceful libera-
tion of Tibet, there was quite a fecling of fear among
the Tibetan people, owing to wild rumours spread by the
imperialists and the Chiang Kai-shek band of brigands.
But now Tibetans regard the People’s Liberation Army
as members of their own family.

* Kaloon is the Tibetan name for the members of the
kasha, the former local government of Tibet. — Ed.
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Take construction in Tibet as
another example: the Central Gov-
ernment sent men and material to
build thousands of kilometres of
highways. and thus relieved the
Tibetan people of their difficulties
in  communications. In addition.
hospitals were set up to provide
free medical services in various big
cities and towns and many pri-
mary and middle schools were
established. In short. the Central
Government has done a great deal
to help the Tibetan people develop
Tibet’s economy. culture, etc.

Politically. in accordance with
the agreement, the functions and
powers of the former local govern-
ment in Tibet and the position and
powers of the Dalai Lama re-
mained unchanged. Officials at all
levels remained at their posts as
before. The Central Government
never used any compulsion with
regard to the political powers and
work of the former local govern-
ment of Tibet.

According to the agreement. the
local Tibetan troops should have
been reorganized into the People’s
Liberation Army and the exireme-
ly backward system in Tibet has
to be reformed. However. since
the former local government of
Tibet and the reactionary clique of
the upper social strata objected.
the Central Government. proceed-
ing from a policy of magnanimity
and cherishing unity. gave them
ample time to think things over.
In the end, the Tibetan troops were
not reorganized and the system
was not reformed in the least.

REJOICING IN LHASA

Tibel celebrated the third anniversary of the Freparatory Committee for the
Autonomous Region of Tibet on April 22 with special animation. It was the first
anniversary since the Committec assumed the functions and powers of local govern-
ment by order of the State Council on March 28, 1959,

In Lhasa, more than a thousand representatives from all the nationalities there
and from every walk of life turned up at the celebration meeling. Living Buddhas
in red robes, kanpos (high-ranking monks), lamas and people of high society in
Lhasa rubbed shoulders with Tibetan functionaries, workers, peasants and repre-
sentatives of the P.L.A. They were celebrating the entry of the Tibetan people into
a new era of national regional autonomy, the beginning of a new free life.

Addressing the meeting, Chang Kuo-hua, Vice-Chairman of the Preparatory
Committee, reviewed the work of the Committee in the past three years. Although
many decisions were taken in the period under review, he said, little actual progress
had been made owing to obstruction by the reactionaries. With the Preparatory
Committee now actually taking over the reins of government, a new page is turned
in the history of Tibet and there is every likelihood that a [ull-fledged autonomous
region will be set up at an early date, he added.

Living Buddha Pebabla Cholich-namje, one of the Tibetan Viee-Chairmen of
the Committee who could not attend the meeting owing to ill health, sent it a mes-
sage of greetings. Lamin Yishi Tsuden, Tibetan Deputy Sceretary-General of the
Committee since its inauguration, described the dissolution of the former loecal
government of Tibet and the assumption of its functions and powers by the Pre-
paratory Commitlee as “a greal event truly deserving celebration.,” Another
prominent Tibetan leader at the meetling was Sampo Tsewong-Rentzen, Deputy
Commander of the Tibet Military Area Command and one of the six kaloons of
the former local government. He has just recovered from the wound inflicted by the
rebels. General Tan Kuan-san, Political Commissar of the P.L.A. Tibet Military
Area Command, was also among the speakers. He described how. when temple-
dancing was being held in the Potala Palace, the Dalai Lama personally told Teng
Shao-tung, Deputy Commander of the Military Area Command, that he would like
to sce a performance at the auditorium of the Militery Area Command and later
himself fixed March 10 as the date. General Tan Kuan-san assured the gathering
that the People’s Liberation Army would live up to the expectations of the Tibetan
people and thoroughly put down the rebellion.

Meanwhile, the P.L.A. had won a resounding victory in cleaning up the Loka
area, a stronghold of the rebel gang of oppressors and traitors who have now been
routed everywhere in Tibet. The vast area south of the Tsangpo River and
north of the Himalaya Mountains is now under the firm control of the P.L.A.
The Loka area, southeast of Lhasa, is that part of China bordering on India and
Bhutan. It was in this area that the rebels headed by Amdutsong Gomputashi.
Khmatsong and Sandu Tsong were receiving arms from abroad and supplies air-
dropped from unidentified foreign planes.

The Central Government proposed national local au-
tonomy for Tibet. The Preparatory Committee for the
Autonomous Region of Tibet was set up in April 1956.
The Dalai Lama was appointed Chairman to lead the work
of the Committee. The Commillee was staffed mostly by
Tibetans. The funds for the Committee and its sub-
ordinate organizations were provided by the Central
Government.

The Central Government and the People’s Liberation
Army have conscientiously respected freedom of religious
belief. protected the lamaseries and respected local customs
and habits. There was never any damage done to any
monastery in the Tibet region. In a word. the Central
Government has consistently and ecarnestly abided by the
seventecn-article agreement and the policy of national
equality and unity.

As stated above, the Central Government has pursued
correct policies towards Tibet in the past few years.
Everything that is done aims at helping the Tibetan people
to free themselves from backwardness and darkness and
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has awakened them more and more with each passing
day. But the former local government of Tibet and the
reactionary clique of the upper social strata were bent
on subjugating the Tibetan people perpetually under the
rule of feudal serfdom. They took fright at the gradual
awakening of the Tibetan people, and colluded with the
imperialists, the Chiang Kai-shek bandit clique and foreign
reactionaries.

In May and June last year, the Tibetan reaction-
avies stepped up their efforts to gather together the
rebels who had escaped to Tibet from various places
in neighbouring provinces and had carried out armed
rebellion along both banks of the Tsangpo River. Even
then the Central Government still fully respected the
former local government of Tibet and repealedly ordered
it to put down the armed rebellion in the area under its
administration. While paying lip-service to the agreement.
the former local government clandestinely supported the
armed rebels in every way and, as events developed, it
concentrated large groups of rebels in Lhasa. Since none
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of the measures of the Ceniral Government gave them
any pretext, they utilized the Dalai Lama’s decision to go
to the Tibet Military Area Command to attend a theatrical
performance to spread rumours and mislead the public.

