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Yankee Intrigues in Latin America

RECENT flareups against tyranny in Nicaragua, Paraguay, the
Dominican Republic and Ecuador give added proof that the
peoples of Latin America are battling with increasing fury against
the military dictatorships and their U.S. wire-pullers. The New
York Times of June 5 noted with alarm that bolts of lightning
of a great storm scem Lo be hitting Latin America.

The fight against dictatorships in Latin America is insepa-
rably interwoven with the mounting struggle against U.S. in-
tervention. The reason is quite simple. Wall Street financial
magnates and Pentagon brass-hats stand behind the Latin
American caudillos who maintain their reactionary rule against
the will of the people. The American weekly New Republic
disclosed in its March 16 1ssue: “The U.S. provided lacit or open
support to many of the dictators in exchange for oil and other
concessions — and for anti-Communist declarations. Any military
coup which wanted quick recognition from the Department of
State had only to announce that it was carrying out ‘a crusade
against Communism.” Frequently, the ‘crusade’ was against liberal
and democratic political parties.” In other words the reactionary
rulers of the Latin American countries and their U.S. paymasters
are working hand in glove to suppress national independence and
democracy behind the smokescereen of combating communism.

The case of Nicaragua is particularly revealing. Strongman
Luis Somoza is over his neck in trouble. Popular forces are
marching on the capital. Four opposition political parties have
issued a joint declaration which calls upon the people of Nicaragua
to sweep away Somoza's dictatorship and set up a popular provi-
sional government. The unsavoury record of the Somoza
dynasty’s slavish subservience to Washington is well known. As
The New York Times put it, to none have U.S. policies been more
closely linked than to General Somoza and his sons.

In the [ace of the “critical” situation in Nicaragua, the United
States once again resorted to crude intervention through the
Organization of American States. The OAS has asked 13 nations
in the Caribbean area whether the current developments in
Nicaragua “constituted a threat to the peace of the hemisphere.”
But there is much more to the story. UPI reported [rom
Washingion on June 6 that “a broad investigation of the Carib-
bean would look into such indications of tension as the Cuban
revolution, the recent abortive invasion of Panama and rumours
that Cuban-based rebels might invade Haiti and the Dominican
Republic.”

Running parallel with its manipulation of the OAS, Washing-
lon stage-managed the two-day conference in Guatemala of the
Home Ministers of six Central American countries to discuss ways
and means of “preventing Communist infiltration in this area.”
The examination of the Cuban situation figured prominently at
the conference.

All this hammers home the fact that Yankee imperialism is
ploiting large-scale intervention in the Latin American countries,
with its spearhead directed chiefly against Cuba. Over the years,
the peoples of the Latin American countries have thrown out
one U.S.-backed dictator after another. Now that the situation
is vastly changed, they are in a better posilion to call a halt to
U.S. intervention and put the United States in iis place.



ROUND THE WEEK

Harvest Time Around Peking

By the time this issue of Peking
Review is in your hands the people’s
communes in the Peking area will have
passed the peak of the winter wheat
harvest. Of all the crops gathered in
the summer in north China, wheat holds
a special place, partly because it is a
staple diet and partly because it accounts
for a large proportion of the summer
harvest. It is the first crop of winter
wheat to be harvested since the found-
ing of the people’s communes.

Nearly 1.4 million mu of land on the
outskirts of Peking were planted to
wheat this year. All around the city
there are immense tracts of rich wheat-
fields, the plants already golden and
glistening in the sun.

But it will be difficult for the com-
munes to gather in this heavy crop by
themselves within the short space of
time generally allowed for wheat-
harvesting. As in 1958, but even more
so this year, the peasants will need out-
side help to see them through the sum-
mer harvest and summer cultivation,
which go hand in hand. As soon as it
was known that the countryside could
do with volunteers from the towns
to help with the harvesting, from scyth-
ing to stacking the crop in the bins,
the response from government offices,
factories, universities and schools, and
the armed forces in Peking was im-
mediate.

Last week, an exodus of able-bodied
men and women — around 120,000 in all
—left for the rural areas. There were
newspapermen among them and four
members of the staff of Peking Review
are also out in the wheat fields now, In
the spirit of socialist co-operation the
city helps the countryside when extra
hands are needed.

L - -

Meanwhile, the communes along the
Yellow River and Yangtse River valleys
are racing against time to bring in their
wheat crops. Harvesting in the prov-
inces south of the Yangtse was completed
by the end of May and the commune
members are now busily engaged in
threshing. But peasants in the areas
north of the Yellow River are now in
the thick of the battle. Honan, the leading
wheat producer in the country, and
Shantung, on the east coast, have about
10 million people in the fields every

day fighting rains and windstorms to
bring in the wheat. More than six
million people in Hopei Province are
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working day and night to complete the
harvest. By June 11 more than 12
million mu of wheat had been brought
in. In practically all the other wheat-
growing provinces — Shensi, Shansi, efc.
—the fields are alive with millions of
people threshing the wheat.

When the wheat is reaped the land is
immediately ploughed to plant the
summer crops — maize, rice, soya beans,
sweel potatoes, etc. In Honan Province
alone something like 40 per cent of the
harvested land has been resown. And
the communes in these provinces are also
enjoying help from the people in the
urban areas.

Shihchingshan’s New Lease on Life
At 9:40 in the evening of May 23 the

red molten iron began to pour. The
workers let out an excited cheer. The
new giant blast furnace at Peking's

Shihchingshan Iron and Steel Works had
produced its first heat of iron. A new
coke-oven battery has also gone into
production and a new ore sintering plant
has been completed and will be com-
missioned soon.

The completion of the three new pro-
jects winds up the first phase of the
plan to expand and modernize the 40-
year-old Shihchingshan Iron and Steel
Works on the northwestern outskirts of
the capital. Old Peking, in pre-libera-
tion days, had little industry to boast
of, not to speak of heavy industry. The
only hint of heavy industry was Shih-
chingshan which was built during the
days of the Peiyvang warlords. Although
it called itself an iron and steel company,
it had only two medium-sized blast
furnaces and several smailer ones and
produced only iron, no steel. Moreover
its meager output kept declining steadily.
When Peking was liberated in December
1948 the dilapidated plant was on the
verge ol total collapse.

Much has been done to breathe life
into the old plant since liberation. Iron
output has risen year by year. In 1958,
the annual output of iron was greater
than the plant’s total iron production in
its entire thirty years before liberation!
And Shihchingshan began to produce steel.
But it remained a moderate enterprise as
steel output is measured in China today.
Peking's steel-conscious residents, espe-
cially the workers of the Shihchingshan
plant, dreamed of turning it into a major
metallurgical plant. To the joy of
the Shihchingshan workers the People’s
Government approved the plan to modern-

ize the plant and turn it into a full-
size integrated iron and steel works.
The first spade of earth was dug on May
28 last year.

The new No. 3 blast furnace. the coke-
oven battery and ore sintering plant
have the most up-to-date equipment.
No. 3 is one of the modern giants in
the country. The whole process, from
the charging of materials to the tapping
of the iron, is automatically controlled.
It has built-in radioactive isotopes for
corrosion detection. The Tl-compartment
coke-oven battery and the ore sintering
plant are also mechanized and highly
automatic. This trio adds the weight of
Peking to China’s fast-growing iron and
steel industry.

The building of the three projects took
only a year, no small feat in itself. The
main force of the building workers came
from Anshan, China's No. 1 steel city,
and Taiyuan, the industrial centre in
Shansi Province. These skilled Chinese
builders, with the help of Soviet experts,
used many advanced techniques and
methods that cut construction time.
Shihchingshan’s own corps of workers
made remarkable contributions to the
building of the projects. In the course
of construction Shihchingshan received
materials and help from more than three
hundred enterprises all over China. And
last but not least, office workers from
the government organizations, officers and
men of the People's Liberation Army in
Peking, members of the people’s com-
munes in the city’s suburbs, students from
the colleges and schools put in many
volunteer workdays.

Needs of Tibetan People Studied

Visiting the serfs who have suffered
cruelly at the hands of the reactionary
serf-owners accounts for a good part of
the time of the leading cadres of the
Tibet Working Committee of the Com-
munist Party, the Preparatory Committee
for the Autonomous Region of Tibet
and the Tibet Military Area Command
these days. During the past few weeks
Chang Kuo-hua, Chou Jen-shan and
other leading cadres have paid an ex-
tended visit to the Loka area and have
called on lamas, laymen, and Tibetans
of all walks of life. They asked them
their opinions of the policies of the
Central Government, and what the
People's Liberation Army and govern-
ment [unctionaries could do further in
implementing these policies.

While travelling through Loka they
made an intensive study of the social
conditions in the area which the rebels
had once made a stronghold of reaction.
The serfs in these parts indicated that
they wanted to see an early end of the
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Bringing in the wheat

Theyv
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svstem of unbridled exploitation.
particularly demanded that the
svstem (see Peking Review, No. 23. June
9. 1959) be done away with that
democratic  reforms be introduced as
soon as possible.

In all
peasants

and

the
their

Loka area the
warm  support
outlined by the Central
after the outbreak of the
which allows the tillers to
harvest and own the crops grown on the
land of the rebels this vear. Thev are
making extra efforts {o cultivate larger
farm than usual, now that they
are able to enjoy the fruits of their own
labour,
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Government
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Huaipei—A New Coalfield

One of east China’s richest coal reserves
— the Huaipei coalfield north of the Huai
River in Anhwei Province is now being
tapped.

Work is going on simultaneously on
many pits in this area of some 250 square
kilometres rich in coal deposits. Several
hundred kilometres of railway bed and
highwavs have been constructed and
many buildings have already been com-
pleted.

The pits are being sunk at a veryv rapid
pace despite thick strata of shifting sand
and the presence of subterranean water.
The speed is made possible by the use
of the new method of sinking reinforced
concrete pipes with vibrating pile-drivers.
It is expected that a large pit with an
annual capacity of 900,000 tons, which
ordinarily takes several years to build,
will be completed in a single vear. Many
more pits are planned for the new col-
liery. When completed, it will be one of
China’s largest collieries.

Rising Birth Rate of
China’'s National Minorities

Reports from Huhehot, capital of the
Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region in
the north, and from Kweivang, the
chiel city of Kweichow Province down
in the southwest, indicate that there is
a general rise of the population of the
national minorities in these areas.
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In Inner Mongolia, the population of
the  Mongolian people has risen from
840,000 in 1950 to more than 1.130.000:
the Olunchuns from 910 to 1.100 and the
Owenkes from 5,200 to 6.800. The other
national minorities in the region, such
as the Huis, Manchus Korecans,
have also grown.

and

In Kweichow, a showed that
by the end of 1958 the total population
Puyis, Tungs, Yis, Shuis,
and several other minority nationalities
had reached a total of 4,360,000 — 420.000
more than in 1953. Within five
the Miaos in Kweichow have
from 1,420,000 to 1,530,000. The biggest
increase in population was registered
by the Shui people along the Tu River.
In 1958 the population reached 160.000 —
a 25 per cent increase over 1953! In all
the areas inhabited by the national
minority peoples a rising birth rate has

census

of the Miaos,

vears,

grown

become the general phenomenon.

Both the Mongolian steppes and the
Kweichow plateau were known in the
past for the chronic decline of popula-
tion. The new population trend is a
great change.

Owing to the long years of national
discrimination and oppression during
the reign of reaction, the people of the
national minorities suffered intensely
from cold-blooded exploitation and cul-
tural backwardness. There was  a
frightful lack of sanitation and medical

care. Plagues and diseases ran rampant
for decades taking lives by the thou-
sands. In Inner Mongolia venereal
disease was the scourge and in Kwei-
chow, malaria. In Ikh Chao League,
Inner Mongolia, the population of the
Mongolians in the early vears of the

Ching dynasty was 400,000 but by the

time of liberation there were only a
little more than 100,000 people left. In
those days a healthy baby on the
pastures was a rare sight. On the Kwei-
chow plateau the local saying was
“there are pregnant women but no
walking children.”

