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Laos Follows Perilous Path

THE Foreign Ministry’s statement on current developments in

the Kingdom of Laos calls serious attention to the grave situa-
tion arising out of the Laotian Government's provocative attacks
on the former Pathet Lao fighting units. The peace-loving people
of Laos now face the immediate danger of being plunged into
civil war.

Press reports indicate that the persecution of the former
Pathet Lao fighting units is only part of an extensive scheme to
launch a large-scale military coup d'etat. Once the former
Pathet Lao fighting units are destroyed, a full-dress attack will
be mounted against the Neo Lao Haksat Party.

The Laotian Government is engaged in bare-faced repudia-
tion of the obligations it has solemnly undertaken. In its state-
ment of July 21, 1954, the Kingdom of Laos “declares itself
resolved to take the necessary measures to integrate all citizens,
without discrimination, into the national community and to
guarantee them the enjoyment of the rights and freedom for
which the constitution of the Kingdom provides.” The political
agreements formally entered into between the Laotian Govern-
ment and the Pathet Lao fighting units specifically afford “pro-
tection” for the civil rights of the personnel of Pathet Lao and
its fighting units.

U.S. imperialism is pulling the wire behind the Laotian
events. What is happening in Laos is part of the U.S. plot to
seize the whole of Indo-China. At U.S. instigation, the Laotian
Government early in February this year denounced the Geneva
agreements and opposed the continued operation of the Inter-
national Commission in Laos. The persecution of Pathet Lao
fighting units was intensified. U.S. military personnel and war
materials poured into Laos, and U.S. military bases have been
built in Laos. Moreover, the United States incited the Laotian
Government to collude with the Ngo Dinh Diem clique and
the remnant Chiang Kai-shek troops now hiding in Laotian ter-
ritory to carry on military provocations against the Chinese
People’s Republic and the Democratic Republic of Viet-nam. In
early April, the SEATO Council meeting in Wellington worked
out a blueprint for operations in Laos.

The 1954 Geneva agreements are the foundation on which
peace in Indo-China is built. As a guarantor for the Geneva
agreements and a next-door neighbour of Laos, China naturally
cannot look on with indifference while the Laotian Government
tears the Geneva agreements to pieces, thus posing a serious
threat to peace in Indo-China. The Foreign Ministry is voicing
the sentiments of the peace-loving Chinese people when it de-
clares in its statement that the Geneva agreements must be
respected and that the Laotian Government must immediately
stop violating the Geneva agreements and persecuting the former
Pathet Lao fighting units, or face the serious consequences.

Since the U.S.-inspired developments in Laos heighten ten-
sion in Southeast Asia, it is hoped that all countries and peoples
who are concerned about preserving peace in Southeast Asia
will work together to prevent the scrapping of the Geneva agree-
ments. It is time the Laotian Government thought twice before
it is too late. It takes a long spoon to sup with the devil. The
Laotian Government will have no one but itself to blame if it

emerges the loser in the U.S.-engineered adventures in Indo-
China.



ROUND THE WEEK

Summer Harvest

For China’s 500 million peasanis the
decisive and busiest farming season of
the year is at hand. This is the time
for the last stage of the spring sowing,
the beginning of the summer harvests,
and summer cultivation. All three crowd
up in rapid succession, and often go
hand in hand. But the most important
thing at the moment is to bring in the
crops, and first of all the winter wheat,
which leads the way for all of the year’s
harvests.

In the southern provinces, where most
of the wheat crop has already been
harvested, as in Fukien, Kwangtung and
Yunnan, big increases have been report-
ed. In Hunan Province, millions of peas-
ants are braving the rain, which has
practically not ceased since May Day,
to gather in their rich crops of wheat
and rapeseed. In Szechuan, the peasants
have reaped half of their wheat harvest
and are gathering in other summer crops
at the same time.

As to the great wheat belt along the
Yellow and Huai Rivers, the major wheat-
growing area, where harvest-time is only
a fortnight or so away, the golden wheat-
fields stretch for miles, and the plants
are heavy with long ears, big grains and
thick stalks. Minute care is given to the
last stage of growth.

The wheat harvesting time is a short
one, lasting from five to eight days. The

communes are getting close co-operation
and help from various quarters, the sup-
ply of more farm tools from the trading
departments and reinforcements of man-
power from the cities. Armymen, govern-
ment office workers, students and teachers
and housewives are expected to be going
to the countryside to help the peasants,
just as they did last year, to bring in
the harvest.

Red-Letter Month in Steel

Kansu Province provides a good ex-
ample of the current effort to provide
vigorous leadership to the metallurgical
industry’s drive for steel. This north-
west province, a newcomer in iron and
steel production, has built 30 bases of
smaller-sized works. To assure the best
available cadres for these enterprises,
Kansu has transferred secretaries of
county Communist Party committees and
heads of county governments to the
rising steel industry. They have taken up
their new duties, some as directors and
others as leading Party workers in these
small but modern iron and steel works.
They are buckling down to their first
job—to see to it that the quality of all
output, and the quality of pig iron in
particular, measures up to the standards
set by the state.

In the present drive for higher quality
and output in the iron and steel industry
special stress is laid on raising the quality
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A peasant’s drawing of the harvest

By Li Hsiang-chu (Hupeh Province)

of pig iron, since this is the prerequisite
for the production of quality steel. Many
iron and steel works in the country have
achieved new successes in this regard,
reducing the percentage of sulphur con-
tent to a minimum, while at the same
time chalking up record outpuils. An-
shan, China’s No. 1 steel centre, for ex-
ample, has upped the daily output of
pig iron by 8.64 per cent in the first two
weeks of May. Steel output during the
same period rose t0o. This upward trend
in output and quality is noted in most of
the industry in the country for the first
half of May. And steel-workers every-
where are striving to do still better in
the second half—to win more “red
flags"” for outstanding work all through
the month of May. Their watchword is:
let May be red, and red throughout the
country.

Not by Books Alone

Ask any student of China People's
University what constitutes the greatest
change in his academic life since the
spirit of the great leap forward swept
the university last summer, and without
exceplion they will tell you that it is
the cluse integration of theory and prac-
tice.

The Pcople’s University is one of the
newest in China. It was founded after
liberation on the weslern outskirts of
Peking and specializes in the social
sciences, When the Communist Party
reiterated the significance ol combining
education with productive labour last
summer, university students and teachers
alike left for the farms and factories in
August and September, There, while
doing manual labour, they conducted so-
cial investigations and scientific research.
Instead of keeping to themselves, they
lived and mixed with the peasants and
workers. Instead of learning merely from
books, they studied life at close quuarters.

Once of the philosophy ciasses lackled
the question of atheism while it made
the countryside its temporary headquar-
ters. The students interviewed peasants
and discussed the question with them and
collected materials on the harmliul ef-
fects of superstition. When the book on
atheism wrilten especially for the peas-
ants finally snaped up it was easily un-
derstood and welcomed by the peasants.
The book helped the peasants discard
old superstitions and accept the scientific
view. For the students the process of
writing weir taesis with peasant collab-
oration imparted a new understanding
to them, a deeper knowledge of the
forces at work in man’s reaction to
nature.
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