The course of events was that the Dalai Lama himself
had asked, one month in advance, to go to the Tibet
Military Area Command to attend a theatrical perform-
ance, and the date of March 10 was also fixed by the
Dalai Lama himself. The rebels, however, alleged that
the Dalai Lama was invited to go to the Military Area
Command to see a performance and that this would be the
excuse for carrying him off by force to the interior of the
country. On March 10, at the gate of Norbu Lingka where
the Dalai Lama lived, the reactionaries killed Kanchung
Soanamchiatso, a member of the religious affairs commit-
tee of the Preparatory Committee for the Autonomous
Region of Tibet and brother of Pebala Hutuketu, a prin-
cipal leader of the Chamdo area, and wounded Sampo
Tsewong Rentzen, Deputy Commander of the Tibetan
Military Area Command. They occupied by force the
inner and outer walls of the living quarters of the Dalai
Lama. Their lawlessness knew no bounds. But the central
authorities still maintained a magnanimous attitude and,
out of a desire for unity, asked the former local govern-
ment of Tibet to correct its mistakes and take measures
to put down the rebellion.

To help the Dalai Lama, General Tan Kuan-san, acting
representative of the Central People’s Government in
Tibet, successively wrote three letters to the Dalai Lama,
two of which were carried by me personally to the Dalai
Lama. In reply, the Dalai Lama also sent, through me,
three letters in his own handwriting to General Tan Kuan-
san, in which he described in detail the coercion the rebels
were subjecting him to. And then on the night of March
17, the Dalai Lama was abducted by the rebels. Later,
starting at 3:40 a.m. on March 20, the rebels launched
armed attacks against the People’s Liberation Army units
in Lhasa and the offices of the Central Government agen-
cies in Tibet. In order to safeguard the unification of
the motherland and the security of the Tibetan people,
the People’s Liberation Army could not but counter-attack
at ten o'clock (Peking time) on the morning of March 20.
With the all-out support of the broad mass of the people
in Tibet, the rebellion in the Lhasa area was put down
in a very short time. Up to that hour, the People’s Lib-
eration Army had not fired a single shot. All the people
in the city of Lhasa, both lamas and laymen, can testify
to this.

Since the Dalai Lama assumed office, I have worked
with him in an association as close as shadow to body.
I am therefore able to comprehend the thoughts and wishes
of the Dalai Lama. In the past eight years, neither from
his public statements, nor from his talks with us Tibetan
officials in private, did we ever hear anything about “the
independence of Tibet” or the sundering of the unity of
the motherland. What we heard was that he not only
cared deeply for the happiness of the Tibetan people, but
also for the consolidation of the unification of the mother-
land. Therefore we can categorically affirm that the state-
ment issued in India in the name of the Dalai Lama
definitely does not come from the thought or wish of the
Dalai Lama himself. It is absolutely clear that this state-
ment was not written in the style of the Dalai Lama him-
self, nor indeed does it sound like writing by Tibetans
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in the Tibetan language. It does sound very much like
a piece written by foreigners and imposed on the Dalai
Lama.

The Venerable Shirob Jaltso

President of the Chinese Buddhist Association

On April 18, a statement was alleged to have been
issued by the Dalai Lama who had been abducted to
India by the Tibetan reactionary clique, in which there
is much talk about Tibetan “independence.”  This
utterly absurd statement is totally different from all that
the Dalai Lama said at home and abroad in the past eight
years. It plays the same old tune of Tibetan “indepen-
dence” that the imperialists and foreign reactionaries
have been harping on recently.

Everybody knows that the British imperialists used
India as a base to invade China’s Tibet when they occupied
India. However, after the British imperialists were com-
pelled to quit India, some Indian expansionists not only
forgot the disaster of the dark occupation period, but, on
the contrary, followed the footsteps of the aggressors and
attempted to succeed to the privileges the British im-
perialists once had in Tibet. They have forgotten the
pain after the wound is healed.

Tibet is an inalienable part of China’s territory. II,
as they say, Tibet should be “independent” because the
Tibetans are different from the Hans, cannot it be inferred
that four independent states should be established in
India because there exist four different castes? The ex-
pansionists’ outrageous actions seriously violate the five
principles of peaceful coexistence jointly observed by
China and India. It is certain that if they do not change
their course, not only will their expansionist dream never
come true, but they will bring the wolves into their own
house. We cherish Sino-Indian f[riendship, but we are
firmly opposed to the flagrant interference in China’s
internal affairs by the expansionists of a foreign country.

The policy of freedom of religious belief is the
unalterable policy of the Chinese Communist Party to-
wards religion. Since liberation, the Communist Party
and the People’s Government have adopted measures to
protect all religions in the country. Politically, the Dalai
Lama and Panchen Erdeni have taken their place of leader-
ship in the supreme organ of state power. 1 mysell and
many other people in Buddhist circles have also taken
part in guiding the work of state administrative organs
at various levels. There has not been the slightest dis-
crimination against the political rights of religious
believers. The Chinese Buddhist Association, a national
organization of Buddhists, has been set up with branches
in Tibet, Inner Mongolia and other places. Legitimate
Buddhist activities enjoy complete freedom. The Dalai
Lama, Panchen Erdeni, I myself and many other Buddhists
have participated in quite a number of international
Buddhist gatherings. The religious life of Buddhists is
respected by the pcople and their material life is looked
after by the government.