Now all this is only a memory.
National equality replaced national

oppression in liberated China, the life of
the people was steadily improved and
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Dragon-Boat Festival

Last Wednesday, June 10 — the Fifth
Day of the Fifth Moon of the Lunar
Calendar — people throughout the coun-
try found time for some fun in this busy
harvest season. Members of the peo-
ple’'s communes along the Milo River in
Hunan Province crowded the banks
to watch the race of more than
thirty colourfully decorated dragon-boats,
manned by a thousand people, amidst
thunderous cheers and the beating of
gongs and cyvmbals. Similar dragon-boat
were held in the Min River in
coastal Fukien Province. In Chengtu,
Szechuan Province, workers, army-
men and students held boat races and
waler sports contests. In Peking's Pei-
hai Park lotus lanterns floated on the

races

too,

lake under the white dagoba. And
throughout the country a special deli-

cacy — the triangular tsungtze, or
stuffed glutinous rice dumplings wrapped
in a special kind of leaves—were
made and served in many homes. The
The traditional Dragon-Boat
Tuan Wu—the Double

nccasion?
Festival or
Fifth.

The annual festival is held in memory
of Chu Yuan. ancient China's great
patriot-poet (author of Li Sao) and states-
man. More than 2200 years ago Chu
Yuan, exiled from the court of Chu (one
of the seven Warring States) drowned
himself in the Milo River as a protest
against the betrayal of his country by
corrupt rulers. Legend has it that the
grief-stricken people rushed out in
boats to trv and recover his body. Rice
dumplings were thrown into the river to
feed the water dragons so that they
would not devour the body of the great
Hence the traditional dragon-boat
expression ol

poet,
race and tsungtze —an
the people’s love of freedom and justice.
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More Consumer Goods

Progress in China’s Light Industry

by LI CHU-CHEN

Minister of Light Industry

URING the First Five-Year Plan (1953-1957), total out-
put value in China’s light industry (excluding textiles)
doubled. Tt increased at an average annual rale of aboutl
17 per cent. Tt was on this basis that the industry achieved
a big leap forward in 1958 and pushed up its ouiput
value by about 40 per cenf. In that vear the big leap in
agriculture provided rich resources and enormous markets
for light industrial and food products. The big boost in
steel output also stimulated the progress of light industry.
Workers and cmployees in light industry implemented
the general line for building socialism and the set of poli-
cies known as “walking on two legs.” While making way
for the tremendous growth of steel production, light in-
dusiry ilsell effecled an unprecedented leap forward,
mainly by mobilizing its own resources and by launching
a mass movement for technical revolulion.

In the past few years. many light industrial enter-
prises were built or expanded and latent capabilities were
tapped. thus enabling the industry to make big advances.
From 1891. when China had her first paper mill using
machine production. to 1949. the vear of liberation, the
highest annual output of machine-made paper was only
165,000 tons. In 1957. output reached 913.000 fons. more
than five times the pre-liberation peak. It went up to
1.220.000 tons last year.

In 1957 salt production more than doubled the pre-
liberation peak annual output and reached 8.277.000 tons,
surpassing the 1949 output by 5.387.000 tons. It went
up to 10.400.000 tons last year.

The output of sugar in 1957 was more than double
the peak annual ouiput in pre-liberation days. The pro-
duction of rubber footwear also more than doubled:
130 million pairs were made in 1957 and in 1958 output
went up again by more than 50 million pairs. There have
also been enormous increases in the output of other prod-
ucts. such as edible vegetable oils, bicycles, sewing
machines, clocks and watches.

Better Production Techniques

Light industry has made rapid advances not only in
capital construction and production but in production
techniques. The designing and manufacture of many
products were beyond the capabilities of old China. New
China has established many new branches of industry and
turned out thousands of products never before made in
the country. They include various kinds of industrial
paper (such as 6 or 7 micron condenser paper and high-
tension cable paper), viscose pulp. stone-ware machine
parts. enamel equipment for the chemical industry, optical
glass. quartz glass, glass fibre, tempered glass, cameras.
films. wrist-watches. artificial leather. rectified spirit, high-
grade glycerine, aromatic producls. etc.

1958 was a year of marked achievements in the tech-
nical revolution and innovations in light industry,

6

IFirst, technical progress was manifest in improved
tools and cquipment. mechanized production and higher
productivity. More than 700 major fechnical innovations
were made in five (rades (paper making. salt production.
poltery and porcclain, glass. enamel products). They
plaved a significant part in raising production. saving
labour and fulfilling the plans. The more than 100
advanced fechnical improvements introduced in the paper
industry cover all of the production processes — stocking.
cooking. beating. paper making and packing and may raise
productivity from 20 to 50 per cent. Take the Tientsin
Paper Mill, for example. Tt took 13 hours during the
period of Japanese occupation (1937-1945) to cook the reed
pulp used. This has been reduced now to just over two
hours. The salt indusiry adopled many measures lo
change production from a seasonal to an all-vear-round
basis.

Secondly. workers and employees devised various
methods to economize on the use of iron and steel. Re-
ports from 14 provinces and municipalities show that last
yvear 70,000 tons of iron and steel were saved thanks to
the manufacture of over 80 kinds of stone-ware equip-
ment.  These included aleohol distillators, blowers, pumps,
acid-resistant pumps and sulphuric acid towers. This
solved part of the needs of light industry in its big leap
and supported the growth of other industries as well.

Thirdly. many light industries worked out methods to
cconomize on the use of raw materials and adopted sub-
stitutes. The paper industry. for example. popularized the
vse of annual plants to make pulp and adopted measures
to recover causlic soda.

Combination of Two Methods

Besides technical revolution, another important factor
for the 1958 leap forward in light industry was the build-
ing of small workshops using indigenous methods of pro-
duction in the people’s communes. Since 60 to 70 per
cent of the industry’s raw materials come from the coun-
tryside and most of its products are sold there, the rela-
tions between light industry and agriculture are very close.
The building of industrial units to process agricultural
produce and make certain consumer goods within the
practical possibilities of the people’s communes ensures
the timely processing of farm and rural side-line products.
reduces the need for the citics to supply light industrial
goods to the villages and brings about a more rational
distribution of light industrial units in the country. Tt
will also free a lot of rural manpower. especially women.
from certain houschold production tasks (milling grain.
ete) and help consolidate and develop the people’s com-
munes.  The combination of modern and indigenous
methods of production also brings quick relurns with
smaller investments and less equipment.

Both the scale and speed of capital construction in light
industry in 1958 were never before known. Capital con-
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struction alone boosted the annual paper-making capacity
by over 300,000 fons and sugar-relining capacity by 600.000
tons, including sugar reflining by indigenous methods.
These are close to or higher than the total inereases during
the First Five-Year Plan.

Standards of Living Improved

Development of the national economy in the past few
years, particularly the industrial and agricultural leap
forward last year. has brought fairly big improvements
in the standards of living of the working pcople. Accord-
ing to data supplied by the State Statistical Burcau, retail
sales of several major consumer goods showed substantial
increases in 1958. Compared with 1957, retail sales of
rubber footwear rose by 52 per cent. thermos flasks by
20 per cent for example.

A survey of nine counties in nine provinces shows
that the 1958 consumption of consumer goods in these
raral areas recorded still bigger increases.  Taking the
corresponding amount of consumption in 1957 as 100, the
1958 figures were as follows: rubber footwear., 215:
machine-made paper. 193.7; enamel wash basins, 170.7:
enamel cups. 161.5: soap. 108.8.

Fountain pens. clocks and watches were  formerly
bought only by a lew well-to-do people: now they are
being used by large numbers of people,  The womenfolk
of the peasantry formerly made practieally all elothes in
the countryside by hand. Now in many villages clothes
are being made with sewing machines. Over 630.000
sewing machines were produced last year. more than
double the amount manufactured in 1957.

Industrial articles of daily use that were sold formerly
almost exclusively to the city population are now found
in large quantities in the rural markets. Many goods for-
merly enjoyed by the few, have now become popular
among the masses. Some articles which were luxuries
to the general public and only the well-fo-do could afford

U.S.-Japanese Collusion

Japanese Militarism

by LIAO

IHHE Kishi government of Japan is siepping up ils

efforts to reinvigorate Japanese mililarism. DBut, as
recent events indicate, there is a mounting wave ol popular
opposition to these efforts. In the elections to the Upper
House of the Diet held carlicr this month, the ruling
Liberal-Democratic Party was pifted in a hard-fought
battle with the domocratic forces. Kishi's parly was
desperately anxious to get the two-thirds majority which
would enable it to revise Japan's war-renouncing post-
warr Constitution and railroad through a revised U.S.-
Japan “Security” Treaty tying Japan even more closely
to Washington’s atomic war charviot. It failed to achieve
its aim in the elections. Meanwhile, a nationwide drive
to prevent the revision of the U.S.-Japan “Security™ Treaty
is rapidly gathering momentum.
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INCREASE IN OUTPUT VALUE OF LIGHT INDUSTRY

1952 — 1958
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to buy, have been placed within the reach of the majority
of the people.

Like all the other branches of the national cconomy.
1958 was a year of a great leap forward in light industry.
Jut since the output of certain products still lags behind
demand and the people’s living standards must be further
improved. light industry must continue its leap forward
this year.

It is both necessary and possible this year [or light
industry to continue its big lcap on the basis of the overall
progress in the country and the increasing purchasing
power of the people. The planned increases for many
products in 1959 are really enormous both in percentages
and actual amounts. Last year, paper output exceeded
the 1957 figure by 410,000 tons; this vear it is planned
to increase ouiput by another 570,000 tons. Similarly
large incrcases are planned for salt. cigarettes. sugar.
edible vegetable oils, ete. The 1959 plan for light industry.
therefore, is one of a continued big leap and high-speed
development.

on the Come Back

CHU

In Tokyo two weeks ago, a Japanese monk killed
himself in front of Kishi’s official residence as a protest
against the projected revision of the U.S.-Japan “Security”™
Treaty and Japan’s rearmament. Such an act of itself
will not deter the reactionaries from their course, but it
is one ol the many indications of the spreading public
awareness ol the dangers involved in Kishi's drive to war.

Deep-Seated Reasons

The revival of Japanese militarism has long been the
common policy of the U.S. and .Japanese reactionaries.
But, as the Chinese saying goes, “lying in the same bed,
they are dreaming different dreams.” U.S. imperialism
wanis to use Japan as a cal's-paw in ils aggressive war



in the Far East: it wants to turn Japanese territory into
its military base spearheaded against China and the
Soviet Union, and against other Asian countries. Japanese
reaction, on its part, counts on U.S. support to realize its
hidden imperialist ambitions.

Deep-scaled socio-economic forces in Japan are be-
hind this drive to revive militarism. Japanese monopoly
capital made ncw advances in the post-war years by
serving the war policy of the U.S.A. During the Korean
war, it was fed on huge U.S. military orders and grew
enormously. By 1951, Japan had already surpassesd its
pre-war (1934-36) level of industrial production. In 1957,
the index of industrial production climbed to 2.6 times
the pre-war level. Bloated with easy pickings Japanese
monopoly capital now finds the domestic market too
small for its ambitions. and seeks expansion abroad. The
Kishi cabinet serving the interests of these monopoly
circles and toeing the Washington line, has been working
tnergetically on its so-called “Southeast Asia Develop-
ment Plan™ ever since it came to power in 1957. Designed
to exploit the natural resources of Southeast Asia with
U.S. capital and Japanese technique, this plan is in effect
a new version of the notorious plan for building a
“Greater East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere,” that was the
blueprint for Japan's invasion of many Asian countries
in the Second World War. Here lies the root cause of
the revival of Japanese militarism.

The situation has been aggravated by the economic
crisis which spread from the United Slates to Japan under
Kishi's rule. As a result of the crisis. unemployment
has risen, class contradictions have sharpencd and the
workers' movement has gathered strength in Japan. The
reaction of monopoly capital has been to call [or a more
blatant policy of expansion abroad and suppression of
popular opposition at home. That is why the Kishi
cabinet has shown grealer vigour than any previous post-
war cabinet in reviving militarism.

Old Militarists in the Saddle Again

The process of reviving militarism has actually been
going on for a number of years. That the threat it poses
is now very real is shown by many facts. First of all.
the old militarists and the fascist organizations are once
again active in Japan's public life.

In 1949, the U.S. occupation authorities began to
release Japanese war criminals sentenced to prison terms.
At the end of 1950, they began to “de-purge” war
criminals. The process of “de-purging” was practically
completed by August 1951 and, by the end of 1958, all
war criminals in the custody of U.S. [orces had been set
free. “De-purged” and released, and enjoying the sup-
port of the reactionary Japanese Government, the old
militarists have gradually resumed their activities in the
open.