With the financial help of the government, many
famous Buddhist shrines and temples have been repaired
and now look like new. These include the Wutaishan
Shrine which was destroyed by the Japanese and the
traitor troops during the War of Resistance to Japanese
Aggression; Gumbum (Taerh) Monastery which is the
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birthplace of Tson-kha-pa, founder of the Yellow Sect of
Buddhism; the Chiatsun Monastery in Huangchung
County, Chinghai Province, the birthplace of the Dalai
Lama; the Jungho Temple in Peking and the Lingyin
Monastery in Hangchow. The government has also
allocated large sums of money to build the sarira-stupa
(the holy tooth reliquary), in the beautiful Western Hills
on the outskirts of Peking. Many Buddhist cultural and
ancient relics, such as the murals in Tunhuang and
Pingling, the stone carvings in Yunkang and Lungmen.
the stone scriptures in Fangshan, and the editions of the
scriptures in Ginling, have been preserved and put in good
order with the help of the government.

Or take the Tibet area as an example. The Central
Government has not changed the original status and
authority of the Dalai Lama or the income of the
lamaseries. Ecclesiastical officials at all levels have
carried on their duties as usual. The People’s Liberation
Army units stationed in Tibet and the cadres who have
gone to work there have consistently respected the
religious beliefs of the local people. When Vice-Premier
Chen Yi went to Lhasa to greet the establishment of the
Preparatory Committee for the Autonomous Region of
Tibet, he provided meals for more than two hundred
thousand lamas throughout Tibet, presented gifts and
made contributions to various monasteries. All these are
expressions of the great national policy of the Communist
Party and Chairman Mao Tse-tung, respected and loved
by Buddhists, and acts of boundless bountifulness.

Let us look at the traitorous group who have
advertised that they protect Buddhism. They have
abducted the Dalai Lama, smeared the reputation of that
Buddhist leader, threatened and hoodwinked Buddhist
believers into killing to preserve the prerogatives of
traitors, burned and destroyed Buddhist scriptures, statues,
dagobas and monasteries, carried away Buddhist cultural
relics and treasures, murdered lamas and committed all
kinds of heinous crimes. All this not only violates the
law of the state but religious precepts as well. They are
really beasts of prey who have donned Buddhist garb.

On the other hand, our People’s Liberation Army,
even in the battles to put down the rebellion, still per-
sisted in respecting religious beliefs and protecting
monasteries and cultural relics. For instance, treasuring
the place where the Dalai Lama lived as well as the
architectural treasures of Tibet, they took care to preserve
intact the building of the Potala Palace which was turned
into the headquarters of the rebellion.

The imperialists and their apologists are using the
present rebellion to create disturbances. Putting up a
great show of sorrow, as if their very parents had died,
they are weeping bitter tears over Buddhism “destroyed”
in Tibet. To hoodwink religious circles. they sometimes
act as if their hearts were breaking. However, feigned
tears can by no means deceive Chinese Buddhists into
suspecting the Chinese Communist Party which has always
protected religion and thoroughly implemented its policy
of freedom of religious belief.

Li Chi-shen

Chairman of the Revolutionary Committee of
the Kuomintang

That the imperialists, who are hostile to China, have
recently been taking advantage of the rebellion in Tibet
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to raise a hue and cry can cause no surprise. But it is
regrettable that in India, our great neighbour, there are
clamours for interference in China’s internal affairs.
Certain political figures in that country even display
great ‘“‘enthusiasm” for the rebellion engineered by a
handful of reactionaries of the Tibetan upper social strata.
While they declared that “India stood by her acceptance
of China’s suzerainty over Tibet,” they described this
rebellion as an “expression of Tibetan patriotic senti-
ments,” expressed “sympathy” for the rebels and “dis-
tress” at our suppression of the rebellion in Tibet.

How can the action of the reactionary clique of Tibet
in betraying their motherland be described as an “ex-
pression of patriotic sentiments”? Can it be that the
persons expressing such views regard opposition to the
Central People’s Government of China and secession from
China as patriotism? If that is the case, then for whom
do they cherish patriotism, China, or India? If there is .
no connection between the rebels and the Indian expan-
sionist elements, then why are certain Indian political
figures so sympathetic with the Tibetan reactionary clique
in their criminal betrayal of the motherland? Why has
it been possible for Kalimpong to be used as the centre
of activities by these rebels for such a long time? Why
is it that the so-called “statement of the Dalai Lama” came
to be distributed by an official of the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs?

The world now knows that with this so-called state-
ment the banner for “independence” for Tibet had openly
been raised. This shows that it wasn’t autonomy that
the Tibetan rebels were after. What is more important,
it shows that the Indian expansionists have actually be-
come swollen-headed. They regarded China’s attitude of
setting great store by Sino-Indian friendship, and of
exercising great restraint, as a sign of weakness that
could be taken advantage of. These expansionists are
indeed nursing no small ambitions; they have gone so
far, indeed, as to want to turn Tibet into their colony or
protectorate. But any outside support to the armed
rebels of Tibet constitutes interference in China’s internal
affairs and violation of China’s sovereignty. This will
not be tolerated by China’s more than 600 million people.
We greatly value the friendship between China and
India, and we will continue to consolidate and de-
velop this friendship. But we will never allow it to be
misused by the Indian expansionists for interfering in
our internal affairs. It would be wise for them to
come to their senses. The time has long since passed
when the Chinese people could be pushed around by
others. Those who want to inherit from the British im-
perialists the legacy of making inroads into Tibet had
better wake up —it will get them nowhere.

Shen Chun-ju

Chairman of the China Democratic League

The gang of rebels dared to launch the armed rebel-
lion in Tibet because they knew they could count on the
support of the imperialists, the Chiang Kai-shek clique
and the expansionist elements in India. It was in the
nature of things for the imperialists and the Chiang Kai-
shek clique to try to undermine China’s unity, but we
never thought that there would be people in India, our
great neighbouring country, who would support a hand-
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ful of Tibetan traitors in their criminal attempts to sever
Tibet from China.

India is a great country with a long tradition of
friendship with China. A new stage of development in
Sino-Indian friendly relations followed the founding of
New China. Our two countries have maintained friendly
co-operation in international affairs. especially in their
strivings for peaceful coexistence among the nations and
the preservation of world peace. The five principles of
peaceful coexistence initiated by our two countries have
in recent years been recognized by an increasing number
of countries as a yardstick for settling international mat-
ters. But after the outbreak of the rebellion in Tibet
many slanders similar to those made by the imperialists
against China and expressions of “sympathy” and “en-
couragement” for the Tibetan clique of rebels appeared
in the Indian press and in the views and statements of
certain political figures in India. And recently officials
of the Indian Government even took to distributing a so-
called “statement of the Dalai Lama.”

Can this be in the interests of friendly relations be-
tween China and India? Can this square with the five
principles sponsored by the Indian Government? Do
friends behave like this? It is unpleasant {o mention
these things. But how can it be pleasant when we are
faced with acts of interference in our internal affairs by
foreign countries? The actions of certain Indian poli-
ticians are tarnishing the good name which India has won
for herself in international affairs in the past few years.
If this state of affairs is allowed to go on. it would be
difficult for people to make a distinction between them
and the British imperialists of bygone years who com-
mitted aggression against Tibet. As a friend of India,
I think 1 should give this word of frank advice at this
crucial moment.

Huang Yen-pei
Chairman of the China Democratic National
Construction Association

What surprised me most was that an official of the
Indian Ministry of External Affairs distributed what was
purported to be a statement of the Dalai Lama in Tezpur
on April 18. This ‘“statement of the Dalai Lama” is
extremely absurd. Is it possible that Indian official
quarters had no fore-knowledge of this political docu-
ment which openly attacks the Chinese Government?

For a long time the Tibetan reactionaries used
Kalimpong in India as a centre to plot against the
motherland from abroad. After the outbreak of the
rebellion in Tibet, the rebels fled to India where they
were lionized and given a warm welcome. There they
initiated a noisy campaign for “independence,” and now
this absurd document has been issued through Indian
official channels. Can anyone find anything in all these
happenings that is in accord with the five principles of
peaceful coexistence? Didn’'t Prime Minister Nehru
declare that nothing that would embarrass India’s rela-
tions with China would be permitted? And didn’t he
say too that no political activities against another country
would be permitted in India? How can a country friendly
to China permit such political activities against China?

I would like to point out to the Indian circles: Sup-
pose you were in our place, suppose a country bordering
on India allowed its territory to be used as a centre of
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activities against India to sever one of India’s provinces
or states. Would the people and government of India
tolerate this? This serious question affects the five prin-
ciples of peaceful coexistence and relations between China
and India. If it is allowed to go on in the wrong direc-
tion, the only result can be that it will harm the interests
of India, which is known for its advocacy of peaceful
coexislience. and give comfort to the colonialists.

ULANFU

Alternate Member of the Political Bureau of the Chinese
Communist Party’s Central Committee, Vice-Premier
of the State Council and Chairman of the Inner
Mongolian Autonomous Region

The Tibetan reactionaries resorted to another trick —
“the Tibetans are different from the Han people” — but
their reasoning doesn’'t have a leg to stand on. True,
Tibetans differ from the Han people, but diiferences in
nationality are no grounds for severing Tibet from China.
There are many multi-national countries in the world
today. India, for example, is one. But we have not
heard of Indian politicians advocating the creation of
separate independent states just because there are many
different nationalities in India. It is obvious that
nationality differences cannot be used as a pretext for
splitting the mother country. . . .

The suppression of the rebellion in Tibet is entirely
the internal affair of China. We will not allow any
foreign country to interfere. It is interesting to note that
since the outbreak of the rebellion in Tibet a certain
section of official quarters in India and some politicians
have shown undue “enthusiasm” and “sympathy” for the
handful of Tibetan traitors who engineered the rebel-
lion, as though the rebels were their own flesh and
blood. They openly called for interference in China’s
internal affairs with such utterances as “there is no his-
torical foundation for China to exercise sovereignty in
Tibet,” that the relations between India and Tibet were
like those between mother and son. and so on and so forth.
They practically regard China’s Tibet as a part of India.

In the meantime, the imperialists have opened up
their propaganda barrage in a frantic attempt to sow dis-
sension between China and India. In these circumstances,
all those who cherish friendship between China and India
and the five principles of peaceful coexistence must
sharpen their vigilance against the attempts of the im-
perialists and the Indian expansionists to undermine Sino-
Indian friendship. All the nationalities of China have
always valued their friendship with the Indian people.
But the British imperialists and the Indian expansionists
have interpreted these expressions of friendship as a sign
of weakness. Recently they have interfered in our affairs
more and more, trying to sever Tibet from China through
the reactionary elements of the Tibetan upper strata and
turn Tibet into their colony or protectorate. We want
to warn the Indian expansionist elements who have in-
herited the infamous cloak of the British imperialists as
far as Tibet is concerned. It is best for them to come
to their senses. The days when the Chinese people could
be pushed around are gone for ever. No outside force
can take Tibet away from China, save the Tibetan
reactionaries from their doom, or prevent the Tibetan
people from taking the road of democracy and socialism.
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On Prime Minister Nehru's Statements

by “RENMIN RIBAO” COMMENTATOR

The following commentary appeared in “Renmin Ribao”
(People’s Daily) on April 27, 1959. Subheads are ours. — Ed.

INDIAN Prime Minister Nehru, before and after meeting
the Dalai Lama on April 24, made a series of state-
ments. The remarks he made after meeting the Dalai
Lama confirmed the authenticity of the letters written
by the Dalai Lama concerning his being held under duress
by Tibetan reactionary elements. This, of course, will
help clear up the many incorrect views on this question
which Indian press and political circles have expressed.
In addition to this, Prime Minister Nehru also reiterated
his desire to adhere to the five principles of peaceful co-
existence, and has repeatedly expressed the hope that
those in India who have talked a lot about the Tibet
question “should exercise wisdom and restraint and feel
a sense of responsibility in saying anything on this
matter.” We welcome these remarks of Prime Minister
Nehru, which are beneficial to Sino-Indian friendship.