The better to do their pernicious work they have
founded a host of organizations and “research”™ bodies.
Kyvodo News Agencey reports that there are now more than
200 such organizations. The largest among them. Kyodo
says, is known as Nihon Goyu-Renmei which. with Neiji
Okamura. one time commander-in-chiel of the Japanese
invasion forces in China, as president, boasts a member-
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ship of 1.5 million scattered all over Japan. In the mean-
time, large numbers of old militarists have been absorbed
into the armed forces. They now hold the posts of chiefs
of stalf of Japan’s army, navy and air force; and most of
the commanding officers in Japan's armed forces, from
divisional commanders up, are from their ranks.

Today the old militarists and Japan's [inancial
oligarchy are in closer collusion. During the Korean war,
some 3,000 former military technicians were recruited
by various war plants to help rehabilitate and rebuild the
armaments industry. Old militarists are staging a come-
back on the political scenc, too. Many reactionary old
brass-hats are playing active roles in the ruling Liberal-
Democratic Party. These include former Vice-Admiral
Zenshiro Hoshina and former Admiral Yoshisaburo
Nomura. Since 1953, old militarists have begun to run
for membership in the Diet. Seven of them are serving
as Diet members and 400 sit in local legislatures. Since
1953, the Japanese Government has resumed the pay-
ment ol pensions to old militarists. Such payments now
amount to 100,000 million yen a year.

Armed Forces Rebuilt

The U.S. occupation authorities started rvebuilding
Japan's military power even before the signing ol the
separate “peace” treaty with Japan in San Francisco in
1951. This was obvious from the abnormally swollen size
of Japan's then police foree. Before V-J Day Japan had
only 56,000 policemen. In 1948, according to official
statistics, its police force had 141,206 men.

The victory of the Chinese revolution in 1949 and
the oulbreak of the Korean war in the following year
made the U.S. imperialists all the more anxious to turn
Japan into a source of cannon-fodder and a Far Eastern
arsenal.  In July 1950, former U.S. General MacArthur
ordered the then Yoshida government ol Japan to
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establish a “police rescrve corps™ ol [our divisions which
in effect was Japan's army. In the following years, a
navy and air [orce were also formed, as well as the com-
mand centre for all the armed [orces, the so-called
“Defence Agency.”

In 1955, the Japancse Government formulated a six-
year (1955-1960) plan for expansion of the armed [orces.
The target figures ol the plan are as follows: army:
180,000 men; navy: approximaltely 34500 men with ships
and craflt totalling 124.000 tons and 200 acroplanes; air
force: approximately 41.600 men with 1,300 planes; total
strength for all the three branches ol the armed forces:
approximately 276,000 men (including about 20,000 civilian
employees) with a reserve of 20.000. Fullilment of this
plan will give Japan an army and air force nearly equal
in strength to those it had in 1931. the year it began the
invasion of China’s northeastern provinces.

When the Kishi government came to power in 1957,
it made some slight changes in the target figures for the
last three years of the six-year plan. But the expansion
of Japan's armaments has gone ahead essentially in
accordance with that plan. By (he end of March this
year, the strength of Japan's armed [orees stood as follows:
army: 170,000 men with 228 aeroplanes; navy: over 25,500
men with ships and craft totalling about 111,000 tons and
200 aeroplanes; air force: over 26,600 men with 963 acro-
planes; total strength of the three branches ol the armed
forces: over 240,000 men (including more than 20,000
civilian employees) plus more than 10,000 in reserve; total
number of acroplanes: 1.391.

While pressing forward with a general expansion of
armaments, the Japanese military authorities are in-
tensifying their efforts in research and the trial manu-
facture of new types of weapons. The aim is to com-
pletely modernize the equipment of the Japanese armed
forces. Their plan calls for the gradual introduction of
guided missiles from 1960 onwards, proceeding therefrom
to nuclear weapons,

The Kishi government at the present time is work-
ing to establish a military force of considerable numerical
strength, gradually expand it in proportion to the growth
of the “national strength,” and re-equip it, step by step,
with guided missiles and nuclear weapons, so as to form
the “hard core™ of an aggressive mililary machine with
the framework and structure laid out, in preparation for
large-scale expansion as occasion demands.

Armaments Industry Grows

The process of rehabilitation of Japan's war industry
during the post-war years can be roughly divided into
two slages. The years from 1950 to 1954 were a period
of “special procurements,” i.c., of big U.S. mililary orders.
The years since 1955 are the period of “defence procure-
ments,” ie., of armaments production for Japan's own
growing armed [orces. During the Korcan war, U.S.
“special procurements” in Japan amounted to 1,338 million
U.S. dollars according to slatistics compiled by Japanese
sources. The enterpriscs producing munitions and light
weapons which were rehabilitated by Lhese orders have
an aggregate capacily which far outstrips the normal
training and replenishment needs ol the Japanese army.
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Since U.S. “special procurements™ have declined each
year following the Korean armistice, Japanese monopoly
capital has put forward the demand that Japan's “sell-
defence” forces be equipped with Japanese-made weapons
so as to gear the war industry to the arms expansion pro-
gramme. The main emphasis during this period has been
put on the production of acroplanes and naval craft, as
well as research into new types of weapons. Aircraft
production was resumed in Japan in 1956 and there are
now 25 companies cngaged in i, Japan’s potentialities
in building naval craft is considerable; out of the 27 ship-
yards which built such craft in the pre-war vears, 12
have now resumed production. During the past few
years, Japan's budgetary outlay on atomic research has
risen steadily; it was 350 million yen in 1954, and soared
to 11,100 million yen in 1958.

The Kishi government is now trying to foster the
expansion of war indusiry, maintain productive capacity
for various lypes ol weapons, step up the research and
trial manufacture of new types of weapons, and gradually
modernize the equipment of the Japan-se forees with
Japanese-made weapons.

Restoring Fascist Rule

The revival of militarism and establishment ol fascist
rule are two sides ol a single coin; the one goes with the
other. The imperial system headed by the mikado, a
symbol and pillar of militarism, still exists in Japan
although it has been weakened since the end of the war.
Japanese reaction has not been slow in attempting to
revive the worship of the mikado. A signilicant pointer
was the introduction, in Deecember 1957, of so-called
“moral education™ in primary and middle schools designed
to instil the children with fcudal moral concepts centred
on loyalty to the mikado. Once again the schools are
now required to celebrate the so-called Kigen-setsu
Festival (February 11, the legendary date of the inaugura-
tion of the Japanese state by the first mikado), and the
Tencho-setsu Festival (April 29, birthday of the present
mikado). Since 1957, the Japanese film industry has
produced a number of movies extolling the old imperialist
aggressive wars and disseminating militarist ideas. They
include a [ilm about Japan’s war with tsarist Russia and
another one about the so-called “War of Greater East
Asia.”

Post-war Japanesc governments have promulgated a
series of reactionary laws and decrees designed to re-
institute fascist rule. In July 1956, for instance, a system
was introduced for censoring non-official school text-
books; in July 1957, a decision was adopted to institute a
so-called “efficiency rating system™ for primary and mid-
dle school teachers which is a sort of “loyalty check.” In
October 1958 the Kishi government sought to push
through the Diet the “Police Duties Law Revision Bill”
which aimed to expand its police powers, legalize such
measures as “preventive arrests,” and by depriving the
people of the minimum guarantees of liberty and demo-
cratic rights, pave the way for a fascist rule based on
police terror. This attempt was foiled as a result of
vigorous popular opposition. The Kishi government,
however, is still trying by every means to have this bill
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passed and also to enact such reactionary laws as the
so-called “sccurily” law and the “anti-espionage” law.

Lurking Ambitions

It is clear from the foregoing facts that the ground-
work for a revived Japanese militarism has already been
laid. TIts lurking ambitions are also taking clearver shape.
In his interview with the American NBC correspondent,
Cecil Brown. last October. Kishi flatly declared that *“‘the
time has come for Japan to eliminate the ‘no war’ pro-
vision in the Japanese Constitution.” and that this “has
to be revised because at the present time we are forbidden
to send troops abroad.” He even declared that “Japan
must do everything possible to prevent Formosa [Taiwan]
and Korea ftom being taken over by the Communists”
for the sake of “Japan's security.” During the Japan-
south Korea talks in 1958, the Japancse delegate Renzo
Sawada insolently stated that it was the aim of the Kishi
government *“to push the present 38th Parallel border
line to the Yalu River.” Earlier this year, Banboku Ono,
Vice-President of the Liberal-Democratic Party, called for
the formation of a “United States of Japan” in which
south Korea and Taiwan will be annexed!

Recently, the Kishi government has become still more
blatant in its hostility towards China. While continuing
to follow the United States in trying to create “two
Chinas,” it has slandered China on the question of the
rebellion in Tibet. It has rejected the Soviet proposal
for a peaceful and neutral Japan on the pretext of “oppos-
ing interference in internal affairs.” and. moreover, is
plotting an anti-Soviet campaign under the slogan of

From Anshan’s Steel Front

“recovering the northern territory.” It has tried to
curry favour with the Syngman Rhee clique of south
Korea by preventing the return of Korean nationals in
Japan to the Korean Democratic People’s Republic.  And.
disrcgarding the repeated protests of the Democratic Re-
public of Viet-nam. it has concluded an “agreement on
war reparations™ with the south Viet-nam authorities.

The recent “Blue Book™ on Japan's foreign alTairs
issued on May 16 was another cxposure of the Kishi gov-
ernment’s true colours. Formerly the Wishi cligue pre-
tended to adhere to “three principles” in foreign relations,
viz: the United Nations as the “centre.” co-operation with
the “free” nations, and Japan as “a member ol Asia”
But the Blue Book openly scrapped these “principles” and
announced, instead. three new principles which are tan-
tamount to a public announcement of Japan's embarking
on the road of militarism. These principles are: rejection
of a neutral stand for Japan. the strengthening of Japan’s
“self-defence” forces and establishment of a Japan-U.S.
“seeurity system.”  With the issuance of this Blue Book.
the Kishi government assumed an openly  offensive
posture.

In all their ealculations, however, the U.S. and Japa-
nese reactionaries have forgotten one simple yet most
fundamental lactor: that the forces for peace and progress
both within Japan and internationally have grown
enormously as compared with the “good old days™ of
Japanese militarism. I Tojo and his Western ally. IHitler,
“lifted a rock only to have their own toes squashed.” as
the Chinese saying goes, Kishi and his US. backers are
“lifting a rock to crush their own skulls.”

China’s Champion Blast Furnace

by CHU CHI-LIN

NSHAN Iron and Stecl Works' No. 9 blast furnace
has been much in the news lately for an outstanding
performance. Its workers boosted the average coeflicient
of utilization to a high of 2.187 tons in May 1959 to win
the national championship in the emulation drive among
the country’s big modern blast furnaces. Average coef-
ficient of utilization is the output of iron per cubic meire
of available furnace volume per 24 hours and is the most
important index of blast furnace efficiency. This achieve-
ment places the No. 9 among the world's most clTicient
blast furnaces.

Built in 1956, the No. 9 was China's first automatic
high-pressure blast furnace. But its current success lies
not so much in its up-to-date equipment as in the spirit
and ingenuity shown by its operators. A little more than
a year ago, its average coefficient was 1.348 tons. This
put it last among all the Anshan blast furnaces. Hard
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work and thought leading to radical improvement in fech-
nique finally carried its workers to their presenl success.

Mastering Technique

The workers in charge of No. 9 tamed this modern
giant in a struggle with technical difficulties. The first
problem they encountered concerncd the method ol charg-
ing. Originally. a large proportion of agglomerate was
used and each charge was pretty heavy: the charge tended
to concentrate at the centre of the furnace and this resulted
in a poor distribution of the gas current. In the words
of the workers, the furnace suffered from “chronic in-
digestion.” To solve this problem, the Communist Party
committee called a meeting of technical personnel and
workers with the director of the plant attending. At this
meeting, two “schools” of thought emerged. One. follow-
ing a careful analysis of the situation, advocated a new
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method of using clean ores once every few charges and
teducing the quantity of each charge: the other. the
“minority school,” opposed this, claiming that a somewhat
similar method was emploved before without much success.
Some even asserted that smooth operation simply could
not be achicved because of the peculiar shape of the [ur-
nace and that it was impossible to raise oulput any more.
The majority view prevailed. The new proposals were
given a trial. The attempt was entirely successful —
smooth operation was elfected and the coefficient of utiliza-
tion was boosted 18 per cent in a single month.