The Three Letters

The three letters written by the Dalai Lama to
General Tan Kuan-san are an important key to a clear
understanding of the nature of the rebellion in Tibet and
the plight of the Dalai Lama after March 10. In these
three letters, what the Dalai Lama stated was not just
what Prime Minister Nehru called a “desire to avoid con-
flict with the Chinese.” The Dalai Lama clearly pointed
out again and again that he was being “obstructed” and
“endangered”; that his “life would be in danger”; that
those who were obstructing and endangering him under
the pretext of “protecting” him were “evil elements,”
“reactionary evil elements”; that they were an “unlawful”
“reactionary clique,” “arrogant” “reactionaries” who had
“seriously estranged relations between the Central Peo-
ple’s Government and the local government” and who
“opposed the revolution.” And the Dalai Lama said that
because he was abducted by these reactionary clements,
he felt “endless worry and sorrow”: he felt an “indescrib-
able shame” about it and was “greatly upset and wor-
ried and at a loss what to do.”

Does not this fully prove that the Dalai Lama was
actually abducted? Although the Dalai Lama tried, as he
stated. to take “measures to calm . . . down” the unlawful
activities, “ordered the immediate dissolution of the illegal
people’s conference and the immediate withdrawal of the
reactionaries who arrogantly moved into the Norbu Lingka
under the pretext of protecting (him),” and gave instruc-
tions “to more than seventy representatives of the govern-
ment officials,” yet it is quite clear that his government
officials, who had already turned traitor, did not obey
his orders at all. According to the proof offered by
kongchung* Thubten Tenba who took part in a meeling

* Name for an ecclesiastical official of the fourth rank. — Ed.
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called by the Dalai Lama on March 14, the Dalai Lama
clearly stated at this meeting, which was called to give
instructions to government officials, “some people may
think that I had better go to India; this could only be for
personal comfort. I have been in Yatung before. I went
to India the year before last. 1 could not possibly live
there. All T wish is to live in my own land and enjoy
the effect of the cause.” As indicated in his third letter
to General Tan Kuan-san. dated March 16. the Dalai Lama
at that time was still planning to “make my way in secret
to the Military Area Command” in a few days, and he
was asking the Military Area Command to “adopt reliable
measures.” And according to Prime Minister Nehru, up
to four o'clock in the afternoon of March 17, the Dalai
Lama had still not considered leaving Lhasa or going into
exile in India.

All of a sudden, Prime Minister Nehru continued,
“according to the statement, (the Press Trust of India
affixed a note saying this means the statement of the
Dalai Lama issued in Tezpur,) ‘those shells or something
fell over his palace’— whatever the reason was— that
somchow had a powerful effect on their minds. Now
cverything had broken down, ‘and let us go’ and then
they left within six hours.” Please note, according to the
Tezpur statement of April 18, “two or three mortar shells
were fired” and “fortunately the shells fell in a nearby
pond.” Bul six days later, “or something” was added
after “shells,” the “pond™ became a “palace” and the words
“whatever the reason” werc added! Two, or two or
three, unknown somethings for some unknown reason
fell over the palace or into a nearby pond, and this sud-
denly brought the abducted Dalai Lama freedom and
power to leave Lhasa “of his own free will” together with
the reactionaries, who were an abomination to him, to
go to some place he had not prepared to go to.

Abduction of the Dalai Lama

Can all this convince anyone who has an objective
attitude and a cool mind? Does not this clearly prove
that the rebels, who had abducted the Dalai Lama, wilfully
concocted a rumour to intimidate him, and thus abruptly
abducted him from Lhasa to India? (This is presented in
the Tezpur statement as “the advisers became alive to
the danger to the person of the Dalai Lama, and . . . it
became imperative . . . to leave Lhasa.”) As was well
said by the Indian paper, the Bengali language daily
Jugantar, in a commentary on April 20, “if there is even
some truth” in the Dalai Lama’s three letters to General
Tan Kuan-san, “then what will be the value of the present
statement of the Dalai Lama [meaning the Tezpur state-
ment]?” We earnestly hope that all our Indian friends,
including our respected Prime Minister Nehru, can even-
tually arrive at the same conclusion we have arrived at:
that is, since the Dalai Lama has personally confirmed

15



the three messages he wrote to General Tan Kuan-san,
then he was certainly abducted, and the Tezpur statement
was still a product of his abduction; it in no way represents
the will of the Dalai Lama, or tells the truth about the
rebellion in Tibet.

Prime Minister Nehru on April 24 told Congress Party
members that the Tibet incident had created difficult
problems for India, and that the Indian Government was
facing a difficult situation which had already caused con-
fusion. This feeling of Prime Minister Nehru is under-
standable. The Indian Prime Minister said that it was
not a very responsible thing for people to give an opinion
on complicated matters when the full facts were not
known. We believe that the Indian Government's
headache on this score, o a considerable extent, has been
caused or aggravated by people doing things in this way.

The Indian Government has repeatedly stated that
Tibet is part of China’s territory and that India has
absolutely no territorial or political designs on Tibet.
But the enthusiasm of certain Indian political figures for
poking their noses into China’s internal affairs in Tibet
goes far beyond the tolerance of a patient, friendly
neighbour.

China Means What She Says

The Chinese People’s Republic is a serious-minded
country. She means what she says. China was deter-
mined to liberate Tibet, and sure enough, the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army entered Tibet. The seventeen-
article agreement on measures for the peaceful liberation
of Tibet, signed between the Central People's Govern-
ment and the local government of Tibet, stipulated that
national regional autonomy would be carried out in Tibet.
And sure enough, the Central People’s Government
strictly implemented this agreement and made active
preparations for local autonomy in Tibet. This autonomy
would have been realized long ago— just as in Inner
Mongolia, Sinkiang, Kwangsi and Ninghsia — but for the
all-out obstruction by the former local government of
Tibet. China and India signed the Agreement on Trade
and Intercourse Between India and the Tibet Region
of China, which first laid down the five principles of
peaceful coexistence. The Chinese Government has, sure
enough, scrupulously observed this agreement and
strictly carried out the five principles; it does not inter-
fere in India’s internal affairs, and rejects interference
in China’s internal affairs by any foreign country. Our
Indian friends are well aware of this attitude on the part
of China and have no reason to complain about it. This
being the case, why have certain Indian political figures
insisted on suspecting the formal proclamations of the
Chinese Government on the Tibet question, and persisted
in their propaganda of distrust towards China and their
meddling in China’s internal affairs, thus bringing vexa-
tions upon themselves?

Prime Minister Nehru said: We cannot shut our eyes
to what is said about us. This probably refers to the
Chinese people’s recent rebuff to the Indian expansionist
elements’ interference in China’s internal affairs. Friendly
relations between China and India, which have a long
history, were damaged in the past few weeks. This is
regrettable, But this is not China's fault.
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Everyone knows that China has not interfered in
India’s internal affairs and that Tibet is not India’s
territory. Ever since February this year, before the
rebellion in Tibet, some newspapers in India were running
stories predicting a rebellion in Tibet. And immediately
after the outbreak of rebellion in Tibet, many Indian
newspapers, as if celebrating some festive occasion,
printed a heavy flow of reports and articles unfriendly
to China. A survey of 29 Indian newspapers and
periodicals from February 24 to April 7 (excluding the
last 20 days when a higher pitch was reached) reveals
that some 310,000 words of news and commentaries were
issued on the rebellion in Tibet. Everyone knows that
the reaction in China for a long time was extraordinarily
restrained. Even after certain people slandered the
Chinese Government in the Indian parliament and anti-
Chinese demonstrations were staged in front of the Chi-
nese Embassy and consulates in India, Premier Chou En-
lai in his report to the National People’s Congress still
expressed the hope that the friendly relations between
China and India would continue to develop and did not
condemn these extremely unfriendly utterances and deeds.
Nevertheless the Indian expansionist elements did not
bechave themselves. Taking advantage of the so-called
statement of the Dalai Lama, they launched wanton
attacks on China, openly demanding “Tibetan indepen-
dence” and a round-table conference between New Delhi,
Peking and Lhasa. They published cartoons in the
newspapers and even organized demonstrations insulting
the head of the Chinese state. If this can be tolerated,
then what can’t be?! Only then did the Chinese people
express their irrepressible indignation. Nevertheless, the
Chinese people, who treasure Sino-Indian friendship, have
never acted like some Indians who are bent on sabotaging
friendship between the two countries. On the contrary,
our struggle is limited to opposing the Indian interven-
tionists and expansionists; a rebuff to these elements is
necessary. Since the Indian expansionists have poisoned
friendly relations between China and India, we cannot
but carry out the necessary work of disinfection. Other-
wise, Sino-Indian friendship cannot be consolidated.

Solution of the Problem

Prime Minister Nehru has expressed concern over
the future of the Dalai Lama. We, of course, are even
more concerned over the future of the Dalai Lama. In
our opinion, this problem should be easy to solve now
that the authenticity of the Dalai Lama’s letters to General
Tan Kuan-san has been confirmed. The Dalai Lama was
unwilling to go to India in the first place. Even if one
believes what his advisers said, it was only because two
unknown “somethings,” for some unknown reason, fell
over his palace or in a nearby pond, that he was compelled
to leave Lhasa without knowing exactly why. If one
really sympathizes with the Dalai Lama and does not
sympathize with the iniquitous rebel bandits who
abducted him, then one has the moral responsibility to
help him realize the wishes he expressed in his letters
to General Tan Kuan-san. We believe that the Dalai
Lama will eventually return to the beloved motherland,
unless those who have abducted him are determined to
make the Dalai Lama withdraw once and for all from the
political life of Tibet and the Indian side also approves
of their decision.
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Report on the
Draft National Economic Plan for 1959

LI FU-CHUN

Vice-Premier of the State Council
and Chairman of the State Planning Commission

The following report was submitted by Vice-Premier Li
Fu-chun on April 21, 1959, to the First Session of the Second
National People’s Congress. — Ed.

Fellow Deputies:

On behalf of the State Council I now submit a report
on the draft national economic plan for 1959 to the
Congress for consideration.

In 1958, as a result of a year of effort made on the
basis of the successful fulfilment of the First Five-Year
Plan, the people of all the nationalities in our country,
under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party
and Chairman Mao Tse-tung and under the guidance
of the general line for socialist construction, achieved an
unprecedentedly great victory on all fronts of the national
economy. As you have seen from the communique on
the development of the national economy in 1958,* indus-
trial and agricultural production, capital construction,
transport, commerce, culture and education, scientific
research and public health work all advanced by leaps
and bounds in that year. With the big leap forward in
agriculture and the rapid advance in the socialist con-
sciousness of the peasant masses, people’s communes were
set up in the rural areas throughout the country. Thus,
a nationwide, all-round big leap forward took place in
our country.

The significance and reasons for the big leap forward
in 1958 have been fully dealt with in Premier Chou En-
lai’s report** and I shall not repeat them here.

In the light of developments in 1958, the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, at its Sixth
Plenary Session convened in November of that year,
summed up the experience gained in the big leap forward
of the national economy, discussed our major tasks and
policies for developing the national economy in 1959 and
put forward four targets: 18 million tons of steel, 380
million tons of coal, 1,050,000 million jin of grain and
100 million dan of cotton. This was our main basis in
drawing up the draft plan for 1959. This draft plan was
discussed and approved by the Seventh Plenary Session
of the Eighth Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and by the plenary session of the State

* See Peking Review, No. 16, April 21, 1959.— Ed.
** Full text in Peking Review, No. 16, April 21, 1959. — Ed.
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Council, in the ecarly and middle parts of this month.
Its main points are as follows:

The total value of industrial and agricultural output
is planned at 287,000 million yuan, an increase of 82,000
million yuan, or 40 per cent, over the 205,000 million yuan
of 1958.

Industry and handicrafts will make up 165,000 million
yuan of the total value of industrial and agricultural
output, an increase of 41 per cent over the 117,000 million
yuan of 1958; agriculture will amount to 122,000 million
yuan. an increase of 39 per cent over the 88,000 million
yuan of 1958. The rate of growth of industry and agri-
culture fixed in the plan spells out the policy of the
simultancous development of industry and agriculture
laid down by the Communist Party.