This gave an indication of what could be done. The
workers of the No. 9 began regularly to sum up their
experience in production and draw the necessary conclu-
sions from them. Work was reviewed after each shift
and at the end of cach working day. More svstematic
reviews were made every ten davs. Special meetings
were called to study specific fechnical problems.

Important Innovations

It's a characteristic of the workers of the No. 9 that
they never get complacent but are constantly trving out
and introducing new refinements of technique. Pei Wei.
the self-possessed, forward-looking vouns man of fwenfv-
four who is in charge of the whole furnace. has onlv
three vears of actual blast furnace experience behind him.
but he already has several important innovations to his
credit and is striking out in new directions. A vear ago.
when he was in charge of the Company’s No. 8 blast fur-
nace. he boldly advocated increasing the smelting inten-
sity (the amount of coke burned per cubie metre of furnace
volume per 24 hours) as a means of increasing out-
put. At that time. the prevalent view was that a
moderate intensity of smelting should be maintained and
that infensive smelting would raise the coke ratio (amount
of coke consumed in producing one ton of iron) and
tend to eause abnormalities in operafion. Nevertheless
Pei’s bold idea was experimented with and proved very
effective. It carried the No. 8 {o first place in production
among all Anshan’s blast furnaces.

Since then. the method of increasing smelting inten-
sity has become generally accepted as a dependable mea-
sure of raising output. By combining this method with
the principle of reducing the coke ratio. a new system of
iron smelting was gradually evolved. When these {ech-
niques were applied ta the No. 9 blast furnace. il was
found that neither the volume nor the temperature of
the blast supplied was sufficient for intensive smelting.
Hsu Chen-yeh. a veteran worker with 20 vears of ex-
nerience, made a thorough study of the problem. He
found that the trouble lay in the tapping hole. This was
too shallow with the result that. when the furnace was
tapped. coke sometimes gushed out together with the
molten iron and the volume of blast had to be greatly
reduced. To remedy this he devised a new method of
work that decpened the tapping hole and avoided the
necessity of reducing the volume of blast. By readjusting
the proportions of gas and air and improving combustion
in the hot blast stoves. Chen Chuan. another worker.
successfully raised the temperature of the blast from
around 8007 C 1o 900° C thus facilitating the reduction of
the coke ratio.

Systematic application of the new method of smelting
is no simple affair. 1t requires close co-ordination of all
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on the job. This spirit of mutual help prevails among
the men of the No. 9. Workers on each shift are at pains
to see to it that all's well for the next shift to take over.
One night not long ago, just 20 minutes before the shift
ended, members of the first shift found that some molten
iron still remained in the furnace to be tapped because
not enough ladles had been available at the first tapping.
It wouldn’t have been a violation of the rules if they had
left the metal in the furnace and left off as their time
was up. but this would have meant difficulties for the
next shift. So they stayed on, asked the dispatch room
for more ladles and made preparations for a second tap-
ping. This meant a great deal of extra work. But there
was no hestitation among them. By the time the second
tapping was done it was already a good half hour over
time. Only then did they quit.

Co-ordination was. of course. not limited to workers
at the furnace. By providing the high-grade ores and
coke needed for high efficiency smelting. workers at the
sintering plant and the coke ovens made important con-
tributions to the suecess of the No. 9 blast furnace. “When
harmony reigns among the workers. smooth operation of
the blast furnace is ensured.” So the workers say.

Friendly Emulation

In April, in the friendly emulation among the Anshan
blast furnaces, the No. 9 was in the lead with an average
cocfTicient of utilization of 2.051. This was a remarkable
achievement, but the edge it had over the others was
by no means a comfortable one. The No. 3 blast [urnace
was close on its heels with a coefTicient of 1.995 and the
No. 3 workers declared that they would catech up with
their colleagues of the No. 9 in May.

It was a serious challenge. By raising the temperature
of the blast and increasing the intensity of smelting, the
workers of the No. 3 succeeded in raising their average
coefficient for the first ten davs of May to 2.17. No. 9
was left behind.

Workers of the No. 9, of course, would not take this
Iving down. The meeting they called to study the situa-
tion brought out the formidable nature of the problem
confronting them. At first. it seemed that there were
only two ways of raising efliciency further: by increasing
the volume of the blast which would accelerate the com-
bustion of coke: or by raising the temperature of the
blast. But both methods were limited by the capacities
of the blowers and the hot blast stoves. Having studied
the problem for two nights. Pei Wei hit on a new idea-
increase the steam supply. Since this would at the same
tfime increase the amount of oxyvgen. Pei figured that it
would facilitate the combustion of coke. The idea was
presented to the workers on the shift and they all agreed
to give it a try. It proved successful and. in the second
ten days of May, the men of the No. 9 raised their
average cocfTicient to 2.201, regaining first place in the
plant.

With emulation proceeding full blast within Anshan’s
iron-smelting plant. the workers have kept a wary eye
open on the achievements of blast furnaces in other plants
in the country. The Ministry of Metallurgical Industry
keeps them fully informed regularly publicizing the best
records in the coefficient of utilization, coke ratio. ete.
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and the standing of the various iron works in the country
both in the national press and in Yejin Bao (Metallurgy).
its own organ widely read by iron and steel workers.

The men of Anshan’s No. 9 and No. 3 blast furnaces
had picked pretty formidable “opponents” in the emula-
tion drive — the blast furnaces at the Penki Iron and Steel
Works, which had led all blast furnaces in the country
in cfficiency for more than a year in the past. On May
12, a “contract” of compeltition was solemnly signed in a
workers' club in Penki with representalives of Anshan’s
No. 9 and No. 3 blast furnaces sent specially to Penki for
the occasion.

All furnaces taking part in the emulation campaign
distinguished themselves in May. Anshan’s No. 9 and No.

Tibetans in Szechuan

3 blast furnaces won first and second place respectively
among the country’s big blast furnaces. while Penki's
furnaces led the country’s medium-sized blast furnaces
with an astonishing coefficient of 2.442,

The emulation campaign is still on. As there are no
technical secrets involved and every ivon works in the
country is mastering the best methods and pressing ahead
steadily, the men of Anshan’s No. 9 are well aware that
to stay in the lead. they can’t rest on their laurels but
must keep on improving their work.  It's not prolit or a
selfish sense of pride that spurs them on. They know
that every improvement they make contributes to the
national effort to boost stecl production. to build socinlism
and create a better life for all. These are the ideals that
animate them in the drive for steel.

Democratic Reform:
The Road to Happiness

— In the Kantse Tibetans’ Autonomous Chou —

HE Kantse Autonomous Chon for the Tibetan People

in Szechuan Province gives a living picture of the life
of Tibetans before and after democratic reform, of what
happens when the terrible yoke of serfdom is lifted from
a people.

The Kantse Tibetans’ Autonomous Chouw stands on
the eastern part of the Tibetan plateau, belween the
Kinsha and Tatu Rivers. It adjoins the Chamdo area of
Tibet in the west, Yunnan in the south and Chinghai in
the nerth. It covers an area of about 150.000 square kilo-
metres, about the size of Anhwei Province. It has a
population of 540,000, of whom more than 440,000 are
Tibetans. The rest are the Hans, Yis and Huis.

The area is rich in mineral resources such as mica.
asbestos, gold. coal, iron, lead, zinc, rock crystal. gypsum.
ete. One of China’s great forest areas is along the Kinsha
and Yalung Rivers. Sevenly per cent of the musk pro-
duced in China comes from this area. Its deer’s antlers
and land otter furs are well known throughout the
country.

The area was liberated in the spring of 1950. Na-
tional regional autonomy was instituted there in the winter
of that ycar.

The Old Order

The Tibetans inhabiting the autonomous chou suf-
fered from the same terrible serf system as their fellows
in Tibet. Lands and pastures were owned by the serf-
owners. The serfs were utterly at the mercy of their
overlords. In and out of season. they had to toil on the
land of their masters. do unpaid labour service and fight
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in the clan wars for them. They had almost no time
to cultivate the small plots of land allotted to them for
their use. They were further cxploited by usury practised
by the serf-owners. They had {o pay 50 to 100 per cent
interest on loans. Once in debt they were hopelessly
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enmeshed.  Serl [amilies were
forced 1o keep on paying the
interest on debts from genera-
tion to generation. A serf who
rented a yak had to pay a cer-
tain amount of butter {o ils
owner each year, and keep on
paying this even alter the animal
died!

Some  serl-owners  were  also
merchants. They compelled their
serfs to sell their local products
at  rock bottom prices, and
themselves  charged  the  exor-
bitant prices for the goods they
sold to the serfs. It was not
unusual for a serf-owner to req-
uisition ouftright the produoce of
a serf. All in all, by such extor-
tions and levies. the serf-owners
took away more than 70 per cent
of the annual earnings of a serf. Driven to desperation
some serfs ran away from their masters. But this was at
the risk of suffering the severest punishments if caught.
whipping or mutilation. As often as not they would be
caught by another serf-owner and have to suffer the same
cruelties from which they sought to escape.

The serf-owners held complete political power.  They
had their own armed forces. they controlled the law courts,
prisons and torture chambers. Most of the serf-owners
were the local chieftains and hecadmen. In his own area
the local chieftain ruled supreme. Under him were a
number of headmen in charge of finance and military
afTfairs and so on. Lesser headmen exercised direct con-
trol over the people. They could kill and torture the
serfs at will. Those who offended them would have their
noses, cars or tongues cut off, their eyes gouged out, their
Lhands and feet ampulated, their hearts ripped out or
their bodies skinned.

The full story of this criminal rule of feudal serfdom
reads like a hell on earth.

End of Serf System

After liberation, the people’s government organized
the local Tibetan people to reclaim wasteland, distributed
farm tools and issued loans and relief grain to help them
develop production. Help was aleo given to them to de-
velop local trade. education and public health work.
The sulferings of the people were somewhat alleviated
but since the old social system remained basically un-
touched it was notl possible to bring about a radical im-
provement in their conditions. The awakened Tibetan
people of the chou pressed strongly for democratic reforms
and the ending of the serl system so that they could enjoy
the same freedom and prosperity as the other nation-
alities of China. In these circumstances, in 1956, the Com-
munist Party and the people’s government began to lead
the Tibetan people to carry out the reforms they desired.
The reforms were introduced systematically from arca to
area. By the end of 1958, they had been completed in
all the agricultural arcas and part of the pastoral areas
of the chou. The feudal serf syvstem that had plagued
the people of the area for centuries was finally ended.
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A Tibelan farm-house

Woodcut by Niu Wen

In the course of the democratic reforms, it was made
clear to the serf-owners that if they relinquished their
feudal ownership of the land and restored personal free-
dom to their serfs, their livelihood would be provided
for and their other properties would be left intact. How-
ever, directed and instigaled by the reactionary clique of
the upper social strata in Tibet, a handful of the most
reactionary serf-owners in the chouw openly opposed the
democratic reforms and launched an armed rebellion. They
attacked the People’s Liberation Army units. set fire to
houses and brutally murdered and persecuted progressive
clements among the Tibetan people who strongly demand-
ed democratic reforms. With the mass of the people in
action against it, the rebellion speedily collapsed.

Aflter the democratic reforms, all serfs won their free-
dom and were given land and freed from the grip of
usury. The mutual aid and co-operative movement that
followed advanced rapidly. In 1956, the first group of
[arming co-operatives were sel up in the area where
democralic reforms had already been completed. In 1958,
30 per cent of the peasant households had joined. By
this spring, the proportion increased to 63 per cent and
some of the over 600 co-operatives formed were of the
advanced, socialist lype. A number of herdsmen’s co-
operalives have also been set up.

Greater Agricultural Production

Co-operative farming has shown great advantages in
production. Last year, although many counties suffered
the most serious drought in twenty years, the output of
food crops of the autonomous chou as a whole increased
by 19.63 per cent. In those counties which were less
affected by drought, income from agricultural production
increased by 110 per cent compared with 1955. the year
before the democratic reforms were started.  This spring
the organized peasants went about their work with even
greater enthusiasm. In the old days, the local peasants
used to cast horoscopes to decide on a propitious date to
start plowing or sowing. They stopped work on what
they considered unlucky days. In many districts the peo-
ple were alraid to build conservancy works for fear that
this would cut off the “veins of the dragon.” Nor did
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they use any manure on the land. This year, all these
outworn habits. prohibitions and superstitious [ears were
thrown overboard. The peasants in Yakiang County
started sowing 10 to 15 days earlier than last year. The
lond was ploughed from 16.5 centimetres to 33.3 cen-
timetres deep compared to 10 centimetres in the past.
Half the acreage of cultivated land was brought under
irrigation, a threefold increase over last vear.

Demoeratie reforms and the co-operative movement
that followed have also brought a new life to the people
of pastoral districts,

In the Takung pastoral district, for instance, over
3.000 herdsmen have been freed from the big feudal live-
stock owners as a result of the democratic reforms car-
ried out there early this spring. For the first time in
their lives the herdsmen enjoyed a free and happy spring.
More than 30 per cent of the herdsmen's houscholds in
the area joined the co-operatives. The herdsmen of the
area have planned to reclaim 12 million mu of wasteland
this year to grow fodder crops and bring about a 24 per
cent net increase in their herds.  Better breeds of sheep.
horses and cattle have Dbeen introduced. Many young
herdsmen  are  learning  the techniques of  artificial
insemination of livestock and the prevention and treat-
ment of animal diseases.

Immediately alter the democratic reforms. a primary
school was set up for herdsmen’s children in the distriet.
but this was quickly filled and two more are being built.
New health centres. veterinary stations and trading com-
panies have also been set up, a boon to the herdsmen.
Many herdsmen have moved into new tents. New sheds
have also been built for their herds. In April alone. a
hundred couples of yvoung herdsmen and women who could
not set up their own homes in the past registered their
marriages at the local people’s government.

Industrial Growth

Before liberation. the whole area had only a single
small hydro-electric power station.  In the past few years
and particularly after the democratic reforms. the develop-
ment of indusiry and communications has been making
headway. With the aid of the state and the support of
other provinces. 55 industrial and mining enterprises have
been set up. These include iron-smelting, coal-mining,
power-generating, paper- and cement-making industries
and the manufacturing of farm implements. During the
big leap of 1958. many factories were also built in the
countryside to produce chemieal fertilizers. bone powder.
insecticides and powdered milk. As a result. the total
value of industrial production in the autonomous chou
last year reached 17.85 per cent of that of its agricultural
production.

No modern communication facilities existed in the
area in pre-liberation days. There were only narrow
trails leading to the major cities and towns. In the past
few years five new highways have been built with a
total length of 1.325 Kkilometres. Thirteen out of the 21
counties are now served by motor transport, and the
Sikang-Tibet Highway runs across the autonomous chou
from east to west.  After motor transport was opened to
Litang, a major town in the southern part of the autono-
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mous chou, the price of one pack ol tea went down from
40 yuan to 12 yuan and one jin of salt from 1.5 yuan to
0.3 yuan. Machines and new-type [arm tools have appeared
for the first time in distant mountain villages, whose local
products are also enjoying a brisk sale in new markets.

The autonomous chou now has 325 times as many
post offices in the various counties as in pre-liberation
days. The number of postal voutes has inereased 3.7-Told.
Telephones have been installed in some of the townships.
Today. people in Kantse and Patang can read the current
issue of Renmin Ribaon [om Peking five days after publica-
tion.

To foster production and improve the life of the peo-
ple, the people’s government is vigorously developing trade
in the area and follows a price policy that [avours the
local Tibetan people. In the past few years. more than
500.000 tools and implements have been supplied o the
autonomous chou at low prices. In 1958, the prices Tor
the major consumer goods dropped by 30.75 per cent
while the prices on local products went up by 129.95 per
centl, compared with 1950, when the area was liberated.
The purchasing power of the people in 1958 was more
than double what it was in 1957.

Spread of Education

The people’s government made great offorts to set
up schools in the area soon alter liberation. but the
serf-owners did everything they could to prevent their
serfs from sending their children to the schools. So. belfore
the democratic reforms, there were only a few score
primary schools with 5.000 Tibetan  children in  the
counties of the Tibetan-inhabited areas. Now the auton-
omous chou has more than 270 primary schools with 24.000
pupils as well as three middle schools including one sel
up especially Tor the national minority peoples. More
than 200 teachers of Tibetan nationality have been trained
in a nationality normal school and in short-term {raining
classes. More than 90 per cent of the pupils in the newly
established schools come from [amilies of the labouring
people. In a primary school in Kantse. all of the 110
pupils are children of former serfs.

In the early days of liberation there were only five
hospitals and clinies in the arca. In 1958. they increased
to 94. The number of medical workers went up 7.5-fold:
3.260 nurses and midwives have been trained lor the
agricultural and pastoral areas.

These facts make one thing clear: the change of the
face of the autonomous chon would have been impossible

without democratice reform and the uprooting of the vicious
serf system.

— CHANG SEN
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People in the Big Leap

Cotton Bow to Cotton Mill

by LIN NIEN

YVHERE is an old-fashioned. two-storey house down a
lane in Changsha’s East Distriet with a newish sign-
board over the gate: “East Wind Cotton Mill.” Women
we working al wooden spinning wheels in its hallways.
Its [our large rooms, both upstairs and down, are taken
up by sixty wooden looms, clacking gaily throughout the
day. Women weavers are producing  brilliant-coloured.
hard-wearing bedspreads and patterned bed sheets with
novel designs. These have a brisk sale not only here in
Changsha, capital of Hunan Provinee. but in quite a few
other cities.

Little more than a year ago this busy factory was
Just a small production team in a rented shop-room with
i couple of shredding machines and a pair of twanging
bows thit fluffed up and reconstituted old cotton wadding.
Their business then was to clean and vellull old cotton
and make it up into bats for quilts.  Their chief was Lin
Shu-hua, a former child cotton mill hand and an ordinary
housewife, just over thirty and hardly literate.

The Beginning

The team was a product of last year’s big-leap cam-
paign to promote locally run small enterprises. In Shu-
hua's district the people’s government appointed her, an
active social worker throughout the post-liberation years,
and Wang. a high school graduate with some knowledge of
book-keeping. to organize this production team and utilize
old cotton. It was hoped that after getting the necessary
experience the team would eventually develop into a small
mill.  With the 200 yuan she got as capital. Shu-hua
bought the two bows and shredding machines and several
hundred jin of cotton. Renting the small shop-room
facing directly on the street. she recruited a few workers.
mostly housewives like herself. and the team was in
business.

Everything secemed to be all right except the weather.
It was March and with the nights getting warmer and
warmer, the early. lively demand for bats dwindled
steadily. Business got so slow that finally Shu-hua
couldnt even f(ind funds for the team’s wages. Wang,
the book-keeper, dismayed by the mounting deficit. uttered
loud complaints.  Iler grumblings infected the other mem-
Shu-hua was made of sturdier stufl.
She had been through a hard school before liberation as
a peasanl girl who had gone into a cotton mill at the
age of cleven. For her. troubles were things to be over-
come. Two thoughts obsessed her: “We must stick to-
gether!” and “we've got to find a way out!”

bers of the team.

Every spring the people give their cotton-padded
winter clothes. quilts and bedding a thorough wash. Many
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take out the cotton padding. dust it and get it bowed
Nulfy and soft again. As Shu-hua prepared her family's
own winter clothes for spring cleaning. she thought:  “If
we can’'t sell our bats. we can still sell our services with
the tools we have!” She consulted Wang. her co-organizer.
Wang wasn’t against it but thought it below her dignity
to go out on the street to canvass for clients, Shu-hua
took on the job of drumming up. or rather blowing up.
trade. She took a hand-cart., walked the small lanes and
busy streets, blowing the traditional bugle and ealling out
customers. She got them.

The team worked efficiently. Gradually the place
became known and clients began to come of their own
accord. Business prospered. The team bought a few
more sccond-hand machines and took on twenty more
hands.

A Bold Idea

Shu-hua initiated a bold move to turn old cotton into
cloth after she heard a talk at the district centre about
doing work in the communist style and emancipating one's
mind to think. speak out and act boldly. Several mem-
bers of the team, supported by Shu-hua, immediately went
into action by spinning seven jin of varn with cleaned and
reconstituted old cotton.  She herself did the weaving.
When the head of the district saw the result he was

\
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delighted and suggested that the cloth be faken to the
city’s Textile Goods Examination Committee for testing.
She went immediately. The examiner serulinized the
stuff, didn't look pleased, and scowled when the material
simply ripped asunder in the testing machine: “Only 40
per cent up to standard! Do you eall that a joke!” e
was still mutiering something about “investigating the
whole thing” when Shu-hua made good her escape, cresti-
[allen, with her ill-fated cloth in her arms.  How to break
the news to the team? She knew that evervone was wail-
ing, like hersell only a moment ago. with great expecta-
tions. How 1o meet Wang’s stare over the abacus?
Courage failed her. She went to report the whole afTair to
the district chief. Not in the least annoyed. he answered:
“Who's that comrade doing the examining? What a rot-
ten attitude he has! Don’t get discouraged. You ecan’t
expect success to come at a single stroke. If it's a prob-
lem of quality, then consult with your comrades and
sece what can be done to solve it.” When Shu-hua took
her leave, her heart felt lighter.

Wang didn’t exactly say “I told you so,” but she
looked it and insisted that costs would be too high any-
way even il they did succeed in turning out suitably
graded cloth. “There won’t be any profit even il we do
get up to standard,” she declared, waving her abacus.
Nevertheless the whole team put their heads together to
find a way out. They finally decided to have another try.
This time they selected their cotton carefully, using only
the best, and bleached the yarn before weaving.

When she appeared in the examiner’s office for the
second time, he gave her a long stare: “So here vou are
again? You still haven’t given up this idea of yours,
eh?”

Shu-hua answered:  “This time the cloth’s dilferent!”

Ie took it over without even bothering to look at it
and thrust it into the tesling machine. His expression
quickly changed. “Good.” he said, “seventy per cent this
time.” He added in a friendly tone, “Can be used for
industrial purposes.”

The production team grew. Through various chan-
nels, Shu-hua bought another dozen second-hand looms
and began producing cloth.  Working and studving hard.
the team was now producing more than twenty types of
goods. Buyers liked them. They were sturdy and cheap.
Production expanded and more hands were taken on. Most
of them were local women who were now able to send
their children to the growing number of community day
creches and kindergartens.

Expansion

Soon afterwards, Shu-hua learnt from the district
office thal an old weaver, highly skilled in making Jacquard
ligured bedspreads. was available. There was a great de-
mand for good. inexpensive bedspreads.  Success in pro-
ducing them would put the team well on the way to setting
up a regular mill.

Shu-hua immediately went to see this paragon. was
favourably impressed and proposed that a mill be set up
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under his technieal guidance. He readily agreed and soon
handed in his plan. Tt ealled for 200.000 vuan in capital.
He looked [aint when Shu-hua tried Lo explain that this
mill could only start on the basis of their present pro-
duction team. The weaver, however, was finally persuad-
ed to try. His two looms were baught over by the team
and soon they started producing figured bedspresds in
small quantities.

As production gradually expanded. a new problem
cropped up: the hand-spun yarn [ell far short of demands.
The hunt for yarn was a long story [or other enterprises
were after it too, but it ended quite successfully. The
Min Sheng Hou Mill, the city’s best-equipped mill,
took notice of the superior quality bedspreads and other
goods being made by the team. It offered a contract under
which the team would use its surplus yarn to weave top-
qualily bedspreads and sheets.

A Small Cotton Mill

With this steady supply of raw material assured, the
number of workers now rose lo over a hundred. More
spacious premiscs were needed.  The loeal authorities gave
a helping hand by (inding the team the two-storey house
we've mentioned. A big signboard with the characters
“Fast Wind Cotton Mill” painted on it showed that the
new plant had been born.

More looms were added. this time brand new ones
from Hsiangying, a neighbouring county. By last autumn
the mill had sixty looms at work with 140 workers in
{wao shifts.

Bigger scale production. new techniques. new products
once again raised new problems. The first products even
with the new machines were below the necessary stand-
ards. But now they were more experienced in over-
coming difficulties. With their contacts in the big mill,
they got skilled technical guidance [rom outside. They
held exhibitions to study the merits and demerits of their
own products. The more skilled workers signed contracts
giving a “guaraniee to teach” the less skilled, while
these in their turn gave simultancous “guarantees 1o
learn.”  They challenged Changsha’s best with the slogan
“Surpass the Min Sheng ITou!” Affer a month of inde-
fatigable probing and hard work the new mill succeeded
in getling ils goods graded “excellent.”