Industrial Production: In the plan of industrial
production for 1959, top consideration is given to the
development of industries providing raw and other ma-
terials, fuels and power. The reason for this is that more
machines can be made only when there are more raw
and other materials, particularly iron and steel, and all
industrial departments and all branches of the national
cconomy can develop at a faster pace only when there
are more raw and other materials, fuels, power and
machines. In line with the targets of 18 million tons of
steel and 380 million tons of coal, the plan stipulates
that pig iron will increase from 13,690,000 tons in 1958
to 23 million tons, electricity from 27,500 million kilowatt-
hours to 40,000 million kilowatt-hours, cement from
9,300,000 tons to 12,500,000 tons. There will also be a
considerable growth in the output of other important raw
and other materials and fuels, such as crude oil, timber,
sulphuric acid, caustic soda and soda ash. The increase
in the output of all the above products in 1959 will be
higher than the increase in 1958. For instance, compared
with 1957, pig iron in 1958 increased by 7,750,000 tons,
electricity by 8,200 million kilowatt-hours and cement by
2,440,000 tons; while compared with 1958, pig iron in 1959
will increase by 9,310,000 tons, electricity by 12,500
million kilowatt-hours and cement by 3,200,000 tons. It
should be mentioned that the planned output of pig iron
and steel this year includes a small portion of iron and
steel produced by indigenous methods.

The production plan of the engineering industry for
1959 was worked out in accordance with the policy of
meeling, first of all, the demand for rapid development
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of the industries providing raw and other materials,
fuels and power, meeting demands for the development
of transport and agriculture and giving adequate con-
sideration to the demands of light industrial expansion.
The output of mining, coal-washing, coke-making, steel-
rolling and power-generating equipment will be doubled
or more than doubled in 1959. For instance, the output of
power-generating equipment will be increased from 800,000
kilowatts in 1958 to a capacity of 2,800,000 to 3,000.000
kilowatts, an increase of 250 to 275 per cent; the output
of equipment to produce cement and chemical products and
oil-refining equipment will also increase considerably. To
meet the demands of expanding transport, the plan
stipulates that the output of locomotives will increase from
350 in 1958 to 555, freight wagons from 11,000 to a figure
between 27,000 and 28,500, while the output of motor
vehicles and merchant vessels will also show fairly large
increases. To support agricultural development, the plan
provides that in addition to raising the output of chemical
fertilizers from 811,000 tons in 1958 to the amount of
1,300,000 to 1,500,000 tons, the engineering industry will
turn out irrigation and drainage machines with a total of
2 million horsepower, 3,000 tractors, 1.100 grain combine-
harvesters and 3,000 power-operated shellers. To meet
the demands of the growth of light industry, it is planned
to produce cotton-spinning machines with 2.500,000
spindles, and the necessary paper-making and sugar-
refining equipment in 1959. It is planned to produce 70,000
to 75,000 metal-cutting machine tools (excluding simple
machine tools) which are rcquired by the engineering
industry itself, 40 to 50 per cent more than the 50.000
produced in 1958.

Because of the big leap forward in agriculture and
heavy industry, it is possible and necessary to develop
light industry at a faster pace in 1959. The plan stipulates
that cotton yarn will increase from 6,100,000 bales in 1958
to 8,500,000 bales, cotton cloth from 5,700 million metres
to 7,200 million metres, paper from 1,630.000 tons to
2,200,000 tons, edible vegetable oils from 1,250,000 tons to
1,800.000 tons, sugar from 900,000 tons to 1.500.000 tons,
and salt from 10,400,000 tons to 13 million tons. The out-
put of all these products will be from 25 to 67 per cent
more than that in 1958.

In accordance with the above-mentioned arrange-
ments, the output value of industry producing means of
production in 1959 will amount to 98.000 million yuan,
46 per cent more than the 67,000 million yuan in 1958:
the output value of industry producing consumer goods
will amount to 67,000 million yuan, 34 per cent more than
the 50,000 million yuan in 1958. It can be seen that the
1959 plan for industrial production implements the policy
of the simultaneous development of heavy and light
industries, the policy of giving priority to heavy industry,
primarily industry producing raw and other materials, and
the policy of making an all-round leap forward with steel
as the key link.

Agricultural Production: The task for agricultural
development in 1959 is to strive by every possible means
to raise grain output to 1,050,000 million jin and cotton
output to 100 million dan in order to fulfil ahead of schedule
the requirements for increased grain and cotton output
laid down in the National Programme for Agricultural
Development, and to bring about a general development
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of all kinds of industrial crops and forestry, animal
husbandry, rural side lines and fishery.

In accordance with the possibilities of increasing
production and the needs of light industrial development,
the 1959 plan provides that the output of jute and ambary
hemp should rise from 6.5 million dan in 1958 to 10 million
dan, an increase of 54 per cemt; sugar cane, from 270.5
million dan in 1958 to 400 million dan, an increase of 48
per cent; sugar beet, from 58 million dan in 1958 to 110
million dan, an increase of 90 per cent; soya bean, from
25,000 million jin in 1958 to 30,000 million jin, an increase
of 20 per cent; ground-nuts, from 80 million dan in 1958
to 120 million dan, an increase of 50 per cent; and rape-
seed, from 22 million dan in 1958 to 32 million dan, an
increase of 45 per cent.

The key to increasing the output of grain, cotton and
other farm crops is to raise the per mu yield, while at the
same tlime maintaining a definite amount of the sown
area and extending the cultivated area of state farms and
state liveslock farms in a planned way. In 1959, the
planned sown area throughout the country totals 2,100
million mu, of which the sown area of grain comes to
1,600 million mu and of cotton to 100 million mu. The
plan also provides for an additional 100 million mu of
land to be brought under irrigation.