The growth of this small public-run mill with its
humble beginnings has been a school for cach of its work-
ers and not least for Lin Shu-hua. ils director. who put
her whole soul into it.  As it has grown so has she. Born
in a peasant family. married to a carpenter who used to
beat her in the unhappy pre-liberation days, when pre-
carious casual labour was all he could get, and tied to
houschold chores for so many years, she is now a happy
mother in a happy home — her husband now is a model
factory worker —and is playing an active part in the
nation’s economic construction, managing this mill of 140
workers quite efficiently. Iler eleclion last year to attend
first the provincial and then the National Conference of
Active Women Builders of Socialism was regarded as a
well-deserved honour by all those who knew of her
work.
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SIDELIGHTS

The Boy Who Asked Questions. Ten
vears ago a poor village lad asked his
grandfather:  “Grandpa, why do the
corn leaves grow oul in only two direc-
tions?”  Grandpa waved the question
aside — children  are always asking
questions.  So  the question remained
unanswered. The lad, Chang Ming-teh,
grew up and became secretary of the
Communist Party Committee of the
Shangchia People's Commune in Hsuan-
han County, Szechuan PProvince. Corn
is the commune’s staple crop, but yields
were Deep ploughing and plenty
of fertilizer helped raise yields some-
what, but ¢lose planting, which had
proved so  valuable with other crops,
scemed  impossible  here, because  so
much room had to be left between the
plants to Keep their leaves from getting
entangled.  Puzzling over this one day,
Chang Ming-teh suddenly reealled that
question of long. long ago. The leaves
of each cornstalk always grow in {wo
directions: could the leaves of all the
plants be made to grow in the same lwo
directions? The solufion might lie in
the way the seeds were sown., he
reasoned. So he got a seed box and
sowed four rows of corn each with the
seeds set in a different way. Three
days later. one of the rows came up.
straight as a column of tin soldiers,
with the leaves all pointing in the same
two directions! A simple law of plant
growth was mastered, and it cnabled the
commune to plant 7,000 plants to cach
mu instead of 1.000. This raised the per
mu yield over sevenfold, from 136 jin in
1957 to 1,029 jin. But one question
remained. Sowing each kernel in the same
divection by hand took up endless time.
Chang Ming-teh set to work again.
Thirty experiments later, he produced a
two-wheeled seed drill which sowed
each kernel in exactly the desired
position and raised efficiency sixfold.
Now Chang’s method of making corn
grow in a sct direction and his two-
wheeled seed drill are being used
throughout Szechuan Province,

low.

°
Community Services. A bulletin board
in front of an unpretentious one-storey
building on one of Peking's side streets
announces: We do the following for you:
Make theatre bookings and buy cinema
lickets, clean house, mend and wash. hire
taxis, forward payvments for water and

electricity  bills, deposit money in the
bank, write letters, design interior
decorations.... We also sell newspapers

and magazines. soft drinks. general drugs
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and medicines, articles of daily use.

It 15 the Erhlunglu Community Services
Centre. Set up by the residents’ com-
mittee of that neighbourhood some time
ago, the centre is run by housewives. It
started with only six women but as
more and more people came to rely on
its services the staff soon increased to a
dozen or so and its services expanded
from a few to more than 40. Charges arc
nominal. Some services such as writing
letters, booking theatre seats. ete. are
free. In the six months since its establish-
ment it has proved to be a real friend
in need and it often volunteers services
not on the list. A voung couple decided
to get married and the centre practically
turned out in force to help them fix up
their new home. Its good example was
contagious: 82 such centres have been
set up in Peking's western district.

.

The Story of an Egg. As the People's
Liberation Army cleared the Loka area
of the rebels and restored order. those
who had fled in fear of the rebels came
back home. One returning Tibetan
peasant got the surprise of his life. On
entering his cottage he found a note. He
got it read to him. It said: “Dear house
owner, we're very sorry to have broken
one of your eggs., Here were leaving
money to reimburse you. Please
accept this pavment with our apologies.”
It was signed by a wunit of the
P.L.A. which had put up for the night
there while in pursuil of the rebels.
The incident passed like a [lairy lale
from mouth to mouth and soon ecvery-
body in the locality was talking about
these extraordinary fighting men. Such
behaviour by the P.L.A. men is nothing
unusual,  Their discipline is proverbial.
People in other parts of China can cite
chapter and verse on many similar in-
cidents, for the Communist Party has
always taught the P.L.A. not to touch
“even a needle or thread” belonging to

some

the people. But to most of the Tibetans
coming into close contact with the P.L.A.
for the first time this was really some-
thing new; they had never met anything
like the propriety, kindness and discipline
of the P.I.A. men who are now helping
them to overthrow their oppresssors.

L]
More Shaohsing Wine. If you travel
southeast on the Hangchow-Ningpo Rail-
way line in Chekiang Province, you will
come to a town crisscrossed with streets
divided by water with a busy traffic of
small boats. From afar you can see the
banks piled high with great carthernware
jars. This is Shaohsing, home of China’s
famous yellow rice wine. For wine-lovers
the world over there is good news from
Shaohsing: annual output has now gone
up to almost 100 million jin, four times

the pre-liberation annual output. And
more s expecled in  this year's big
leap. The first jar of Shaohsing wine

was made more than 1.500 years ago.
Mellow and fragrant, it is known as
one of the “Eight Famous Wines” cf
China. It is made from first-grade
glutinous rice and mineral water from
picturesque Chien Lake. There is a
wineshop in every sireet and lane in
Shaohsing. A [fine old tradition here
provides for a cerlain number of jars of
Shaohsing wine to be put in the cellar
when a child is born, to be taken out and
consumed at his or her wedding vears
later.

.
Happy 122nd Birthday. Chang Chuan,
the son ol a poor peasant family in Hopei
Province born in the 18th vear of the
reign of the Ching Emperor Tao Kuang
celebrated his 122nd birthday in Chang-
chiakou on June 1. He was greetled by
a representative of the city government
and a delegation of children. A transport
worker since he was 17 years of age.
Chang Chuan was given a house after
liberation by the People’s Government to
spend the rest of his life in comfort.

The Girl Behind the Plough
Walks in the Clouds

A jolksong from Shansi Provinece, illustrated by Mi Ku

Aglitter with silver light
the terraced land rises
step by step:

The hill land seems to

perch amid the clouds.

And through the clouds

walks a girl guiding her
plough,
Like

vying with her Cowherd.

the Weaving Maid
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ARCHAEOLOGY

New Neolithie Site

One of the most important archaco-
logical finds since liberation has been the
discovery of a neolithic villuge at Panpo
on the eastern outskirts of Sian in Shensi
Province. After four years of careful
work from 1954-1957, archacologists cx-
cavated over 40 dwellings, 130 tombs and
six kiln sites, together with a large
quantity of pottery, stone and bone
objects, well-preserved remains of millet
and the bones of domestic animals. This
discovery has enabled us to get a full
picture of the life of our ancestors in
primitive society.

Recent capital construction in the
western part of Shensi has brought to
light another complete neolithie village
on the bank of the Chinling River at
Paochi. Working from August to Decem-
ber 1958, a team from the Institute of
Archaeology of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences combed an area of 2,200 square
metres and unearthed ten dwellings, two
Kilns, 386 tombs and over 1.000 pieces of
poltery, stone and bone objects. This dis-
covery, which is as important as that
made at Panpo, shows that the neolithic

settlement at Paochi belongs, like the
Panpo site, 1o the Yangshao painted-

pottery culture (named after the place
in Honan where it was first discovered).
It adds considerably to our knowledge of
ancient Chinese neolithic life.

This newly unearthed ncolithic village
is siluated on the northeastern outskirts
of the city of Paochi, and covers a total
area ol about 25000 square metres.
Judging by the exposed section of the
cultural deposits, which in some places
are three to six metres deep. neolithic
men must have lived here for a very long
time. They chose this place for settle-
ment because it is near the confluence of
the Chinling River, flowing southwards
right through the site, and the Weiho,
flowing eastwards. The settlement is
divided into two parts: the dwelling sec-
tion with its siles of huts, storage pits
and kilns, and, about 40 metres south of
it, the communal cemetery of the clan.
The Panpo site is similarly divided.

The ten huts excavated were shallow,
rectangular pits with rounded corners,
sunk below the original ground level,
with the surrounding vellow loess earth
for walls. Most of the huts were five
metres long and four metres wide, and
the remains of the walls measured 38 cm.
high. Each has a door facing north—a
narrow slanting passage. wide enough
only for a single person to pass through
at a time, cut in the cenire of the
northern wall, Inside the huts, there was
a pear-shaped oven, on the northern side
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of  which  was  a  poitery  jar laid
hovizontally  and  partly  buried in the
earth Fhis jar with its mouth facing
away lrom the door was probably used

to keep the precious fire gomne, The oven
was plastered on its outside with mud
mixed with chopped straw; through fir-
ing it became hardened and tinged with
a greenish colour. The loor was coverod
with a coat of plaster made of a muxture
ol mud, chopped straw and lime concere-
tion obtained [rom virgin soil. It was
polished and hardened, and made suit-
able for sleeping on. The walls were
also covered with this coating of plaster,
but in most parts it has [allen off. In
the centre of the floor there were two
and sometimes four post-holes with a
diameter of 25 em. and a depth of 80 em.
to 1 metre. Potsherds or gravels were
laid at the botlom of holes as
supports [or pillars, Bul as no traces of
holes for beams have been found on the
surrounding walls, it may be inferred
that the neolithic men most probably put

these

up the upright pillars to support a
framework of wooden planks forming
two slanting roofs covered with mud

and chopped straw.
common in

Hutls of this tyvpe,
neolithic sites belonging to
the Yangshao culture, have been found
in Shensi, Honan and Shansi. But what
is interesting to nole is that, in the case
of the recent excavations at Paochi. the
doors open on the north, whereas in
previous exeavations, the doors open on
the south. Coupled with this, the
cemetery here is to the south of the
settlement and not, as in other cases, to
the north. The practice of opening the
doors in the opposite direction to the
cemelery was probably connected with
the religious beliefs of the people at that
time.

Two
found,

kinds of kilns were
was a horizontal kiln, at

different
One

Fetiery botile desige of a water-bird
wilth a tish in its beak

From the Paochi neolithic site

one end ol which was the baking cham-
ber,  with  the [flame
through a flue from a
other end.
with an
feeding

conveyved to it
furnace at the
The other kind was vertical,
aperture at the lower end for
fuel, and a flue for the flame
to pass Lo the baking chamber. The tops
of  these time-worn — and
their remains show
advanced type of
the good pottery

kilns  are
weather-beaten, but
they were a
kiln which
found at

rather
produced
the site.

Burial Customs

At the burial ground to the south of
the settlement, 386 tombs were un-
earthed. They lie close to one another;
some are super-imposed. In most cases,
the dead were buried in shallow pits,
with their heads pointing to the north-
west.  There are no traces ol wooden
coffins in the tomb pits which are gen-
cerally 50 em. to 80 em. deep. The shallow-
est of the pits are only 10 em. in
depth, while the decpest is 1.3 metres.
Most of the three hundred and twenty -
nine tomb pits for adults contain a single
corpser a few have lwo or three corpses.
There were a few prone burials, and
many  cases of second burials. This
practice of second burial, especially in
tomb pits with two or more corpses, was
quite common in neolithic sites of the
Yangshao culture. Funerary objects
were found in over half of the tomb
pits; they are mostly pottery jars, bowls,

vases with a narrow neck and vases
with a pointed bottom. Though not
common, stone axes, palettes, bone

arrow-heads and strings of bone beads
and turquoise pendants were also used
as funerary objects. Judging by the
phenomenon that the dead were buried
together in a common burial ground and
that funerary objects are usually found
in the tombs, specific burial customs
must have existed at that time.

For dead children, burial-jars were
used. The funerary objects were put in
the jar covered with a poltery basin.
Many burial-jars are perforated with a
small hole at the bottom — probably an
established practice at the time. The
children are usually found buried at the
feet of adults. or near them. This shows
that they were probably related.

So far, the greatest number of tombs
belonging (o the Yangshao culture were
excavated at Paochi. This has provided
invaluable material for studying the
human body and burial customs of that
periodd,  The human skeletons found at
Paochi appear to be similar to those
unearthed at Panpo which bear a close
resemblance to those of modern Chinese.
This proves that men of the Yangshao
cultire  were our ancestors who had
their abode in China since primeval
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Poitery vessel with fishing net pattern
From the Paochi neolithic site

times  and  had
fime

already
aftained a  high

during
level of

their
civili-
zation,

Pottery

Most of the artifacts uncarthed at the
neolithic  site at  Paochi  are potlery
ware. Though they resemble those found
at Panpo, the designs on the painted
pottery are quite different. There are
no traces of the use of the potter's wheel:
both the coarse and the fine potlery are
hand-made. They are mostly baked
into a reddish brown or brick-red colour;
some are of a grevish brown colour.
Most of the fine ware cither have a
plain, burnished surface or are decorated
with thread impressions; a few have
geometric designs in black paint — trian-
gular, dotted. zigzag or trellis patterns.
On one of the long-necked bottles is
painted a water-bird with a fish in its
beak. It is a simple but lively and
realistic drawing. an example showing
that the people at that time had already
atlained a high artistic level.

Many pottery bowls with round bot-
toms and bottles with narrow mouths
and long necks were found. The Ilatter.
with triangular designs on the burnished
surface, were mostly found in the tombs;
thev were probably made specially for
burving with the dead. Also uncarthed
were small-mouthed jars with pointed
bottoms, with a lug on each side. These
are usually decorated with thread im-
pressions, some have decorations in black
paint on the upper part. They were
used for drawing water, as many similar
jars have been found in wells of the
Han dynasty. Many of these jars were
found in tomb pits. The people at that
time probably believed that even after
death they needed such articles of daily
use. One of the most interesting finds
is a pottery vessel with a peculiar shape,
like that of a water-chestnut. It has a
small mouth and a short neck, as well
as a loop on each of the protruding sides.
A trellis pattern is painted on it in black
with small triangles on either
This probably represented a net and the
net-sinkers. From its shape. we ean see
that a rope could be attached to the jar

sides
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for ease in carrving. When a man took
hold of its pointed ends at the sides, he
could casily drink water from it. This
beautiful vessel, thought to be a water
Jar, is another proof of the ingenuity of
our ncolithic ancestors.

Tools

Tools made of stone found at the site
include axes, adzes. chisels. hoes and
knives. The first three were used by
carpenters. and the last two were farm
implements used in tilling the soil and
harvesting.,  Saddle-shaped querns and
stone  rolling pins used for grinding
grain were also found. Of great impor-
tance is a stone palette found in a tomb
pit.  There are still reddish tints on i,
proving that it was used to grind
hematite into powder. But as no red
colour was used on the painted pottery,
the hematite powder was probably used
for body adornment.

Bone artifacts such as needles, awls,
chisels, hoe-blades and  arrow-heads,
were also found, but not as manv as
those uncarthed at Panpo, and they are
more coarsely made.

These important discoveries at Paochi
have added much material to the study
of our neolithic ancestors. The means
of production discovered here, such as
stone and bone hoes. stone knives and
other implements, show that the people
at that time engaged mainly in agri-
culture. They also reared some domestic
animals (investigations are still being
made to determine what they were);
fishing and hunting were also still being
engaged in, but they had become sece-
ondary in importance compared with
agriculture. The people of this neolithic
village lived in huts built close to one
another, and had a common burial
ground. This shows that man had
reached the stage of primitive clan
society, with quite a number of people
living together in one place. The pro-
ductive forces were fairly well developed,
though only tools made of stone and
bone were used. The potter’s wheel had
not vet been invented, but the technique
of making pottery was already fairly
advanced. The thread impressions on
the pottery and the existence of thel
spinning wheel indicated that the people
knew how to spin with hemp. The
absolute date of the site remains to be
determined by the new dating method
using Carbon 14, but it can approxi-
mately be attributed to over 2,000 vears
B.C.

Excavation work is still being con-
tinued on the site. Further valuable
materials are expected to be found here
which  will deepen our knowledpge ol
China’s neolithic age.

— AN CHITI-MIN

SPORTS

New Sueceosses

Chinese  swimmers touring Hungary
held their first contest with the Hun-
garians on June 7 in Budapest. They did
extremely well, earrving off four of the
six titles in the men's events. In the 100
metres butterfly-stroke, Chen Yun-peng
won in 1 min. 3.8 secs., a new Chinese
national record. Mu Hsiang-hsiung, who
broke the world record for the men's 100
metres breast-stroke in 1 min, 11.4 secs.
in a confest held between China’s best
swimmers in December in Peking, won
the event this time in Budapest in 1 min.
12,5 sees. Lin Chin-chu. China’s ace free-
style swimmer, finished first in the 100
melres free-style in 58.1 sces. In the 400
metres medley relay, the Chinese team
beat the Hungarians in 4 mins. 22.5 sces.

China’s voung sporismen in other fields
are training hard in preparation for the
gala sports meet to be held in the capital
in September this year. Their progress
has been very rapid. In the first five
months of this year, they have broken
nearly half of the 183 national records
ratified only last January. Most of these
new records, covering a wide fleld rang-
ing from weight-lifting to speed skating,
were set at national tournaments or at
provincial and municipal sports meetings.

In track and fleld, thirteen new na-
tional records were set. Su Wen-jen, a
23-vear-old long distance runner, broke
the national record for the 5,000 metres
when he covered the distance in 14 mins.
34.4 sees. This is 25.8 secs. better than
the national record for last year. In the
1.500 metres, three athletes broke last
vear's record and could cover the dis-
tance in about 3 mins. 58 secs. In sprint-
ing, much headway has been made. At
present, there are at least four sprinters
who ean cover the 100 metres in 10.68 secs.
Several others can run the distance in
about 108 secs. Many young athletes
have come to the fore in the high jump.
Last May, 18-year-old Shih Hung-fan and
21-year-old Tuan Chi-yen cleared 1.96
metres. Two young girls, Yang Mei-ju
and Kuo Nai-ying, have cleared 1.61
metres. In the pole vault, China's
champion Tsai Yi-shu succeeded in clear-
ing 145 melres in Canton last March.

Correction:  In the story “New Steel Ree-
ords”™  in oonr  last page 5, a
typographical error gave the figure for the
cocfficient of utilization of Penki No. 1 Iron
and Steel Phant’s blast furnaces as 2,442
tons. 1L should read 2,412 tons,

issue,
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CHINESE PRESS OPINION

End Atom Threat to Balkans!

the current situation
in the Balkan area. Renmin Ribao's Com-
mentator (June 12) wriles: the Soviet
Union and the socialist counlries in East-
ern Europe are making untiring efforts
lo case fension in that area so thal the
Balkans may become a peninsula  of
peace. Comrade Khrushchov's proposal
for establishing an atomic-weapon-[ree
zone in the Balkan and Mediterranean
areas was given unanimous  support by
the Rumanian Government in its state-
ment of June 6 and the Bulgarian
Government in its nole of June 9 to the
Greek Government. Both governments
have also advanced the idea of convening
a conference of the heads of the Balkan
states and of concluding a non-nggression
pact among them. On June 10. in its
reply to the Italian Government, the
Soviet Government reiterated Comrade
Khrushchov's proposal. adding that if
countries in the Balkans and on the
Adriatic  reject the establishment of
rocket and atomic weapon bases in their
own {erritories, they will be making a
great contribution to turning this zone
info a zone of peace.

Commenting on

As a result of the intensified war
preparations carrvied out recenily in (he
Balkan and Mediterranean arecas by the
imperialist bloc headed by the US..
the situation there is deteriorating and
causing great apprehension
peoples of various countries,
Government, the Commentator says.
disregarding the repeated warnings of
the Soviet Government, in the face of
public censure in various countries and
slrong opposition among its own people.
has agreed to allow the US. to build
rocket and atomic weapon bases on ils
soil. The US. is again negotiating with
Greece to build similar bases on Greek
territory. The Greek Government., Com-
mentator points out, while declaring that
it will not refuse to do anything aimed
at promoting conditions for peaceful co-
existence among the peoples of the
Balkan countries, has, however, openly
rejected the proposal for the establish-
ment of a peace zone in the Balkan area.
In so doing, the Italian and Greek
Governments have not only violated the
fundamental interests of their peoples
but also posed a serious menace 1o peace
and security in the Balkan and Mediter-
ranean areas, impeding  the normal
development of international relations in
this zone. The aim of the United Stales
is of course to turn Italy and Greece info

among the
The Ttalian
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a military springboard for its future war
of aggression.  Thus, compliance with
the US. request and readiness 1o act as
a tool of US, aggression means to adopt
a hostile attitude to the countries of the
socialist camp. The Soviet Union and
other socialist countries in Europe have
declared that the socialist countries now
threatened by the establishment of US
rocket  and atomic weapon bases in
neighbouring countries cannot ignore this
matter and will have to take appropriate
measures, Commentator stresses.

The peaceful proposal for turning the
Balkans into an atomic-weapon-free zone
put forward by the Governments of the
Soviet Union, Rumania, Bulgaria and
Albania, is clearly an eminently reason-
able and leasible one. If Ialy and Greece
cherish peace and the interests of their
peoples. there is no reason why they
should seek excuses to rejeet it, Com-
mentator declares.

Eisenhower’s Summit Strategy

An article in Renmin Ribao (June 7T)
comments on  Eisenhower's views ex-
pressed at his June 3 press conference
on the question of holding a summit con-
ference. There was a general hope, the
article says, that Eisenhower would re-
spond to the desire of the world's people
for the holding of a summit conference
and that he would show a somewhat
positive attitude in arranging for such a
conference. But we can see what Eisen-
hower’s attitude is from his words. He
said: “There has not been any detectable
progress |at the Geneva Foreign Minis-
ters’ Conference] that to my mind would
justify the holding of a summit meet-
ing.... There should be a clear commit-
ment of our rights and privileges ... with
respect to West Berlin.” This is the same
as the Western press clameur that the
Soviet Union should *“pay a price for a
summit conference.” It should b2 remem-
bered, the article notes. that on May 6.
on the eve of the Geneva Conference,
Eisenhower expressed the opinion that
the question of whether a summit con-
ference could take place depends upon the
“progress” made at the Geneva Confer-
ence. This proves that Eisenhower still
stands where he did before the Foreign
Ministers” Conference began. Bul this
time, he deseribed more concrefely what
he meant by “progress.”

It is worth noting that Eisenhower's
set conditions Tor holding a summit con-
ference are precisely the obstacles which

the West has used to hold up solution of
the West Berlin question at the Geneva
Conference, the article points out. The
so-called  “commitment™ of the “righls
and privileges™ of the West means con-
tinuance of the occupation syvstem  in
West Berlin and  the keeping of this
cancer there for them to create intorna-
tional tension.

The US. and other Western eountries
are using the ery of “no progress has
been made”™ as a pretext for refusing to
hold a summit This only
proves that they lack sincerity in nego-
tiating at the Geneva conforence or at a
summit  conference. notes the arlicle.
The object of holding the Geneva Confer-
ence and a summil conference is o solve
current international problems, and ease
the tense international situation through
negoliations among  the countries con-
cerned. The Foreign Ministers” Confer-
ence should make appropriate contribu-
tions to the solving of these international
issues, If it cannot achieve such resulls.
this merely demonstrates the need to hold
a sumimt conference.

conference.

Referring to Westlern press comments
that this attitude of the Western powers
is intended to show their “toughness,” the
article declares that. on the contrary,
it reflects the fact that at present the
Western counlries are in a passive and
difficult position at the Geneva Confer-
ence. Their attempt to obstruct the work
of the Foreign Ministers’ Conference so
as to block the way to a summit confer-
ence is an expression of weakness. It
proves that they have no other means at
their disposal but blackmail and pressure.
And these tactics will certainly not
achieve their aim. the article concludes.

De Gaulle Wants Atomic Secrets

De Gaulle’s demand for a French share
in US. and British atomic secrets points
up a new cleavage in Western “‘unity,”
commentis Da Gong Bao (June 10).

Ever since de Gaulle came to power
in France, the commentary says, French
ambitions in regard to Atlantic lcadership
have been coming out more and more
into the open. The de Gaulle government
has persistently demanded the setting up
of a US.-British-French  “triumvirate,”
and that France should be given a more
important role in NATO and in Western
policy making.