To increase the animal traction power in agriculture,
the plan stipulates that the total number of big livestock
should increase to 90 million head, or 6 per cent more
than in 1958 when it was 85.06 million head. To increase
the supply of non-staple foods and to raise the amount of
manure, the plan provides that the number of pigs should
increase from 180 million head in 1958 to 280 million
head, an increase of 56 per cent, while the number of
sheep should rise from 108.86 million head in 1958 to 120
million head, an increase of 10 per cent. In addition,
cfforts should be made to extend the area sown to vege-
tables, to develop fishery energetically and to set up and
extend bases for the production of non-staple foods near
cities and industrial and mining districts.

Diversified rural economy should be practised and the
commodity production of the people’s communes should be
developed on the basis of cnergetically increasing the
output of grain and cotton.

Capital Construction: In 1959, the total state invest-
ment in capital construction is set at 27,000 million yuan,
an increase of 26 per cent over the 1958 figure of 21,400
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million yuan. Of this total investment, 17,740 million
yuan will go to the industrial departments; 1,920 million
yYuan to agricultural, forestry and water conservancy
departments; 5.550 million yuan to transport and postal
and telecommunications departments: 300 million yuan to
commercial and grain and material stockpiling depart-
ments; 650 million yuan to cultural, educational and
health departments; 480 million yuan to municipal con-
struction; and 360 million yuan for other purposes. The
greater portion of capital construction investment in 1959
will go to the industrial and transport departments. This
is because, on the one hand, we must meet the demands
of the key construction projects; on the other, the people’s
communes will make relatively larger investments in
agricultural capital construction while the state will
allocate 1,000 million yuan from its budget expenditure to
help them develop their production, and the best part of
this will also go to capital construction in agriculture.
Allocations for the metallurgical, power, coal, petroleum,
chemical, timber and building materials industries will
account for 12,490 million yuan, or 70 per cent of the total
investments in industry. This is aimed at raising, to a
relatively larger extent, the capacity of industries
providing raw and other materials, fuels and power in
the near future.

In 1959, 15,470 million yuan of all capital construction
investments will be allocated to enterprises and units
directly under the departments of the Central Govern-
ment and 11,530 million yuan to enterprises ,and units
under the local governments. The [unds allocated to the
local governments this year for capital construction ac-
count for 42.7 per cent of the total capital investments,
representing a remarkable increase over preceding years.

A total of 1,092 above-norm* projects will be under
construction in 1959. They include 693 heavy industrial
projects, 161 light industrial projects, 28 water conservancy
projects, 186 transport and postal and telecommunications
projects, 9 projects for the commercial organizations and
15 cultural and educational projects. According to plan,
670 of the above-mentioned industrial construction pro-
Jects will be fully or partially completed and put into
operation this year.

In 1959, it is planned to build 5,500 kilometres of
railways, including new trunk and branch lines, special
lines for various enterprises and double-tracking. As the
increases in freight tonnage in 1959 will be handled
mainly by existing railways, the first task in this year’s
railway construction is to improve the existing lines.

Transport: To ensure the continued leap forward in
industrial and agricultural production and capital construc-
tion, railway freight tonnage in 1959 is set at 520 million
tons, an increase of 36 per cent over the 1958 figure of
380 million tons. The freight tonnage handled by enter-
prises directly under the Ministry of Communications is
set at 35 million tons, an increase of 25 per cent over the
1958 figure of 28 million tons. In addition, various
localities have worked out their respective targets for the
development of highway and water transport.

* The norm of investment in capital construction for heavy
industry ranges from 5 to 10 million yuan and that for light
industry, from 3 to 5 million yuan. — Ed.
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Commerce: The total retail sales of commodities in
1959 are set at 65,000 million yuan, an increase of 19 per
cent over last year’s 54,800 million yuan. Grain, meat,
edible vegetable oils. aquatic products, salt, cotton piece
goods, knit-wear, woollen fabrics, cigarettes and other
consumer goods to be supplied to the people through
trading channels will all show increases over 1958.

Culture and Education: For 1959 the plan stipulates
that 250,000 new students will be enrolled in higher educa-
tional institutions, bringing the total enrolment to 830,000,
an increase of 25.8 per cent over last year:; 700,000 new
students will be enrolled in secondary specialized schools,
bringing the total enrolment to 1.82 million, an increase
of 23.8 per cent over last year and 650,000 new students
will be enrolled in senior middle schools, bringing the
total enrolment to 1.52 million, an increase of 28.8 per
cent over last year. The different localities will, in ac-
cordance with local conditions, work out appropriate
targets for the year for junior middle school education,
primary school education, spare-time education and for the
work to wipe out illiteracy. In 1959, along with the
growth of production, there will be further development
of our culture, scientific research, public health, physical
culture and sports.

The 1959 national economic plan, as can be seen from
the above, is a plan for a continued big leap forward.

It is necessary to fulfil this plan for a continued big
leap forward. In 1958 we achieved a great leap forward
in industry and agriculture, with the output of steel, coal,
grain and cotton more than doubling the amounts in 1957,
But for a big country like ours with a population of more
than 600 million, our present level of economic develop-
ment is still quite low. Calculating the 1958 output on
a per capita basis, there is for each person only upwards
of 30 jin of steel, nearly 900 jin of coal, more than 1,200
jin of grain and 11 jin of cotton. Obviously, there is
still a long way to go to satisfy the needs of national
construction and of the people’s livelihood. That is the
basic reason why there is still a tightness in the supply
of these products and a large number of others, even
though their output has risen substantially. Precisely
because of this, as stated in the Resolution on Some Ques-
tions Concerning the People’s Communes®* adopted by the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, we
must battle hard for three years and work energetically
for another number of years to bring about a great change
in the economic face of our country.

It is also possible to fulfil this plan for a continued
big leap forward, through the energetic efforts of the
people throughout the country.

In the first place, the great leap forward of industrial
production in 1958 provided favourable material and
technical conditions for the continued leap in 1959. The
output of capital goods industries in 1958 increased by 103
per cent over 1957; the output of such important capital
goods as steel, pig iron, coal, power-generating equipment,
locomotives, motor vehicles, engines and grain combine-
harvesters more than doubled as compared with 1957. In
1958, about. 700 above-norm industrial and mining projects

* Full text published in Peking Review, No. 43, December
23, 1958. — Ed.
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