Dissatistiecd with France's present posi-
tion in NATO, the commentary points
out, de Gaulle, on the one hand, has been
moving closer to West Germany and, on
the other hand, in his bargaining with
the US. and Britain for a belter position,
has time and again resorted to unilateral
action,  As an example, the commentary
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cites France's insistence that it would not
allow the US. to set up guided missile
bases on French territory unless France
is allowed to exercise control over the
nuclear warheads. France has also refused
to hand over its tactical air force to the
NATO Command. In March this year,
the commentary recalls. the French
Government announced that its Mediter-
ranean fleet would no longer be under
the control of the NATO Command.

De Gaulle’s current demand for a share
in atomic secrets has obviously put the
US. in a difficult position, the commen-
tary notes. U.S. officials sav that this
French demand has posed a “touchy.
difficult problem,” adding that they are
trying to find out “how serious a threat
it poses to the NATO alliance.”

The “Atlantic Congress” is in session
in London. At such a time the open
quarrel about leadership is certainly a
mockery of Atlantic ‘“solidarity.,” the
commentary says. It not only reflects the
contradictions among the imperialist
powers, but also the weakening of U.S.
control over its allies due to the bank-
ruptey of its policy of strength: it shows
the imperialist camp is disintegrating, the
commentary concludes.

Rule of Terror in South Viet-nam

Not only are the U.S. imperialists
instigating the pro-American Laotian
Government to tear up the Geneva agree-
ments and start a civil war; as part of
their general plot to stir up trouble in
the area they are instigating the Ngo
Dinh Diem clique to intensify its fascist
reign of terror in south Viet-nam. An
article in Renmin Ribao (June 8) exposing
this terror, recalls that since the armis-
tice, the Diem clique has carried out mass
killings and persecuted and arrested
former members of the Resistance and
other patriots. This vear, it has gone a
step further; it has been carrying out
bloody reprisals against all those who
uphold the Geneva agreements and
demand the peaceful unification of their
motherland. Between July 1954, when
peace was restored, and February 1959,
the south Viet-nam authorities had been
guilty of thousands of criminal punitive
acts which violate the Geneva agree-
ments. There is a record of 4,971 people
either killed or missing, 10,185 persons
wounded and 180843 persons arrested
and jailed.

The crimes are too many to be
listed in detail. People, including women
and children, have been buried alive,
drowned, or brutally tortured. Many
laws and regulations have been enacted
stifling democratic rights and freedom:
concentration camps under the name of
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“Training Courses for Denouncing Com-
munism.” like those in Hitlerite German«.
have been set up. In the tragic events
at the Phu Loi concentration camp which
occurred in December 1958, over 1,000
political prisoners were poisoned to
death.

Yet another crime of the Ngo Dinh
Diem clique is the so-called “mopping-
up” campaign being carried on in many
provinces in south Viet-nam in an at-
tempt to suppress the south Viet-nam
patriols. The latest of these is the large-
scale military campaign against the former
Resistance base known as “D Zone"
which has been going on since February.

On May 6, this year, the south Viet-
nam authorities announced the so-called
“No. 10 Decree for 1959." This is an out-
and-out fascist measure and heralds still
more [rantic attacks on the former
members of the Resistance and patriots
in south Viet-nam. Article Six of the
“Decree” provides for the setting up of
three “special military tribunals” in
Saigon, Banmethuot and Thuan Hoa in
south  Viet-nam for the purpose of
punishing “criminals™ who, in the opinion
of the Ngo Dinh Diem clique, “aim at
sabotage” or “violate securily both within
and outside the country.” Punishment is
to be imposed on those who have either
committed a “crime” or “intend” to
commit it. Article 12 of the “Decree” also
stipulates that by order of the Minister
or Vice-Minister of Defence of south
Viet-nam, the “special military tribunals”
may pass sentence in three days without
inquiries and investigations, and the
convicted has no right of appeal. Sentence
of death and life imprisonment with
hard labour are the only two sentences
the “special military tribunals” may pass
and once the sentence is announced, there
will be no commutation of any kind.

Servant of Two Masters

congratulations,

extraordinary achievements.” Who

who fifteen years ago received

bombard London.

THE PASSING SHOW

As he presented the Gold Medal,
reports The New York Times, the U.S.
President remarked with a smile: “My
We're proud of you."
The citation said: “The security of the
nation and the free world has been en-
hanced by his great learning and his
is
this great American? — Dr. Von Braun,
the
Knight's Cross from Hitler for his work
in perfecting the V-2 rockets used to

The aim of the US. and Ngo Dinh
Diem clique in intensifying their reign
of terror in south Viet-nam is to suppress
all the aspirations of the people for the
peaceful unification of the motherland,
and to completely scrap the Geneva
agreements so as to turn south Viet-nam
completely into a U.S. military base and
colony,

Exposing other gross violations of the
Geneva agreements by the US. and the
Ngo Dinh Diem clique, the article points
out that since the conclusion of the
Geneva agreements, US. military per-
sonnel and war malerials have poured
into south Viet-nam and the U.S. has buill
or expanded its military bases there on
a large scale. The U.S. military advisory
group in south Viet-nam is in fact the
supreme command of the south Viet-nam
troops, directing the drafting and imple-
mentation of their military plans. The U.S.
has illegally shipped weapons and war
materials into south Viet-nam on over
three hundred occasions.

Before the armistice, there were only
six military airflelds in south Viet-nam.
now they number more than twenty:
there were only two naval bases in
Saigon and Cai-be, now the US., apart
from expanding the military installations
there, is building five more new naval
bases and planning one submarine base.
And at the same time the U.S.-Diem
clique is also opening up a series of
strategic highways and many more branch
lines. It is also building fifty military
bases which are piously called “Reclama-
tion Centres.”

The crimes that the U.S. and the Ngo
Dinh Diem clique have committed. the
article concludes, have aroused the in-
dignation of the people of Viet-nam, and
are also being strongly opposed by the
forces of peace the world over.

Change Your Shirt, Brother, and Keep Out of Jail!

When thousands of Africans came down to Nairobi airport to welcome back
Tom Mboya, general secretary of the Kenya Federation of Labour, ten of them were
arrested by the British colonial authorities. The charge? Wearing red cotton shirts.
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CHINA

AND THE

WORLD

China’s Workers Demand
Solution of German Question

More than 1,000 workers' represent-
atives, who met at a rally in Peking on
June 9, demanded that a German peace
treaty be signed and West Berlin become
a [ree city. The rally was held in sup-
port of the appeal of the recent European
Trade Union and Workers' Conference
for a month of joint action on the Ger-
man question. It sent a message of sup-
port to the working people of Germany
through the Federation of Free Trade
Unions of Germany.

President Wang Chiung of the Peking
Trade Union Council declared at the
meeting that “the government and peo-
ple of China and the entire Chinese
working class are solidly behind the just
stand of the Soviet Union and the Ger-
man Democratic Republic on the German
question.” He condemned the Western
countries for obstructing a solution of
the German question al the Geneva For-
cign Ministers’ Conference,

Hsi Tsan-yuan, member of the Secre-
tariat of the All-China Federation of
Trade Unions, gave a report on the recent
European Trade Union and Workers
Conference. He was a member of the
Chinese delegation which attended the
conference as an observer. He said that
this conference fully demonstrated the
firm and powerful determination of the
working people in Europe and other parts
of the world to support the German
workers’ efforts to bring about a German
peace treaty.

Hsi Tsan-yuan said: “Peace is in-
divisible. We are concerned not only for
peace in Asia. We also want peace in
Europe to be assured.” He pointed out
that workers of the G.D.R. have sup-
ported the Chinese people in building up
their country and in the struggle to
liberate Taiwan. He pledged full solidarity
of the Chinese workers with the workers
of the G.D.R. in their struggle against
imperialism and for the unification of
their latherland.

Dr. Paul Wandel, the G.D.R. Ambas-
sador to China, was warmly applauded
when he addressed the meeting.

Following the Peking rally, similar
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meetings were held in Shanghai, Shen-
vang and other major cities.

Military Mission to Mongolia

The Chinese military goodwill mission
headed by Marshal Peng Tech-huai, Vice-
Premier and Defence Minister, has just
concluded its visit to Mongolia. thus
winding up its visits to eight [raternal
countries in a T-week period.

In the Mongolian Pcople’s Republic,
the mission was warmly welcomed by the
Mongolian people and their leaders. At
a banquet given in honour of the Chinese
visitors. U. Tsedenbal. First Secretary of
the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary
Party and Chairman of the Council ol
Ministers, stressed the significance of the
visit of the Chinese mission in cementing
the unbreakable [riendship between the
two peoples. He declared that the peo-
ple of Mongolia unanimously support all
the measures taken by the Chinese Gov-
ernment in suppressing the rebellion in
Tibet. This is entirely China’s internal
affair, he pointed out. He wished [ur-
ther success to the Chinese people and
their armed forces in building socialism,
in safeguarding peace, and in their strug-
gle to liberate Taiwan.

During its stay in Mongolia, the Chi-
nese mission visited various places of
interest including the Sukhe-Baltor-
Choibalsan Museum, a textile mill and a
state farm. It was also the guest of a
battalion of the Mongolian People's Army.

Between China and Latin

Ameriea

There was much coming and going be-
tween China and the Latin American
countries during the past two weeks.
Among those now visiting China are a
Peruvian parliamentary group, former
Vice-President of Chile Guillermo del
Pedregal and his wife, a Latin American
students’ delegation, a Bolivian medical
delegation, and women delegates from
Venezuela, Chile and Uruguay who are
among guests from many countries invited
by the National Women's Federation.
Juan Marinello, Chairman of the People’s
Socialist Party of Cuba, is also on a tour
of China.

A dclegation of Chinese journalists,
alter visiting Chile, went on to Uruguay.
It visited the Uruguayvan Parliament
House and was received by President
Rodriguez of the Chamber of Deputies.
Its members have met many prominent
people in the country. including deputies
of various Uruguayan parties, members
of the Council of State and other leading
officials. During their visit, a Uruguay-
China cultural association was set up in
Montevidco.

Sino-Japanese Cultural
Exchange
A joint statement on cultural exchange
between the Chinese and Japanese peo-

ples was signed on June 8 in Peking by
the Chinese People’s Association for Cul-
lural Relations with Foreign Countries,
the Japan-China Cultural Exchange As-
sociation and the Japan-China Friendship
Association.

It states that the two sides have con-
ducted friendly consultations on  ques-
tions relating to cultural exchange be-
tween the peoples of China and Japan
this yvear and next vear. and
unanimity of views,

achicved

The statement stresses that the Kishi
government is so far unwilling to re-
nounce its manoeuvres to create “two
Chinas” and to change its poliecy of
hostility to China. It continues to obstruct
the restoration of diplomatic relations
between China and Japan and therefore,
cultural exchanges between the two peo-
ples cannot but be seriously affected.

The statement declares, “Cultural ex-
change between the peoples of China and
Japan, both  at  present and  in the
future, must therefore be based on the
constant enhancement of mutual friend-
ship and trust belween the two peoples.
and all forces hindering friendly rela-
tions between the two peoples must be
fought so as to promole a renaissance of
Asian-Alrican culture on a new basis of
indepcndence and (o maintain - world
peace.”

The two sides were in unanimous agree-
ment  about arranging exhibitions in
Japan of Chinese cultural and economic
achievements, the graphic arts, philately
and calligraphy and of Japanese paint-
ing and calligraphy in China, and also
visits to China by Japanese drama
groups, delegations of writers, painters,
and those interested in language reform,
and also by other people prominent in
the cultural world.

Kenzo Nakajima, noted Japanese polit-
ical commentator and Chairman of the
Council of the Japan-China Cultural
Exchange Association who came to China
as head of the Japanese mission, was
invited to speak to the literary and cul-
tural circles of Peking on June 8. He
said that the Japanese people are striving
for still grealer solidarity in their strug-
gle against the Kishi regime, and ex-
pressed his belief that “Japan will be-
come in the near future a new country
of the East wind and achieve friendly
coexistence with China.”

Peking Commemorates Pushkin

On the evening of June 6, more than
1,000 Peking writers, artists, workers and
students packed the Sino-Soviet Friend-
ship Hall to commemorate the 160th an-
niversary of the birth of Alexander
Pushkin, the great Russian poet,
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